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A Bittersweet Victory

It was the perfect start to Orinda’s summer of 2013 – a glori-

ously warm, final Friday in May under a hypnotizing blue

sky, joy bubbling up from kids freed from classroom confines –

their parents laughing with cherished friends.

      

Several hundred celebrated the reopening of Orinda’s

Sleepy Hollow Swim and Tennis Club at One Sunnyside

Lane. “This place has been here for 58 years,” began

board president Valerie Wilson, adding that adults “come

and rejuvenate” while children make friends.

      

Early member Marion Jamison recalled riding her horse to

SHSTC. Her parents joined two years after it opened, and her

children were swimmers here, too.      ... continued on page A12
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Epic New Sleepy Hollow Adventure
Opens in Orinda
By Laurie Snyder

It’s summer in Orinda! Enthusiastic swimmers couldn’t wait to take their first plunge at the grand reopening of the Sleepy Hollow Swim and Tennis Club’s newly renovated, state-of-the-art 
pool on May 31. Photo Ohlen Alexander

Neighbors Challenge the Moraga Center Specific Plan
By Sophie Braccini

Acrowd of wary residents overflowed the

library meeting room May 20 to hear pre-

sentations about two developments proposed

for vacant lots that lie within the area covered

by the Moraga Center Specific Plan.  The two

projects, one off Camino Ricardo and one

along Moraga Way next to the fire station,

comply with the zoning plan for the area that

was approved by the town a couple of years

ago.  But neighbors are paying new attention

to the plan that allows the construction of 700

homes and condominiums downtown; as proj-

ects get closer to their own homes, these resi-

dents now seek to challenge the plan. 

     

“One of the things that drew me here was

the atmosphere of a charming rural commu-

nity,” said Daniel Martini who bought a house

on Country Club Drive a year ago, “and all of

a sudden the unthinkable…54 attached town-

homes, two and three stories high, on three

acres of land.”  His disconcert regarding the

proposed development by City Ventures on a

lot located between Moraga Way and Country

Club Drive was shared by many in attendance,

and Planning Director Shawn Brekke-Read’s

explanation of the specific plan process did not

alleviate their concerns.

      

“Why does it have to be so dense, why is it

exempt from the EIR?” asked Jennifer Stacy.

      

“An Environmental Impact Report was certi-

fied for the entire area of the Moraga Center Spe-

cific Plan when it was approved two years ago,”

Brekke-Read explained. “Now if a project comes

in and it fully complies with the plan, it is exempt

from CEQA; it does not require any additional

environmental review.”  The City Ventures’ proj-

ect plot is zoned for mixed office/residential with

a density of 12 to 20 dwelling units per acre. 

      

The project’s opponents, mostly residents of

the Moraga Country Club, argued against the

conclusion of traffic consultant Fehr & Peers,

who recommended that all traffic from the devel-

opment be directed to Country Club Drive with

no access to Moraga Way. 

      

Nancy Wink, who lives on Country Club

Drive, said that in the morning and on Wednes-

days during swimming season traffic is very con-

gested on her street and the very large medians

would create blind spots.  

      

The commission recommended that the de-

veloper study ways to improve the flow of traffic

on Country Club Drive, including narrowing the

medians.  

      

Stacy also stated that such developments

draw riff-raff to neighborhoods and Martini, a re-

tired police chief, said that within a few years this

type of development would attract the wrong type

of people to Moraga. The developer indicated that

the units would be for individual owners at a price

point of $750,000.

      

“I say to the people of the country club that if

we organize politically we can have a big impact

on this issue,” said Jim Tanner.

      

This would not be the first time Moraga resi-

dents have challenged an already-approved proj-

ect. For more information, read “Palos Colorados:

A Long Time Coming” in our first issue, March

14, 2007, archived at www.lamorindaweekly.com.

                                      

... continued on page A11


