Wednesday, June 19, 2013

Trailside Chickens Amuse and Educate

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

By Cathy Dausman

Marchiano's brood.

Mike Marchiano  simply
crows about his chickens.
“I love to garden,” said the
Lafayette resident, who explained
that his becoming a Master Gar-
dener led him to keeping chickens.

“A Walnut Creek friend gave
me a book [about chickens],”
Marchiano said.

Thinking the project would
keep his children off the computer,
he started small, buying three hens
five years ago. “My first coop was
a galvanized bucket with saw dust.”

Over time he expanded to 10
hens, among them a Brama, An-
dalusian, Naked Neck, Silkie, Friz-
zle, Polish, Ameraucana and Barred
Rock, and several coops with art-
work he has painted himself. “Papa
John (Kiefer, a local sustainable
living advocate, see
http://tinyurl.com/mhemtxq) is my
mentor,” Marchiano said.

Why does Marchiano keep
chickens? Good quality for a start
— his backyard eggs are Omega-3
enriched and are “yolkier, and more
orange than store bought eggs,” he
said. Plus, he added, it’s fun, it pro-
motes community and a more sus-
tainable lifestyle. All that, and his
children learned to appreciate the
cycle of life.

Marchiano called the work
good therapy. “I like to move
things around,” he said.

He’s had to make some garden-
ing adjustments; he can’t grow veg-
etables (the chickens would eat
them), so he grows herbs. His son
and daughter learned a bit about
business costs through egg collec-
tion and delivery. The family has
also learned some more difficult
life lessons — over time they have
lost six hens to raccoons, and al-
most lost a seventh to a gray fox.

From left, Roberto Mendoza, age 3, with brother Benjamin, 2, admire
Marchiano's brood.

L Ay e

Photos Cathy Dausman

But the children nursed the latter
back to life treating the deep wound
themselves and feeding the hen
parmesan cheese laced with sulfa
drugs.

With his back yard abutting the
Lafayette Moraga Trail, Marchiano
loves to educate the people who
stop to observe his brood. He pa-
tiently answers questions like, “Do
you get eggs every day?” (Yes.
Each chicken lays one egg nearly
every day) or “Why don’t you have
arooster?” (Because they’re noisy;
hens merely cluck). He strives for
good communication among his
neighbors and he keeps his yard
picked up. But even Marchiano
draws the line on just how involved
he will be with his brood.

When asked if his chicken din-
ner ever comes from the back yard,
Marchiano replied: “I’m not ready
to take that step.”
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Purchase $75
in dermalogica
retail products
and receive a
hydration gift
valued at $36!

3606 Mount Diablo Bivd, Lafayette
(at the former Pure Beauty location)

925-284-8600 www.Lafayette-Beauty.com
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3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,

Lafayette
between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988
www.waredesigns.com

Now $5, Reg $10
1 watch battery per person. Exp. 7/15/13.
Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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THE ORINDA ASSOCIATION PRESENTS
LAMORINDA’S 30TH
4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION
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Schedule of Events:

7:30-10 a.m.

Orinda Community Center Plaza —Lamorinda Sunrise

Rotary Pancake Breakfast

7:55 a.m.
8a.m.

Flag-raising Ceremony
Haley’s Run for a Reason and “Boston Strong” Orinda

Roadrunners 30th Annual Fun Run

9a.m.

9:30 a.m.

10 a.m.
11:30-1:00 p.m.

Friends of the Orinda Library Book Sale

Community Booths and Kids Activities in Orinda Park
PARADE -Orinda Theatre to Orinda Community Center
Community Center Park Activities

v¢ Delicious Food and Beverage Booths
“¢ Live Music

“¢ Petting Zoo and Children’s Activities
v¢ Classic Car Show

For a complete listing of activities, road closures, and parking accommodations, go to www.orindaassociation.org

Presented in Partnership with

Orinda Community Foundation, Orinda Chamber of Commerce and Lafayette
ChamberoffCommerce, Orinda Parks & Recreation Foundation, Orinda Garden

Clubs and The City of Orinda




