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Property Rights or
Historic Preservation for
Lafayette Adobe?

... continued from page A1

The city was slated to discuss an
application by the new owners,
Charles and Denise Rosson, for a lot
line revision because both lots are
under single ownership and if re-con-
figured, street frontage and possible
improvements would be easier. Due
to lack of a quorum, the matter was
rescheduled to May 20.

If approved, the new orientation
would split the parcel lengthwise into
two parcels - one with the existing
home and a 34,000 square foot unde-
veloped parcel. With the new loca-
tion of the lot line, the home doesn’t
meet setback requirements. Current
owners want to demolish it; the city
has offered to work with them to
allow a variance, thus preserving the
home. At this time, the new owners
are not pursuing that option.

Current zoning would allow the
property owner the right to develop
the second lot, now reconfigured to a
more lengthwise orientation running
from Las Huertas to Las Trampas, in
the future if it meets all the zoning re-
quirements.

The property was sold by the es-
tate of Marjorie McAllister Stolley.
Mrs. Stolley lived in the home for
the vast majority of her adult life,
until she was just shy of 100. She
married first husband Sumner
McAllister in 1931. The young
couple enlisted the help of locally
prominent architect Berkeley Reede
Hardman to design the home and
they moved in when the home was
completed in 1936. McAllister died
in 1968. Marjorie remained in the
home, and later married Bruno Stol-
ley in 1971. She continued her
tenure even after Bruno Stolley’s
passing in 1994. Mrs. Stolley was
a well-known and popular figure in
the neighborhood; she had four chil-
dren, 13 grandchildren and 17 great-
grandchildren.

Supporters of preserving one of

the few adobe homes in Lafayette are
irked that the current owners origi-
nally told the estate they wanted to
live in the home, but as of Feb. 1, just
months after purchasing it, filed an
application for a lot line revision that
would include the demolition of the
home. According to a representative
of the Stolley estate, when the home
was purchased by the Rossons struc-
tural reports were completed and
some minor repairs addressed. At the
time of the sale, the buyers included
a letter that stated they wanted to
make it their family home.

“They have initiated a campaign
to inform the neighborhood that the
home is not structurally sound enough
to endure an earthquake and must be
torn down,” said Joanna Mylin who
is spearheading the Facebook cam-
paign.”

Supporters are trying to get it on
the National Register of Historic
Places in order to prevent the pro-
posed demolition. One of the criteria
specifies that the home is associated
with events that have made a signifi-
cant contribution to the broad pattern
of history. McAllister lived in the
home while obtaining patents for syn-
thetic rubber during World War II. He
ultimately became an executive with
Shell Oil and was a polymer chemist.
Another possible claim to fame is
prominent architect Berkeley Reede
Hardman, who designed a former
sorority house at UC Berkeley for-
merly occupied by Phi Omega Pi,
then Delta Phi Epsilon on Le Conte
Avenue.

Lamorinda Weekly made several
unsuccessful attempts to reach the
Rossons through their contact person
Mike Branagh. The Lafayette Plan-
ning Commission will discuss the
matter at its May 20 meeting, which
will start at 7 p.m.in the Community
Hall of the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center.

Please submit Letters and Opinions:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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Fresh skin care and pretty makeup

to bring on spring. Now’s your chance.

It's Clinique Bonus.

BONUS EXCLUSIVE Cosmetics Bag,

Moisture Surge Intense Skin Fortifying Hydrator,
Clarifying Lotion 2, 7 Day Scrub Cream

Rinse-Off Formula, BONUS EXCLUSIVE Clinique
Colour Compact in Like Mink/Mocha Pink,

Long Last Lipstick in Sugared Maple,

High Impact Mascara in Black

Free* with your purchase of $25.00 or more.

A $65.00 value.
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Lovely Single Level Home in Sanders Ranch!
Open Sunday, 1-4 p :

Completely updated single level home in the exclusive gated community of Sanders Ranch. The
home features 2235 sqft, 3 Br, 2Ba, kitchen with cherry cabinets, granite counters & center island, sunny
breakfast nook, luxurious master suite. Beautiful private setting. Perfect for downsizing!

Offered at $1,035,000 www.12HarringtonRd.com

The Lamorinda market is absolutely on fire!
We can get your house ready for the market very quickly.
We offer full staging with every listing. Call us today!
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Pending with 7 offers in 10 days!
$1,650,000 www.7RobertsCt.com
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Visit www.Orinda.com
for local real estate information and photos of all Lamorinda homes for sale!
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Time to make a move?

Have you been putting off a move,
waiting for the market to pick up?
This could be the year and Pamela is
HERE to help!

Pamela Halloran ...She's been Listing and

Selling in LaMorinda for over 25 years

Call Pamela
(925) 323-4100

Explore the possibilities
Pamela@PamelaHalloran.com | PamelaHalloran.com | bre #00936191

PACIFIC
UNION

INTERNATIONAL

Real Estate Broker

A Member Of Real Living
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*Quantities are limited. One Bonus to a Client,

please, per event. While supplies last.
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Next to SaveMart & CVS
(530) 885-0500

Napa Town Center
(707) 255-9375
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