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Planning Commission Approves Creative Home on Hillside
By Sophie Braccini

he Moraga Planning Commis-
sion decided on April 15 to
grant conditional use and hillside de-
velopment permits to the house pro-
posed by architect James Wright on a

Graphic provided
hillside with a 52 percent slope at
1800 Donald Dr. in Moraga. Despite
opposition from some of the neigh-
bors, the commission determined that
the three-level, two-story futuristic

building would be concealed in the
existing vegetation and anchored in
bedrock.

“I am concerned that this devel-
opment could create a precedent,”
said commission chair Frank Com-
prelli. The undeveloped lot on which
the home is proposed was created in
the ‘60s; planning director Shawna
Brekke-Read confirmed that such a
lot would be considered non-con-
forming today and would not be ap-
proved, mostly because of the slope.
Developments are not permitted in
Moraga on slopes that are more than
20 percent, unless a hillside develop-
ment permit is granted; the commis-
sion found Wright’s design elegant
and safe enough to approve the spe-
cial permit. ... continued on page A1l
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Dick Olsen at home in Moraga.
Photo Sophie Braccini

Olsen Honored

Dick Olsen was recently named Moraga’s Citizen of the Year for 2013.

Olsen is a multi-talented gentleman who has served in many volunteer ca-
pacities for the town, starting in the‘70s as a founding member of Citizens
Incorporating Moraga and serving on the town's first Design Review Board.
He was a Moraga Fire District Commissioner for 12 years; most recently he
was the chair of the Revenue Enhancement Committee. He will be hon-
ored May 3 with a dinner at the Soda Center on the Saint Mary's College
campus. The program starts at 6 p.m. Tickets for the event are $45 per per-
son. Reservations are required and can be made by sending a check to Ki-
wanis of Moraga Valley, 8 Thune Ave., Moraga, CA 94556. S. Braccini
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J. ROCKCLIFF REALTORS CONTINUES TO BE RANKED
NUMBER ONE, AMONG THE LARGEST RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FIRMS IN THE EAST BAY.

(Ranked by gross sales by San Francisco East Bay offices - San Francisco Business Times March 29, 2013)
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Troy has been with J. Rockcliff Realtors as a Broker Associate since 2008, focusing
on helping home buyers and sellers in Lafayette, Moraga, Orinda, and Walnut Creek.
Troy also consults with homeowners throughout Contra Costa County on foreclosure
alternatives, and has a strong track record in successfully completing short sales.

Troy Feddersen

Broker Associate
Presidents Club

925.550.2353

www. Lamorinda.net

3799 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

THE EAST BAY’S PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY.
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Troy served as 2011-2012 President for the Lafayette Rotary Club, and is on the Board
of Directors of Lafayette's Acalanes Valley Homeowners Association.

Professional designations Troy holds include Certified Negotiation Expert, Accredited
Buyer's Representative, Certified Probate Real Estate Specialist, and the real estate
technology oriented ePro Realtor designation.

If you are starting to think about moving, or investing in real estate,
please contact Troy for a free consultation.

Troy Feddersen and J. Rockcliff, Realtors

Two Names You Can Trust

Recent client testimonials:

“Troy listened, was knowledgeable, and most importantly got a complex deal done.
Thanks to him we are now living in a home we love.” ~Alicia Cragholm

“Troy Feddersen was of great assistance to the Russell Family during the difficult

passing of their mother and the subsequent need to sell the family home.

He was genuinely kind, knowledgeable, honest, patient and sensitive throughout

the whole process and we couldn't have asked for a better person to handle our
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family's real estate needs.” ~Jennifer Russell
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