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 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209

 A General Engineering Contractor
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 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.comCA Lic

929641

$150 off
Low‐flush Toilet 
+ Toto Washlet 
Installation*
$250 total savings!

$50 off 
Low‐flush Toilet
Installation*
$150 total
savings!

$100

EBMUD

rebate
**

$100

EBMUD

rebate
**

Head Frog Mo Williams

The one­call plumber
Gas, Water & Sewer
• Emergency service
• Repairs & installation
• Video sewer inspection
• Copper re­piping
• Preventive checkups
• Design & remodeling
• Tankless water heaters

green solutions!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

LeapFrog Plumbing 
EVERY QUEEN DESERVES 
A THRONE!
Add a Toto Washlet bidet seat
to your toilet to provide comfort
and hygiene. 
Warm seat, 
warm water, 
self cleaning, 
and soft air dry.
(Psst. Motherʼs Day is May 12th.)

* 1 coupon per service. Exp. May 12, 2013. **Must replace
3.5+ gal flush toilet with high efficiency toilet. CCWD
rebate is $125 at participating plumbing supply stores.

We Hop To It!

Bentley ROV Club Takes First for Best
Design and Engineering
Submitted by Jenna Starkey

Atalented group of young engineers from Bentley
School’s ROV (Remote Operated Vehicle) club

won first place at the 13th Annual Monterey Bay Regional
ROV Contest for Best Engineering and Design on April
20. The Marine Advanced Technology Education
(MATE) Center at Monterey Peninsula College held the
13th Annual Monterey Bay Regional ROV Contest at
Aptos High School. This year Bentley moved into the
Ranger class, the highest high school level of the ROV
competition, competing against 11 other high schools to
win the award. 

      
This annual contest challenges students to build ROVs

to complete underwater tasks that mimic real-life scientific
expeditions. The tasks change every year from finding and

recovering sunken shipwrecks, to managing oil spills. This
year’s contest focused on ocean observing systems as a
response to the MATE request for proposal to build, op-
erate and maintain cabled underwater observatories sim-
ilar to one being built in the Northwest.   

      
Bentley’s ROV club (Phoenix Electronics) success-

fully built what the team calls “The Doctor.” The team
members invested over 1,200 hours assembling over 520
individual parts, drilled 200 holes for fasteners, wrestled
with 500 feet of cables, while making sure that 250 elec-
trical and 48 video connections were secure. The Bentley
ROV featured a frame made from a single sheet of high
density plastic, six camera shots displayed on three mon-
itors, a computer-controlled robotic arm, a digital tem-
perature data logger, and eight motors with shrouded
propellers – all controlled by a comprehensive controls
and power distribution system.  The members of Phoenix
Electronics were organized into the Frame, Video,
Propulsion, Controls, Tools, and Design Integration and
Facilitation divisions.  Each division was responsible for
a specific subsystem of the ROV.  

      
In addition to the 26 mission task steps performed in

12 feet of water while driving remotely, the team created
a product poster and delivered a presentation about the
science and engineering behind their vehicle to a group
of professional engineers and ROV pilots/technicians
from the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute.
The Bentley ROV Club also won the Ranger class award
for being the most spirited team, partly due to their en-
thusiasm and matching Hawaiian shirts. 

Bentley School’s ROV club, Phoenix Electronics. (Not pictured: Oren Khan, Chase Chabot, Shane Pracar, Alexis
Pracar, Griffin Dey, Margot Witte, and Natalie Sechow.)

Local Boy Throws ‘Buzzkill Birthday
Basketball Bash’ to Fight Malaria

Birthday wish lists usually in-
clude things like basketballs,

LEGOs, and maybe a video game or
two.  But anti-malaria bed nets?
That’s exactly what 10-year-old
Cooper Smith of Lafayette wanted
when he decided to raise money for
the nets at his recent “Buzzkill Birth-
day Basketball Bash” April 23 – two
days before World Malaria Day.

      
“I wanted to do my birthday party

in a different way than I normally do
because I heard about [Golden State
Warrior Stephen Curry’s] contribu-
tion to something called Nothing But
Nets,” Smith said. “So I looked it up
on the web, and found out what a
great foundation it was.” 

      
Nothing But Nets is a global,

grassroots campaign to raise aware-
ness and funding to fight malaria, a
leading cause of death among chil-

dren in Africa. Each $10 donation
purchases an anti-malaria bed net that
can stop mosquitoes from biting dur-
ing the night and spreading the dis-
ease. An insecticide on the net kills
the mosquitoes when they land on it,
stopping them from flying on to find
their next victim. According to the
World Health Organization, greater
availability and use of malaria pre-
vention tools and treatment over the
past decade has saved more than 1
million lives.

      
Smith was excited to help. “Just

10 dollars to save a life!” he said.
Since his birthday was coming up, he
decided to devote his party to the
cause. “So that’s what I did,” he said.
In addition to raising money, all of
Smith’s friends wrote cards of hope to
kids in Tanzania.

      
Vinnie Bianchina wrote: “I hope

all your wishes come true and that
you are safe and have a healthy fam-
ily.   I know you will have a bright fu-
ture and I am trying to help you as
much as I can.”  And Jake Myers said:
“I hope you’re safe in your new net.” 

      
Additional well-wishes came

from the 11 other party guests.  And
together, they raised more than
$2,200.

      
The boys hope to pull together a

bigger fundraiser in July to raise even
more money and have more cards for
Curry and ESPN’s Rick Reilly to take
on their trip to Tanzania July 30. 

      
“I am so happy that we could

raise money for Nothing But Nets and
the kids in Tanzania,” Smith said. 

      
For more information about

Nothing But Nets, visit www.noth-
ingbutnets.net.
J. Wake

Cooper Smith, center Photo provided

“The Doctor” in action. Photos provided

2013 Summer Camp

June 10 -14, 17 - 21, 
24 -  -12,
15 -19, 22 - 26, 29 -

 - 9,
12 -16, 19 - 23, 26 - 30

Redwood
Ranch
Spring/Summer 
Riding Camp 
2013
5745 Redwood Rd.,

Phone: 510.531.0262
www.redwoodranchstables.com

Summer




