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3407 Shangri La Road
Lafayette

Situated in the Reliez
Valley on a park-like
1.08+ acre lot with endless
possibilities, this custom
4BR+/3.5BA 3972+ sq. ft.
Craftsman was built in ‘04
with high-end finishes and
a spacious floor plan!

Offered at $1,725,000
www.3407ShangriLla.com
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Civic News

Game Over for Proposed Bike Park

By Cathy Tyson
It was after midnight when the de-
cision finally came in on the long
effort to approve the contentious bike
park proposed for Burton Valley’s
Community Park. A crowd of resi-
dents anxious to voice their opinion
and a bevy of mostly youthful sup-

unfair that so much money is being
spent for so few people.” He was
struck by the inequity of the situation,
since use of the bike part would be
free, but “if I play a team sport, my
parents have to pay.”

After hearing many comments

Longtime council member Don Tatzin
was involved in the original effort to
form the Community Park, back in the
80s. He also was worried about the
growing operating costs, the public’s
negative perception and environmen-
tal impacts.

enced feedback from the public,
“Clearly the neighbors don’t support
it.” He offered an olive branch to sup-
porters, suggesting that another loca-
tion, coupled with some funding from
Moraga and Orinda, might be found
to “fill this unmet need.”

Public Meetings porters in blue pro-bike park T-shirts both for and against the bike park, Mayor Mike Anderson refer-
filled the Community Hall to the Councilmember Brandt Andersson N
City Council brim. The June 10 City Council explained how he came to his deci- A Note about the Lafayette Bike Park
Monday, June 24, 7 p.m. meeting seemed to go on forever; at  sion, pointing out the many services  Submitted by City Manager Steven Falk
Lafayette Library & Leamning Center, one point, 9:45 p.m. to be exact, there  the city provides for seniors and  After more than three hours of public testimony, the Lafayette

Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
TBA

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review

Tuesday, June 25, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School
District

Wednesday, June 26, 7:30 p.m.

Del Valle Education Center, 1963
Tice Valley Blvd., Walnut Creek.
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

were still school-age kids in the audi-
ence waiting to be heard. The mayor,
noting the late hour, made an excep-
tion to allow the kids—followed by a
number of moms—to speak, out of
the usual speaker slip order.

Ultimately the City Council voted
against the park, citing a variety of rea-
sons. The proposed 1.8 acre park on a
hillside in the Community Park would
have cost approximately $342,000, ex-
clusive of $100,000 that has already
been spent on environmental reports
and design work. The City Council’s
decision removed the bike park item
from the Parks, Trails and Recreation
Capital Improvement Plan.

“Kids need room to get away
from their parents,” said Jackson

young children. Noting that not all
residents of Lafayette are interested in
team sports —and that as a percentage
of the city population, only a small
fraction of the whole prefers activities
like soccer, baseball or lacrosse, he
said, “I believe for this underserved
community, the bike park is a solu-
tion.” He took the time to visit the site
on the weekend before the meeting to
observe exactly how many folks are
walking — turns out, not that many,
doubting the testimony that an over-
whelming number of people are qui-
etly enjoying the area on a daily basis.

Other council members saw it dif-
ferently; Mark Mitchell was con-
cerned about liability and risk, and the
secluded nature of the site, which can’t

City Council took action last Monday, June 10th, to remove the
proposed bike park from the City’s capital improvement plan
(see Cathy Tyson’s article for details). The bike facility for the
Lafayette Community Park is thus no longer under consideration
and it will not be built. Meanwhile, last month, in the City’s on-
going effort to inform the public of the status of the proposal,
staff wrote an article for the Spring issue of the Lafayette Vistas
quarterly newsletter that is delivered to all households. Unfortu-
nately, due to delays by the printer and postal service, the
newsletter was not delivered in advance of the Council meeting;
indeed, despite the fact that we handed off finished copy to the
printer on May 24, the Vistas has not yet (at the Lamorinda
Weekly deadline) arrived in local mailboxes. There will likely be
some confusion when it finally does arrive because the newslet-
ter includes an article entitled “Lafayette Bike Park on the Ropes”
which suggests that the matter is still under consideration and
encourages public participation. To be clear, the proposal for a
bike park in Lafayette Community Park is not on the ropes, and it
is no longer under consideration; it is dead.

This is one of the hazards of using old school newsletters to in-

Lafayette School District Reilly; another child noted the bike easily be monitored. Traci Reilly was : : ' :
Thursday, June 20, 7 p.m. park “would get kids off their digital ~sympathetic, but wanted to do “what’s form.the public, and we gpologlze for any misunderstanding
Regular Board Meeting devices.” Alison Hill, a 44-year resi-  in the best interest of the city.” She’s ~ thatit may cause. Questions about this matter should be re-
DS O dent, recalled the drama of the now concerned about limited fundsandon- ~ ferred directly to City Manager Steven Falk at sfalk@love-
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www.lafsd k12.ca.us
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very popular Lafayette-Moraga trail,
“It was going to be the end of us,” she
continued, “it’s the ‘new’ that people
are afraid of.”

“Unbelievable,” said Rubin
Galindo. “This is not right......this is a
bunch of hooey.” Stanley Middle
School student Andrew Torres also
opposed the project, stating that “It’s

going maintenance needs for the park.

lafayette.org or (925) 284-1968.
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The Lafayette City Council is
soliciting applicants for the volunteer
Emergency Services Task Force

The Lafayette City Council created the 2013 Emergency
Services Task Force and is soliciting qualified applicants.
The task force will analyze the effectiveness and efficiency
of the delivery of fire and emergency medical services to
the residents of Lafayette and make recommendations to
the City Council regarding options to optimize the delivery
of such services within budgetary constraints.

The task force will consist of at least seven and not
more than nine members including two councilmembers.
Applicants should have a background in public safety or
financial analysis and be geographically distribution

Individuals interested in this volunteer position may

Not All Home Care is Alike

Known for the Industry’s Best Caregivers!

* Home Care Assistance is the only senior care company with a Home Care
University to train and develop caregiver employees. We also offer culinary training
with an emphasis on nutrition to improve our caregivers’ skills and our clients’ meals.

* Home Care Assistance boasts a 97% satisfaction rate and has been endorsed by
Harvard geriatrician, Dr. Dennis McCullough and University of Washington Geriatrics
Clinical Director, Dr. David Carr, among others.

* Home Care Assistance has produced an award-winning senior wellness book
series, including Happy to 102 and Mind Over Gray Matter, and a renowned
healthy longevity webinar series in partnership with the American Society on Aging.

Meet Jill. Jill Cabeceiras is one of the client care managers for
the East Bay. She has been working with older adults for more
than ten years and is an expert on managing care within the
home. Let Jill help your and your family!

Call Jill to schedule your free assessment today!

Home (are

ASSISTANCE

925-820-8390

480 San Ramon Valley Blvd.

obtain an application on-line at www.cilafayette.ca.us or call
the main office at 284-1968 and an application will be mailed
to you. Applications must be received by June 30, 2013.

Danville, CA 94526
HomeCareAssistance.com

1-866-4-Liveln™
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