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The Story of the Strange Little Pink
Flyer and Cyber Security

By Sophie Braccini

Residents in the Rheem Valley Manor neighborhood had
a perplexing experience last month. On March 18 sev-
eral of them found bright pink flyers stuck to their front
doors or garages offering free electronic and metal recycling
by a company the flyer identified only as “A.P.” Pick-up
was promised by 7 a.m. March 26, but when many items that
were left out were not picked up and the alleged business
proved hard to reach at the phone number provided on the
flyer, concerned citizens brought the situation to the attention
of Moraga police.

According to Detective Will Davis, much of the informa-
tion printed on the flyer is not legitimate — the license number
is fictitious, the phone number is not associated with any busi-
ness and there is no business named A.P.

Davis also said he did not find any “recent alerts in our area
regarding scams purporting to pick up metal for recycling.”

Lamorinda Weekly called the number on the flyer and
spoke with a man who identified himself as Enrique Torres.
He said he picks up material and resells it to others for recy-
cling.

By March 27 new flyers were distributed in Moraga offer-
ing a recycling pick-up date of April 1. Davis continued to in-
vestigate and contacted the district attorney’s office. “The
legality of this type of business has to be checked,” said the de-
tective. “The D.A.’s office is going to follow this case and will
look into it.”

Davis recommended that residents be very cautious about
recycling electronic equipment. “One way ID thieves get their
victims’ info is from old computer hard drives,” he said.

Reporting Cyber Fraud
. .

Brian Cook Photo Andy Scheck

Special Agent Brian Cook of the F.B.I.
spoke to the Moraga Chamber of Com-
merce March 29 on the topic of cyber
fraud. Cook gave a chilling presentation
about the extent of cyber attacks both on
governments and private entities. He did
not have a lot of information on how to
protect one’s private information online—
it seems that almost anything can be
cracked and accessed—but he asked that
the F.B.l. be contacted when cyber fraud
happens; the phone number, available
24/7,is (415) 553-7400.

apr.com
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Blue Ridge Cabinets

Kitchens ° Baths ° Custom Cabinetry

Steve Gorman (925) 798-4899

cabdesign@ifn.net

www.blueridgecabinets.com

Lic. 810658
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44 Orinda View Road, Orinda

5 bedroom, 3.5 bath, custom, modern
masterpiece with spectacular sunrise to
sunset views and privacy. 4145+/-square feet
plus a 1700+/-square foot entertainment
terrace.

440rindaViewRd.com

$2,750,000 Lori Legler

3933 Woodside Court, Lafayette

Beautifully maintained, traditional, 4bd/2ba
rancher on a huge lot. Plenty of room to
build a guest house or expand current home.
Located at the end of a cul-de-sac, extremely
private, yet close to downtown, Lafayette
Reservoir, BART and Hwy 24.

$1,075,000 Karen Richardson

232 Sandringham Drive North, Moraga

Imagine waking up to this spectacular view!
A warm and welcoming, light-filled, five
bedroom, four bath retreat near park,
farmer’s market, shops and trail. You won't
want to leave home!

232SandringhamN.com

$1,350,000 Cheryl Hata

386 Castello Road, Lafayette

A special place to call home! Delightful
1890+/-square foot home in sought-after
Burton Valley that is filled with opportunity.
This home offers 3 bedrooms, 2 baths with a
fluid floor plan and great yard spaces.

368CastelloRoad.com

$749,000 Lisa Brydon & Kristi lves Team

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.
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