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Moraga Rotary Club Team C members show off medals won at the Odyssey of the Mind state championships.
From left, Coach Omid Boozarpour, Jake Oxendine, Meera Ramesh, Maya Ramesh, Anshula Srivastava, Navid
Boozarpour, Austen Li, and Ming Qian.

For the second time in a row, Stanley Middle School's Odyssey of the Mind team, coached by Tina Edraki and

lan Kallen, attended the World Finals. From left: seventh-graders Theresa Nevins, Aneesa Edraki, Alex Keppel,

Gigi Keppel and Trevor Patton, and eighth-graders Amin Edraki and Jonah Kallen (seated).

nside the Breslin Student Events Center at Michigan State
University, 827 teams from 13 countries and 33 U.S. states
filled the huge arena parading for the opening ceremony of the
2013 Odyssey of the Mind World Finals. Young people from
countries such as Japan, Poland, China and Germany displayed

Quote of the Week:

"Just because one's townhome
may not cost as much as your
home, doesn't mean that they
don't volunteer in the community,
donate to their schools, and do

their very best to make our
community richer, safer;, and

more desirable for people to live
in. For ALL people to live in."
Read Letters to the Editor, page A8
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ing family-fans — cheered.

Advertising

Glorietta Elementary School's fifth-grade Odyssey of the Mind team, Sullivan Jor-
dan, Stephanie Wu, Leah Sopak, Caroline Kim, Sarah Inouye, and Coach Michael
Kim, sport California state caps prior to the World Finals award ceremony.

their pride with boisterous enthusiasm using bright costumes,
props, banners and noisemakers, as the spectators — mostly ador-

“It was like the opening ceremony at the Olympics,” says
Fei Lin, mother of one of the members of the Joaquin Moraga
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. Odyssey of the Mind
Teams Place in Top
20 at World Finals

By Sophie Braccini

Intermediate School team — one of three Lamorinda teams rep-
resenting California that placed in the top 20 for their divisions
at the competition. “There were fireworks, teams from all over
the world. It was an amazing time for our children.”

... continued on page A12

Orinda Country Club Beauty with Views

Reliez Valley Entertainer’s Delight ~

and Beautiful Poolside Charm
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Location of former gas station on Orinda Way

Photo Cathy Tyson

The vacant half-acre fenced parcel directly across from the Orinda Li-

brary is finally in contract with an undisclosed buyer after languishing
for 15 years. Real estate broker Henry Gannett says the current owner, who
purchased the property in 1998, is thinking long term—but there’s been some
friction with the city of Orinda about design issues submitted by the potential
buyer. "Any time a developer wants an economically viable project that re-
quires governmental planning approval, especially in small towns like Orinda,

there must be give and take. Orinda wants to zone retail buyers and then lets

a real estate company take 2,000 square feet of first floor in Theatre Square.
In the best locations retail is hard, this site may stay vacant for years as has
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CASA Volunteers

Lou Fancher talks
to Lamorindans
who find
inspiration by
helping one child
at a time. Page B2

to US. Open

Hunter Hewitt catches
up with Elizabeth
Schultz. Page C1
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Acalanes Golfer Goes

2231 Hermosa Way, Lafayette 3839 sqft,
guest house, lacre flat lot, 4 & 2 car garage
Offered at $1,899,000

Cell: (925) 200-0222

Ann Sharf

www.annsharf.com DRE #01156966

Phair's, rather than compromise.”

While it’s unclear at the moment if the property negotiations will be fruit-
ful, the history of the parcel has been messy.

The lot at 25 Orinda Way has been a number of gas stations over the years;
the most recent owner was BP, under the Arco brand; prior to that it was a
Mobil gas station and before that it was transferred to TOSCO Marketing
Company which is now Conoco Phillips. Unfortunately the former gas station
had leaking underground storage tanks — the remains of the leak have been
under scrutiny for the last quarter century. BP accepted responsibility for the
clean-up.

The gas station closed for good in 1998, 10 years after a leak was discov-
ered in June of 1988. It was estimated that several hundred gallons of gasoline
were released initially, along with a second release of approximately 260 gal-
lons in 1994. A monitoring program started in November of 1990 and con-
tinued until 2011. Over the years a total of 13 monitoring wells were installed
starting in 1991 to check on contamination levels. Some wells showed sub-
stantially more contamination than others — the well with continuously the
highest levels of pollutants is MW-5, located directly downhill from the loca-
tion of the storage tanks. Markings make it easy to locate in the adjacent Vin-
tage Office Building parking lot.

What’s surprising is the amount of petroleum related chemicals that lin-
gered in the ground, despite diligent efforts to remove pollutants.

... continued on page A6

Fire Awareness 101

What you
should know in
order to stay
safe during fire

season.
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3407 Shangri La Road
Lafayette

Situated in the Reliez
Valley on a park-like
1.08+ acre lot with endless
possibilities, this custom
4BR+/3.5BA 3972+ sq. ft.
Craftsman was built in ‘04
with high-end finishes and
a spacious floor plan!

Offered at $1,725,000
www.3407ShangriLla.com

STILL #1 FOR A REA

N

SO

l.

DANAQW”U

Lafayette’s Best

2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339. 1918

Dana Green

BRE# 01482454

PACIFIC
UNION

CHRISTIE’S

Lafayette

Civic News

Game Over for Proposed Bike Park

By Cathy Tyson
It was after midnight when the de-
cision finally came in on the long
effort to approve the contentious bike
park proposed for Burton Valley’s
Community Park. A crowd of resi-
dents anxious to voice their opinion
and a bevy of mostly youthful sup-

unfair that so much money is being
spent for so few people.” He was
struck by the inequity of the situation,
since use of the bike part would be
free, but “if I play a team sport, my
parents have to pay.”

After hearing many comments

Longtime council member Don Tatzin
was involved in the original effort to
form the Community Park, back in the
80s. He also was worried about the
growing operating costs, the public’s
negative perception and environmen-
tal impacts.

enced feedback from the public,
“Clearly the neighbors don’t support
it.” He offered an olive branch to sup-
porters, suggesting that another loca-
tion, coupled with some funding from
Moraga and Orinda, might be found
to “fill this unmet need.”

Public Meetings porters in blue pro-bike park T-shirts both for and against the bike park, Mayor Mike Anderson refer-
filled the Community Hall to the Councilmember Brandt Andersson N
City Council brim. The June 10 City Council explained how he came to his deci- A Note about the Lafayette Bike Park
Monday, June 24, 7 p.m. meeting seemed to go on forever; at  sion, pointing out the many services  Submitted by City Manager Steven Falk
Lafayette Library & Leamning Center, one point, 9:45 p.m. to be exact, there  the city provides for seniors and  After more than three hours of public testimony, the Lafayette

Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
TBA

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review

Tuesday, June 25, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School
District

Wednesday, June 26, 7:30 p.m.

Del Valle Education Center, 1963
Tice Valley Blvd., Walnut Creek.
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

were still school-age kids in the audi-
ence waiting to be heard. The mayor,
noting the late hour, made an excep-
tion to allow the kids—followed by a
number of moms—to speak, out of
the usual speaker slip order.

Ultimately the City Council voted
against the park, citing a variety of rea-
sons. The proposed 1.8 acre park on a
hillside in the Community Park would
have cost approximately $342,000, ex-
clusive of $100,000 that has already
been spent on environmental reports
and design work. The City Council’s
decision removed the bike park item
from the Parks, Trails and Recreation
Capital Improvement Plan.

“Kids need room to get away
from their parents,” said Jackson

young children. Noting that not all
residents of Lafayette are interested in
team sports —and that as a percentage
of the city population, only a small
fraction of the whole prefers activities
like soccer, baseball or lacrosse, he
said, “I believe for this underserved
community, the bike park is a solu-
tion.” He took the time to visit the site
on the weekend before the meeting to
observe exactly how many folks are
walking — turns out, not that many,
doubting the testimony that an over-
whelming number of people are qui-
etly enjoying the area on a daily basis.

Other council members saw it dif-
ferently; Mark Mitchell was con-
cerned about liability and risk, and the
secluded nature of the site, which can’t

City Council took action last Monday, June 10th, to remove the
proposed bike park from the City’s capital improvement plan
(see Cathy Tyson’s article for details). The bike facility for the
Lafayette Community Park is thus no longer under consideration
and it will not be built. Meanwhile, last month, in the City’s on-
going effort to inform the public of the status of the proposal,
staff wrote an article for the Spring issue of the Lafayette Vistas
quarterly newsletter that is delivered to all households. Unfortu-
nately, due to delays by the printer and postal service, the
newsletter was not delivered in advance of the Council meeting;
indeed, despite the fact that we handed off finished copy to the
printer on May 24, the Vistas has not yet (at the Lamorinda
Weekly deadline) arrived in local mailboxes. There will likely be
some confusion when it finally does arrive because the newslet-
ter includes an article entitled “Lafayette Bike Park on the Ropes”
which suggests that the matter is still under consideration and
encourages public participation. To be clear, the proposal for a
bike park in Lafayette Community Park is not on the ropes, and it
is no longer under consideration; it is dead.

This is one of the hazards of using old school newsletters to in-

Lafayette School District Reilly; another child noted the bike easily be monitored. Traci Reilly was : : ' :
Thursday, June 20, 7 p.m. park “would get kids off their digital ~sympathetic, but wanted to do “what’s form.the public, and we gpologlze for any misunderstanding
Regular Board Meeting devices.” Alison Hill, a 44-year resi-  in the best interest of the city.” She’s ~ thatit may cause. Questions about this matter should be re-
DS O dent, recalled the drama of the now concerned about limited fundsandon- ~ ferred directly to City Manager Steven Falk at sfalk@love-

3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd k12.ca.us

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

very popular Lafayette-Moraga trail,
“It was going to be the end of us,” she
continued, “it’s the ‘new’ that people
are afraid of.”

“Unbelievable,” said Rubin
Galindo. “This is not right......this is a
bunch of hooey.” Stanley Middle
School student Andrew Torres also
opposed the project, stating that “It’s

going maintenance needs for the park.

lafayette.org or (925) 284-1968.
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The Lafayette City Council is
soliciting applicants for the volunteer
Emergency Services Task Force

The Lafayette City Council created the 2013 Emergency
Services Task Force and is soliciting qualified applicants.
The task force will analyze the effectiveness and efficiency
of the delivery of fire and emergency medical services to
the residents of Lafayette and make recommendations to
the City Council regarding options to optimize the delivery
of such services within budgetary constraints.

The task force will consist of at least seven and not
more than nine members including two councilmembers.
Applicants should have a background in public safety or
financial analysis and be geographically distribution

Individuals interested in this volunteer position may

Not All Home Care is Alike

Known for the Industry’s Best Caregivers!

* Home Care Assistance is the only senior care company with a Home Care
University to train and develop caregiver employees. We also offer culinary training
with an emphasis on nutrition to improve our caregivers’ skills and our clients’ meals.

* Home Care Assistance boasts a 97% satisfaction rate and has been endorsed by
Harvard geriatrician, Dr. Dennis McCullough and University of Washington Geriatrics
Clinical Director, Dr. David Carr, among others.

* Home Care Assistance has produced an award-winning senior wellness book
series, including Happy to 102 and Mind Over Gray Matter, and a renowned
healthy longevity webinar series in partnership with the American Society on Aging.

Meet Jill. Jill Cabeceiras is one of the client care managers for
the East Bay. She has been working with older adults for more
than ten years and is an expert on managing care within the
home. Let Jill help your and your family!

Call Jill to schedule your free assessment today!

Home (are

ASSISTANCE

925-820-8390

480 San Ramon Valley Blvd.

obtain an application on-line at www.cilafayette.ca.us or call
the main office at 284-1968 and an application will be mailed
to you. Applications must be received by June 30, 2013.

Danville, CA 94526
HomeCareAssistance.com

1-866-4-Liveln™
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City Encourages Pictures
for “A Day in the Life of

Lafayette”

By Cathy Tyson

Susan Dannenfelser and Clay Jensen.

Can you say “crowd sourced

community created snap-
shot?” It’s a phrase one doesn’t
hear every day. But this unique
concept is coming to Lafayette with
an open invitation for folks who
live or work within the city limits.
For willing photographers of any
age the challenge is to express life
in Lafayette through photography.
The idea is to think outside the lens
and take pictures anytime from
12:01 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. on the
longest day of the year, June 21 —
the summer solstice.

Dennis Mudgett of the Public
Art Committee came up with the
interesting idea and with the help of
now-retired special projects man-
ager Ann Merideth, organized the
effort. Photos can be any size up to
11” x 14” and must be mounted on

1:'-'5"' PN
lllustrating the photo event, some good natured members of the Pubic Art

Committee and staff pose with senior planner Lindy Chan. From left: Lindy
Chan, Tom Taneyhill, Collette Sweeney (Campolindo High School teacher),

Photo Cathy Tyson

a mat board that’s black, white or
gray and be submitted with the time
and location the photograph was
taken, the photographer’s name and
contact information (if under 18
years old include name and school),
and of course images much be ap-
propriate for general viewing.

Selected photos will be dis-
played at the Community Hall of
the Lafayette Library and Learning
Center in the fall. Perhaps last call
at the Round Up, or a group of
friends enjoying coffee, kids play-
ing in a park, bees buzzing near a
backyard bee hive, family dinner,
traffic — the possibilities are endless.
For more details, go to the city web-
site at www.lovelafayette.org. Sub-
missions will be accepted from July
12 til 5 p.m. July 30. One image per
photographer.

Property Rights Prevail
Over Vintage Adobe Home

By Cathy Tyson
With very little fanfare, the re-
cent lot line adjustment ap-
proved by the Lafayette Planning
Commission on June 3 was the final
blow to the vintage Monterey Colo-
nial home on Las Huertas Road. Be-
cause the lot line change met all the
zoning requirements and would cre-
ate two one-acre parcels — the change
is consistent with city regulations and
in keeping with the other parcels in
the area; “both lots exceed the mini-
mum square footage requirement be-
fore and after the lot line revisions”
noted the staff report. After a handful
of neighbors spoke up to support the
new owners and the lot revision, it
was unanimously approved by the
commission, even though Chair
Karen Maggio commented, “it pulls

at my heartstrings.”

“It was inevitable,” said Vlad Ma-
linovsky, who grew up on Las Huer-
tas, “opponents need to accept reality
and get away from the fantasy world
they’ve created.” Since the home
changed hands, there’s been friction
between supporters who would have
liked to preserve the home and the
current owners’ desire to build a new
structure.

The estate of former long-
term owners, the Stolley family,
sold the adobe home built in 1936
to Charles and Desine Rosson,
who live not far from the subject
property, and wanted to stay in
the neighborhood.

... continued on page A10
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New Listing!

Single Level with Great Room
Open Sat. & Sun™ -4

4 Peralta Court, Moraga

¢ Updated with versatile floor plan!

* 2628 sqft., 3 Br, 3 Ba,,
www.4PeraltaCt.com  $1,175,000

There is a serious shortage of homes for sale in Lamorinda!
Many properties are selling with multiple offers. Call us today!

52 Metrill Circle in Sandets Ranch, Maraga

Gorgeous traditional estate on a very private 1.63 acte lot with a large lawn, outdoor kitchen, and beautiful

gardens. The spacious home has 5471 sqft with 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, bonus room and 3 car garage.
Offered at $2,695,000

www.52MerrillCircle.com

ELENA HOO

REAL ESTATE GROUP

(925)254-3030

ORINDA ¢ MORAGA
ILAFAYIETTTE

—

R T Bnllied Ly

Great 4345 sqft 5 Br, 4 Ba, home in Sanders Ranch

on .93 acte lot with beautiful grounds, pool & spa.
$1,995,000 www.25MertillCircle.com

Visit www.Orinda.com

for local real estate information and photos of all Lamorinda homes for sale!

= Comfortable, Convenient
Family and
Cosmetic Dentistry

= Certified in Full Mouth
Reconstruction

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS f
Moraga
925-376-4602 I
1030 Country Club Drive

mention this ad fo
receive $40 off any
dental trefment

i ADA = CDA = CCDS = AACD

r
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SALE! All Bali Bras 25% OFF

Clearance Sleepwear

=75% OFF

Priced As Marked

Extra 20% OFF

Clearance Robes

Robes currently 25% - 75% OFF
NOW TAKE AN EXTRA 20% OFF

_—

-

B

#3486 Front Close
Underwire Bra

Rhonda Shear

Lacey Leisure Bra

#3385 Minimizer
Passion for Comfort

#3432 Underwire
Lace ‘N Smooth Bra

#3820 Wire Free
Double Support Bra

And Light and Lacey Control Tap Pants

s 25% OFF

: All Shapewear

. Bali, Miracle Suit, Naomi & Nicole

25% OFF

Control Briefs,
Thigh Shapers and More!

#180 Underwire
Flower Bali Bra

All Comfort U Design
“Stay in Place” Bra Straps

LAFAYETTE =~ DANVILLE

M aulou’s

MORAGA  COUNTRYWOOD CLAYTON ROAD
Plaza Center Town & Country Moraga Center ~ Treat & Bancroft

Selected

Bras and Briefs
Up To

75% OFF

Priced As Marked

ORINDA MONTCLAIR

Vineyard Center

Village Square 6211 Medau Place, Oakland
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Public Meetings

Town Council
Wednesday, June 26, 7 p.m.

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,
1010 Camino Pablo

Planning Commission

Monday, July 1, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd.

Design Review

Monday, June 24, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd.

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

Town of Moraga:
WWW.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Cranky neighbors, 6/10/13 A resi-
dent of Woodminster Drive isn’t
happy. The subject reportedly
walks around the neighborhood and
talks too loud and is sometimes
rude to a person who called police
with a heads-up. The caller re-
quested information on how to best
handle the situation. Moments later
the cranky neighbor called police
and wished to file a report of
threats. This woman stated that she
was welcoming some new neigh-
bors into the complex and the re-
porting person threatened to call the
police. Both parties were advised
to stay away from each other and
seek restraining orders if necessary.

Speeding, 6/09/13 A 16-year-old fe-
male was going 50 mph down
Moraga Road, never a great combi-
nation. The young lady was found
to be in violation of her provisional
driving restriction for having a pas-
senger during her first year with a
license along with the obvious
speeding ticket. She was cited for
both violation and entered into the
Juvenile Diversion Program — a
nice alternative for first offenders
and she’ll be enjoying driver safety
class as well.

Extreme Intoxication, 6/09/13 Po-
lice responded to assist the Moraga
Orinda Fire District with a very
drunk woman. Fire personnel had
already loaded her into the ambu-
lance when police arrived — no ev-
idence of external injuries or a
crime. The subject’s husband was
already on the scene and followed
the ambulance to the hospital.

Car versus mailbox, 6/09/13 A solo
traffic incident occurred on Rheem
Boulevard near Scofield. A Jeep
Wrangler with an 18-year-old
driver appeared to have lost control
of the car to avoid hitting another
car that had stopped to turn left onto
Scofield. The car veered off the
road, hit a mail box and overturned.
Thankfully no one was hurt.

Another mailbox bites the dust,
6/09/13 This time on Bollinger
Canyon at Valley Hill Drive at 3
a.m. Police responded and found
two male subjects passed out in the
car. The driver was arrested for
D.U.I. The car had to be towed
from the scene.

Car versus many mailboxes,
6/09/13 Must have been some
party. It was just before 6 a.m. on
Bollinger Canyon near Valley Hill
when a silver car collided with a
group of mailboxes. Police con-
tacted the driver and his passenger
who were asleep inside the car —
which was still in “drive” with the
driver’s foot on the brake. Not sur-
prisingly the driver failed field so-
briety tests and was arrested for
drunk driving.
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240 Claudia Court
Moraga
Exclusively Offered at $1,845,000

Located in one of Moraga’s most sought after neighborhoods.
Tucked among the hills on almost a full acre, this 4BR/2.5BA home
has incredible views.

Contact

Bernie & Ryerson Team

925.222.2000 | 925.878.9685
gabernie@pacunion.com
ken@ryersonrealty.com

pacificunion.com | A Member of Real Living

PACIFIC
UNION
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Council Awards Low Bid for Road Repairs
Metcalf warns that you get what you pay for

By Sophie Braccini

he Moraga Town Council

awarded a construction con-
tract for its 2013 paving campaign to
Central Valley Engineering and As-
phalt on June 12, despite Public
Works Director Edric Kwan’s rec-
ommendation to the contrary. The
council also ignored an impassioned
plea by Councilmember Mike Met-
calf'to award the contract to VSS In-
ternational, Inc. instead.

Rules to bid and award contracts
are very constraining for public
agencies. Contracts must go the low-
est compliant bidder and cannot give
any consideration to other factors
such as experience or perceived
quality. The rule protects taxpayer
money, but does not guarantee the
choice of the most competent party,

as Metcalf argued.

The contract for this summer’s
planned road repairs is over $2 mil-
lion. A difference of $250,000 be-
tween bids was enough to convince
the other council members that it was
better to go with the lower bidder,
even though that bidder didn’t have
experience with the specific road
treatments chosen and had failed to
provide the required waste assess-
ment form as part of the bid package.

Kwan received proposals from
five contractors. “Three of the more
experienced ones in the area of rub-
berized cape seal had proposals in
the same price range,” commented
Kwan. “There was a big price gap
with the two lowest bidders.” Kwan
said that Central Valley Engineering

and Asphalt does not have experi-
ence in rubberized cape seals, but
otherwise satisfies the requirements
listed in the bid. Kwan recom-
mended declaring it non-compliant
because of its omission of the waste
assessment form.

But Central Valley Engineering
and Asphalt filed a non-responsive
bid protest with the town and three
of the four council members present
supported it. “We have signed a
service contract with Harris & Asso-
ciates to provide construction man-
agement and inspection services for
the project,” said Councilmember
Roger Wykle. “We can be confident
they will catch anything substan-
dard.”

Metcalf, a strong proponent of

minimal government and budgetary
frugality, did not think that the quar-
ter million savings was worth what
he perceived to be a risk for the
town. Later in the meeting, when
Judy Dinkle reported on work re-
cently done at the Hacienda de las
Flores, Metcalf asked, “What is your
assessment of the contractor in terms
of quality?” Dinkle replied, “This
contractor didn’t meet the quality
standards that we were expecting. It
required an extraordinary amount of
babysitting to get the quality out-
come we wanted with the labor pool
we were awarded.”

“When you hire the lowest bid-
der this is what you get,” said Met-
calf, “but we keep on doing it over
and over again.”

Moraga’s Five-Year Financial Plan

By Sophie Braccini
€€ his is just a projection made
on assumptions, but it is
important to see where we are head-
ing—the plan will be updated every
year to serve as a dynamic road map,”
Administrative Services Director
Stephanie Hom told the Moraga
Town Council as she presented the
town’s first five-year financial plan.
“It is absolutely essential to look
out that far and I am very pleased that
the council asked for it,” said Hom.
“But you also have to take it with a
grain of salt, because it is very hard to
predict. So I have made very conser-

vative projections for our revenue
sources, the property tax, projecting a
0.5 to 1 percent growth, and we will
monitor this.”

Hom projected a 3 percent aver-
age growth for the sales tax and fran-
chise fees, Planning Department
revenues that should continue to re-
cover costs, and lowered expectations
from the Parks and Recreation De-
partment that has produced less rev-
enue than anticipated (the number of
weddings declined and fees for such
events have being reduced to keep
pace with the competition).

On the expense side, health care
costs are expected to increase by 12
percent per year. “This projection is
based on our experience and our
usage,” said Hom, “and there are a lot
of unknowns, since a lot of things hinge
on the Affordable Care Act. We are
small so we can’t spread the cost, and
no one knows what will happen in Jan-
vary. We chose Kaiser and Blue
Shield, but these companies do not put
out projections for more than one year.”

Pension funds are also a big un-
known. The town has no unfunded
pension liability at this time, but it is

part of a bigger pool. “Previous coun-
cils did not give generous pension
plans when everybody else was doing
it; we stayed at the low end of pension
plans, which has done the city fi-
nances good,” said Hom.

The result is that the projected
budget shows a small surplus until the
2015-16 fiscal year, when it suggests
a deficit. “This is how it could look,”
said Hom, “because we made pretty
conservative assumptions.” The plan
will be updated annually and if cir-
cumstances change.

Temporary Signs Flourish Along Scenic Corridor
Town tries to restore order

By Sophie Braccini

hey are hard to miss — those
tall, flapping signs that two
gas stations have erected along
Moraga Road. They aren’t actually

allowed to be there, yet they re-
main.

Moraga does not have a tempo-
rary sign ordinance, so anyone who

wants to display a temporary sign
or banner must request approval
from the town and the signs can
only be up for a limited time. Ap-

proval is not always granted, but
the consequences of not seeking
approval are a little fuzzy.

... continued on page A1l

CANTOMNTESIGHNEUILD

RESIDENTIAL DESIGN
& REMODELING

KITCHENS
BATHS
ADDITIONS
EXTERIORS

Extraordinary Home Care
at Affordable Rates since 1982

At Griswold Home Care, we use a
proprietary screening process to select
the best caregiver for your non-medical

home care needs. Caregivers offer

companionship, support with the
activities of daily living, and experience in
caring for individuals with Alzheimer’s
Disease and other chronic conditions.

We treat your family
as if it were our own.

ALL INCLUSIVE RATES

$18/hour | Overnight: $120/shift
Live-In: $175/day

Diablo Valley

925.297.5110

Griswold

HOME CARE

For valuable home care information and
resources, visit GriswoldHomeCare.com

)

Blue Ridge Cabinets

Kitchens * Baths ° Custom Cabinetry

Steve Gorman (925) 798-4899
cabdesign@ifn.net

www.blueridgecabinets.com

Lic. 810658

ARTGALLERY

@;ﬂmp and the Feast

ELAYNE ISAACS

/
featuring abstract paintings by JOSIE OSOLIN
and ceramics by ELAYNE ISAACS

Showing now through August 10, 2013

-

JOSIE OSOLIN

Group show @
the Morags Library
in July!

During the month of July,
the artists of Moraga Art Gallery
are having a group show at
the Moraga Public Library.

Stop by and check it out!

522 CENTER STREET RHEEM SHOPPING CENTER MORAGA, CA 94556
Open Wednesday thru Sunday from 12 noon to 5 p.m. 925-376-5407
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HELP SUPPORT THE FIREWORKS!

BUY A ROCKET!

www.lamorindaweekly.com

DONATE ONLINE AT: MORAGA.CA.US

Ty

-} MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045 « www.moraga.ca.us

Getting the Word Out
About Road Work

By Sophie Braccini

‘ J olunteers going to door to door,
a dedicated website and a Face-

book page are all part of Public Works
Director Edric Kwan'’s planned cam-
paign to inform Moraga residents
about this summer’s road repairs
which, although so badly needed that
voters agreed to increase the sales tax
to fund them, are likely to be a bit in-
convenient at times.

Kwan presented his outreach plan
to the Town Council on June 12. “The
nature of road construction is hard,
because it is disruptive, but we are fo-
cusing on maximizing the use of tax-
payer money and keeping people
informed of our plans,” he said.

“We plan to start construction in
July and finish at the end of Septem-
ber if all goes according to plan,” said
Kwan. “September is the ideal time of
year, as far as temperature is con-

cerned, for the seal treatments.”

Recent months have been dedi-
cated to detailed data collection on the
state of neighborhood streets in order
to determine which streets will benefit
most from this first phase of road ren-
ovation. “We will fix and protect
those streets that are in relatively good
condition today,” explained Kwan.
“The investment we are making will
keep these roads at a high level of
service for a long time for a relatively
low investment. Next year, the
paving campaign will start addressing
the streets that need more work.”

Sections of roads that have failed
will be removed and the area repaired
before seals are applied. This summer,
“half of all the neighborhood streets
will get either a rubberized cape seal
or micro-seal,” added Kwan.

... continued on page A1l

Town Offices Closed Alternate Fridays

Jill Keimach, Moraga'’s town manager, said in April that she was looking for
creative ways to motivate town staff without increasing salaries. She cited
El Cerrito’s 9/80 work schedule under which people work nine-hour days
and have every other Friday off.“That would allow us to keep up with our
family lives,’she said. The Town Council recently approved her proposal to
make the alternate work schedule available to staff in all departments ex-
cept Police and Public Works. Without any increase to the town's operating
budget, the town's public counter hours will be expanded to 9 a.m. to noon
and 1 to 5:00 p.m. every day except alternate Fridays beginning July 5, when

the town offices will be closed.

Better

o HOomes

and Gardens.

REAL ESTATE

MASON-McDUFFIE

LAMORINDA WEEKLY AS

£ 925-377-0977 Page:

211 Canon Drive — Orinda
New Private Estate

Rick & Nancy Booth

Realtors, U.C. Berkeley MBAs

e
I |
- .

’I]F:-
£

925.212.8869
Make a Smart Move

www.BoothHomes.com
Rick@BoothHomes.com

DRE: 01388020/ 01341390. ©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. DRE License # 01908304

ESDENTIAL B

ﬁ TAKE ON SUMMER
. WITH A FRESH
NEW SMILE!

STRAIGHTER TEETH — HEALTHIER GUMS - BEAUTIFUL SMILE

Summer is a great time to show off your beautiful smile. If your smile -

could use a little “tune-up,” we are offering a SUMMER SPECIAL to
help get you started. For many people, smile “tune-ups” can be
completed in just a few months! Call our office to schedule your
complimentary consultation today.

Melissa Bailey, DDS, MS

Orthodontics Specialist
925-254-4568

2

BATLLEY

grinodonncs

15 Altarinda Rd., Suite 104A, Orinda

Real Estate...Simplified!

T

2353 Hagen Oaks Drive, Alamo

Big views of Mt. Diablo from this 3800 sq
ft Alamo home. Next to Roundhill Country

341 Constance Place, Moraga

Spectacular family home...3663 sq ft on .39 flat
acre featuring six bedrooms, two full baths, two

944 Dewing Ave., Unit A, Lafayette

’;maa

653 Augusta Drive, Moraga

| Efe
=
e

P —

-
This charming and spacious town home
located in the Moraga Country Club has four

Sell the car! You can walk everywhere
from this downtown 2 bedroom, 2.5

Club, this mainly single-level home
features a home theater, grand-sized
living room and a separate downstairs in-
law apartment.
www.2353HagenOaks.com
Call Jim Colhoun at 925.200.2795

half baths, gourmet kitchen with AGA range,
custom cabinetry, granite, updated baths and
hardwood floors. Sparkling pool, slate roof, cul
de sac laction and so much more!
www.341Constance.com
Call Ruth Eddy at 925.788.5449

bathroom townhome. Close to BART
and center of town. $535,000

www.jimcolhoun.com
Call Jim Colhoun at 925.200.2795

bedrooms and two and one-half bathrooms.
Secluded .26 acre "premium lot" with
expansive opportunities. Wonderful location
close to tennis courts and clubhouse.
www.monicaclarkehomes.com
Call Monica Clarke at 925.297.7289

3059 Sandstone Road, Alamo

3551 Joaquin Miller Road, Oakland

g Thought of the Week

Is the hot seller's market beginning to cool? Two factors have been at
play recently which may be indicating that this is true. First, the
number of buyers seems to be declining. This is due in part to
mortgage rates creeping up as well as "battle fatigue" (trying time after
time to write a winning offer, only to be rejected once again). Second,
we are getting what we have been wishing for: more homes for sale.
However, not every home is selling within a week or two as was the
case a couple of months ago, only those that are in great locations,
priced well, and staged. But there's a difference between cooling and
declining! Prices are not dropping, just not increasing as quickly as
before, so we are looking forward to a more balanced market. Call us
for the latest trends.

Traditional elegance in Alamo's Country Club
Estates. Boasting 4BR/ 4.5 BA and 4,483 sq. ft
of living space. Oversized family room, eat-in
kitchen, & separate office. Entertainer's
backyard, beautifully landscaped with pool,
spa & sport court.
www.kressandlarry.com
Call Larry Jacobs 925.788.1362

Historic log cabin located in the wonderful Joaquin
Miller neighborhood, across the street from
Woodminster Theater, miles of parks, hiking, biking
and horseback riding trails. Features: Built in 1922,
architecture by Thomas Boyd, two bedrooms, one
bath, 1479 sq ft, 8282 sf lot.
www.3551JoaquinMillerRd.com
Call Maureen Caldwell-Meurer at 510.915.0092

Meet our Featured Agents ...

R '

REAL ESTATE

MASON-McDUFFIE

51 Moraga Way, Suite 1, Orinda
925.254.0440
www.bhghome.com/Orinda

find all Agents at www.bhghome.com/Orinda

Our Orinda office is uniquely positioned as a gateway for sellers and buyers around the Bay Area;
a central hub for our 30 Better Homes and Gardens offices.
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Orinda

Civic News
Public Meetings

City Council
Community Room, City Hall
Tuesday, July 2, 7 p.m.

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, June 25, 7 p.m.

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Finance Advisory Committee
Wednesday, June 26, 6 p.m.

Community Room, City Hall,
22 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting

Orinda Union School District
Monday, June 24, 6 p.m.
OUSD Office

25 Orinda Way, Suite 200
www.orindaschools.org

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Peter & Darlene
Hattersley

SR Tl MOl
DRE# r00445794, DRE# 01181995

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Shown By appointment

Virtual tour, photos and more are on our website.

925.360.9588

925.708.9515

925-377-0977

www. TheHattersleys.com

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. DRE License # 01908304
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Orinda Police Department
Crime Statistics
May, 2013

Calls for Service:
Alarm Responses (156)

Stolen Vehicle
Stanton Ave

Recovered Stolen Vehicle
Charles Hill Rd/El Nido Ranch Rd

Domestic Violence (2)
(location confidential)

Auto Burglary
Bates Blvd

Commercial Burglary
Theatre Square
Orinda Fields Ln

Residential Burglary
Via Corte
Claremont Av
Monte Vista Rd
Overhill Rd
Muth Dr
Warford Terrace
Amber Valley Dr
Overhill Rd
Lost Valley Dr
Sleepy Hollow Ln

Petty Theft
Orinda Way

Vandalism - Felony
Hall Dr

Arrests:
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia
Camino Sobrante
False ID to Police
Camino Pablo
Other Misdemeanor
Miner Rd
Warrant Arrest
Irwin Wy/Orinda Wy
DUI
Chelton Ct/Whitehall Dr
Domestic Violence
(location confidential)
Court Order - Domestic Violence
(location withheld)

Orinda Projects Balanced General Fund through 2017

By Laurie Snyder

esidents attending the Orinda

City Council meeting June 4
heard positive news as review of the
draft biennial budget for Fiscal Years
2014 and 2015 and Capital Improve-
ment Plan for 2014-2018 continued.
City leaders expect the General Fund
to remain balanced through FY 2017,
as property tax revenues will likely
increase by 3 percent in FY 2014 and
2 percent in subsequent years.

Staff will set aside the funds
needed to enable the city to complete
a General Plan update by FY 2016,
and will maintain a reserve of $5 mil-
lion plus 20 percent of General Fund
revenues in excess of $10 million —
not including Measure L revenue,
which will be accounted for in a sep-
arate Special Revenue Fund and “will
be used for street and road capital
projects only.”

The General Fund Reserve, ac-
cording to a new policy draft, has

been designed to help the city “guard
its citizens against service disruption
in the event of economic uncertain-
ties, local disasters and other financial
hardships,” and “may only be used
during an emergency, such as a natu-
ral or man-made disaster, which
threatens the health, safety and wel-
fare of the City’s residents, businesses
or visitors, as determined by the City
Council.”

Merit increases for eligible staff
have also been factored in — as have
two newly proposed staff positions —
a Planning Technician and Facilities
Maintenance Worker.

During deliberations, individual
council members highlighted sections
of the budget which they felt needed
clarification, and asked staff to make
the presentation of the materials for
the council’s final review as clear and
transparent as possible for residents.
Draft versions of the budget and CIP

documents are available on the city’s
website. The final versions of both the
budget and CIP are expected to be

presented for adoption at the council’s
June 18 meeting.

CIP 2014-2018 Highlights

Multimillion dollar outlays will continue as Orinda muscles its
aging infrastructure back into shape. Just a few of the planned

projects and their price tags:

« Manzanita Drive Bridge Replacement: The remaining
$2,164,860 spent in FY14 will continue to strengthen seismic and
flood protection, and will be covered mostly by federal grants.

«  North Lane Stormwater Mitigation: Most of the $1,265,570
FEMA grant for this $1,687,427 project to improve North Lane’s
undersized storm drain system will be expended in FY15.

«  Annual Measure L Pavement Rehabilitation: The “rideability of
City-maintained roads by using appropriate surface treatments,
including cape seal, slurry seal, AC overlay, and repair of base fail-
ure” will finally become reality as Orinda makes use of $650,000 to
$790,000 each year between FY14 to FY 17.

«  Further road and drain repairs will be covered via additional
CIP projects, including $2,317,956 for the Annual Pavement Man-
agement Program and nearly $2,000,000 for a variety of Miner

Road-related improvements.

Share your thoughts,
insights and opinions
with your community.
Send a letter to
the editor:
letters@lamorinda
weekly.com

Final Clean Up of Former Gas Station Almost Complete

... continued from page A1l

In the first quarter of 2011, 2,400 ug/L
(micrograms per liter) of gasoline
range organics (GRO) were measured
in MW-5; a second reading was taken
in July 2011 with even higher results,
4,500 ug/L. A more concrete way to
understand these numbers is 1 ug/L is
equal to 1 part per billion, roughly the
equivalent of one drop in an Olympic
sized pool. Therefore the July 2011
measurement of 4,500 parts per bil-
lion is not insignificant, but still quite
diluted.

When the underground storage
tanks were removed in 1998, truckload
after truckload — a total of 5,400 tons -
of soil was excavated from the site by
TOSCO. At that time the soil was
tested and samples indicated the ma-
jority of hydrocarbons were removed.

The following year three ground-
water extraction wells were installed
to estimate hydraulic conductivity.
Still the site wasn’t clean - benzene
levels were recorded as 10,000 ug/L
in March and 14,000 ug/L in April of
that year. After a pilot test, over
400,000 gallons of water was ex-
tracted between 2002 and 2007. Ben-
zene is a natural component of crude
oil, it’s colorless and highly flamma-
ble. Benzene increases the risk of
cancer and other serious illnesses. “It
is generally considered that the only
absolutely safe concentration for ben-
zene is zero,” said the American Pe-
troleum Institute in 1948; it’s
classified by the Department of
Health and Human Services as a
human carcinogen.

The vast majority of the other
wells bored in the adjacent Vintage
parking lot had virtually no detectable
amounts of GRO as of 2011—only
well MW-1 had barely measureable
amounts.

The California Code of Regula-
tions governs underground storage
tank issues, but it gives local agencies
the authority to oversee investigation
and cleanup of the leak site. In this
case the San Francisco Regional
Water Quality Control Board is in
charge. The conclusion of adequate
clean up measures, when appropriate
measureable steps are completed, is a
“No further action” letter issued by
the Water Board. At this time that let-
ter has not been issued for the former
BP station, but staff'is reviewing what
could be the final clean up report.

After years had passed since soil
removal and water extraction efforts,
initial high levels of pollutants had de-
clined, but were still over acceptable
levels according to the RWQCB. A
letter from September, 2011 described

the situation: “Such contamination
poses a future risk to human health,
groundwater quality and the environ-
ment, and active cleanup is necessary
to close the case and allow for safe re-
development of the site.” That letter,
from Bruce Wolde, executive direc-
tor of the California Regional Water
Quality Control Board, approved of
BP’s request to use Arcadis, a third
party environmental remediation firm
to address the clean up issue via in-
situ chemical oxidation.

For readers scratching their heads
wondering what exactly that is —
here’s a definition directly from Ar-
cadis: “In situ chemical oxidation
(ISCO) involves an oxidant to the
subsurface to facilitate the chemical

oxidation of target organic com-
pounds to carbon dioxide and water
or to less toxic and/or more
biodegradable intermediates.”

By March 2012 the ISCO had
been completed with favorable results
“The data observed post injection in-
dicates that ISCO has, at this point,
been an effective remedial technology
in decreasing COPC [constituents of
potential concern] concentrations at
the site. However, further site data
still needs to be collected,” said Hollis
Phillips, project manager and princi-
pal geologist for Arcadis.

On May 31Arcadis, having com-
pleted a field study measuring and
documenting results, submitted a re-
port to the RWQCB that requested

site closure because the current con-
ditions on the site meet all the criteria
to do so. “Based on the assessment
of data presented in this CSM [con-
ceptual site model] and Closure Re-
port, the residual concentrations of
COPCs in site environmental media
are unlikely to pose adverse effects to
human health and the environment,”
stated the report.

‘What about the creek? Drinking
water for Orinda comes from
EBMUD. Shallow groundwater at
the site is currently not used as a
potable source and is not expected to
be used as a drinking water source in
the future. There are no known wells
within half a mile of the site.

... continued on page A10
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Saturday, August 17
Saturday, August 24
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See the America's Cup Races

Cruising on

The Presidential Yacht POTOMAC

Join Us

For the excitement of these international races, cruising on the
USS Potomac, enjoving a sumptuous luncheon buffet and a
hosted wine bar. Front Line Viewing and two big screen TVs are
available to enhance your viewing information and enjoyvment.

5195 Louis Vuitton Semi finals
S195 Louis Vuitton Semi finals
5220 Louis Vuitton Finals
§220 Louis Vuitton Finals

All cruises noon (o 4%

For Information and Group Reservations call 510-627-1215
For reservations (other than groups) www.ticketweb.com

Www.usspotomac.org
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Construction

(925) 376-5717

Orinda, CA
Lic. # 770687

“As seen on”
He¢
V|

HOME & GARDEN TELEVISION

“As heard on HG Radio”

"'HGRadio

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Certified Green Builder

s
McCartt

Custom Homes & Renovations

Building in Lamorinda Since 1999

mccarttconstruction@msn.com

@Buzlé I GREEN

Inc.

925.788.4963

925-377-0977
Frank Woodward proudly presents a New Orinda Listing

Frank@FrankWoodward.com

LAMORINDA WEEKLY A7
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2 Madrone PI, Integrity
Orinda Knowledge
Results

Tranquil & Spacious
5 Bedrooms,
4 Full Baths
Approx 3,000 sqft,
Y2 acre

Offered at
$1,400,000

COLDWELL
BANKEZR O
EESIDENTLAL EROKERAGE

Frank Woodward

PREVIEW . .
REVIE LamorindaValues.com

DRE# 01335916.©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. DRE License # 01908304

City Council Honors Legendary
Photographer Wayne Miller

By Laurie Snyder

Photo courtesy Joan Miller

Wayne F. Miller (1918-2013)

n June 4, Orinda City Council members took the
highly unusual step of adjourning their regularly
scheduled meeting not at the end of that meeting — but at
the beginning. They did so to honor longtime Orindan
Wayne F. Miller, who passed away May 22.
Orinda mayor Amy Worth, when eulogizing the
famed photographer, spoke of the community’s sadness
at his passing, and recalled his “extensive photography

around the world.”

Perhaps best known for his Life magazine photograph
capturing the miracle of human birth, Miller preserved
many of the most poignant moments of World War II, in-
cluding the peach-fuzzed faces of young naval aviators,
President Roosevelt’s funeral, and the aftermath of the
atomic blast at Hiroshima. The childbirth photo captured
the moment his son, David, entered the world, and is now
literally “where no man has gone before” — approaching
interstellar space aboard the Voyager I spacecraft, which
launched in 1977.

Miller and his wife, Joan, moved to California in 1948
at the suggestion of fellow famed documentary photogra-
pher Dorothea Lange, choosing to raise their four children
here in Orinda. They chronicled the lives of Dana, David,
Jeanette, and Peter, as well as the lives of their Glorietta
Elementary School classmates in the book, “The World Is
Young.”

In thanking the council on behalf of the Miller family,
Miller’s granddaughter, Inga, announced that a public me-
morial will be held in September, and invited all Orinda
residents to attend. More information will follow as plans
are finalized.

10 learn more about Wayne F. Miller and his work
visit our online archive at www.lamorindaweekly.com and
read Laurie Snyders articles entitled “A Hug for All
Time” and “Sharing the Moment with Photojournalist
Wayne F. Miller.”
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Saturdays 9am to 1pm
May 4th - November 23
Orinda Way, Orinda Village

925-431-8361 * www.cccfm.org

Serving local Contra Costa communities since 1982

Contra
Costa
Certifigd

ot

Full Body Massage * Foot Reflexology

Our atmosphere is friendly,
relaxing and professional

23 Orinda Way, Ste N
Orinda
925-258-1888
Hours: 10am to 9pm
www.wonderfulspacenter.99k.org

ORINDA $829,000
3/2. Charming home in peaceful
setting. NEW kitchen. Separate 12x20
office/studio.

Bo Sullivan DRE# 00954395

OLDWELL BANKER

SOy

The Real Estate Firm people trust

MORAGA $899,000
4/2. Quintessentially Moraga! 2,166

MORAGA

$2,595,000 LAFAYETTE

$1, 405 000 ORINDA .

LAFAYETTE $2,395,000
4/3.5. Desirable Happy Valley Home
with Guest house and Sparkling Pool!
Exudes understated elegance.

Loretta Barra DRE#01319151

- $1,285,000 ORINDA $2,099,000

5/4. Private New Orinda Estate.

sq.feet. Great floor plan with pool and
flat backyard.

Lana Fitzpatrick DRE# 01805218

$1,369,000

5/3.2. Charming Spanish Country Club home.

2,736 sq.ft. Beautifully landscaped lush gardens.
Lynn Molloy/Finola Fellner

DRE# 01910108/01428834

MORAGA $1,995,000
3/2.5. Lovely 4345 square foot home in
Sanders Ranch on .93 acre lot in
beautiful setting.

Elena Hood DRE# 01221247

ORINDA $1,400,000
4/3.2.Truly a classic! Storybook Tudor
w/ English Gardens and Ponds.

Shellie Kirby DRE# 01251227

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600
2 Theatre Square, Suite 211 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

5/4.5. Expansive home with 5471 sq ft
on a private |.63 acre lot, beautiful
traditional finishes.

Elena Hood

DRE# 01221247 Kim McAtee

4/3. Single Ivl rancher w/walls of glass & 3/2.5. Open beamed ceilings,glass
cathedral ceilings. Spectacular views walls,cust. tiled flrs,spacious kit.,pvt
and a pool. mst ste.,and Irg deck!
Nancy Stryker

Panoramic Views. Close to town and
BART.

DRE#0120021 R|ck & Nancy Booth DRE#01388020/01341390

-

We believe in home and
all the magical things that
come with it....

DRE#01902466

ORINDA $3,200, 000

5/4.2. Spanish Mediterranean Country

Club with lake views. Small vineyard &

Ivl yard. Stunning!

Fellner/Molloy  DRE#01428834/01910108

-

PLEASANT HILL $1,050,000
3/2.5. Dramatic view house in
prestigious Grayson Woods. Lives like
a 5 bedroom.

Jeannette Bettencourt DRE#0!154506

LAFAYETTE $875,000
3/2.0On .54 acres, this 3/2 ranch home+
an office & art studio also has a large in-
law unit.

The Hattersley’s DRE# 01 181995/00445794

ORINDA $2,200,000
6/5. Great entertaining home
w/panoramic views. Stunning pool
w/flat yard on level site.
Laura Abrams

ORINDA $3,650,000
4+/4.5. Romantic, Contemporary Villa
Built in "90 on 1.3 Ac with Amazing
Gardens,Vistas & Privacy.

The Hattersley’s DRE# 01181995/00445794

ORINDA $1,585,000
4/3. Lovely single story contemporary
remodeled home on level parcel cul-
de-sac location.
Laura Abrams

DRE# 01272382 DRE# 01272382

coLDWeLL
BANKER D
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

californiamoves.com

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. DRE License # 01908304
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Teensdrent.net

925/899-5644*

Whatever you need

we can do it!
\

e Yard work

e House work

e Childcare
e Birthday Partiesi % ¢

*References online www.teens4rent.net
Email: jackodonnell 1 4@yahoo.com
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25) §27:9588
10) 451-7373

THE LAW OFFICE OF
DANIEL L. DUREE

Estate Planning Attorney

Please call today for a
complimentary consultation
at my office or in your home.

Complete Trust-based
Estate Plans from $1,199

925.210.1400 www.DuReeLaw.com

1535 North Main Street,
Suite 240 ® Walnut Creek

Providing Insurance and
Financial Services

It’s no accident more people trust State Farm.
| Mike Rosa, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
1042 Country Club Drive, Moraga
925-376-2244

| LE A GO0 STIGITR ﬁ STATT PARS 1% THERES

P040036 02/04  State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL
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Editor:

Two recent Orinda City Council (OCC) meetings have de-
voted considerable time to Plan Bay Area (PBA)--in one
case, an entire Special Meeting convened solely for this
purpose. Regrettably, although these meetings have been
beneficial in developing public awareness of PBA, citizens
appropriately concerned with maintaining the semi-rural
character of Orinda have been led to believe that PBA will
destroy or significantly alter it.

Not true. Review of PBA's evolution reveals that, after re-
quests made by OCC, Orinda's preliminary housing allo-
cation has been reduced by ABAG to the point where it
now conforms to Orinda's existing General Plan. These
requests occurred after public discussion at OCC meetings.
In this regard, OCC and city staff have served Orinda cit-
izens well by closely monitoring the development of Plan
Bay Area as it affects Orinda.

Additionally, according to the staff report presented to
OCC at the May 13 Special Meeting (report available on
the Orinda website), Orinda has not applied for Priority
Development Area (PDA) designation for its downtown
area. As stated in the report, should Orinda want to con-
sider this action, the advantages and disadvantages would
be discussed at a city council meeting with prior notice that
would allow for public input.

[ also want to draw attention to the following excerpt from
the PBA Draft EIR (http://onebayarea.org/pdf/Draft

EIR Chapters/3.1_Alternatives.pdf), page 3.1-48:
"Consistency with Local Plans . . . Plan Bay Area will not
supersede existing general plans. . . . Land use patterns in-
cluded in the adopted Plan Bay Area would only be im-
plemented insofar as local jurisdictions adopt the policies
and recommendations included in the proposed Plan."
OCC has forwarded all of the communications it has re-
ceived regarding concerns about various aspects of Plan
Bay Area to ABAG/MTC. Citizens can also lobby our
local Assembly Member and Senator requesting the elim-
ination or modification of AB 32, SB 375, and related laws
that mandate coordinated regional transportation and land
planning (and Assembly and Senate candidates can be
asked to state their position). In the end, these are the only
agencies--not OCC--that can act to address the concerns.
Robert Burt

Orinda

Editor:

Opponents of regional planning have engaged in distortion
and coded language to whip up fear and hostility toward
Plan Bay Area and the regional planning agencies ABAG
and MTC. Irecently received an alarming flyer and robo-
call telling me of the imminent destruction of Orinda, loss
of property, and massive high rise apartments for low-in-
come people foisted upon us by “unelected bureaucrats”.
The hysterical claims made by these groups and individu-
als are just not true.

Long range planning for the needs of future generations is
essential for the economy and quality of life in the Bay
Area. Orindais not anisland. Like most Orinda residents,
my daily life and activities frequently take me to other
communities and cities in the Bay Area. I believe that res-
idents of Orinda, and all residents of the Bay Area, have
an obligation to work with other communities and address
our long term needs together. I think it is imperative that
our Orinda elected officials have a seat at the table to rep-
resent our interests.

Plan Bay Area does not usurp local control of land use de-
cisions. Any new development proposal will continue to
go through the same stringent process and design review
as it always has. There is no plan to bulldoze downtown
Orinda and erect soviet style “pack and stack” high rises
for low-income people as opponents have baselessly
claimed. Residents of Orinda are the ones who will decide
what their downtown will look like now and in the future.
Our freedoms and property rights are not under assault.
There is no nefarious plot to move people out of single-
family homes or to force them to give up their cars if they
don’t want to. However, Plan Bay Area does suggest that
we look at broadening choices of housing options. I wish
those who zealously speak of freedom to live in single
family homes would also concede that some of us might
prefer to live in apartments, townhomes or condominiums
close to BART. The tiresome repetition of “stack and
pack” to describe such housing is insulting, elitist, and just
not true. I for one favor a mix of retail and residential de-
velopment in downtown Orinda.

I also believe we have an obligation to provide affordable
housing and I am proud that Orinda has fulfilled some of
our obligations through the development of the Eden Sen-
ior Housing and the Pulte development.

Valerie Sloven

Orinda

Editor:

In regards to the 6/5/13 article, "Neighbors Challenge Mor-
aga Center Specific Plan", please tell me Jennifer Stacy
and Daniel Martini didn't really say the $750,000 town-
homes planned for the empty lot between Moraga Way
and Country Club Dr. would draw riff-raff to neighbor-
hoods and "within a few years this type of development
would attract the wrong type of people to Moraga". Please
tell me the author of the article paraphrased or misheard
their remarks......please.

My family and I have lived in the Paseo Moraga town-
homes off Alta Mesa for the past 10 years. These town-
homes are similarly priced and arranged as the planned
townhomes for Country Club Dr. Does the fact that we've
lived there for 10 years "grandfather" us from being thrown
into that riff-raff clause of “wrong people" living in Mor-

aga? Because if not, I'll tell my wife she never should have
volunteered for the Moraga Juniors all those years, raising
thousands of dollars for improvement projects in Moraga
and for riff-raff in less privileged communities in the Bay
Area. We'll stop giving money every year to the Moraga
Education Foundation and the PTA, and stop voting for
parcel tax hikes and volunteering for the phone banks to
pass those measures. We'll stop volunteering for the park
clean-ups, the pear picking, the Moraga Triathalon, and
stop giving towards the fireworks fund. We'll both quit
our jobs and collect welfare and food stamps like the "riff-
raff" who live in $750,000 townhomes always do.

Miss Stacy and Mr. Martini, riff-raff is not defined by the
money you make or the size of the house you live in. The
"wrong type of people" may live in a gated community or
a $1.5mil home in the country club. Just because one's
townhome may not cost as much as your home, doesn't
mean that they don't volunteer in the community, donate
to their schools, and do their very best to make our com-
munity richer, safer, and more desirable for people to live
in. For ALL people to live in.

Regards,

John Silberman

Moraga

(Editor s note: In the article entitled “Neighbors Challenge
the Moraga Center Specific Plan,” some of the comments
macde by the speakers referenced were paraphrased for
brevity and were not contained within quotation marks. In
the interest of clarity, here are the quotes in question as
transcribed by our reporter.

J. Stacy: "They did the same type of development in Half
Moon Bay. The crimes increased, you have burglaries, you
have robberies, you have gangs coming from over the hills
to deal with the gangs in the affordable housing units; we
didn't have those before.”

D. Martini: "I'm a retired Chief of Police Services (city
withheld) and I can tell you that every development that I
watched over my 34 years when it's built in this condensed
housing format or affordable housing increased our calls
for service, increased our crime statistics. 1t is a given fact
that within two to three years you're going to see renters
and leases, it's going to attract the wrong (people), it's
going to take away from the charm that drove me to come
here."

Editor:

When retired police chief Mr. Martini was quoted saying,
"within a few years this type of development would attract
the wrong type of people to Moraga." Did anyone bother
to ask him what he meant by this statement, specifically?
What is the wrong type of person for Moraga? Is there a
sliding scale based on our particular tax bracket? Person-
ally, I think it would be great to build affordable housing
like that proposed in the Moraga Center Specific Plan. That
way our very own teachers, or even policemen, could af-
ford to live in Moraga... before they are retired that is.
Matthew Eglin

Moraga

Editor:

In the front page article, “Neighbors Challenge the Moraga
Center Specific Plan,” June 5, 2013, Sophie Braccini re-
minds us: “This would not be the first time Moraga resi-
dents have challenged an already-approved project. For
more information, read ‘Palos Colorados: A Long Time
Coming’ in our first issue, March 14, 2007 . ..”

As Ursula K. Le Guin wrote, “There are no right answers
to wrong questions.”

The wrong question is: “How can we provide sufficient
water, food, housing, education, jobs, transportation, in-
frastructure, health care, recreation, open space, etc. for our
perpetually increasing population?”’

The right question is: How can we stabilize the population
of America, California, and Lamorinda?”

When will we begin asking the right question? My guess
would be about 2075 when Lamorinda’s population will
be approximately . . . Well, you don’t want to know.
Edward C. Hartman

Moraga

Editor:

On Saturday June 1, 2013 my husband and I hosted a Fi-
esta celebrating the last day of my 59th year. Thank you.
We have lived in Campolindo for 29 years, raised our chil-
dren here, and celebrated every memory in our beautiful
home. Our home this evening was filled with music, Love,
and laughter. We sent a thoughtful flyer to our surrounding
lovely neighbors letting them know the stark quiet would
be disrupted for a time. At 9:45pm, a polite police officer
let himself into our yard to tell us a neighbor TWO blocks
away had called in a noise complaint. We were told if we
didn't shut the music down, he would return and issue a
$500.00 citation. The officer could certainly see this was
not an out of hand situation, but rather a wonderful party
in which most of us would understand and applaud. My
issue here is tolerance and the use of good judgment. We
were planning all along to quiet the music in particular at
11pm. Our immediate neighbors were always a priority.
Neighbor TWO blocks away WOW!! In my humble opin-
ion, our police officers should look into a situation before
threatening a citation (as well as calling for backup) AND
as citizens lucky enough to have a police force, we should
be thoughtful when using our emergency resources rather
than abusing them.

Libby Duryea

Moraga
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3985 N. Peardale, Lafayette

Brydon: Ives

This beautifully crafted Happy Valley Estate will
capture your heart and soul. Built in 2003, this
home has a grand yet intimate appeal featuring

6 BR + library/den, 5 BA, 6,038+/- sq. ft. all set on a
.94+/- acre meticulously landscaped parcel with
park-like grounds. The interior of the home matches
the exterior with a grand, but warm entrance and
a fluid floor plan that accommodates daily living as
well as entertaining. Enjoy the open and airy living
areas that are designed to maximize indoor/out-
door living from nearly every room.

www.3985NPeardale.com
Offered at $4,995,000

Red Cloud Rising
MOFD grapples with deficit

By Nick Marnell

wo radical changes to pol-

icy were discussed at the
June 5 meeting of the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District board of di-
rectors. Because of a larger than
expected operating loss for the
current year and a forecast deficit
of over $1 million for fiscal year
2013-14, service cutbacks and an
increase in the fire flow tax rate
were offered as potential solu-
tions to offset the back-to-back
years of red ink.

MOFD Fire Chief Randall
Bradley presented the board a
preliminary draft of the 2013-14
fiscal year budget, which in-
cluded a forecast of a $600,000
increase in property tax revenue.
However an increased payment to
fund the employees' retirement
account, and the debt service on
the district's pension obligation
bond, swallowed up nearly the
entire revenue gain. Coupled
with a projected loss for the cur-
rent year of over $1.2 million -
$400,000 more than originally
forecast, partly due to a surprise
prior year adjustment to property
tax revenue — the district will
grapple with over $2 million in
losses for this fiscal year and
next.

"The only way I can bring the
board a balanced budget for this
year is through service reduc-
tions,” said Bradley. Discussion
ensued over the potential reduc-
tions, specifically, the additional
cross-staffing of MOFD ambu-
lances.

MOFD deploys three ambu-
lances: Medic 141 at station 41
on Moraga Way in Moraga,
Medic 144 at station 44 on Or-
chard just off Moraga Way in
Orinda, and Medic 145 at station
45 in Orinda Village. Stations 41
and 45 currently have a three-per-
son engine company and a two-
person ambulance crew on duty
at all times. Station 44 is as-
signed only a three-person engine
company; it operates either Medic
144 or the engine, depending on
the nature of the emergency.

The district refers to the per-
sonnel structure at station 44 as
“cross-staffing.”

If the district were to instead
cross-staff Medic 141 and Medic
145, and assign a full-time, two-
person crew to the ambulance at
station 44, it would eliminate two
full-time positions.

"Our service model is based
upon expectations," cautioned
Bradley. "There would be a pub-
lic outcry." Moraga resident Dick

Olsen also advised the board
against such a policy decision.
"Chief Johnston brought this
same proposal up 12 years ago
and he was nearly tarred and
feathered," he said.

“We don’t support any service
level reductions, and hope that
the board doesn’t change its pol-
icy on that,” said Vince Wells,
president of Local 1230 United
Professional Firefighters of Con-
tra Costa County.

Other cost-saving ideas were
presented. Mark DeWeese,
MOFD union representative,
pointed out that $2.5 million
could be recovered from the cap-
ital budget if the district halted
the scheduled improvements to
stations 43 and 41. The board also
discussed the possibility of rais-
ing the district's fire flow tax rate,
which is currently at 6 cents per
fire risk unit. (A fire risk unit on
an improved parcel is a figure cal-
culated according to a formula
based in part on the building con-
struction, its square footage and
whether it contains an approved
sprinkler system.) The rate is
capped at 6 cents in Orinda; Mor-
aga's rate may increase to 30
cents with a vote by the board of
directors. A 1-cent increase in
Moraga's fire flow tax rate
equates to nearly a $90,000 an-
nual revenue increase for the dis-
trict.

The budget discussion will
continue at a special June 20
meeting. The board will also re-
visit the station 46 debate. "Direc-
tor Steve Anderson requested that
the Station 46 item be reconsid-
ered, so I will be putting it on the
agenda for the meeting," said
Bradley.

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors Meetings
The Moraga-Orinda Fire District
holds Board Meetings on the first
and third Wednesday of every
month at 7 p.m. Any exceptions
will be posted in advance.

Next meeting

The June 19 regular meeting
was canceled and a Special
Meeting is scheduled for
June 20, 7 p.m.
(Go to www.mofd.org as the meeting
date approaches for location and
more information)

Lamorinda Fire News

Briefs on page A12
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Debbie Johnston & Lisa Geary
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www.DebbieJohstonTeam.com

www.facebook.com/debbiejohnstonteam
debbie.johnston@pacunion.com or lisa.geary@pacunion.com
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Civic News Lafayette
Property Rights Prevail Over Vintage

Adobe Home

... continued from page A3
The home had seen some up-
grades over the years, but much
of the exterior structure is made
of unreinforced adobe bricks usu-
ally made of a composite of clay,
water and straw—the Rossons
believed that to be a safety con-
cern in the event of an earth-
quake.

Supporters of preserving the
home started a grassroots social
media campaign with a Facebook
page called “Save Lafayette’s
History” that stated, “It would be
a tragedy to lose such a beautiful
part of Lafayette’s history — to-
gether we can save this home;”
they also eventually sought to ob-
tain historic landmark status for
the property.

While the Facebook page gar-
nered some “likes” and com-
ments from more than a dozen
readers, unfortunately that wasn’t
enough to sway the commission
on the lot line issue or the
Lafayette City Council on grant-
ing landmark status. In the end,
cooler heads prevailed and after a

neighborhood meeting, many res-
idents supported the project.

Supporters stayed up well past
their bedtimes to comment on the
key issue, the historical status of
the home at the May 28 city coun-
cil meeting. Realtor Dana Green
spoke up on behalf of her clients
the Rossons, “I’d like to set the
record straight and provide my
opinion.” She discussed the due
diligence of the buyers, working
with contractors and inspectors,
“it became apparent that it would
not be cost effective to keep the
project in the current form.”

Mary McCosker and the
board of the Historical Society
stated their case in a letter to the
council nominating the home for
designation as a historical land-
mark and pointed out the reasons
why it qualifies, spelling out spe-
cific benchmarks about how the
home and the original owner sig-
nificantly contributed to the his-
tory of Lafayette.

Although some of the condi-
tions could arguably be met, Sen-

ior Planner Christine Sinnette
pointed out that the objections of
the property owners should be
considered in this case — the home
was sold without any restrictions
or limitations, to take into account
a possible historic landmark sta-
tus, at a fair market price. Attor-
ney David Bowie representing
the Rossons called it a fundamen-
tal fairness issue. The prior own-
ers could have pursued obtaining
historical status, but they didn’t
conclude the process — he claimed
it is unfair to “make it historical
at my clients’ expense.”

Ultimately the City Council
voted to deny the landmark sta-
tus, sighting the previous owner’s
option to pursue the designation,
as well as Bowie’s legal argument
that a house can’t be put on the
historic register without the con-
sent of the property owner.
Bowie called it a “haphazard
nomination at best,” and added
the home “simply doesn’t meet
the criteria.”

Civic News orinda
Final Clean Up of Former Gas Station Almost Complete

... continued from page A6

RWQCB project manager Kevin
Brown and senior engineering geolo-
gist Chuck Headlee, who are still re-
viewing the recent report from
Arcadis, said it “looks good overall”
and noted a “significant overall drop”
in contamination levels. When asked

why the process takes so long, they
jokingly said “BP” but added when
there’s potential sale activity that can
help expedite the course of action. If
the review goes well, they may have
a “no further action” letter for the for-
mer BP station by the end of the year.

To find out more, go to the Geo-
Tracker GAMA (Groundwater Ambi-
ent Monitoring and Assessment)
hosted by the state of California,
which has all the relevant reports and
data, www.geotracker.waterboards.
ca.gov/gama.
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Public Forum

MOFD Needs a Better Governance
Strategy

The MOFD Board of Directors is required by the California Public Re-
source Code to approve the District’s budget and to hire and fire the
Chief. Beyond these duties, its role, presumably, is to create policies
which District staff would then carry out. But you don’t have to look
far to see that the current governance structure conduces neither to real
policies nor to salubrious, well considered decisions. We the People
must encourage the District to repair the system so that our long term
interests can be properly considered. Ihave a solution to offer, but first,
let’s review the problem.

To begin with, our volunteer directors typically are not familiar with
the ways of the Fire Service and they tend to depend upon the Fire Chief
for guidance. In the recent past this brought us national disgrace when
MOFD was harshly criticized (in the Wall Street Journal!) for its “pol-
icy” of so-called pension spiking.

One resonant result of this ill-fated episode is a strong and abiding
public suspicion of the Board’s competence as a steward of public funds.
Unfortunately, Board members did not choose to use these events as an
opportunity to come together with each other, staff, other local officials
and the public to redefine with clarity MOFD’s long term physical in-
vestment, revenue and spending policies. With that sort of collaborative
planning done, they could have then returned to spending the public’s
money with some political confidence. However, as things now stand,
whenever a major expense comes up for a vote, discussions are fractious
because several directors are so intensely conscious of the political heat
they must endure if they appear to be over spending. Without coherent
policy guidelines, how can these men possibly provide sensible gover-
nance?

An unfortunate case in point which illustrates this is the absence of
policy regarding whether or not the District should have adequate unified
administrative office space. Instead of coming together with one another
and the Chief'to understand what sort of set up would best serve the Dis-
trict and its residents, the Board made de facto policy by denying funds
for a new building. Because they jumped into this prior to agreeing first
on the District’s actual needs, the decision making process was fraught
with discord and what followed was a measly accommodation to cir-
cumstances instead of thoughtful planning. Shouldn’t the Board be look-
ing at the larger picture and planning so staff can act accordingly?
Wouldn’t that conduce to better stewardship and governance?

All of this was again painfully evident in the Board’s way of han-
dling the possible relocation of a fire station and how this was tangled
up in a possible expansion to include the City of Lafayette. In this case,
again, there had been no policy discussion and no long term planning
(regarding Lafayette). Instead we got the same old crisis-based, divisive
3-2 vote, shortsighted decision making all over again. Although, one
director averred that a consolidated Lamorinda District would be a far
more economical proposition with 7 fire stations rather than with eight
(with the 7th located on the Orinda-Lafayette border), there was no dis-
cussion of this. It was too late. That discussion should have begun years
ago, but, alas, the larger picture was neither properly conceived of nor
planned for.

So, whom should we blame, the Fire Chief, the Board? As a recov-
ering long time observer of the Board (six years of monthly meetings),
I say that the fault lies mainly in the structure of the system and not so
much with the individuals involved. Clearly, we need to modify the
governance structure so that it fosters long term policy making and al-
lows less politically motivated interference with its implementation.

Now that a majority of MOFD Board members are brand new to the
position, it’s more important than ever for us to wonder by what means
they can be educated about the Fire Service, learn to focus on making
good policy and refrain from creating thoughtless de facto policy when
the political heat is turned up. In the past, the Board has attempted to
remediate its internal dysfunction by engaging a short term consultant.
Unfortunately, the benefits of this were likewise short term.

My suggestion is two-fold. First, the Board should hire as a con-
sultant a retired chief level officer (part time, without benefits) for 5 years
to teach them about the context of the strategies and policies they should
be creating. Second, if the Board can thus-wise bring itself to agree
unanimously upon the goals, strategies and polices of the District, then
it can step back from micro-managing staff. That is, the Board can de-
cide for itself if some particular initiative proposed by the Fire Chief is
or is not is congruent with its policies and then abstain from spending
endless hours poking at the details. Board members would have their
own judgment as well as the Fire Chief’s to rely upon, and they would
also have an independent opinion rendered by their educational consult-
ant. If it could be made to work, this model would restore to the Board
some of its faded credibility. Informational meetings would be longer,
but the contentious, politically charged business meetings would be
much shorter.

But the odds are slim that MOFD Board members will take steps to
reform their governance structure just because they read about it in the
newspaper. No, they will need you to get them motivated. Whether you
live in areas served by MOFD or in Lafayette, please go to mofd.org
and contact the Board members and the Chief. Please demand that they
create a sensible governance structure to properly study, and then craft,
the best possible fire protection and EMS arrangement for Lamorinda.
We need to see thoughtful planning before they once more get lost in
the weeds of their start-and-stop implementation pattern. Clearly, they
need your help, they need it badly and they need it now!

Jonathan Goodwin

Canyon

(Jonathan Goodwin is an advocate for emergency preparedness and coor-
dinator of the Canyon Fire Council)

Join our Public Forum

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities that requires
more than the 350 words to which we must limit Letters to the Editor, don't despair! You can submit
your letter to our Public Forum section. Just send your letter to letters@lamorindaweekly.com
and let us know you'd like to be considered for the Public Forum.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions
with your community. Send a letter to the
editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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Civic News Moraga
Getting the Word Out About Road Work

... continued from page AS

A team of volunteers may knock
on your door to tell you what’s going
on with your street. “Each team will
be led by a subject matter expert,
someone from the design team, the
construction management team or
staff. We will be out there to respond
to any questions regarding what is
happening with the streets.”

The outreach effort will include a
dedicated website and a Facebook
page where you can see what work is
in progress. “We will have a test strip
demonstration for council members
and the public to look at,” said Kwan.
“We will also put out notifications to
all impacted residents.”

Signs proudly proclaiming “Your

Measure K Dollars at Work” will be
displayed at worksites and on con-
tractors’” equipment. “We will also
have lawn signs available that say
‘Shop Moraga First,”” he added, “be-
cause it is important for us to recog-
nize that it is the money from the sales
tax collected in Moraga that is going
to finance this project.”
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Temporary Signs Flourish
Corridor

.. continued from page A4

Atthe June 12 meeting of the Moraga Town
Council, the owners of the new Café Hacienda
Home/Made asked permission for small A-
frame signs to direct the public to the café’s lo-
cation at the Hacienda de las Flores that is not
easily found if you don’t know where to look.
They had to defend their request against the
challenge of commercial real estate broker Dave
Schnayer who claimed that the signs would give
that business unequal treatment.

“The Town is creating further exceptions,
favoritism and discriminating against those
businesses and business people who have been
operating in our Town for years,” wrote
Schnayer to the town manager. As he indicated
in his letter, there have been numerous discus-
sions in town regarding such signage but no
rules have been approved and businesses that
use A-frame signs to promote themselves re-
ceive violation notices from town staff.

Town Manager Jill Keimach said that the
proposed signs were an exception to the rule, as
informational signs direct people to where the
business is located.

Council members considered the letter and
heard the plea of Gayle Somers, one of the
café’s owners, who explained they had no other 1« =
way to indicate where they are located.

Councilmember Roger Wykle argued that
allowing the signs would create a disparity in
the way businesses are treated, but after a short
discussion the signs were approved ona 3 to 1
vote.

As for those gas station signs, Planning De-
partment assistant Kelley Clancy confirmed that
notices of violation requiring the removal of the
signs had been sent to the gas stations and to
Schnayer, who displays two signs along Moraga
Road that are larger and more numerous than
what the town allows. She was not sure what the
next step would be if they do not comply.

¥ | L

Along Scenic

The café’s A-frame sign recelved approval.

This vacant business sign along Moraga Road is non-compliant.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Underfloor Drains

e Downspout Systems

e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

e Retaining Walls

e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

l-""'-‘-"

92503779209 (@
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visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com

LeapFrog Plumbing

Got gas? Many people
think plumbers deal only
with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

eapFrog Loot
$50 off

AnLRumbing oD _
LeapFrog Loot

$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600

-l

Mo’s sizzling
summer
specials...

* Outdoor kitchens

* New gas lines for cooktops
and dryers

* Fire pits & patio heaters b e

o e pabonsa” 1 LeapFrog Lot
' $200 off

1 Tankless water heater

1 installation

_-_"'l'--'l

We’re poly-pipe certified
(used by PG&E - better than iron)

“1 coupon per service, exp. 8/30/13

We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

green solutions!

CA Lic
929641

WWW. LeapFrogPIumblng com
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MICHAELVERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.

General Contractor

925 631 1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.

Lic# 681593

“A little bit of myself
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

Owner,
Moraga Resident

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious

On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

Cabinet Modifications

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
* Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
* Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
* Cabinet alterations/repairs
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,
crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093

Licensed Cabinet &
Millwork Contractor
#598395

Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com
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CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST

REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

» Slipcovers * Pillows ® Window Cushions
* Custom Upholstery ® Design Consulting
Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available ® Free Estimates By Phone

M.R.S.

v INel Wl [raftanarnship

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2
(925) 962-0579

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

LAFAYETTE PAINTING

A Color Coordinated Exterior Paint
Job By us will make your home
Appraisal at least $20,000 Higher!

All Work Supervised By Owner/Contractor
* Re-painting Specialist ~ * Restorations
+ Color Coordinating + Waterproofing
+ Remodeling + Redwood Deck Renewal
+ Acoustic Ceiling Removal

A Local Contractor Living & Working In
The Lamorinda Area For Over 20 Years

FREE Estimates 283-8621

_______________ -
Complete Interior 1
or Exterior

Fully Insured Lic. #342005 exp. 9-1-13 a

BURKIN ELECTRIC
“Let Us Light Up Your Life”
Residential * Commercial * Industrial
JETE” S s e e o
e All Work Done by Owner
Uesciossins gl

T

=z
[T —r—1"

rofessional Installation of:
* Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Service Upgrade
* Gomplete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation

www.BurkmEIectrlc net

Sole Proprietor

~ HE’S ALL ABOUT LAMORINDA -~

CLARK THOMPSON
REAL ESTATE BROKER

DRE #: 00903367

Village ASSOCIATES REAL ESTATE

Ofhce: 925-254-8585
Cell: 925-998-7898

email: ct@clarkthompson.com
Search the MLS: www.clarkthompson.com

Rl-All-\lAllA

93 Moraga Way, Orinda

Lamorinda Fire News Briefs

By Nick Marnell

Lafayette Emergency Services Task Force
Deep into the night of June 10 — actually, at 12:40 a.m.
June 11 — and with the support of a handful of concerned
Lafayette residents who stayed til the wee hours to voice
their opinions, the Lafayette City Council voted unani-
mously to create the 2013 Emergency Services Task
Force; its mission to analyze the delivery of fire and emer-
gency medical services to Lafayette residents. It is ex-
pected to deliver a preliminary report by Sept. 30.
“One-third of the city has no fire service, and that is un-
acceptable,” said Councilmember Brandt Andersson. The
Board of Supervisors closed Lafayette’s fire station 16 and
has no plans to reopen it in the near future. When the
board also rejected the station 46 consolidation plan be-
tween the county and the Moraga-Orinda Fire District, the
city decided to investigate fire service alternatives, includ-
ing possible annexation into MOFD.

ConFire Advisory Board member Bill Granados made a
plea to the City Council on behalf of the fire district. “We
want to help. We’re not going to give up on you,” he said.
“We didn’t drop the ball; four supervisors did that... What
you’re doing tonight may open their eyes.”

The task force will be comprised of five to seven volun-
teers, likely including council members Andersson and
Traci Reilly.

New President for MOFD Board

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District board of directors
elected John Wyro as its president to fill the term of Frank
Sperling, who resigned on May 24. The board will con-
sider conducting a special election to fill Sperling's vacant
seat; Sperling represented Division 1 in Moraga.

Testy Board of Supervisors
An angry and frustrated Contra Costa County Board of

Supervisors fired back at its June 4 meeting over the pub-
lic's refusal to accept the dire financial condition of the
Contra Costa County Fire Protection District. Because of
budget cuts, the district is faced with another fire station
closure in July and one more in January; this after the clos-
ing of two other stations in 2012, including Lafayette’s
station 16.

Firefighters stood along the chamber walls and cheered
as ConFire Battalion Chief Ben Smith attacked the board
for not finding the money to help rebuild the district. "I
know you didn't create these problems, but you refuse to
make the hard choices," he said. "You've left us with a
ramshackle of a fire department.

"Find the money. We cannot close another fire station."
Supervisor Mary Piepho affirmed that the board is com-
mitted to maintaining the safety and service to the com-
munity despite the budget cutbacks, but she did not think
that the meeting chambers should become a battleground
between the supervisors and the union. "We shouldn't be
fighting one another," she said. "It's communication with
the public that needs to occur.”

Vice chair Karen Mitchoff was skeptical. “The public
won’t believe us until something bad happens," she
said. "And then we’ll be blamed when that happens."
Since ConFire has been destaffed by nearly one-third,
the board agreed that operational changes need to be
made, with the safety of the firefighters of paramount
importance. It directed Fire Chief Daryl Louder and
staff to address structural issues - like automatic aid -
that might further undermine the limited service that
exists in the district. “We need to serve the district
ratepayers first before we go outside our boundaries,”
said Piepho.

"We've cried out and we've cried out. I'm beyond frus-
trated," said Mitchoff. "We are telling the public the
truth. But they don't want to accept the truth."

From Front Page
Three Lamorinda Odyssey of the Mind
Teams Place in Top 20 at World Finals

... continued from page A1

Moraga Rotary team competing at the Odyssey of the Mind World Finals. Front row, from left: Joaquin Moraga
Intermediate School students Austen Li, Jake Oxendine, Navid Boozarpour; back row: Maya Ramesh, Meera Ramesh,

Ming Qian, Anshula Srivastava, and coach Omid Boozarpour.

Then the competition started.
Stanley Middle School’s team
placed 8th in its division for the
problem “It’s How You Look At It,”
Glorietta Elementary School’s fifth-
grade team placed 16th in its divi-
sion for the “Tumble-wood”
problem, and the Moraga team com-
prised of seven eighth-graders,
sponsored by Moraga Rotary, tied
for 12th place with Singapore’s
Saint Margaret’s Secondary School
and the International School of
Geneva.

For JM team members Navid
Boozarpour, Austen Li, Jake Oxen-
dine, Ming Qian, Maya Ramesh,
Meera Ramesh, and Anshula Srivas-
tava, the voyage started in elemen-
tary school when Lydia Oxendine,
Fei Lin and Diana Boozarpour heard
about the program, talked about it
and proposed it to their children.
The group as it is today assembled
in sixth grade and has competed for
three years. They’ve always done
well, but this was their first appear-
ance at the World Finals in their age
category.

“This year our project was really

creative and out of the box,” says
Navid. “We competed in the cate-
gory called ‘ARTchitecture: The
Musical’ and invented a flipping
backdrop for our performance.”

Each team faced unique chal-
lenges in the competition. For ex-
ample, the JM team had to imagine,
construct and execute a performance
that included a replica of an existing
ancient monument. The perform-
ance had to include three works of
art that “disappeared” and two char-
acters that went on a quest to find
them. The performance also in-
cluded two songs that were accom-
panied by some type of dance.

“We were very strong in the cre-
ation of the replica of Chichen Itza,
of the artifacts and the general sce-
nario,” says Austen.

“One of the high quality things
that we did was the acting,” adds
Jake, “acting, singing and dancing.”

They also credited their great re-
sults this year to their coach, Omid
Boozarpour — a senior at Cam-
polindo and former Odyssey partic-
ipant himself — for the way he
challenged them to think creatively.

Photo provided

“The coach is there to encourage
[the team], ask questions and push
them to do their best,” says Boozar-
pour. “He cannot make any sugges-
tions.”

Odyssey of the Mind is a truly
multi-disciplinary challenge that
teams work on months in advance of
the competitions. Bringing props,
materials and performing are not the
teams’ only challenges. During the
competition, teams are given spon-
taneous problems they have to solve
by themselves within a few minutes.
For example, making as many bun-
dles as possible of random objects
with a small amount of string within
three minutes, or inventing a story
that has to integrate toothpicks.

Working as a team and trusting
each other is a large part of what stu-
dents learn.

There are many Odyssey of the
Mind teams in Lamorinda but, ac-
cording to the parents, what they
need most are volunteer coaches so
the program can expand even more.
To learn more about Odyssey of the
Mind, visit www.odysseyofthe-
mind.com/learn_more.php.
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Trailside Chickens Amuse and Educate
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By Cathy Dausman

Marchiano's brood.

Mike Marchiano  simply
crows about his chickens.
“I love to garden,” said the
Lafayette resident, who explained
that his becoming a Master Gar-
dener led him to keeping chickens.

“A Walnut Creek friend gave
me a book [about chickens],”
Marchiano said.

Thinking the project would
keep his children off the computer,
he started small, buying three hens
five years ago. “My first coop was
a galvanized bucket with saw dust.”

Over time he expanded to 10
hens, among them a Brama, An-
dalusian, Naked Neck, Silkie, Friz-
zle, Polish, Ameraucana and Barred
Rock, and several coops with art-
work he has painted himself. “Papa
John (Kiefer, a local sustainable
living advocate, see
http://tinyurl.com/mhemtxq) is my
mentor,” Marchiano said.

Why does Marchiano keep
chickens? Good quality for a start
— his backyard eggs are Omega-3
enriched and are “yolkier, and more
orange than store bought eggs,” he
said. Plus, he added, it’s fun, it pro-
motes community and a more sus-
tainable lifestyle. All that, and his
children learned to appreciate the
cycle of life.

Marchiano called the work
good therapy. “I like to move
things around,” he said.

He’s had to make some garden-
ing adjustments; he can’t grow veg-
etables (the chickens would eat
them), so he grows herbs. His son
and daughter learned a bit about
business costs through egg collec-
tion and delivery. The family has
also learned some more difficult
life lessons — over time they have
lost six hens to raccoons, and al-
most lost a seventh to a gray fox.

From left, Roberto Mendoza, age 3, with brother Benjamin, 2, admire
Marchiano's brood.
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Photos Cathy Dausman

But the children nursed the latter
back to life treating the deep wound
themselves and feeding the hen
parmesan cheese laced with sulfa
drugs.

With his back yard abutting the
Lafayette Moraga Trail, Marchiano
loves to educate the people who
stop to observe his brood. He pa-
tiently answers questions like, “Do
you get eggs every day?” (Yes.
Each chicken lays one egg nearly
every day) or “Why don’t you have
arooster?” (Because they’re noisy;
hens merely cluck). He strives for
good communication among his
neighbors and he keeps his yard
picked up. But even Marchiano
draws the line on just how involved
he will be with his brood.

When asked if his chicken din-
ner ever comes from the back yard,
Marchiano replied: “I’m not ready
to take that step.”
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LAFAYETTE

beautv store & salon

with
purchase

Purchase $75
in dermalogica
retail products
and receive a
hydration gift
valued at $36!

3606 Mount Diablo Bivd, Lafayette
(at the former Pure Beauty location)

925-284-8600 www.Lafayette-Beauty.com

%& @247m

e/)ﬁf %///f//y since 1977

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,

Lafayette
between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988
www.waredesigns.com

Now $5, Reg $10
1 watch battery per person. Exp. 7/15/13.
Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

L
Watch Battery L
1
1

Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

THE ORINDA ASSOCIATION PRESENTS
LAMORINDA’S 30TH
4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION

% Mechanics

Owrind o
) WIIL]

NDetail

Bank

Schedule of Events:

7:30-10 a.m.

Orinda Community Center Plaza —Lamorinda Sunrise

Rotary Pancake Breakfast

7:55 a.m.
8a.m.

Flag-raising Ceremony
Haley’s Run for a Reason and “Boston Strong” Orinda

Roadrunners 30th Annual Fun Run

9a.m.

9:30 a.m.

10 a.m.
11:30-1:00 p.m.

Friends of the Orinda Library Book Sale

Community Booths and Kids Activities in Orinda Park
PARADE -Orinda Theatre to Orinda Community Center
Community Center Park Activities

v¢ Delicious Food and Beverage Booths
“¢ Live Music

“¢ Petting Zoo and Children’s Activities
v¢ Classic Car Show

For a complete listing of activities, road closures, and parking accommodations, go to www.orindaassociation.org

Presented in Partnership with

Orinda Community Foundation, Orinda Chamber of Commerce and Lafayette
ChamberoffCommerce, Orinda Parks & Recreation Foundation, Orinda Garden

Clubs and The City of Orinda
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1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga, Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous
www.starpilates.com 925-376-7500

Get Clean.

Total Clean 376-1004

Far poor howme.

CARPET CLEANING

LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

Summer SPECIAL

19" OFF

MARY H. SMITH, D.D.S.- CECELIA THOMAS, D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation
96 Davis Road, #5 - Orinda, CA 94563
925.254.0824

Taking care of all your dental needs for you and your
family. Emphasizing cosmetic dentistry with implants,
and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is available.
Consultations are complementary.

Dentistry with Excellence.

Rheem Valley Convalescent
Hospital & Rehabilitation

——

Award {'. % - ,|"
Winning
Care &
Rehab

Rheem Valley Convalescent Hospital & Rehabilitation
has earned the CMS 5-Star Rating, the AHCA
National Quality Bronze Award and has been ranked
as one of the Best Nursing Homes by U.S. News &
World Report. Let us provide you with Award Winning Care.
We Specialize in Post Acute Rehab — in addition to
traditional therapy techniques, we utilize state-of-the-art

therapy modalities including virtual rehabilitation.
Rheem Valley Convalescent

[
Hospital & Rehabilitation ﬁ HELITHE AN

348 Rheem Blvd, Moraga CA 94556, 925.376.5995

—
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CASA Volunteers:
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A Consistent Connection for Children in Foster Care
By Lou Fancher

CASA volunteers are ppointed by judges and are a powerful voice for
abused and neglected children in an overburdened child welfare system.
CASA of Contra Costa County currently has over 90 youth waiting for a

CASA volunteer.

Q n acronym is rarely described
as gloriously poetic and inci-

dentally profound, but CASA (Court
Appointed Special Advocates), is
both. “Casa” is the Spanish word for
home, for family dwelling: a safe, se-
cure, sturdy, long-lasting refuge. And
CASA volunteers are living embodi-
ments of the exact same qualities. In
the life of an abused, abandoned or
temporarily/permanently ~ without-
parents child, they are hope’s pre-
Servers.

CASA volunteers serve as advo-
cates for children placed in the care of
a Juvenile Dependency Court. Ap-
pointed by a judge, they become the
child’s voice — meeting with the child
and all individuals involved in the
child’s case, reviewing records and
applicable laws, and advocating with
compassion and objectivity on the
child’s behalf.

In Contra Costa County, 140 vol-
unteers strive to fill the flanks of Ex-
ecutive Director Charlie Mead’s
program. Serving approximately 150
children per year — just 10 percent of
the county’s 1,300 children; with 90
CASA-approved cases on the wait list
— recruiting is always on his mind.

“We train about 50-60 volunteers
per year, and yes,” he says, anticipat-
ing a question, “we’re always looking
for more men to be involved.”

Throughout the 950 programs na-
tionwide, Mead says 85 percent of the
volunteers are women, 15 percent
men. Because many of the boys in the
program have never had a strong
male presence in their lives, the desire
for male volunteers is critical.

But that doesn’t mean Mead sug-
arcoats the immense commitment re-
quired or the scrupulous selection
process.

“We put our volunteers through
intense screening. We have a high re-
sponsibility of never putting our vul-
nerable kids into any danger,” he says.

After the initial application and
screening, CASA volunteers com-
plete a 40-hour training program be-

Photo provided

fore selecting a case from files chosen
to match their interests and capabili-
ties. They are expected to serve a min-
imum of two years or until a case is
closed, whichever comes first. A 15-
20 hour monthly commitment in-
cludes weekly visits with the child,
submitting logs and court reports,
consulting with staff and attending
court hearings.

“You are a friend to the child, but
your primary role is to represent the
child as an officer of the court,” Mead
says. “You’re not the 911-gotta-fix-it
service: you're there to be the objec-
tive, concise voice of the child.”

But listen to the stories of three
Lamorinda volunteers and behind
their intellect, you will recognize an-
other tone: the sound of compassion.

Sue Woolwine of Orinda became
a CASA 21 years ago, after “lofting”
her own children. “I came across a
newspaper article, called CASA and
signed up. Needless to say, it has been
a good fit,” she says.

Woolwine has completed 12
cases and is currently serving an 8-
year-old girl. As a former teacher and
with the ability to speak Spanish, she
has special tools and enjoys helping
older children who are about to “age
out” of the system. (With the passage
of AB 12 —abill extending social sup-
port services for out-of-home children
to the age of 21 — aging out no longer
means a cut-off at 18.) She has
learned to live with the long, slow de-
pendency process and is continually
surprised by the amount of change the
children endure.

“At a time when these kids so
desperately need stability, constancy
and predictability, any change can be
a detriment. The CASA is often the
one constant in the child's life,” she
says.

Instead of describing what the
children receive from her, she says
they have given her unquantifiable in-
spiration and have taught her re-
silience.

Lafayette resident Jane Hufft re-

members standing in a high school
parking lot, listening to a frightened,
angry teenager screaming. “She was
on the streets at age 18 (before AB 12)
and had no way to finish high
school,” Hufft recalls. Years later,
while a principal at Morello Park El-
ementary in Martinez, a CASA vis-
ited a child at the school. Impressed,
Hufft vowed to enlist when she re-
tired.

In 2009, she completed her train-
ing and chose her first child. “You get
a stack of kids to read about, and one
file speaks to you,” she claims.
Hufft’s sentences tend to end with ex-
clamation marks: it’s easy to imagine
her charisma is a magnet for kids in
need of responsive, responsible
adults.

Hufft says she sees or hears about
parents in jail, on the streets, who are
severely mentally ill or have aban-
doned their children, or who just have
no ability to meet the demands of rais-
ing a child. “Homeless adults are hard
pressed to be good parents. Some
people are just plain cruel to kids, pe-
riod,” she admits, bluntly. But soon
after, she’s listing CASA skills sets:
ability to listen, commitment, knowl-
edge, willingness to learn, patience,
perseverance and good cheer! Oh,
and one more thing. It helps to stay
current on the coolest drinks at coffee
shops if your child is 17 or older. Vol-
unteers are not required to spend
money, but Mead says many CASA’s
prefer to share a simple meal or activ-
ity when meeting with their children.

Susan Casey learned about
CASA and began her training while
studying for the Bar exam in 2005.
The Lafayette resident’s first case,
“closed” after six years, is ongoing.
Today, she continues to mentor the
now 20-year-old “child” who first
jumped from a case file, as if to say,
“I’'m yours!”

“Every case is different and
brings forward new issues. You have
to be willing to learn new things,” she
says, adding, “It also helps if you like
ice cream.”

Despite what she calls “the horri-
ble atrocities perpetrated on (the) chil-
dren,” she admires their “enormous
capacity to love.” Beyond raising and
caring for her family, she says becom-
ing a CASA has been “daunting, but
so worthwhile.”

Notably, none of them offer the
classic volunteer’s lament: “It was so
much more work than I expected!”
Instead, they speak with gratitude and
determination — in the objective, com-
passionate language of CASA.

To learn more about becoming a
CASA volunteer, visit www.ccco-
casa.org.

Orinda Historical Society Display
Honors Veterans

By Laurie Snyder

The Orinda Historical Society Museum’s display win-
dow showcases military uniforms and war

memorabilia. Photo Andy Scheck

orld War II. Korea. Vietnam. Desert Storm.
America’s response to 9/11. They live quietly
among us — men and women who answered the call at
times when our nation and world needed unparalleled
strength of character and wisdom — the soldiers, avia-

tors, sailors, and military healthcare providers whose
eyes have seen what none should see: Auschwitz, Hi-
roshima, the kinds of wounds to bodies and minds that
can only be inflicted during war.

A special exhibit at the Orinda Historical Society
Museum has been wowing little ones and inspiring
their parents to stop and give silent thanks for their
neighbors’ bravery. Installed prior to Memorial Day
by OHS volunteers, the uniforms of multiple residents
—many impressively decorated with regimental crests,
unit commendations, campaign ribbons, and other
awards — are visible in the Society’s display case and
windows, arranged in a family-friendly presentation
designed to spark discussion. The exhibit also includes
maps of military campaigns and other memorabilia,
including a World War I-era helmet from an American
soldier, Nazi bayonet, photographs, and medals earned
for service.

Also included is a book of photographs taken by
World War II photojournalist, Wayne F. Miller, who
passed away May 22. Miller, the long-time Orinda res-
ident who served with the famed naval photographic
unit headed by Edward Steichen, captured many of
that era’s most unforgettable images.

Members of the Historical Society plan to keep
their tribute to veterans up through the week of July 4,
and hope residents and their families will take in the
display while attending Orinda’s upcoming Fourth of
July Celebration. The exhibit is viewable daily, regard-
less of whether or not the Society’s museum is open.
For more information, to become a Society member
or volunteer, or to loan or donate your military mem-
orabilia for inclusion in the display, call OHS: (925)
254-1353.
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Fireworks Could Fizzle Lacking Funds

By Cathy Dausman

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Last year’s 4th of July fireworks
Just as it takes a village to raise a

child, it takes a community — plus
$24,000 — to stage a fireworks show.
And if three very local “villages”
don’t step up with financial donations
for Moraga’s Fourth of July display,
then the future of those shows is quite
literally up in the air.

“People don’t understand the
town [of Moraga] doesn’t pay for [the
fireworks],” said Moraga Chamber of
Commerce representative Kathe Nel-
son.

Nelson spent a recent afternoon
placing half gallon Ball jars atop Mor-
aga business counters, where she
hopes they will attract customers’ at-
tention as well as their spare change.
A total of 48 jars will be distributed

Pennini manager Matthew Poirier sweetens the pot.

Photo Kevin Goto
throughout Lamorinda, including
Orinda and Lafayette.

The collection jar kickoff began
at June meetings of Kiwanis of Mor-
aga Valley and Lamorinda Sunrise
Rotary, and so far netted the cause
more than $175, bringing the current
total to over $1,600. Moraga Parks
and Recreation Director Jay Ingram
said the fireworks shows started in
1991, and up until last year the cost
has been covered by donations. Some
6,000 people enjoy the nighttime
event which is launched near Moraga
Country Club grounds and viewed
from Moraga Commons and sur-
rounding hills.

Former Moraga mayor Karen
Mendoca climbed the Commons hills

—
Photo Cathy Dausman
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seeking donations; current mayor
Dave Trotter passed the hat among
fellow golfers at Moraga Country
Club. Last year, however, Ingram
said Moraga fell $1,200 short of ex-
penses. “That scares me a little for this
year,” he said. The town’s general
fund picked up the slack then, but a
fireworks display isn’t budgeted for,
he added.

“Everybody should have fire-
works for the Fourth of July,” said 5A
Rent-a-Space co-manager Gloria
Noggle. Taking the Lamorinda popu-
lation of over 58,000 into account, the
cost would be only “50 cents a head,”
added Noggle’s husband and co-man-
ager Brad.

So, who’s had a spark of inspira-
tion for the cause so far? Orinda As-
sociation pledged to donate half their
Fourth of July pancake breakfast pro-
ceeds to the fireworks fund. Pennini’s
owner Patrick Vahey will match any
donations that come through his Mor-
aga restaurant. And Moraga Hard-
ware and Across the Way owner Bill
Snider said, only half-jokingly, “I’'m
not even giving people change.”

Jar labels include a QR code, tak-
ing smart phone users directly to the
Town of Moraga website where con-
tributions can be made online. Checks
can also be mailed to: Town of Mor-
aga, Attn: Buy-A-Rocket, 2100 Don-
ald Drive, Moraga CA, 94556.

Fast Expert Computer Help
from techmommy!

¢ Troubleshoot any PC problem.

¢ Help in plain English, not tech talk.

e \/irus and spyware removal, system clean-up.
¢ Learn all of the software on your computer.

e Master e-mail, web searches, filing, attachments.

¢ Pre-purchase help for computers and electronics.

¢ Program iPod, cell phone, Blackberry, camera, GPS.
e Set-up and configure new computer, peripherals.

® Hardware upgrades, home network repairs.

e | earn the latest software back-up techniques.

e Personal training in your home, at your pace.

“If your computer needs
attention, call techmommy, a computer expert
that can skillfully fix it. Also, techmommy
qguides you, teaches you, and shows you the ins
and outs of your computer in no time at all.”
- Marian Nichols, Moraga

925-377-7711

www.techmommy.com

Serving the Bay Area’s Technology Needs Since 1985

Adonal Foyle is Coming
to the Lafayette Library

By Cathy Tyson

Former Golden State Warrior and au-

thor Adonal Foyle. Photo provided

ormer basketball player and au-

thor Adonal Foyle is coming to
the Lafayette Library to the first-ever
authors and athletes special event
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Friday, June
21. Locals may know him as a War-
rior, but he is so much more — poet,
philanthropist and motivational
speaker. He’ll be discussing his
amazing journey as an NBA player,
his life experiences and insight, as
well as his new children’s book, “Too
Tall Foyle Finds His Game.”

Foyle was selected as the eighth
pick in the 1997 NBA draft by the
Golden State Warriors and ultimately
stayed with the team for 10 years.

With the Warriors, he made a name
for himself as a fan favorite. Follow-
ing his decade on the “W’s” he played
briefly for the Orlando Magic and
then the Memphis Grizzlies until he
was sidelined by a knee injury and re-
tired.

Born in St. Vincent and the
Grenadines in the Caribbean, Foyle
was adopted at age 15 by Joan and
Jay Mandle, professors at Colgate
University, and graduated from Col-
gate magna cum laude with a history
degree.

In 2009 Foyle was inducted into
the World Sports Humanitarian Hall
of Fame due to his founding of the
Kerosene Lamp Foundation that
serves children, and Democracy Mat-
ters — a non-partisan student organi-
zation created to counteract political
apathy on college campuses and ex-
amine campaign finance reform. He
recently attended a Moraga Country
Club fundraising golf event for his
foundation, which supports a variety
of activities using basketball as a cat-
alyst to encourage education and
health awareness among impover-
ished youth.

Kids are encouraged to attend the
June 21 event. Admission is free for
kids; $5 for adults. For more infor-
mation, visit www.lafayettelib.org.

Submit stories and story ideas to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Get the BEST home care for LE$$!

Care Indeed is uniquely positioned to meet
your home care needs effectively.

We are owned and run by registered and licensed nurses--
experts in senior care--who have been caregivers, too.

We provide our caregivers in-depth Caregiver Training through
Care Indeed University.

We offer 24/7 on-call assistance; we can even coordinate the
fastest placement anywhere in the Bay Area.

We don't outsource; we answer your calls which helps us

maintain our integrity and confidence in our work. "Caring is probably one of the best gifts

that a human being can give fo another.”

Matthew Sprague, LVN, MBA, Care Manager

J C 61 Moraga Way, Suite 9
are Orinda, CA 94563
. Indeed (925) 317-3080

YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST — www.HomeCareOrinda.com

We are not a franchise; we give you personal attention and
professional insight every step of the way.

We are the fastest growing agency in the Bay Area; the bulk
of our client base consists of referrals.

We offer flexible home care options at competitive rates.

$500 off first month of live-in home care service. Offer good until 06/301/13 for new clients only.

MORAGA VALLEY SWIM & TENNIS CLUB

Discover All That
We Have To Offer

¢ 6 Lane pool for lap swimming,
with diving and play areas,
as well as a baby pool

e NEW Learn-to-Swim program
e MVP Marlin Swim Team

e Year-round adult and junior tennis
with USPTA certified coaches

e 4 Tennis courts, 2 with night play
e Summer swim and tennis camps

Memberships Now Available
at Attractive Prices

moragavalleypool.org
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“American Night” a Satirical Collection of Fun at Cal Shakes

By Lou Fancher
C al Shakes careens into the 2013
outdoor summer theater season
at Orinda’s Bruns Amphitheater with
Richard Montoya’s pumped-up
“American Night: the Ballad of Juan
José,” directed by the company’s
artistic director, Jon Moscone. A little
slapstick, a lot pop culture and liber-
ally splattered with humorous, inten-
tional offense, the massive series of
vignettes is mostly held together by
the considerable talents of the cast. If
the play at times feels disjointed, the
actors are thoroughbreds; swift,
smooth, powerful.

The story, developed by San
Francisco’s Culture Clash, a reposi-
tory for Chicano comedic theater
founded in 1984, travels through the
needs and wants of Juan José (Sean
San José), a man intent on U.S. citi-
zenship. It would be a straight-up his-

tory lesson, except for the fact he’s
overdosed on studying and falls — lit-
erally, with upturned desk and thun-
derous sound effects — into a surreal,
looping dream.

He’s met by assault of every in-
conceivable kind. Mexican officials
offer a bribe (drug money), Latter
Day Saints offer a bribe (their bibles),
pen-waving bureaucrats offer a bribe
(sign the Treaty of Guadalupe Hi-
dalgo, annex Oregon!) and more.
Chief among the “motivators” is his
profoundly pregnant wife, Lydia, and
their shared fantasy about American
freedom.

And predictably, chasing the illu-
sive illusion involves time travel en-
counters with familiar, but decidedly
ramped up folks, like a gun-toting
Teddy Roosevelt, a Sacagawea in hot
pink tights, a Ku Klux Klansman and

Theate

Veterinary Clinic

r View

“Dr. Laurie” Langford

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017
Email: tvvc@theaterviewvetclinic.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic
is a brand new
facility owned by
“Dr. Laurie”
Langford who has
been caring for
animals in Orinda
for 15 years.
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Sean San José as Juan José and Richard Ruiz as Teddy Roosevelt in Cal Shakes'“American Night: The Ballad of Juan

-l

José” by Richard Montoya, directed by Jonathan Moscone.

his KKK-swaddled infant, and Joan
Baez and Bob Dylan — “You should
have taken the drug money,” a pot-
smoking Dylan advises José.

One of the show’s delights is how
it tears up the history books, not just
with satire, but with pen-it-in addi-
tions as it brings out little-known-but-
true stories like that of Viola Pettus,
an African-American nurse who fear-
lessly treated anyone sickened by the
1918 flu pandemic and Ralph Lazo,
who voluntarily incarcerated himself
in the Manzanar internment camp to
support his Japanese friends.

If the script’s Google references
and Obama inserts fall flat and are
over-worn, the remaining humor’s
bite adds enough snap to keep the di-
alogue fresh. Actors tend to pick up
the pace as a play runs; this one needs
to fly swiftly to stay aloft.

José (the actor, not the character)
is so finely cast in his role, one could
almost miss exactly why. It’s not his
disarming humility —although it adds
to his charm —it’s plain old solid tech-
nique. Never dropping a line; consis-
tently cycling through an escalating
build-destroy-build pattern; often
massaging his delivery to intensify his
fellow actors’ personas — his perform-
ance is worth the ticket price alone,

forgiving the tired compliment.

But to overlook the remarkable
craft of the ensemble sharing José’s
spotlight would be a mistake. Dan
Hiatt is all grand mannerism and con-
vincing pomposity in a number of
roles; Sharon Lockwood makes one
wish there were a half-dozen more
roles for her to explode to hilarious ef-
fect (the Danville blond is the ulti-
mate); and Tyee Tilghman graces the
stage with fiendish likability and other
mixed/meaty portrayals. Margo Hall,
Richard Ruiz, Todd Nakagawa and
Brian Rivera shine in a blizzard of be-
haviorally challenged characters.
Dena Martinez imbues her multiple
roles and shows her range with every-
thing from insouciance to heightened
hysteria.

Costumes are as much a part of
the show’s success as the actors and
Martin Schnellinger’s ability to de-
liver a pun through textiles is excep-
tional. If it’s possible to sew ignorant
aura into a uniform, he’s done it. Set
Designer Eric Flatmo’s corrugated
steel walls, spiraling barbed wire and
pumped-color billboard backdrops
provide a stripped-down visual play-
ground for Cal Shake’s jostling pro-
duction. If there are holes in the
narrative fabric, strong acting and

e = P

Photo Kevin Berne

Moscone’s deft touch with the dis-
parate elements deliver plenty of food
for thought and fun for all.

“American Night: the Ballad of
Juan José,” presented by California
Shakespeare Theater, runs through
June 23 at the Bruns Amphitheater,
100 California Shakespeare Theater
Way (off Highway 24), Orinda. For
information, call (510) 548-9666 or
visit www.calshakes.org.

Tyee Tilghman as Ben Pettus and
Margo Hall as Viola Pettus in Cal
Shakes'“American Night: The Ballad
of Juan José” by Richard Montoya,
directed by Jonathan Moscone
Photo Kevin Berne
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5 X 6 rec. $86,
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Lyme Disease in
Lamorinda? Not Likely

By Cathy Dausman

In California, Ixodes pacificus is the
only tick that transmits Lyme disease
to people. Photo provided

I s Lyme disease, the most common
vector-borne disease in the U.S.
likely in Lamorinda? Not if you look
at the numbers. Just five cases of
Lyme disease were reported among
the one million-plus residents of Con-
tra Costa County between 2001 and
2011, although ticks in 42 counties in
California were themselves infected.
Only western black legged ticks carry
Lyme disease, which causes fever,
headache, fatigue, and a characteristic
skin rash called erythema migrans.
Left untreated, it can spread to joints,
the heart, and the nervous system.

“We haven't heard anything spe-
cific about Lyme disease, but we test
for it quite often,” said veterinarian
Jamie Peyton, of Four Seasons Ani-
mal Hospital in Lafayette. “I don't
know the numbers for this area, but I
suspect the condition is under diag-
nosed in both animals and people in
Northern California.”

But take heart—in order to infect
someone with Lyme disease, the
western black legged tick must first
be infected itself. Ticks acquire the
bacteria Borreliaburgdorferi, the
cause of Lyme disease, by feeding on
infected mammals. Larval, nymph
and adult ticks can pass Lyme disease
on through their bite, but larva rarely
bite and as little as 15 percent of

nymphs and only 5 percent of adult
ticks are infected. Dr. Abigail Kroch,
Director of Epidemiology, Planning
& Evaluation for Contra Costa
County Health Services said: “We do
not have enough reported cases to de-
tect a trend.”

Kroch also pointed out that al-
though an infection is reported in
Contra Costa County, the patient may
have contracted the disease else-
where. First discovered near Lyme,
Conn., some 40 years ago, the disease
made its way westward. California
reported its first case of Lyme disease
in 1978 when a Sonoma county hiker
was infected. The state now averages
100 case reports per year, compared
with approximately 2,000 cases re-
ported nationwide.

So, enjoy that summer hike, but
take precautions. The California De-
partment of Public Health suggests
you stay on the trail. Wear light-col-
ored clothes, a hat, long sleeved shirt
and pants. Tuck in shirts and tuck
pant legs into boots or socks. Treat
clothing with permethrin insecticide,
and apply DEET repellent to exposed
skin. Thoroughly inspect for ticks and
tick bites after being in tick habitat. If
bitten, promptly and carefully remove
the tick, and clean the area with soap
and water.

Dead or live ticks can be tested
for Borrelia at many local health de-
partments. Preserve ticks moist in a
small container. If you develop any
symptoms up to one month after a
bite, consult your physician, and ex-
plain that you were bitten by a tick.

To find out more about Lyme dis-
ease in California, call (916) 552-
9730 or visit the California
Department of Public Health website:
www.cdph.ca.gov/healthinfo/dis-
cond/Pages/LymeDisease.aspx.
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Rebecca Nicole Ware, Acalanes High School 2009,
graduated magna cum laude May 11 from the California
Maritime Academy in Vallejo, earning her Bachelor of
Arts degree in global studies and maritime affairs.
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Lynn's Top Five:

Financial Planning Tips
for College Bound Grads
(and their parents!)

By Lynn Ballou, CFP®

q ncient though I may be, I still
vividly remember the summer

between high school graduation and
my first year at college. Being on the
threshold of my “big girl life,” it was
a summer filled with both possibilities
and anxiety. In those days summer
jobs for youth were fairly plentiful,
and most of us were expected to work
to help pay for college. But in addi-
tion to working, there was time for
fun, good-byes, and those last minute
parental words of wisdom and guid-
ance. So while giving a nod to gen-
erations past, let’s fast forward to
2013 and ponder five financial plan-
ning themed and actionable ideas for
you and your grad to tackle this sum-
mer.

1) Technology for school: Whether
it’s tablets or laptops, smart phones or
cloud computing, find out from your
student’s college what they expect
your student to have in place. Some
of this may be based on their field of
study. Shop carefully, both online and
in person, since the big box stores
may actually have some great deals.
Ask for student discounts! It’s great
to have your student arrive at school
with all this in place instead of having
the pressure to acquire all these tools
at reasonable prices while juggling
buying books, landing classes and
those first week keggers.

2) Banking: By now most of you
have basic banking in place for your
student. So now it’s time to refine the
tools and discuss how you will be
supporting your children practically.
Assuming that you are directly paying
for room and board, will you transfer
money from your account to theirs for
incidentals? If so, having your bank
and your child’s be the same will
make your life easier. Having a debit
and/or credit card tied to that same ac-
count is very useful. And be sure to
ask the bank for free or discounted
college rates.

3) Budget: It’s also time to sit down
and figure out how the typical student
cash flow month will unfold. Paying
attention to everything from supplies
to clothes, decide what a realistic
budget looks like. If your child has a
car at school, don’t forget about main-
tenance expenses. With my kids,
giving them a fixed monthly al-
lowance and depositing half at the be-
ginning of the month and the other
half mid-way through, proved best.
Don’t just set it and forget it! Talk
with your student regularly to see how
realistic your budget was. Having
hold of the purse strings is also great
leverage for making sure your student
stays in touch with you regularly (as
they try to forget we exist!).

4) Work and internships: Since

the current job market is so daunting
and so few entry level jobs exist, your
student may have been frozen out of
the ability to earn any real income this
summer. Ifthat’s the case, encourage
your student to think about their field
of interest and contact local compa-
nies for internships. Even if these
jobs are unpaid, they look great on re-
sumes, and also they are an excellent
way to prepare our kids for their next
steps into the world of adults. If they
can’t find any internships, I suggest
your grads set up in-person or phone
interviews over the summer with cen-
ters of influence in fields of interest.
That way they can learn more about
what it took for those individuals to
become successful, and get some
great career and personal advice.
Also, this is a great way to make con-
nections for future employment!

5) Volunteer: Not a new idea, but
another way to stay vital, stay con-
nected and build resumes. From res-
cue animal foster care, to reading to
adults in care facilities, there are end-
less ideas for making a difference,
gaining skills and building contacts,
all within your student’s field of inter-
est. If your student can juggle a few
of these positions in different fields of
interest, it will help broaden their
scope and future connections.

These are just a few ideas. With
social networking at your fingertips,
I’m sure there are an infinite number
of other great possibilities. Tempting
though it is to just play all summer, a
few well executed ideas such as these,
focused on your future success, can
help make the transition to college as
smooth as possible. Wishing you an
engaging and wonderful summer!

Lynn Ballou is a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL
PLANNER™ professional and co-owner of
Ballou Plum Wealth Advisors, LLC, a
Registered Investment Advisory (RIA) firm
in Lafayette. Lynn is also a Registered
Principal and Branch Manager with LPL
Financial (LPL). The opinions voiced in this
material are for general information only
and not intended to provide specific advice
or recommendation for any individual.
Financial Planning offered through Ballou
Plum Wealth Advisors, A Registered
Investment Advisor and a separate entity.
Securities offered through LPL Financial,
member FINRA/SIPC.
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Let us prepare your roof
and raingutters
for seasons to come.
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Shawh*

New Work and Repairs
All Types of Roofs and Gutters
Clean/Screen, Roof Powerwashing.

We do it all!

Over
20 Years
Experience

Lic #793315

verynlcepools com
925 283-5180

Established 1977 in Lafayette, California.
Serving the entire Contra Costa County
area and beyond.

Maintenance * Repair ¢ Build

Celebratlng our 10 Annlversary eamls g

@ Boston
maranitrz’
—

Free-In-Home Estimates

925-209-7001

P.O. Box 365
Moraga, CA 94556

Oftering Complete
Systems, Upgrades &

Universal Remote Solutions
Proudly Serving The Lamorinda
Community Since 2002

Our mission is to provide personalized care,
help maintain independence and

enhance our client’s quality of life

Excellent Care

AT HOME on a daily basis.
He DFHE.__.!T & . « Fully bonded and insured
— upportive L
¢ « Geriatric care management
tre « Hourly care
At All Times.., » Live-in care
3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd,, Suite D Lafayette + Transportation to and from
(beside Trader Joe’s) medical appointments

www.excellentcareathome.com « Medication reminders

Call to schedule a free assessment and plan care review. 925-284-1213

WHEN WILL YOU RETIRE?
OR CAN YOU RETIRE?

OFFICE 925.254.0980
CELL 818.642.6260
EMAIL hays@lfgadvisors.org

R. Hays Englehart, ChFC®

Financial Consultant, LPL Registered Principal
CA INSURANCE LIC. # 0643931

L AURUSH§?

FINANCIAL GROUP e*

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC

WEB Ifgadvisors.org

ADDRESS One Bates Blvd, Suite 202
Orinda, CA 94563

Reporter Position Available:

Lamorinda Weekly is looking for a general news reporter.
A journalism background and understanding of AP Style is helpful, but

not required. Please send your resume and writing sample to
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or call (925) 377-0977; $50-$75 per
published article.

Independent, locally owned and operated!
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Community Service

We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities. Submissions can be sentto storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the
subject header In Service to the Community.

Orinda- Moraga Girl Scouts
Earn Silver and Gold Awards

Submitted by Thama Brentano

n May 19, the Orinda Moraga Girl Scout

Service Unit honored local scouts who
had earned their Silver and Gold Awards. This
year’s Silver Award recipients were: Kenna
Sherman, of Troop #30072 in Moraga, and Elise
Anthenien, Lauren Finnell, Valentina Maria
Trejo Honens, and Taryn Lausch, all of Troop
#32259.

Sherman’s project was, "Parents Night Out"
for parents living at one of Shelter Inc.'s facili-
ties in Pittsburg, which houses eight families.
All parents were given four hours to have a spa
treatment, along with a simple dinner or gift cer-
tificate to local movie theater and dinner at a
nice restaurant while she and eight other Girl
Scout sitters entertained the children. Anthenien,
Finnell, Honens, and Lausch’s project was
called “The Feral Cat Foundation” in which the
girls provided feral cats with 15 feeding stations
and shelters, cat food, bowls and blankets, and
educated the local community on the many ben-
efits of spaying and neutering pets.

Campolindo senior Laura Gustafson, of
Troop # 32911, earned her Gold Award by cre-

Photo provided
ating a library at Campbell Village Resource
Center, an after school center in West Oakland.
Laura built six bookcases and filled them with
over 500 books, and inventoried the books on
an Excel spreadsheet for monitoring and cate-
gorizing. Also earning their Gold Awards but
unable to attend the ceremony were Natasha
Blazer and Alyssa Trumble of Troop #30794 in
Orinda, both seniors at Miramonte. Blazer
worked with the Alameda County Family Jus-
tice Center which is an organization that pro-
vides a variety of services to victims of domestic
violence and sexual assault, creating kits for vic-
tims with items necessary for day-to-day living.
Trumble coordinated nine different toy drives at
various businesses, a bake sale to help raise
funds to purchase toys, and organized a cross
country run dedicated to Children's Hospital
Oakland, and created an informational YouTube
video.

The Silver Award is the second highest
award a Girl Scout can earn, while the Gold
Award is the highest award and is the equivalent
of the Boy Scout Eagle Award.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Glorietta Junior Scouts Present

a Nature Area Documentary
Submitted by Kathy Barrett, Friends of the Wagner Ranch Nature Area

Wednesday, June 19, 2013

Gathered in the garden of Erica and Ravi
Bains June 9, the Girl Scouts of Troop
30280 presented their Bronze Award program
about outdoor education in the Wagner Ranch
Nature Area. The girls collaborated in scripting
a video about their adventures. Each scout re-
ported on one of the many outdoor activities.
The video opened with piano music per-
formed by Audrey Spindler. The audience
viewed scenes from the Wildlife Festival’s raptor
show, Native American band, and solar cooking.
The scout reporters presented scenes from Ran-
cho Days, archery and games from Native
American Studies and First Thanksgiving. Other
scouts featured the garden, the Olive Festival,
and panning for gold. Cooking was a high point
of Pioneer Days, and students made jonnie cake
in the adobe oven and chili from scratch. As the
documentary came to a close, Bella Crayton’s
piano music accompanied scenes of students ex-
ploring the trails and streams with Toris Jaeger,

Photo provided

to whom the production was dedicated.

The audience of parents, local citizens, and
Friends of the Wagner Ranch Nature Area sup-
porters, talked with the girls following the pres-
entation. When asked about their favorite
location in the Nature Area, several girls de-
scribed the “beach” along the creek. The Troop
cleaned up litter so that others may enjoy this
lovely stretch of stream.

Jaeger thanked the Junior Scouts for sup-
porting the Nature Area: Bella Crayton, Taylor
Hernandez, Julia Lang, Kaitlin Miller, Ilana
Rubin, Katrina Schrittwieser, Anika Shandalov,
and Audrey Spindler. Troop leaders Lilana
Spindler and Sandra Rubin took the girls on the
outings and helped them choreograph the pro-
gram. Spindler filmed and edited the video to a
vibrant 17-minute peek into the joys of learning
history and science in the outdoors. All agreed
that the Wagner Ranch Nature Area is a unique
gem for students in the Orinda schools.

Los Perales Kindergartners Make

a Difference

Submitted by Sheryl Ahrens and Dustie Robeson
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Los Perales Elementary School kinder-
garten teacher Terryl Miller launched a
project-based, student-led inquiry unit built
around her long-standing classroom themes:
kindness and spreading sunshine. Centered
around the concept of sustainable giving (ala,
teach a man to fish) and the idea that small ges-
tures can net big results, Miller’s kinders won-
dered about their place in the world and
ultimately, how they could make a difference.
Together, Miller and her class brainstormed
what they could do and ultimately decided to
use their newly acquired reading skills to raise
money for Heifer International's Read-To-Feed
program. The kindergartners sought sponsors

. i - -r i

Terryl Miller with her kindergarten class at Los Perales Elementary School.

Photo provided

from family members and friends and kept track
of time spent reading, both in and out of class
for two weeks. In total they raised $3,101,
which helped them purchase one water buffalo,
one heifer, 18 goats, one beehive, and eight
flocks of chicks, directly affecting the lives of
29 families.

You can watch the kids describe their
read-a-thon in their own words and with
their illustrations at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fIgDq
W_BCTQ.

For more information on this project visit:
http://Ipreads.blogspot.com/2013/04/Ip-kinders-
change-world.html.

Dog Wash Helps Pets

o

ore than 100 people headed to Pet Food

Express in Lafayette on May 4 to wash
their dogs for a cause. Think of it like a car wash
fundraiser but for pets! The money from the pet
washes ($15/each) was donated to Operation
Paws Rescue (OPR) associated with the Contra
Costa Animal Shelter. Orinda Intermediate
School seventh-grader Baker Sharp helped or-
ganize the fundraiser as part of his Take Action

Baker Sharp outside Pet Food Express with his dog, Truman.

Photo provided

Project at OIS, and through his efforts raised
over $4,000 for OPR, which has helped more
than 300 dogs in Contra Costa County find
homes in other states this past year. These are
mostly small dogs that could not find homes in
this county but can find homes elsewhere. OPR
pays to have the dogs spayed or neutered before
the volunteers drive them to Oregon or Nevada
to get adopted into forever homes.

Lamorinda Village Seeking

Board Members,

task force of approximately 22 mem-

bers representing Lafayette, Moraga
and Orinda is looking for more volunteers to
develop Lamorinda Village, a community
membership-based non-profit organization
founded as a one-stop resource to provide a
wide range of services to empower Lamor-

Volunteers

inda residents to remain independent and
confident in their homes and communities as
they grow older. The task force is also seek-
ing applicants for its board of directors. For
information, contact Ruth McCahan at redm-
ccahan@comcast.net or visit lamorindavil-
lage.wordpress.com.

Submit stories and story ideas to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Lafayette Juniors Raise $50,000

for Charity
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Debbie O'Neal, and Kendra Uffelman.

he Lafayette Juniors raised $50,000 in the

past 12 months for local non-profit or-
ganizations — the most money ever raised by
the Juniors in a single year in its 60-year history.
The funds were distributed May 30 by the
Lafayette Juniors in a special ceremony at the
Lafayette Community Center to New Day for
Children, CoachArt, Contra Costa Interfaith
Housing, the Lafayette Library and Learning
Center, and We Care.

“We would like to thank everyone who sup-
ported us throughout the year,” said Veronique
Kuhner, president of the Lafayette Juniors.
“Their generosity enabled our beneficiaries to
expand the services they provide to children and
families in need in Contra Costa and neighbor-
ing East Bay counties.”

The Lafayette Juniors have a tradition of or-
ganizing fundraising events like the Rummage
Sale in the fall and Kitchen Tour in the spring

From left, Lafayette Juniors members Alison Crane, Andrea Hilsabeck, Kath Wson,

Photo provided
for the sole purpose of raising money for se-
lected beneficiaries. This year the Juniors chose
New Day for Children as their major benefici-
ary and donated $25,000 to support New Day
for Children’s work with young American girls
ages 10-18 who have been the victims of human
sex trafficking.

“The $25,000 [the Lafayette Juniors] have
given us is the largest single donation we have
ever received from any service group,” ex-
plained Kathy Wilson, spokesperson for New
Day for Children. “This $25,000 will go toward
the education, therapy, and daily care of the girls
we are restoring.” The Lafayette Juniors also do-
nated $10,000 to CoachArt and $5,000 each to
Contra Costa Interfaith Housing, the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center, and We Care.

For more information on the Lafayette Jun-
iors and this year’s beneficiaries, visit
www.lafayettejuniors.org.
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BBQs, Beaches, and

Whether your child’s goal is to get ahead in
the fall, or to avoid the Summer Slide - give
your child a clear advantage. Reserve a
place in our summer session.

Flat Monthly Fee.

Drop-in any time during regular hours, no scheduling needed.
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“Dance on Film” Festival Explores the
Magic of Movement on the Big Screen

By Lou Fancher

Lauren Jonas Photo provided
he Diablo Ballet and Lafayette
Library and Learning Center’s

second annual “Dance on Film” se-

ries leapt into action June 6 with

“Brigadoon,” but there’s still time to

hop into the behind-the-scene and on-

the-screens action later this summer
with “Singing in the Rain” and

“Seven Brides for Seven Brothers,”

two more favorites of Diablo Ballet

artistic director and show co-host

Lauren Jonas.

Jonas grew up with New Yorker
parents who were “always first in
line” when new Broadway musicals
and films premiered. Singing along
with recordings, swinging through
ballet barres inspired by classic com-
binations of dance, music and film,

Jonas’ future as a dancer was shaped
as much by the movies’ lyrical quali-
ties as it was by pliés.

“I adore these films and I am ex-
cited to share them with people who
also love them,” Jonas says.

The history of dance is packed
with great partnerships and this series
has multiple pas de deux (a dance for
two). There’s the LLLC and Walnut
Creek-based Diablo Ballet, teaming
up to present the films and talks. And
in addition to the fantastic on screen
duos, Jonas will promenade through
the pre-film discussions with Beau
Behan, movie critic and host of
Beau’s Flicks & Nix.

“We’ll be speaking independ-
ently,” Jonas says. “My focus will be
on the choreography, a discussion of
the artistic form and unique require-
ments of film dancing verses stage
performances.”

Dance on film affords a degree of
control not available to live, onstage
performers, but often, there are trade-
offs. The amount of space may be
limited; the floor’s surface less than
ideal; costuming can be visually stun-
ning, but awkward — even dangerous
— to pirouette in; and the ability to do
multiple takes means a dancer’s body

suffers considerable wear and tear.
And then there are all the artistic per-
sonalities and Hollywood producers
to please.

But anyone who’s heard Jonas
speak before knows she has an inter-
nal “I love anything that moves”
clock, so expect her intros to be up-
beat. And Behan brings the same en-
ergy, plus a lengthy resumé and
thousands of hours devoted to watch-
ing and studying films.

“It's so rare that we are able to talk
about dance and its influence on
major media like film,” Jonas ex-
plains. “I will be discussing the im-
print these films made on me as a
dancer, artistic director, and (as a)

human being.”
Although you’ll have missed
Jonas” in-depth  perusal  of

“Brigadoon,” you don’t have to give
up learning more about Gene Kelly’s
magic with a lamppost. umbrella and
water in “Singing in the Rain,” on
July 10, or the four New York City
Ballet principal dancers adding as-
tounding virtuosity to “Seven Brides
for Seven Brothers” on Aug. 15.

For more information, call (925)
943-1775, ext. 2, or (925) 385-2280,
or email Dan@DiabloBallet.org.
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Don't Lose Your Cool This Summer!!

Up to $2,125 in Savings!

ENDS JUNE 30, 2013 - CALL FOR DETAILS

£ t CfS Air Conditioning Systems

Receive cash rebates &
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- credit when you install
an ultra quiet, high
efficiency heating &
cooling system.

5151-C Port Chicago Highway ~ Concord, CA 94520
www.ACSystemsinc.com ¢ info@ACSystemsinc.com ___——

License # 632329
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Family Focus

Balanced Parenting

By Margie Ryerson, MFT
Be moderate in order to taste the joys
of life in abundance. - Epicurus
As parents, we need to ask our-

selves continually whether any
of our approaches or methods is too
extreme. Unlike the philosophy of
“Tiger Mom,” finding some kind of
middle ground with our children is
usually the most effective way to keep
communication open and respect for
each other in place.

For example, we don’t want to be
too authoritarian, but we also don’t
want to be too permissive. Parents
who act too powerful and all-know-
ing often provoke rebellion from their
children. Substance abuse, eating dis-
orders, underperformance in school,
cheating, and stealing are some of the
ways children may react against too
much parental control.

One family I worked with had a
high school junior who was failing
two courses and was constantly tardy
for class. He also resisted doing
chores at home and spent his time
holed up in his room playing video
and computer games. Upon further
examination, it was obvious that
Ethan was furious at his parents. Ac-
cording to him, both parents criticized
and nagged him incessantly. They
were quick to find fault with him and
didn’t seem to notice when he did
anything positive. The parents admit-
ted they were outraged that Ethan re-
fused to talk to them or cooperate. A
stalemate of negativity had developed
in this family

Ethan was willing to come in for
family therapy once he realized that
he could benefit in some ways. He let
his parents know how their anger and
attitudes were affecting him. He was
actually stuck because he did have
goals for himself, but didn’t want his
parents to think that their negative tac-
tics were going to work. And because
Ethan was already angry and negative
about himself, their anger was even
more hurtful and damaging.

After many spirited sessions,
Ethan agreed to accept help from a

tutor, and his parents agreed to use a
kinder, more loving approach with
him. They maintained their very ap-
propriate expectations and standards,
but they were able to guide Ethan
with a lighter hand. We mediated
many agreements on both sides, and
everyone felt greatly relieved to have
more understanding and open com-
munication. And with the reduction of
hostilities, all family members were
able to shed a great deal of personal
stress and anxiety.

Other areas where parents can
sometimes be too dominating and cre-
ate great resistance include heavy reg-
ulation of food (when to eat, what to
eat or not eat, how much to eat), tele-
vision, internet, texting, social activi-
ties, exercise, sleep, and family
participation. When children feel too
many rules are forced on them, they
tend not to cooperate fully with
parental authority. Flexibility, not
rigidity is key. If children see you try-
ing to be fair, and if they feel their
point of view is considered in decision
making (even slightly), they are more
apt to go along with your agenda.

At the same time, parents who are
too lax in providing structure and
rules at home often create confusion,
lack of self-discipline, and other dif-
ficulties for their children. If you are
unsure whether or not you are provid-
ing a good balance for your children,
it is important to seek guidance. Don’t
wait until your child acts out, espe-
cially since some forms of resistance
can be hidden at first.

Another example of finding mid-
dle ground is in your reaction to your
child’s performance, accomplish-
ments, and the mere fact of his exis-
tence.

Current research on the use of
praise for children recommends prais-
ing them occasionally for their spe-
cific behaviors and skills, rather than
using frequent, more general praise.
In this way, the praise is meaningful
as well as motivating, and can help a
child feel strong and capable.

One very well-intentioned mom I
work with is divorced with a 9-year
old child. She shares custody with her
ex-husband and his new wife. Be-
cause Leah must work full-time and
juggle single-parenting, she often
feels inadequate as a parent. As a re-
sult, she constantly tells her daughter,
Maddy, how wonderful she is, how
much she loves her, and how she’s the
most important person in her life. This
is nice for Maddy to hear, but not nec-
essarily several times per day. What
has happened is that Leah is actually
reassuring herself that she is being a
good mom every time she says these
things to Maddy. For Maddy, the
message loses its value when it is con-
stantly repeated and seems to be
stated more for her mom’s own needs
than for Maddy’s sake. Leah needs to
let Maddy know specifically and
more occasionally why she is proud
of her and why she is special to her.
In this way, Leah’s comments will be
more meaningful and empowering
for Maddy.

Achieving balanced parenting is
an ongoing effort and one that can
never be quite perfect. But it is heart-
ening for children to see their parents
trying to be fair and responsive while
they are determining limits and ex-
pectations.

Margie Ryerson, MFT, is a marriage and
family therapist in Orinda and Walnut
Creek. Contact herat (925) 376-9323 or
margierye@yahoo.com. She is the au-
thor of “Treat Your Partner Like a Dog:
How to Breed a Better Relationship” and
“Appetite for Life: Inspiring Stories of Re-
covery from Anorexia, Bulimia, and Com-
pulsive Overeating.”

“Man of Steel”

By Derek Zemrak
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Zack Snyder's reboot of Superman will no doubt be
the blockbuster event of the summer.

“Man of Steel” is a serious treatment of the classic
Superman story. Snyder directed “300” and “Watchmen,”
but “Man of Steel” has less “comic book” feel than his
other movies taken from graphic novels. And like Sny-
der’s other movies, Superman is over-the-top and action-
filled from beginning to end. Audiences will enjoy the
ride whether or not they are longtime Superman fans.

The special effects are a feast for the eyes, though I
found myself getting a bit full. Superman gets thrown
through so many buildings it's amazing that there are any
left standing in Metropolis by the end of the movie.

Henry Cavill (“Immortals,” “The Count of Monte
Cristo”) does a wonderful job playing Clark Kent/Kal-
El/Superman, a young man who wants to help in every
way he can while still concealing his powers. There is so
much back story in the movie, that sometimes it was dif-
ficult to understand the motives for his actions.

Oscar winner Russell Crowe (“Gladiator”) plays Jor-
El, Superman's real father from Krypton. Asusual Crowe
delivers a great performance, but Jor-El is involved in
more of the plot than [ would have liked, taking the focus
away from Kal-El.

Four-time Oscar nominee Amy Adams (“The Master,”
“The Fighter”) portrays Superman’s love interest, Lois
Lane. She plays the spunky reporter well, but there isn't
much chemistry between her and Cavill.

Oscar nominee Diane Lane (“Unfaithful”) and Oscar
winner Kevin Costner (“Dances with Wolves”) are effec-
tive as Clark Kent's earthly parents and while they infuse
him with morality and integrity, they also fear revealing
his secrets. And yet, surprisingly, we see very little of
them.

I thoroughly enjoyed this movie, even if it was a bit
longer than perhaps it needed to be.

“Man of Steel” has a total running time of 2 hours 23
minutes and is rated PG13.

Derek Zemrak is a Film Critic, Film Producer and
Founder of the California Independent Film Festival. You
can follow Derek on Twitter (@zemrak for the latest Holly-
wood news. Derek is the host of Real to Reel on
TRadioV.com live at 6 p.m. every Tuesday.

THE BMW 650 CONVERTIBLE.
STUNNING LOOKS, '
WORTHY OF YOUR STARES.

Michael Heller, BM_'V_V. Concord, miheller78@hotmail.com
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BMW Concord

all Michael Heller
925-998-2150

BMW Concord | 1967 Market ST. | Concord
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Students Participate in Living History Experience on Angel Island

Submitted by Lucy Dendinger

Los Perales fourth grade teacher Millie Tang
recently took her class to Angel Island
State Park for a 24-hour Environmental Living
Program — a program that took the students (and
parent chaperones) back in time by fully im-
mersing them in role-playing and reenactments.

Tang’s overriding philosophy is to have
children learn by hands-on experiences. “When
students have the opportunity to be in a ‘class-
room without walls,” they develop a keen cu-
riosity and retain significantly more than just
listening to me talk in front of them.”

The students were ‘enlisted’ into the U.S.
Army of 1864 and set up post at the historic
Camp Reynolds on Angel Island. They were
assigned ranks and units. They learned to read
a compass, signal with flags, work in an infir-
mary, bake bread, churn butter, and make a meal
of beef stew and salad — all accomplished with-
out iPhones and electricity.

The students spent weeks preparing for the
experience. They studied in class about the Cal-
ifornia Gold Rush and the purpose of the army
occupation of Angel Island. The soldiers were

stationed there to protect the California coast-
line, keeping watch for a possible invasion by
the Confederate Army, who might try to steal
the gold found during the Gold Rush. They
learned that the gold rush had far reaching im-
plications beyond personal wealth. Gold was
what financed the Union.

The 24-hour adventure began early in the
morning with a ferry ride to Angel Island, the
students outfitted in jeans with red duct tape
stripes down the side, navy sweatshirts, canvas
haversacks, and Union kepi hats. Once they
reach the Island, they were met by Major An-
drews, a park ranger and experienced Civil War
re-enactor. All students fell into ranks and units
and addressed superiors with ‘yes, sir’ and ‘no,
sir’. They carried their sleeping bags and gear
on their backs as they hike over the hill to the
barracks, marching in line and shouting in ca-
dence. When they reached the barracks they
found a place on the raised wooden platforms
and prepared their bedrolls for inspection.

For the next 24 hours they worked and
learned. As they embrace their historical roles,
they keep a diligent eye on the coastline. If a
soldier saw an approaching enemy ship, they

yelled out to their fellow soldiers, ‘Hit the deck!
Enemy ship!” and all 26 students dove to the
ground in the middle of whatever task they are
doing. In actuality, the enemy ships were the
Blue and Gold Fleet of ferries that pass the Is-
land many times throughout the day.

After a hearty meal that the students pre-
pared, they put on an extra jacket for a five-mile
night hike to the top of Mt. Livermore, the high-
est peak on the island. Of course, in 1864, the
bridges and lights of the City did not exist, so
the children discussed the future and what might
be in view someday.

Throughout the night, the soldiers took
shifts for ‘night watch’ where they patrolled the
perimeter of the barracks with model rifles. In
the morning, after breakfast and chores, and be-
fore heading back to civilization, Major An-
drews returned to inspect the camp and then led
the students outside to shoot the canon —a high-
light for many of the soldiers.

In the words of one student, “Angel Island
was the most fun field trip I have ever experi-
enced. We worked very hard and gained so
much knowledge from just one trip! I will never
forget it.”

Campo Alum

Graduates

Top of Class at UC Davis

Submitted by Julia Ann Easley

Nicole Sitkin during surgery grand
rounds in the UC Davis Health Sys-
tem's Education building at the
Sacramento campus.

Photo Karin Higgins/UC Davis

he University of California,

Davis, has named Nicole
Sitkin — a former Campolindo High
School student — as this year’s Uni-
versity Medalist. The University
Medal is awarded for excellence in
undergraduate studies, outstanding

community service and the promise
of future scholarship and contribu-
tions to society. After earning a bach-
elor's degree in neurobiology,
physiology and behavior in Decem-
ber, Sitkin is now working at the uni-
versity's School of Medicine, already
making contributions to medical re-
search and helping address disparities
in health care, especially for lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
(LGBT) populations. She will be pre-
sented with the award, including a
plaque and a $2,000 honorarium, at
the commencement of the College of
Biological Sciences on Friday, June
14. Sitkin said she dedicates herself to
whatever she does and works hard.
"It's the price you pay," she said, "but
you get to do something amazing
with your life." You can read more
about Sitkin at: http://medalists.uc-
davis.edu.
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Cynthia Brian

Starstyle® Productions, LLC

Acting, Media, and Writing
Coaching with Cynthia Brian

When you need a one-to one
coaching to hone your skills, book a
session with empowerment expert,
Cynthia Brian.

“Maggie did spectacular yesterday
on Lifetime. They called her the one
take wonder She attributes it to your
coaching. The entire production staff
and the host were amazed! Thanks
again!”

Greta and Maggie Mei Lewis

1660 School St. #101B, Moraga
Cynthia@Star-Style.com, www.Star-Style.com

925-377-STAR

TEEN SCENE

Celebrities and Higher Education

By Caie Kelley

t’s a strange headline to imagine: Miley Cyrus attends
Harvard University, or Taylor Swift Feels Pressure to
Attend Elite College.

Celebrities often claim to be just like average peo-
ple, minus the money, beauty and fame, but it’s pretty
hard to believe that they understand what we teenagers
go through, especially the numerous academic and so-
cial pressures. Can someone like Beyonce or Zac Efron,
People Magazine’s “World’s Most Beautiful People”
winners in 2012, understand what it’s like for the rest
of us?

Ahuge part of being a high-schooler is the looming
doom of college — where the questions “What do you
think you want to do?” or “What schools have you been
looking at?” never seem to end. And for many celebri-
ties, graduating or even attending college isn’t the norm.

Sure, there are the Natalie Portman or Jake Gyllen-
haal types, who went to Harvard and Columbia, respec-
tively. But most are more similar to California’s former
governor and famous actor Arnold Schwarzenegger,
who attended a small community college in Santa Mon-
ica.

Though many celebrities choose to opt out of
higher education, others who went to college before
they were famous often didn’t go to the nation’s top uni-
versities, instead, opting for many community and state
colleges.

With all the emphasis on elite education in today’s
society, the rich and famous frequently are living proof
that the name of your college isn’t everything — and
that’s a hard lesson to grasp when you are a teenager in
high school with a whole lot of teachers and adults who
say otherwise.

Sure, we all don’t want to become famous actors,

The opinions expressed in Teen Scene are those of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.

and going to a good school can certainly help us along
our chosen path toward success. But it’s not the end of
the world if we don’t get into a “Top 10 school. It is
possible to achieve one’s goals without the “Ivy League
education” on a resume; celebrity idols in pop culture
are an example of that.

I don’t think I’1l ever find famous people to be en-
tirely relatable to my everyday problems, but the idea
that a college name is not a “make it or break it” thing
is something I find real comfort in, and hopefully, you
do too.

Caie Kelley is a junior in high school, a gold medal
swimmer, piano teacher, and a co-host/reporter on the
radio program, Express Yourselfl™

Teen Scene is YOUR voice. If you have something
to say or have writing skills and want to be part of
our Teen Scene team, email our Teen Coach,
Cynthia Brian, Cynthia@CynthiaBrian.com.
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Music Lessons

Icomputersenican LTI T

\Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

Piano tuning as well! §
925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great
pricing and coverage for Biz

Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto,

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
- ONSITE REPAIRS « VIRUS REMOVAL

- WINDOWS TUTORING
- HARDWARE UPGRADES ra
- NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT

« REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 - 510-938-1881

| House Cleaning |

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services
Lic. Free Estimates (925) 348-3761

Full Time Office Clerk
needed in Moraga.
Will train the right candidate.
randhawa6@gmail.com
(925) 254-6000

Rusty Nails Handy Man Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Senior Fitness & Massage

In your home, I will help you
improve your balance, flexibility
and strength. 17 yrs exp. Refs.
Colleen Ross, CMT, CFT
510-965-1978

Call Rusty- (925) 825-6997

Fix, Paint, Repair anything.
Professional & Reliable
Call Terry 925-788-1663

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Windows & Gutters License #805794

Life. (925) 247-4356 OE90108

reach 60,000+ with your ad

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor

American owned and operated
Renovation * Remodeling * Home Repair
- Big & Small Jobs * Bonded & Insured

B cssoerrs 925-825-5201

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

reach 60,000+ with yourad | $8per1/2” classified ad height | Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com
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Summer’s Just Peachy!

By Susie Iventosch
%

peaches last Saturday.

was quite amazed to find beau-

tiful, perfectly ripe peaches in
the market so early this year. This
prompted me to phone the Califor-
nia Farmers’ Markets Association
to see what was up with the early
peaches. Gail Hayden, director of
the association, told me that due to
the lack of spring and early onset
of summer weather the peaches
were seven to 10 days earlier than
usual. That helps explain things!

“The peaches are especially
sweet for this time of year, because
the early heat allowed them to
ripen earlier than usual,” Hayden
explained. “We have four orchards
already selling peaches at the Mor-
aga Farmers’ Market. In most
years, there are a few early peach
varieties that don’t have much fla-
vor, but this year all of them are
popping with flavor.”

She also mentioned that hy-
brids are big this year, with the
“pecotum” (peach-apricot- plum)
being a particularly good one.

“You get the best characteris-
tics out of each of the individual
fruits in the pecotum,” she said.
“It's like a peach without the fuzzy
skin.”

Which brings me to another
point Hayden made. She said she
is seeing a lot of resistance to
blanching peaches and tomatoes to
remove the skins. Today’s genera-
tion of cooks are not as familiar
with their grandmother’s blanching
techniques, but I distinctly remem-
ber my grandmother blanching and
peeling fruits, especially tomatoes.
She blanched and peeled every
tomato she ever put in a salad.

We certainly don't have to get
that carried away, but it is nice to
remove the fuzzy skin from
peaches for cooking purposes. I re-
ally don't mind eating the skin
when eating a raw peach, but for
pies and cobblers it is much better
to remove it. To blanch peaches,
you simply drop the fruit in boiling
water for one minute, remove and
immediately dunk it in an ice bath
just long enough to cool it down.

Another very interesting tidbit
she shared with me is that, accord-
ing to the USDA, the average dis-
tance commercially-sold produce
must travel from field to table in
California is 1,500 miles ... just
within the state. That same produce
changes title six times on average!
That is six different owners by the
time it is consumed.
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Shoppers at the Orinda Farmers’ Market enjoyed samples of delicious

Photo Ohlen Alexander

Conversely, the average total
travel distance for produce sold at
the Moraga Farmers’ Market is just
91 miles. And I would bet there are
usually just two owners: the farmer
and the consumer. For this reason,
while commercial produce ripens
on the road, produce sold at farm-
ers’ markets most often ripens on
the vine, yielding greater sugar
content and therefore a juicier
product.

More farmers will join the
peach ranks in July, but for the re-
mainder of June the Moraga Farm-
ers’ Market has four orchards
selling quite an assortment of
peaches. They are listed below
along with the varieties each brings
to market. Some of the peaches
listed are quite rare, like June
Pride. The farm may only have 15
such trees, while other varieties are
plentiful like Fairtime, a big win-
ner at the fairs; farmers may have
hundreds of those trees.

Also, be on the lookout for the
Moraga Farmers’ Market Peach
Recipe Contest, which will be held
in mid-July. We hope to have more
details in the next issue.

“We want to hear all about how
you prepare one of the summer’s
sweetest, most beloved fruits,” said
Moti Phillips, promotions/market
manager for the California Farm-
ers’ Markets Association.

June Peaches at the
Moraga Farmers’
Market

Hamada's Farm (Fresno)
Bright Princess

Diamond Princess
Elegant Lady

CMC (Fresno)
Crimson Lady
Diamond Princess
Saturn

Sweet Scarlet
Sugar Lady

Cipponeri Family Farm (Tur-
lock)

Elegant Lady

Fairtime

Fancy Lady

Glacier White

J&J Ramos (Hughson)
Elegant Lady

Carson

Fairtime

June Pride

Brittany Lane

Peach Shortcake

(Serves 9)
Shortcake
INGREDIENTS

2/3 cup sugar

1/4 cup butter (1/2 stick)
1egg

1 teaspoon vanilla

1/4 teaspoon salt

1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour

2 teaspoons baking powder
1/2 cup milk

Whipped cream for garnish
(approximately 1 cup of heavy
cream, whipped and flavored
with powdered sugar and
vanilla)

Photos Susie lventosch
DIRECTIONS
In a large bowl, cream butter and sugar until fluffy. Add egg and vanilla and stir well. Mix in dry
ingredients until smooth and then add milk. Mix well. Dump batter into a greased 8-inch square pan
and bake at 350 degrees for 20-25 minutes, or until cake tester comes out clean. If you use a glass
baking dish, reduce oven temperature to 325 degrees, but bake for the same amount of time.

Allow to cool completely. When ready to serve, cut into 9 squares and slice each square horizontally so
as to form a top and a bottom. Place a dollop of whipped cream on the bottom half, spoon peach
sauce (recipe below) over the cream and place top half of shortcake on top. Place another dollop of
whipped cream over top half of cake, arrange 2-4 slices of peach on top of that and spoon sauce over
the top.

Peach Sauce

INGREDIENTS

8-10 peaches, divided

6 tablespoons brown sugar
1/8 teaspoon cinnamon
1/8 teaspoon cardamom

1 cup water

DIRECTIONS

Set two or three peaches aside for peeling and slicing just before serving. Blanch and peel the
remaining peaches. Remove pit and coarsely chop. Place in saucepan along with remaining
ingredients. Bring to a boil and cook over medium heat until sauces begins to thicken. Remove from
heat and set aside until ready to serve.

Susie Iventosch is the author of Tax Bites and Tasty Morsels, which can
be found at Across the Way in Moraga, www.amazon.com, and
www.taxbites.net. Susie can be reached at suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on our website: www.lamorindaweekly.com.
If you would like to share your favorite recipe with Susie please contact
her by email or call our office at (925) 377-0977.
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Your invited to....
Loaves & Fishes Annual Event

Soad tor Thought
A Summer Garden Party

Food, Wine, Music and Auction
Celebrating 30 Years of Service in Contra Costa

When: Sunday, June 30

Time: 2:00pm—5:00pm

Where: Hacienda De Las Flores
2100 Donald Dr., Moraga

r
e i

to benefit:

WELILS
FARGO

Premiere Sponsor

Featuring Local Chefs including

Stewart Beatty Postino

Philippe Chevalier Chevalier Restaurant
Nicolas Mamari ~ La Veranda

James Porter Loaves & Fishes

Darius Somary Springloaf Catering

John Townsend Orinda Country Club
Kevin Weinberg ~ Walnut Creek Yacht Club
Whole Foods

Ticket information: visit
www.Loavesfishescc.org or call
(925) 687-6760

Cost: $60 per person

Entertainment by Generations in Jazz

@} C&AT " Party Frops”

Silver
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Silver-David Deutscher Company
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Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

Lafayette United Methodist Church

955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette,
284-4765, office@thelumc.org

Sunday Service and

(925) 283-8304

Informal Wednesday Meeting
Reading Room/Bookstore

www.christianscienceorinda.org

Worship Sunday 10 am
Children/Youth Sunday School ~ Sunday 10 am
Youth Fellowship Sunday 6 pm
o) Fers »Something for everyone,
I e birth through senior adults
e v »Seedlings Preschool

»lamorinda familycenter

»Sunday Worship

LAFAYETTE-ORINDA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

See more at LOPC.org

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

10-11 am
7:30 - 8:30 pm
M-F11-4;Sat10-1

Sunday School

Lafayette Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
After we worship through song, sermon, prayer, and holy
communion—which is an every Sunday celebration at LCC—we
leave the sanctuary and face a sign
that says, "Let the service begin."

584 Glenside Drive, Lafayette

10 a.m. Worship

www.lafayettechristianchurch.org

=

Childcare

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

WWWw.

holyshepherd.org

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:
Coffee Fellowship at 10:30 a.m.

30 a.m. Worship Service

available for ages 5 and younger

ial

@ &/l/&ﬁ (@C}//J((f/)(l/ ((Z)%///(%
An Inclusive & Affirming Community
Sunday School & Eucharist at 9am

St. Mary's College Chapel
1928 St. Mary's Rd., Moraga

925-376-5770 - www.stgiles-moraga.org

Traditional Church Service & Music Yet Forward Looking & Open Minded

The Orinda

Community Church
10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's
Jjourney, you are welcome here!”

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM

In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

please...
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ART

Saint Mary’s College Museum
of Art will present Points of
View with Mary Lou Correia and
Paul Kratter, two of the East
Bay’s most vibrant and sponta-
neous en plein air painters
through Sept. 22. Marc Chagall:
Stories of the Bible, which runs
through July 7, features 16 etch-
ings from one of his greatest bod-
ies of work: the Bible series from
the 1930s. Additional ongoing ex-
hibits featuring western landscape
paintings, European paintings,
statuary, and a variety of other
media through July 15. Admis-
sion: $5 adults, K-12 free. Hours:
Wednesday through Sunday, 11
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For info, call
(925) 631-3379  or visit
www.stmarys -ca.edu/ saint -
marys-college-museum-of-art.

Local Chinese brush artist Joan
Yao will be featuring her recent
artwork through the month of
June at the Moraga Public Li-
brary, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd. For li-
brary hours and additional info,
call (925) 376-6852.

Lafayette Gallery Announces
New Summer Exhibition: “Cel-
ebrate Summer!” The Gallery
will be filled with an all-new se-
lection of paintings, photography,
prints, cards, ceramics, jewelry
and sculpture, available in a wide
range of prices, and all designed
to enhance your home with the
evocation of the warm, sunny
outdoors. These are hand-crafted
works by local artists that are
bright, warm and relaxing, perfect
for your wall or garden! For info,
visit www.lafayettegallery.net or
call (925) 284-2788.

Arts in Bloom...In the Park be-
gins at 5 p.m. Tuesday, July 16
at the Orinda Community Park,
and includes a visual arts faire
featuring artist exhibits and art
sales, a silent auction, kids arts
and crafts activities, and music by
the EFO Big Band, which will be
capped off at 6:30 p.m. with a
performance by the 2013 Lamor-
inda Idol Finalists (formerly
Orinda Idol) as part of the Con-
certs-in-the-Park series sponsored
by the Orinda Community Center
Auxiliary (OCCA). Free. Net
proceeds will benefit The Orinda
Arts Council in its ongoing 60-
plus year mission of supporting
and advocating for the arts in
schools and the community. For
info, visit www.OrindaArtsCoun-
cil.org.

MUSIC

The Summer Music Series re-
turns this season with music for
the whole family, beginning at
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 19
with hometown favorites The
Real Placebos as they kick off the
series with American Roots
Music at the Orinda Library, 26
Orinda Way, Orinda. The free se-
ries is sponsored by the Friends of
the Orinda Library. For more info
on the music series as well as the
Summer Reading Festival, please
visit ccclib.org or call (925) 254-
2184.

Summer Concert Series at the
Moraga Commons Park from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Thursday
evenings provided by the Moraga
Park Foundation. Bring your pic-
nic blanket or lawn chairs to the
grassy hillside in front of the
bandshell and enjoy the free con-
certs. Concession stand opens at
6 p.m. for dinner. June schedule:
Thursday, June 20 Mixed Nuts —
Decades of Rock; Thursday, June
27 Because — Beatles Tribute.

The ‘Rock the Plaza’ series will
take place Friday nights in June
at Lafayette’s Plaza Park at the
corner of Mt. Diablo Boulevard
and Moraga Road. The headliners
start at 6:30 p.m. and are pre-
sented free of charge. Arrive a lit-
tle early for a good spot on the

lawn. This year’s lineup: Friday,
June 21, The Floorshakers; and
Friday, June 28, The Buzztones.

Benefit Taiko Drum Concert to
support the Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Society will feature Tat-
sumaki Taiko, the Berkeley-based
percussion group dedicated to
celebrating the rhythms of diver-
sity through the sound of tradi-
tional taiko drums, at 2:30 p.m.
Sunday, June 30 at Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center, Out-
door Amphitheatre, 3491 Mt.
Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (weather
dependent). Free, with 100 per-
cent tax deductible donations to
the Leukemia and Lymphoma So-
ciety requested. For info, call
(925) 284-3256.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Josh Niles will discuss how to
hear and trust divine intuition
in his presentation, “Spiritual
Training: Learning to Listen”
from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. Sunday,
June 30 at The First Church of
Christ, Scientist, 650 Danville
Blvd, Danville. Free. Child care
provided. For more info, call
(925)-837-1081.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

See’s Candies will celebrate the
opening of a new shop in
Lafayette Friday, June 21 in the
Lafayette Shopping Center, and
will hand out free lollypops and
hats to kids as well as feature a
prize wheel where guests can spin
to win. See’s historical vehicles
will also be on display.

Campolindo sophomore Sam
Larson is collecting new and
gently used toys, books, sports
equipment, athletic/sports/dance
clothing, outerwear, shoes, acces-
sories and backpacks for a give-
away shop in San Pablo in
September. Items are for boys and
girls ages preschool to 18. Dona-
tions may be dropped off at 243
Paseo del Rio (email californi-
asam22(@gmail.com or call (925)
284-8142 for pick up or ques-
tions). This project is in conjunc-
tion with the San Pablo
Recreation Department. Dona-
tions will be accepted throughout
the summer.

Fourth of July at the Berkeley
Marina will feature live enter-
tainment, arts and crafts, food,
rides, and kid stuff including
pony rides from noon to 10 p.m.
(fireworks at 9:30 p.m.) at 201
University Ave. Free, alcohol-free
event. Parking: $15. Sponsored
by the City of Berkeley. For info,
call (510) 548-5335.

Moraga Police Department is
once again teaming with the
New Rheem Theatre to sponsor a
fundraising event to benefit the
Special Olympics Northern Cali-
fornia. The “Kid’s Day” event
will take place from noon to 3
p.m. Saturday, July 13 at the New
Rheem Theatre, and will include
a special matinee showing at 11
a.m. of the kids movie “Despica-
ble Me” as well as a festival of
fun activities including a bounce
house, balloon animals and face
painting, carnival games with
prizes, kids fingerprinting, food,
a raffle of prizes including items
donated by local businesses, and
more. For info, visit www.Mora-
gaPOA.com or contact Sergeant
Brian South or General Manager
Lindsay Pirkle at the Theatre.

The new Design Quest exhibit
at Lawrence Hall of Science in
Berkeley provides young people
with a platform for generating
ideas and designing, building and
testing their creations through
Sept. 2. By building prototypes
and optimizing them, kids get a
chance to apply a process used by
real engineers to solve problems.
The Hall is open daily from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. General admission:
$6-12; children under 3, mem-

bers, and UC Berkeley students
and staff, free. For more info on
the exhibit, visit www.lawrence-
hallofscience.org/visit/exhibits/de
sign_build_test/design_quest or
call (510) 642-5132.

OTHER

Mount Diablo Adult Education
(MDAE) has a large selection of
excellent woodworking courses for
the spring. Hand Tools course
teaches how to select, set up, main-
tain, and use the most necessary
hand tools in a workshop. Twelve
classes are offered from 1 to 4 p.m.
through June 28. Students may reg-
ister online at
www.mdusd.k12.ca.us/adulted/life

longeducation.htm or at the Pleas-
ant Hill MDAE office on One
Santa Barbara road, Room 210.

"Walking with God into Sum-
mer" Labyrinth Walk anytime
between 7 to 8 p.m. Friday, June 21
at the Lafayette-Orinda Presbyte-
rian Church, 49 Knox Drive,
Lafayette. Celebrate the Summer
Solstice with a walk on the
labyrinth in the early evening hour.
Contemplate life's changes as
spring ends and summer begins;
and reflect on God's goodness and
grace. The Chapel will be open for
prayers, occasional readings, and
the viewing of the remaining light
through stained glass windows.
Guides for walking the labyrinth
will be available if desired.

Orinda Community Founda-
tion’s 4th Annual Everyday He-
roes Golf Fundraiser is July 22, at
Orinda Country Club. Registration
starts at 10:30 a.m. followed by a
complimentary lunch buffet. At
noon, a shotgun start (two best
balls of foursome shamble) begins
the fun with complimentary food,
drinks, and contests on the course.
Following golf is an awards cere-
mony with complimentary appetiz-
ers. Heroes this year are firefighters
Michael Rattary, Stephen Rogness
and Kelly Morris, from Moraga-
Orinda Fire Department. Sponsor-
ships are still available and needed
to help support the many recipi-
ents: Orinda’s 4th of July Parade,
Library Improvements, Art in Pub-
lic Places, Orinda Garden Clubs,
Orinda Chamber of Commerce,
Lamorinda Idol, Spirit Van Senior
Transportation, Contra Costa
Solano Food Bank and newest
charity partners Cal Shakes Theater
and Town Hall Theatre. For regis-
tration and sponsorship levels visit
everydayheroes.golfreg.com.

Those interested in learning
about organic gardening, good
soil, environmentally responsible
ways to control pests, conserving
water in the garden and using na-
tive and drought-tolerant plants can
attend the Advanced Compost
Workshop from 10:30 a.m. to noon
Saturday, June 22 at the Walnut
Creek Library. Free.

Join Lamorinda’s volunteer
emergency communicators for
the 2013 Amateur Radio Relay
League Field Day Saturday, June
22 at Moraga Commons. Amateur
radio operators around the world
use Field Day to demonstrate the
wireless communication equip-
ment they use to assist first respon-
ders and service agencies in event
of man-made or natural disasters.
In Lamorinda, these groups are
K60RI, the Lamorinda Area Radio
Interest Group and the Moraga
Orinda Fire District's Volunteer
Communication  Support 245
Team. Free. Those interested in
earning their amateur radio license
are especially welcome. For de-
tails, visit
http://groupspaces.com/K60ORI/
online.

... continued on next page

Please submit
events to:
calendar@lamorinda
weekly.com
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3344 Mt Diablo Bivd
in Lafayette
925-284-4440
larmorindafloors.com

OTHER ... continued

Widowed Persons Support
Group (WPS) meetings. The
WPS support sessions are infor-
mal discussions of emotional and
practical needs and concerns of
the bereaving widowed persons.
The sessions can be very benefi-
cial and helpful, even if a period
of years have passed. Meetings
are held in the Oak Room at St.
Stephens Church from 10 a.m. to
noon beginning Saturday, June 15
and continuing each Saturday
through July 27. Free. The meet-
ings are facilitated by Gretchen
Dabel and members of the WPS
Board. For info, call Ruth Har-
rington at (925) 376-0321.

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian
Church Taize’ service is at 7
p.m. on the last Thursday of the
month. In the candle-lit Sanctu-
ary, the quiet songs, silence, and
scripture with no sermon invite
you to be still. Child care is pro-
vided if there are at least three
children and two business days
notice. Email Susan Wentworth at
childcare@LOPC.org. For other
questions, contact

Nancy@lopc.org.

The Berkeley Architectural
Heritage Association (BAHA)
will present the Bay Area pre-
miere screening of Paul Bock-
horst’s new  documentary,
“Pursuing Beauty: The Architec-
ture of Bernard Maybeck,” at
7:30 p.m. Friday, June 28 at
Berkeley’s historic Town and
Gown Club, designed by May-
beck in 1899. Paul Bockhorst is
an Emmy Award-winning film-
maker known for his architectural
documentaries, which include
“Greene & Greene: The Art of
Architecture” and “Designing
with Nature: Arts & Crafts Archi-
tecture in Northern California.”
The filmmaker and a Maybeck
family member will be present to
speak after the screening. Tickets:
$30 advance; $35 at door.

The Chabot Space & Science
Center volunteer orientation is
scheduled from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, June 29 in the majestic
Oakland hills. A variety of volun-

teer shifts are available during the
day Tuesday through Sunday as
well as Friday and Saturday
evenings. Observatory deck vol-
unteers and Exhibit Guides en-
gage our school groups and
families in interactive demonstra-
tions and help inspire the next
generation of scientists, teachers,
engineers, innovators and dream-
ers. For more info and to RSVP
for orientation, visit chabot-
space.org or email the Volunteer
Department at
volunteers@chabotspace.org.

The public is invited to a series
of free Healthy Living work-
shops at Itrim in La Fiesta Square
throughout the summer. Each
workshop covers a different topic
with tips on how to live a lighter,
healthier life. For more info, or to
reserve a seat, call Itrim at (925)
385-0605.

Loaves & Fishes Annual Event,
“Food for Thought” A Summer
Garden Party with food, wine,
music and an auction is scheduled
from 2 to 5 p.m. Sunday, June 30
at Hacienda de las Flores, 2100
Donald Dr., Moraga. Cost: $60
per person. Register online
www.loavesfishescc.org or call
(925) 687-6760.

Sons in Retirement Lamorinda
Branch 171 meets the first
Wednesday monthly at Holy Trin-
ity Culture Center, 1700 School
St., Moraga. Social hour at 11
a.m.; lunch at noon. The July 3
after-lunch speaker will be
County Supervisor Candice An-
derson of District 2. For member-
ship information, call Larry at
(925) 631-9528.

Age Well Drive Smart — a pro-
gram for seniors and their fami-
lies at 2 p.m. Wednesday, July 24
at the Moraga Library, 1500 St.
Mary’s Rd., Moraga. Participants
will learn about age-related phys-
ical changes and how to adjust to
these changes. Included in the
discussion will be the importance
of continuing driving, factors to
consider in extending your driv-
ing years, and when it may be
time to limit or stop driving. The
“Age Well Drive Smart” class is
designed for Contra Costa
County’s senior drivers, but driv-
ers all age groups are welcome to
attend and refresh their knowl-
edge of the rules of the road. For
more info, visit ccclib.org or call
Diane McDonnell at (925) 376-
6852, ext. 200.

SENIORS

Judith Rathbone, creative writ-
ing and English instructor, of-
fers a workshop to explore
writing about issues around
aging, emotion and perception —
or to get support to write on any
topic — from 3 to 5 p.m. the sec-
ond and fourth Friday monthly at
the Lafayette Community Center
Alder Room. Workshop sessions
include writing prompts, feed-
back and encouragement, and in-
formation about the world of
writers, writing, and publishing.
Cost per session: $1 members; $3
non-members. To reserve a spot,
call (925) 284-5050.

Please submit:

Events: calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
Stories: storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
Letters: letters@lamorindaweekly.com
Opinion: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

PLAN FOR FUN ON THE 4TH OF JUL

Schedule of Events:

The City of Orinda

7:30 to 10 a.m. Orinda Community Center Plaza — Pancake Breakfast
7:55 a.m. Flag-raising Ceremony

9:30 a.m. Community Booths and Kids Activities in Orinda Park

10 a.m. Parade - Orinda Theatre to Orinda Community Center

11:30 am. to 1 p.m. Community Center Park Activities

The Town of Moraga

(Events at Moraga Commons Park, corner of Moraga Road and St. Mary’s Road)
8 a.m. MYIC Pancake Breakfast

9 am. Dog Parade

9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Community Booths

10:30 a.m. Bike Parade

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Jumpies

11 am. Old Fashioned Kids Games

12:30 p.m. Family Magic Show

7 p.m. Livin' in the USA (concert)

9:30 p.m. View Fireworks (set off at Moraga Country Club)

July 4th Running Races

Moraga

Annual 4th of July Fun Runs: 2-mile, 5-mile, or the exciting Kiddie Race.

These races are sponsored by the Campolindo Cross Country and Track Teams. For race information/registration,
visit www.campotrack.com or contact race director Tricia Peterson at (702) 245-0429 or
triciajpeterson@gmail.com.

Orinda
Meet at 8 a.m. in front of the Community Center, 26 Orinda Way, in Orinda for Haley’s Run for a Reason (register
at www.angelhaley.org) and “Boston Strong” Orinda Roadrunners 30th Annual Fun Run.

Motorama on Father’s Day
By Cathy Tyson

1964 Ford Galaxie Photo Ohlen Alexander

O nce again, dads and non-dads enjoyed the Mo-
torama World of Wheels Car Show on Father’s
Day last Sunday. With food, music and an incredible array
of cars, this has become an annual tradition for local car
buffs. While the admission was free, proceeds raised went
to support the Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary community serv-
ice programs. Folks had the opportunity to “buy” votes
for their favorite vehicle — cars from the ‘20s and ‘30s to

a shiny new Tesla. The winner received a very stylish tro-
phy made from car parts.

One of the more popular cars was the Galaxia de la
Baja, the customized 1964 Ford Galaxie that recently re-
turned from Mexicali, Mexico and the Baja 1,000 — proud
winner of second place in its class and 16th overall. The
Triple Nickel Racing Team is owned by Rene Aguirre of
the Mechanic, formerly Urban Suburban.

WHERE QUALITY COUNTS
Established in 1972

Mike Rose proudly announces
the opening of our
Lafayette Location...!!!

Mike’s Auto Body
3430 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
(former Butler-Conti Dodge location)
Lafayette CA 94549
(925) 283-5600
Lafayette@mautobody.com

Approved by most major insurance companies. ..
2012 Marks 40 Years in Business

Visit our website for our other 7 locations
www.mikesautobody.com
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Global Leader for Cross-Platform M2M

Integration Prefers Lamorinda
The IT company that didn 't want to go to Palo Alto

By Sophie Braccini

r
From left: Ever Aro Maya, Jo Springer, Peter Naulls, Steve Raschke and Mike Anderson.
Photo Sophie Braccini

Candi Controls is on top of what many see
as the new tech market of the coming
decade: the Internet of Things. IoT is about in-
tegrating and automating inanimate objects over
the Internet such as meters, thermostats, cars,
appliances, and health care devices. The prob-
lem is that all these machines use different pro-
tocols or languages to communicate. What the
young Lafayette firm has developed is a Tower
of Babel in a cloud where all these machines can
understand each other and interact.

Innovative and integrative, Candi could
have been lured by the sirens of Silicon Valley
where many start-ups grow large egos, but in-
stead, Candi’s owners decided to stay in
Lafayette — close enough to the nexus of inno-
vation, but far enough away to preserve their
sanity and quality of life.

Over the past five years, through a million
and a half lines of code, Candi Controls presi-
dent Steve Raschke and partner Mike Anderson
created machine to machine (M2M) applica-
tions that control all kinds of machinery re-
motely over the Internet.

“There is no common protocol because this
is how companies do it,” says Raschke, “they
want you to stay in their proprietary bubble. GE
wants everything in your house to be GE, and
Samsung wants everything in this building to be
Samsung. So the next biggest opportunity is not
about people, it is machine to machine. But the
problem is that those machines don’t talk to each
other, and that’s what we’ve solved with Candi.”

What they have created is a platform that a

company can access to build the applications
they need, without having to take into account
the different ‘languages’ that are spoken by the
machines they need to integrate. “We are ‘plug-
and-play’ for the web of things,” adds Raschke.

One of Candi’s clients is the Monterey Re-
gional Water Pollution Control Agency, which
wanted to develop a plan to minimize peak de-
mand and improve energy efficiency at its plant
to qualify for lower rates from its electricity
provider. A study showed that granular monitor-
ing and control of 19 specific pumps, aeration
motors, blowers and lighting processes could
further reduce energy costs by many thousands
of dollars per year. However, MRWPCA’s ex-
isting systems were not capable of communicat-
ing with or handling the massive amount of data
generated from all those new real-time meters
and load controls.

MRWPCA’s solution was to use Candi’s
cloud-based platform to integrate low-cost, off-
the-shelf commercial meters and controls that
could be easily installed by local personnel.
Candi provided a secure, web-standard platform
for real-time data acquisition and control of vir-
tually any networked device, allowing MRW-
PCA to measure, fine-tune and realize
significant energy savings.

Another recent example, closer to everyday
use, was the agreement signed last January by
San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E) and Candi
Controls for the creation of the PowerTools app
that customers download on their mobile phone
or tablet to check recent energy use, set and

manage energy saving goals, and track weather
patterns related to energy use.

At this time, Raschke believes that there is
no equivalent in the market place for what Candi
Controls offers. “Our platform as a service is
unique,” says Raschke. “We also provide pro-
fessional services to customize mobile and web
apps and user interfaces. We have a free open
API (application-programming interface) for
customers and third-party developers to create
their own apps and solutions on our platform.”

Raschke describes himself as a serial entre-
preneur. His background is in network devices
and control. He started in the 1980s as a rock
musician who fixed consoles and wiring in stu-
dios. The studio owners invited him to their
homes to wire sound systems and design video
systems. In the ‘90s he worked in the control
industry for homes, then started a company that
networked homes for homebuilders to accom-
modate the Internet and broadcast systems. He
went on to develop a digital living-room prod-
uct, streaming audio, video and files to TV for
Seagate. “Five years ago it seemed to me that
the world was about to change and that there
would be this problem of things not talking to
each other,” he says.

Candi (an acronym for Cloud-Assisted Net-
work Device Integration) was a logical step for
him and he called on his longtime partner Mike
Anderson to join him, but in Lafayette, not in
Silicon Valley.

“There is a formula for Silicon Valley com-
panies,” says Anderson. “You need to be located
and funded there, and there is a pecking order
depending on who you’re funded by, where
you’re located and how much money you spend
on marketing.” The two were less excited about
the thrill of becoming Silicon Valley darlings, as
about the software they created, and the possi-
bilities they opened in people’s lives. “And we
like the lifestyle here, the schools for our kids;
we like the people, the pace, the weather.”

The two men now employ 15 people in the
profitable business office at LaFiesta Square.
They get a convenient place to work, close to
their homes — they both live in Moraga — where
everything is on a human scale.

Candi Controls is now ready for its next
growth spurt and is looking for investors. Hope-
fully they’ll be able to grow in place.

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are intended to inform the
community about local business activities, not to endorse a
particular company, product or service.

Wednesday, June 19, 2013

Business

Directory

Gardening

J. Limon Gardening

Maintenance/Clean-up
Monthly Service e g
Sprinkler
System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 7875743

License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience
in Lamorinda

Gardening

Garden of Eden

Landscaping

Design & Installation
Small & Large Jobs

www.abeautifulgarden.com

925-370-9445

Construction

g KITCHENS o

CABINET REFACING
BATHROOMS

ROOM ADDITIONS
ALL TYPES OF REMODELING

CALL FOR A FREE
IN-HOME ESTIMATE
925-560-1020

SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1990

CORRAL

ID CONSTRUCTION, CO.

Bonded & Insured License #586127

B e ee— -
. _ _ _ businessbriefs = :

N\ www.corral-construction.com =

Construction

Threading Salon Opens in Lafayette

3370 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

(510) 918-4325, www.kalpanathreading.com

Kalpana Gurung, who used to work at the Threading Place in Broadway
Plaza in Walnut Creek,

has just opened her own
place in Lafayette on Mt.
Diablo Boulevard, right
next to Ruby Chen of
Design 4 You. “Thread-
ing is an ancient method
of hair removal originat-
ing in the Middle East,”
says the young business
owner. “Threading is
more precise and the hair
grows back finer and
slower. There is no burn-
ing, peeling, irritation
and it’s a great remedy for ingrown hair, and good for sensitive skin.” The
process involves a thin cotton thread specially designed for threading that
is doubled, then twisted. It is then rolled over areas of unwanted hair, pluck-
ing the hair at the follicle level. Unlike tweezing, where single hairs are
pulled out one at a time, threading can remove short lines of hair. Threading
is also much more precise than waxing. Gurung offers to remove any type
of facial hair.

Kalpana Gurung at the Threading Place
Photo Sophie Braccini

Sugar Rush Guaranteed - See’s Candies Opening in Lafayette

3518 Mt Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

WWW.sees.com

See’s Candies will celebrate the opening of its new shop in Lafayette on
June 21. Located in the Lafayette Shopping Center next to Peet’s Coffee
& Tea and a few stores down from Whole Foods, See’s will offer its usual
selection of some 100 different varieties of candies. Opening day will fea-
ture free lollypops and hats for kids as well as a prize wheel that guests
can spin to win. See’s historical vehicles will also be on display.

Beauty Starts With the Right Products and Tools, Now In Lamorinda
3606 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

(925) 284-8600, www.Lafayette-Beauty.com

The new Lafayette Beauty Store located on Mt. Diablo Boulevard opens
with an offering of a full line of professional salon-only beauty supplies,
hair and skin care products, bath and body care, cosmetics, nail care, styling
tools, hair accessories, and much more. Clients can find many of their fa-
vorite brands in the store that boasts a selection of professional-only high-
end, hard to find products. Owner Peter Schamoni says that he is always
adding new products to keep up with the latest trends in the beauty industry.
“There isn't a better beauty store around,” he says. Staff will help cus-
tomers choose the right products to fit their hair care or skin care needs
and to answer questions. The store also carries a variety of professional
styling tools such as dryers made of porcelain ceramic with nano titanium.
There is a skin care room with an esthetician who specializes in facials as

well as makeup artistry. The selection of polishes and colors is very im-
pressive. In addition, clients will find bath and body care products as well
as candles and massage oils to top-off their pampering spree.

News from the three chambers of commerce

Seven Chambers Mega Mixer!

Super Mixer with the Lafayette, Moraga, Orinda, Walnut Creek, Hispanic,
Pleasant Hill, and Concord chambers from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
July 10 at the Veteran’s Memorial Building in Lafayette, 3780 Mt. Diablo
Blvd. Each chamber will present a restaurant from their constituency. The
Foodie Fare Favorites will be selected by the attendees. Cost: $5 per per-
son. All proceeds will be donated to the Lafayette Veterans for our troops.

Lafayette
Entrepreneur's Club Mixer at 8:30 a.m. Thursday, June 20 in the Chamber
Conference Room.

Rock the Plaza featuring The Floorshakers starting at 6:30 p.m. Friday,
June 21 at Plaza Park.

Green Committee open meeting at noon Tuesday, June 25 in the Chamber
Conference Room.

Business Issues Committee open meeting at 8 a.m. Friday, June 28 in the
Chamber Conference Room.

Moraga

Membership business meeting starting at 7:30 a.m. Friday, June 28 at the
Hacienda de las Flores. Planning Director Shawna Brekke-Read will up-
date the business community on future developments of interest to them.

Second Annual Moraga Chamber Golf Tournament and Dinner Party on
Monday July 22; check-in from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m., shotgun starts at noon.
This is the chamber’s largest fundraising event of the year. The party in-
cludes fun and prizes including foursomes at local golf courses, dinners at
local restaurants, wine baskets and much more. Space is limited to the
first 100 golfers, cost for golfers $175. Non-golfers can come for dinner
for $60. Contact Kathe Nelson at (925) 323.6524 or kathe@moragacham-
ber.org to register.

Orinda

Orinda 4th of July Parade & Events

Since 1984, July 4th is an Orinda tradition started by the Orinda Associa-
tion as a way to celebrate not only Independence Day, but also to celebrate
“community.” Thousands of citizens gather on this special day to not only
watch or participate in the parade, but also attend the numerous other events
available throughout the day. On July 4 there are events for every age group
starting with the annual pancake breakfast, flag raising ceremony, fun run,
parade, live music, food, games and booths in the park following the pa-
rade. Everyone is invited to participate in the parade, host a booth in the
park, or just come and enjoy the events. Don't miss the chamber's hot dog
booth, known for its tasty hot dog treats in true Independence Day fashion.
The deadline for submitting an application to be in the parade is June 21.
For details, visit orindaassociation.org.

If you have a business brief to share, please contact
Sophie Braccini at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com

ENGINEERING &
CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATE

« 2nd Floor & Room Additions

« Foundation / Retaining Wall &
Concrete Drive Way Repairs

« Design/ Permit & Build Services
925.253.1000

Safe Engineering Construction.Com

Underpinning

|Ir_ .n_lr

Jllr

UNUERPINNING

THNUHE] CONTNALTEN (&

BUILDING FOUNDATIONS - LIFTING
LEVELING - STABILIZING

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Heating

LATLAS

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY
CALIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

925-944-1122

www.atlasheating.com
Since 1908
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CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
& RESEARCH CENTER OAKLAND

WALNUT CREEK 925-988-0100
OAKLAND 510-428-3558

REHAB OF SPORTS-RELATED INJURIES IN CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS -

SPORTS PERFORMANCE ENHANCEMENT ¢ INJURY PREVENTION TECHNIQUES
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Acalanes Golfer Qualifies for
US. Women's Open

By Hunter Hewitt

efore entering high school in
2010, Elizabeth Schultz had a
difficult decision to make.

The soon-to-be freshman was a
lifelong swimmer, but she had re-
cently started playing golf and
quickly grew fond of the sport. Dur-
ing her final year of middle school,
she split time between the pool and
the golf course.

As Schultz prepared to enroll at
Acalanes High School, however, it
was time for her to make a choice.
She knew she wanted to focus on
one sport, but she wasn’t sure which
one.

“When I was growing up, I did
year-round swimming, and then [in
eighth grade] I was doing swim-
ming and golf,” Schultz said. “But
going into my freshman year, [ had
to decide whether I wanted to pur-

Elizabeth Schultz celebrates qualifying for the U. S. Women'’s Open

Photo provided

sue swimming or golf, and I ended
up choosing golf.”

After three all-league selections,
two league MVP awards and a qual-
ification for the 2013 U.S. Women'’s
Open, it sure seems like she made
the right decision.

Schultz wasted no time making
a name for herself at Acalanes. She
began her high school golf career by
making the varsity team in the fall
of 2010. As if that wasn’t enough,
she was named to the All-Diablo
Foothill Athletic League first team
that year.

And she was just getting started.

Schultz followed up her fresh-
man year with even more impres-
sive  sophomore and junior
campaigns. Not only did she earn
first-team honors again in 2011 and
2012, but she was also named the

Oakland Strokes

Summer Rowing Camps
Rowing Camps for Boys and Girls Ages 12-17

o July8-12

9th or 10th grade!

NOW OFFERING CAMPS AT SAN
PABLO RESERVOIR!

The Oakland Strokes is proud to announce a
partnership with EBMUD which allows us to now
offer summer rowing camps on the San Pablo
Reservoir just North of Orinda.

Our summer program is designed to provide an
enjoyable but very real introduction to the great
sport of rowing. We use these introductory camps
as a recruiting program for all of our rowing teams.
They provide excellent training for beginning rowers
in rowing technique, teamwork, physical fitness and
endurance. Within a week rowers will gain enough
skill to row their first race, which is guaranteed to
be an exciting experience one way or another!

One Week Introductory Sessions (8:30 - 11:30am)
. July 22 - 26

. July 15- 19

Ideal for students entering

Learn More & Sign Up!

www.oaklandstrokes.org

STROKES

DFAL MVP both years.

Once Schultz had established
herself as a force in the Northern
California preps scene, it was time
for her to start swinging for the na-
tional stage.

On May 20, Schultz played in a
tournament at Lake Merced Golf
Club in Daly City, to qualify for this
year’s U.S. Women’s Open, one of
the five LGPA major champi-
onships. There were 72 women
competing, and the top three finish-
ers would earn a spot in the presti-
gious event.

Fearless of the challenge at
hand, the 16-year-old Schultz went
toe-to-toe with several collegiate
and professional golfers.

“I was one of the youngest girls
there, so it was different for me,”
Schultz said. “It was also my first
time playing 36 holes in a one-day
event, and I was a little worried that
I would be tired after the first 18
holes. I just wanted to go out there
and do my best.”

Her best was better than most.

Schultz finished with a com-
bined score of 147, good for third
place and a spot in the U.S.
Women’s Open. The upcoming
tournament, which takes place from
June 27-30 at Sebonack Golf Club
in Southampton, N.Y., features a
field of 156 golfers — mostly LGPA
professionals — from all over the
world.

“I’'m really excited,” Schultz
said of the tournament. “I'm trying
to go in with no expectations. My
goal is to make the cut after two
days.”

The field typically cuts down to
around 60-70 golfers after the sec-
ond day, and Schultz has been vig-
orously preparing in hopes of
ultimately achieving her goal.

“I’ve been working on my put-
ting a lot,” she said. “I know the
greens are going to be fast and
tough there, so I'm trying to work
on my short putts and get those di-
aled in. I’'m also working on my
chipping.”

As for future goals, Schultz,
who will enter her senior year in the
fall, says that winning the 2013
North Coast Section championship
in October is next on her list. She
also plans on playing collegiately,
and with several schools recruiting
her, she has another tough decision
approaching.

“I don’t know where I’'m going
yet but I want to stay on the west
coast,” said Schultz, who has talked
with several top-tier west coast
schools like Cal and Oregon. “I’ll
probably make a choice towards the
end of the summer.”

For Schultz and her family,
there is nothing to worry about.
With a proven track record of mak-
ing smart decisions, it’s safe to say
that she will pick the right school.

The U.S. Women’s Open will be
televised nationally on ESPN2 on
June 27 and 28, and on NBC on
June 29 and 30.

To read more about Schultz start
with golf, check out our story:
www.lamorindaweekly.com/archiv
e/issue0416/Passion-Helps-
Drive.html.
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LAMORINDA
SOCCER CLUB

2013 SUMMER CAMPS

Learn the Skills - Build Confidence -

ooys * 69‘\{\25 Love the Game
! es 9~
i Camps (Monday -Friday)

Week #1: Jun 24-28; Week #2: Jul 15-19; Week #3: Aug 5-9

Morning: half day 9-12am Price $225
Afternoon: 1-3pm Price $175 i skl \evels

costper ek Full Day: 9-3pm Price $325 welc ome!

EQUIPMENT: Players should bring cleats, shin guards, and
LOTS of water to each clinic. A t-shirt will be provided!
LOCATION: Joaquin Moraga Middle School, Moraga
COACHES:

LMSC professional coaches, former LMSC college players and
Elite LMSC players who will be attending some of the best

soccer / academic programs in the nation, including Stanford,
Cal, UCLA and many other top universities across the country.

TO REGISTER:
All Summer Camp registrations will be available online at
www.lamorindasc.com
Deadline for registration is June 21
*space is limited*
Questions? e-mail admin@lamorindasc.com

EST. 1996
FULL GEAR YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP

INSTRUCTOR: EEVIN MACY, HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
AT CAMPOLINDOD HIGH SCHOOL

GRADES 4 — B, SEPARATED BY GRADE

DATES:
TIMES:

July 8 thru July 19 (M —F)
1:30-5:00 P.M.
$320 (T-shirt included)

FOR REGISTRATION FORMS, CONTACT:
925/280-3950 x-5163, kmacy@acalanes.k12.ca.us
or download registration form at campofootball.com

FEES:

Kyle Davis

Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
DRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 - Danville « CA DRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803
RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOW!

30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO
$2,000,000!
3.700% 13.700% APR

GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

Fixed Rates to $417,000 Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE APR RATE APR

30 Year Fixed | 3.875% 3.875% 4.125% 4.125%
15 Year Fixed | 3.125% 3.125% 3.375% 3.375%

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM
THE MOST EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED
PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

Dexter Honens 11
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Office: (925) 253-2148
Cell: (510) 918-8911
Email: honens@pacbell.net

REAL ESTATE

Serving clients, friends and family in your neighborhood since 1989.

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This comparison is based solely on estimated figures
and information available at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property qualifying.
Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.
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DFAL Spring Sports All-League Awards

Miramonte:
Cameron Hoyh
Albert Miao
Charlie Wiser
Jason Lammert
Nick Coufal
Miles Kalbus
Gabe Ostler

Campolindo:
Steven Stumph
Dominic Baldwin
Sven Campbell
JD Ratchford
Grant Sivesind
Andrew Ringquist
Bradley Rochlin
Dylan Fara

Tyler Bartis

Alex Shieman

Acalanes:

Austin Wentzel
Brett Usinger
Zech Newman
Anthony Woodard
Nick Inserra
Weston Carpenter
Henry Baer

Girls’ Swimming

Miramonte:
Annie Larson
Erin Schonfeld
Elise Goetzl
Sofia Marinac

Marie-Claire Schillinger

Kristen Hong
Megan Howard

Campolindo:
Meghan Bicomong
Mary Ashby
Morgan Matranga
Katherine Erickson
Hannah Grubbs
Allison Stevens
Erica Mueller

Acalanes:
Brittany Usinger
Emily Giambastini
Reilly Fellner
Meghan Hill

Nora Vance

First Team

Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention

First Team

First Team

First Team

First Team

First Team

Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Honorable Mention

Second Team

Second Team

Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention

First Team

Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Second Team

First Team
First Team
First Team
First Team
First Team
First Team
Second Team

First Team
First Team
First Team
First Team
Honorable Mention

Boys’ Tennis

Miramonte:
Luke Bohuslav
Peter Martin

First Team
First Team

Andrew Tan/Logan Boersma First Team

Alex Hwang

Sasha Lilichenko/Neil Weikert

Tanner Wendt

Campolindo:

Hans Aasman/Aaron Weiner

Tilden Oliver

Ricky Lomas/Bailey Wu

Jared Mano

Acalanes:
Dan Cardiff
Kyle Everly
Ryan Cardiff

Second Team
Second Team
Honorable Mention

Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Honorable Mention

First Team
Second Team
Second Team

Nico Beightbill/Conor McGlynn Second Team

Rick Brundage

Boys’ Volleyball

Miramonte:
Dylan Hadlow
Mitch Brooks

Campolindo:

Joe Worsley
Bryan Lee
Michael Standring
Ryan First

Yize Dong
Stephen Buhl
Griffin Bell

Luke Hoyle

Jack Eisner

Honorable Mention

Second Team
Honorable Mention

Most Valuable Player
First Team

First Team

First Team

Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Honorable Mention

Acalanes:

Ben Savage First Team

Danny Inouye First Team

Craig Anderson First Team
Boys’ Golf

Miramonte:

Henry Cassriel First Team

Scott Guidotti Second Team

Kevin Swimmner

Campolindo:
Manny Manzone
Matt Klein

Jim Coon

Acalanes:
Ryan West
Will Brueckner
Peter Tripp

Baseball

Miramonte:
Conor Bruen
George McConnell
Bennett Stehr
Brandon Armosino
James Vaccaro

Campolindo:
Trent Shelton

Matt Ledrech
Dennis Karas
Robbie Tenerowicz
Ryan Hooper
Connor McNally
Adam Remotto

Acalanes:
Johnny York
Andrew Merken
Jack Veasey

Jake Berry

AlJ Welsh

Tyler Supple
Grant Henderson
Neil Lang
Austin Fisher

Boys’ Lacrosse

Miramonte:
Nick Sheehan
Tyler Pejza
Jack Murphy
Grif Schram
Mac Lavis
Joey Foreman

Campolindo:
Connor Doyle
Grant Franklin
Kevin Hull
Austin Mello

Acalanes:
Wesley Greason
Robbie Stern
Jack Mariani
Nick Mani
Vinny Gladden
Marshall Morse
Cam Bosshart
Scott Lindsey
Peter Mitchell
Sam de Roque

Second Team

Most Valuable Player
First Team
Second Team

First Team
First Team
Second Team

First Team/Gold Glove

Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Honorable Mention

Most Valuable Player
First Team

First Team

First Team

First Team

Second Team
Honorable Mention/
Gold Glove

Most Valuable Pitcher

First Team

First Team

Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Honorable Mention
Gold Glove

First Team

First Team

Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Honorable Mention

First Team

First Team

Second Team
Honorable Mention

Most Valuable Player
First Team

First Team

First Team

First Team

Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention

Girls’ Lacrosse

Miramonte:
Lauren Dougherty
Hannah Friel
Mica Zimmerman
Caroline Tague
Mia Harnet

Campolindo:
Claire Faulkner
Mary Hildeburn
Bridget Coleman
Jaq Guelfi

Katie Whalen
Marie Martin
Lauren Burns

First Team

First Team

Second Team
Second Team
Honorable Mention

First Team

First Team

Second Team
Second Team
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention

Acalanes:

Chloe Landry
Niki Quinn

Kate Fellner
Katie O’Keefe
Gabby Palfty
Sabba Jweainat
Caroline Newman
Caith Wright

Most Valuable Player
First Team

First Team

First Team

First Team

Second Team
Second Team
Honorable Mention

Softball

Miramonte:

Gina Pagan
Caitlin Kozicki
Amanda DeVecchi
Grace Barosky
Sarah Alford
Breanna Correll

Campolindo:
Shelley Suhling
Danielle Thomas
Zoe Marrott

Sarah Reynolds
Kristen Ghamghami

Acalanes:

Mia Monopoli
Natalie Goepel
Kaitlyn Johnson
Jamie Jacobs

First Team

Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention

Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Honorable Mention

First Team
First Team
Second Team
Second Team

Boys’ Track and Field

Miramonte:
Tyler Hanson
Nathan Downey
Marshall Duetz
Charlie O’Brien
Will Fuller
Mark Tamminga

Campolindo:

Parker Lothamer

Harrison Hughes

Robert Galindo

Ryan Hoftfman

Andy VanHeuit

Aidan Goltra

Brian Pfaff

Marcus Harland-Dunaway

Acalanes:
Adler Faulkner
Stephen Main
Matt Thomas
Michael Wang
Cameron Gaskell
Calvin Saribay
Alex Hennies
Nick Comly
Taiki Chiba
Andrew Bertics

First Team
First Team
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention

First Team

First Team

First Team

First Team

First Team

First Team

Second Team
Honorable Mention

First Team

First Team

First Team

Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention

Miramonte:
Tina Romak
Georgia Roden
Lindsay Buckel
Rebekah Ent
Anna Boer
Kera Deakins

Campolindo:
Brighie Leach
Miranda Protzen
Lillian Quint

Acalanes:

Jordan Hinds
Casey Lee

Julian Hinds

Lisa Carrington
Brianna Wilkinson
Caroline Wilcox
Sage Catton

Julie Vaccaro

Amy Hollshwander
Kelly Collins
Brenda Mittebuscher

Congratulations to all athletes

First Team
First Team
First Team
First Team
First Team
Second Team

First Team
Second Team
Second Team

First Team
First Team
First Team
First Team
First Team
Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
Second Team
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Former Cougar Makes USA
Water Polo Team

Submitted by Mark

[—

Orders

he USA Water Polo

men’s senior national
team announced the roster for
the 2013 FINA World League
Super Final and Matt De
Trane, a Campolindo alum,
made the cut. After taking

the team traveled to
Chelyabinsk, Russia to com-
pete in the FINA World
League Super Final. Team
USA advanced to play for the
bronze medal June 15, but fell
to Montenegro in a shoot-out

first place at the FINA World
League Prelims in late May,

loss.

Lamorinda Soccer in National

Competition

Submitted by Corinna Sassano

Photo provﬁed

he LMSC Girls’ U17 team participated in  they won the state cup competition. In the Nor-
two leagues this playing season, one run Cal league, the girls qualified for a national
by CYSA and one run by NorCal. In CYSA competition.

£ 925-377-0977
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CYO Sportsmanship Awards

Submitted by Monica Chappell

From left: Fr. John Kasper, Pastor of St. Perpetua Church, Max Schueler, William Grace, Coach

Peter Grace, Paul Griessel, Coach Craig Bocks, Allison Merrill, Coach Jon Bone, Shelby Bocks,
Coach Tom Stack, Will Rembac, Michael Chappell, Coach Chet Chappell, Zack Woodworth,
Coach Steve Ruegg, Coach and CYO Athletic Director Eric Schueler; not pictured: Michael

Bone

he St. Perpetua CYO Board presented the
annual Ken Nelson Award 2012-2013 on
June 2 to one member on each of the eighth
grade CYO basketball teams. The award is a
special recognition for athletes who best repre-

Photo provided

sent the values of CYO basketball. Their team-
mates determined that they demonstrated lead-
ership, sportsmanship, dedication, hard work
and respect for coaches, teammates, opponents,
and officials.

LaMO Blues Bat to First Place

Submitted by Buddy Rowell

- .
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From left, back row: Jared Kolsut, John Torchio, Sam Walker, Robby Rowell, Jake Finegold, Parker
Windatt, Kyle Mizell, Brian Merken, Gavin Shipp, Vince Mossotti, and Ryan Regan; front row: Bat
boys Nino and Vito Crudele; not pictured: Seppi Ortman, Gareth Kwok, and coaches: Greg Dit-
mer, Delaney Gallagher, Anthony Crudele, Buddy Rowell, and Craig Mizell. Photo provided

he LaMO Blues won the 13U division
of the Walnut Creek Pony’s “Bulldawg
Bash” Memorial Day tournament.

In the semifinals, the Blues won an excit-
ing 10 inning nail-bitter against the Orinda
Desperados, 6-5. The game was tied at two
all after eight innings of play. Orinda scored
two runs in the top of the ninth and the Blues
battled back to tie the game with two runs of

their own in the bottom of the ninth. Orinda
then scored one run in the top of the 10th.
The Blues came back once again, scoring
two runs to win.

The Blues then went on to beat the de-
fending champs, San Lorenzo’s Bases
Loaded team 11-5 in the finals. The Blues
came back from a five-run deficit, scoring 11
runs in the last three innings of play.

Divers Compete at Regional Meet

Submitted by Steve Sherman
= - w herman’s Dive School sent

two divers, Brenna Certrone
and Morgan Matranga, to the Re-
gion 10 Dive Championships in
Beaverton, OR. Certrone finished
15th on the I-meter springboard,
which qualified her to compete at
the Zone Championships in
Pasadena in July. Matranga
placed 17th on the 3-meter
springboard and 18th on the 1-
meter. She qualified for the Zone
meet as well.

F ' L b o i BN -
From left: Brenna Cetrone and Morgan Matranga
Photo provided
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Morgan Matranga

Brenna Cetrone

Outlaws Battle, Earn Second Finish

Submitted by Junaid Khan

he OBA Outlaws finished their sea-
son as the number No.l seed with a
12-4 record in the Mustang division. They
earned second place after losing two
thrilling games in the championship round
at Wagner Ranch. In the first match-up in

o e

H ¥

The Expos beat the Outlaws in a thrilling championship game

Back row from left: Coach Junaid Khan, Amir Khan, Cole Neece, Jack Lewis, James Patrick, Ben

e P

~ Photo provided
a double-elimination tournament, Outlaws
lost 0-1. In the rematch, their seventh
match-up of the season against the Expos,
the teams battled. The game had six lead
changes, but eventually the Expos pulled
out a 9-8 win over the Outlaws.

¥

Murphy, Gage Subramanian, Roenigk Straub, coach Steve Murphy; front Row from left: Lukas

Hendricks, Zack Delange, Ryan Banisadr, Brock Camp, Wade Beury

Photo provided

NCS Titles for Lamorinda
2012-2013 Season

Baseball: Division I, Campolindo; Division Ill, Acalanes

Boys’ Cross Country:

Campolindo, Aidan Goltra, individual; Miramonte, team

Boys’ Lacrosse: Acalanes
Boys’ Swimming: Campolindo
Boys’ Tennis: Miramonte

Boys’ Track and Field: Acalanes, Adler Faulkner, 800m

Boys’ Volleyball: Campolindo
Boys’ Water Polo: Miramonte
Girls’ Cross Country:

Acalanes, Annie Marggraff, individual; Acalanes, team

Girls’ Lacrosse: Acalanes

Girls’ Track and Field: Campolindo, Brighie Leach, 1600m

Girls’ Volleyball: Campolindo
Girls’ Water Polo: Campolindo
Softball: Campolindo

NCS Title Count: Campolindo: 8; Miramonte: 2; Acalanes: 6
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L.ove Laftayette

Piano Studio
Kcas to sueeess

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Rita Yegiazaryan
925-283-7601
Cell: 925-323-8969
1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

"L A FAYETTE
4 PHYSICAL THERAPY 2

Orthopedics e Sports Rehab e Geriatrics
Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a

Cam/;/imenfmy Consultation

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA
925-284-6150 www.LafayettePT.com

Residential
- Remodels -
- Additions -
- Custom Homes -

BUILDERS, Ing

Contact Matt Kunz
or Jeff Wendt

matt@kandwbuilders.com

jeff@kandwbuilders.com
CL# 930839

General Contractor
Lafayette
(925) 283-3128

FASTFRAME
EXPERTY PICTURE FRAMING

1020 BROWN AVENUE
LAFAYETTE CA 94549

(925) 283-7620

OFEN MONDAY 10-5 and TUESDAY-SATURDAY 10-6

15% OFF WITH THIS AD

FINCBEDDING&GIFTS

JaPancsc 5tylc & comfort

Gifts, Hand Craft Futon, Solid Hardwood
Frame, Tatami Platforms & Mats, Custom
Comforter Covers, Shoji Screen & Laterns

925-299-0882
961-A Moraga Rd. Lafayette * sugi-store.com

Mon-Sat 10-6pm, Sun: 12pm-5pm

First Months Rent FREE
Any Size Unit!

S f-'Storage
S e

+Access Hours 7.a.m.to 7 p.m.  « State of the Art Video Surveillance
+ Complete Moving & Packing Supplies * All Doors Alarmed
+ Major Credit Cards Accepted + Individualized Elevator Access

Cent

o,
%;..

+ Please call for details * Deliveries Accepted

WWW. Iafayettepet com
Carrying everything you need for your pets!

Lofayettel Rbeom Yilley Pot Shope
S

=

Free dog treats for all participants s = -
3517 Mt. Diablo Blvd. ¢ Lafayette ¢ (925) 284-5212

Lafayette Auto Bodg Inc.

www.lafayetteautobody.com

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette (925) 283-3421

We moved!
™ LLEdL | "

A
T?Iﬁ,;.

Draperies
Carpet

Blinds & Shades
Bedspreads
Upholstery
Shutters
Wallpapers

Susan Cowell

Anna M. Webb
925-283-2252

3506H Mt. Diablo Blvd
(Next to McCaulou's in
the courtyard behind
h — Peet’s Coffee.)

Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30-4:30, Sat. by Appoinyment
Free shop at home service available

Diamonds

Anniversary Bands
Wedding Rings "nv I“n

=)

E | E '
Value Quallty
Integrity
since 1994

Fine Jewelry and watch repair including Rolex & Omega using genuine parts.
All work done on premises by European trained watch maker & jeweler.

Custom Designs « Manufacturing in Gold & Platinum « Jewelry & Watch Repair

3559 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette - 925-283-1800

WE CARRY PRODUCTS

HunterDouglas
ARMAND S

- DRAPERY, SHUTTERS & UPHOLSTERY
|DRAPERY &UPHOLSTERY WORKROOM ON PREMISES

II' " Custom Drapes - Roman Shades « Alustra® « Mini Blinds - Vertical Blinds
proressiona Vignette® & Silhouette® window shadings - Luminette® Privacy Sheers®
INSTALLATION Duette® honeycomb shades « Drapery Hardware - Bedspreads
Wood & Vinyl Shutters (Indoor &0utdoor) « Outdoor Basswood Blinds

NO CHARGE FOR IN HOME Insoroll Rolling Shutter
SELECTION & MEASURE  BLINDS & DRAPERY CLEANING & REPAIRS

SﬁgﬁﬁE 2 8 3 - 8 7 1 7 E g%ﬁé‘(/xss CASH

391 Mt. Diablo Blvd. - Lafayette < www.armandsdrapery.net

SINCE 1954

W TRANS JEWELER W

Expert in all your Fine Jewelry needs
Diamond Setting
Jewelry Repair
Custom Design and Manufacturing
(925) 283-2137

3608 Happy Valley Road « Lafayette D. Tran

- Behind Wells Fargo Bank -

Cruises, Tours, Groups,
Hawaii

KELLY WORLD TRAVEL

Est. 1973 CST 2012855-10
3530 Golden Gate Way, Lafayette
Phone: (925) 284-2122
Email: kellytravel@hotmail.com

Ages 4-16 o Lafayette Reservoir Site

Win a Week of Camp!
www.roughingit.com/lamorinda

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

- Slgn up for Summer
classes now!

* The Young Artist « Cartooning = watercolor = Acrylics
* Pastels § Mixed Media « Teen Open Studio « wild Things
* Adventures bn Art « Create with Clay « Art of Drawing

(925) 299-1515 « www.theart-room.com

50 Lafayette Cir., Lafayette

g Tl/le Y_&}rw %outuque

R S

o= . +lotsand lots of fabulous yarn
-1 & Friendly, personal service
- Sensible prices

LaFiesta Square,
www.yarnboutique.us - 963-CMoraga Rd.

- 925-283-7377

Making Bay Area HomeS
Beautiful Sin¢®

! lodi ett’s '

“Quality and Service Since 1946”  Abbey Carpet.

Lic. # 177588

Qwner

www.blodgetts.com

3291 Mt. Diablo Ct., Lafayette 925.284.4807

La Fiesta Square
3540 Wilkinson
Lane #A

Adult Workshops & Classes,
Kids Classes, Camps, Parties

]
1+ Sewing Machines + Girl Scouts + Birthdays I

|
: NEW 3534 Golden Gate Way 283-7396 www.sewnow.com ;

Watch for Shop Orinda July 3"

Call for Advertising 925.377.0977
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Fire Awareness 101:

What Lamorindans should know about roadways,

and escape plans to stay safe
By Nick Marnell, Sophie Braccini and Cathy Dausman

agine living in a 4,000 square foot home
maded with the latest in technology, but having
to watch the World Series on a 19-inch, black and
white television, constantly juggling the rabbit ears
to improve the signal, and getting up out of the
chair to adjust the volume. Firefighters deal with
a similar enigmatic situation as they navigate some
of the precarious roadways in the upscale Lamor-
inda area on their way to a fire or an emergency
medical call.

Forty years ago, cars were smaller and fire en-
gines were smaller. When homes were built in the
‘60s and “70s, larger road width was unnecessary,
the slopes were graded much more severely and
the required vehicle turning radius was far less. But
the roads have not changed with the times.
“Lafayette has the potential for the most significant
problems in our district,” said Contra Costa
County Fire Protection District fire marshal Lewis
Broschard." We are dealing with existing, non-con-
forming roads. If the same subdivisions were built
today, those conditions would never be approved.”

In the Moraga-Orinda Fire District, the roads
in El Toyonal are difficult for the firefighters to nav-
igate. “That area is our number one concern,” said
battalion chief Sean Perkins.

On a fire call, a large number of responders
need to arrive in a short period of time. When the
access is difficult, the fire attack and the rescue ef-
forts can be challenging. "If the engines need to
park far away, because of the road conditions, it's
tougher to get all of the equipment close to the
scene," said ConFire inspector Ted Leach. "Plus,
after a fire is put out, we need to free up resources

e 1 & W S e
El Toyonal in
quickly. And releasing resources on those road-
ways can be problematic,” added Broschard.
Since they cannot change the roadways, the
firefighters take extra precautions to familiarize
themselves with their first due areas. So if they are
dealing with an incident on a particularly trouble-
some road, such as Hunsaker Canyon Road in

Orinda is one of the most challenging roads in the district.

Photo Andy Scheck

Lafayette, said Leach, they know they will face is-
sues with the roads and the terrain - plus addi-
tional obstacles like narrow private bridges and
small water mains, which add to the firefighters’

challenge.

...continued on page D4



Stunning One of a Kind Corner Lot
in the Momga Country Club

Magnificent views and yard! ;
Stunning three bedroom, three
and a half bath corner property
located in the Moraga Country
Club. This one of akind home
was built in 1983 and has
approximately 3424 sq ft.

Rarely available, level entryway
and fabulous outdoor decks with

exceptional views, patio, and
professionally landscaped yard.
Enjoy the amenities of the Moraga
Country Club in addition to this
fabulous property.

Offered at $1,295,000

Presented by

SUE LAYNG
Cell: 925-963-7189

Sue@SueLayng.com ' v
www.SueLayng.com § Assoc .\.. ~

DRE # 000970956
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

City Last reported: LOWEST AMOUNT: HIGHEST AMOUNT:
LAFAYETTE 15 $588,000 $2,405,000
MORAGA 8 $320,000 $1,850,000
ORINDA 13 $700,000 $3,000,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.
LAFAYETTE

371 Castello Road, $1,225,500, S Bdrms, 2064 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 5-10-13;
Previous Sale: $544,000, 12-29-00

1712 Chapparal Lane, $1,125,000, 2 Bdrms, 2646 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 5-21-13

919 Dewing Avenue, $588,000, 2 Bdrms, 1257 SqFt, 1979 YiBlt, 5-10-13;
Previous Sale: $628,000, 10-06-05

3138 Diablo View Road, $1,300,000, 2 Bdrms, 3406 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 5-15-13;
Previous Sale: $660,000, 10-04-02

3225 Glenside Drive, $2,405,000, 3 Bdrms, 3893 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 5-10-13

1901 Hunsaker Canyon Road, $2,050,000, 5-10-13;
Previous Sale: $2,000,000, 10-24-12

621 Lancaster Drive, $1,187,500, 3 Bdrms, 1767 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 5-16-13;
Previous Sale: $727,000, 06-21-02

3445 Little Lane, $1,115,000, 4 Bdrms, 2835 SqFt, 1977 YrBIt, 5-14-13;
Previous Sale: $500,000, 06-22-95

928 Oak Street, $700,000, 2 Bdrms, 1394 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 5-10-13;
Previous Sale: $442,000, 08-02-12

3205 Old Tunnel Road, $905,500, 3 Bdrms, 1822 SqFt, 1955 YrBIt, 5-16-13;
Previous Sale: $372,500, 02-10-97

834 Rosedale Avenue, $1,155,000, 3 Bdrms, 1464 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 5-15-13;
Previous Sale: $900,000, 04-27-07

1061 Silverhill Drive, $1,230,000, 4 Bdrms, 3274 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 5-17-13;
Previous Sale: $515,000, 03-07-96

3528 Springhill Road, $1,510,000, 3 Bdrms, 3127 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 5-15-13;
Previous Sale: $1,360,000, 10-18-06

670 Sky Highway Circle, $1,629,000, 4 Bdrms, 3291 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 5-17-13

1042 Sunnybrook Drive, $750,000, 3 Bdrms, 1305 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 5-21-13;
Previous Sale: $600,000, 08-24-11

MORAGA

117 Ascot Court #C, $320,000, 2 Bdrms, 1191 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 5-9-13;
Previous Sale: $321,000, 10-11-01

107 Brookline Street, $980,000, 3 Bdrms, 2828 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 5-21-13;
Previous Sale: $572,000, 09-23-98

314 Draeger Drive, $1,175,000, S Bdrms, 2237 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 5-17-13;
Previous Sale: $69,500, 03-16-73

215 Fernwood Drive, $1,150,000, S Bdrms, 2414 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 5-13-13;
Previous Sale: $490,000, 08-09-96

7 Roberts Court, $1,850,000, 4 Bdrms, 3518 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 5-17-13;
Previous Sale: $1,807,000, 05-04-07

27 Ross Drive, $975,000, 4 Bdrms, 1959 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 5-21-13;
Previous Sale: $77,000, 12-11-75

232 Sandringham Drive #N, $1,380,000, 5 Bdrms, 2704 SqFt, 1976 YiBlt, 5-15-13;
Previous Sale: $1,450,000, 05-27-05

431 Tharp Drive, $900,000, 4 Bdrms, 2111 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 5-15-13

ORINDA

149 Ardith Drive, $928,000, 4 Bdrms, 1801 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 5-10-13;
Previous Sale: $78,500, 06-10-75

64 Brookside Road, $915,000, 3 Bdrms, 1933 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 5-15-13;
Previous Sale: $758,000, 12-30-09

... continued on page D15



Storybook charmer three
bedroom two bath traditional
style cottage, with updated
kitchen and large bonus room,
located in Lafayette's most
sought after "trail

neighborhood." Expansive

English like garden backs up to
the Lafayette trails and includes |
charming decks, and a beautiful
pond. Walk downtown or to

the award winning Lafayette Karen Richardson

schools. = - o . eTa (925) 639-3904
List Price $899,000 - — T R L ',_7:7 e Karen@karenrichardsongroup.com
www.karenrichardsongroup.com

DRE#01407557

Location! Location! Location! Walk out your front door

and land on the popular Lafayette trail ~ just a stone's  nSiE Y T, : g .

throw from twelve years of award winning schools, AR e TR A . THANK YOU LAMORINDA
downtown and Bart. This traditional 5 bedroom 4 i R . : S MOMS FOR VOTING THE
bathroom craftsman has tons of curb appeal and has R T T . : - ‘" " KAREN RICHARDSON GROUP

been completely remodeled from the ground up. This & ¥ i £l . L ; - ~ ~BESTREALTOR 2013!
home has a thoughtful floor plan with four bedrooms [ = e ’

and three full baths upstairs as well as a bonus ' | - | : We feel honored to work and live in such

room/play area and kitchen great room with a den or
5th bedroom and full bath downstairs. Enjoy a large
chef's kitchen with a 48 inch Five Star Range and all
new stainless steel appliances. With a large grassy play
area in the front yard, and a grassy rear yard that has
been beautifully landscaped. This home is ready for

you to move right in. List Price $1,399,000

an amazing community!

Water Views in Orinda! Stunning Contemporary built in 2003.

Bring your most discriminating clients. This home has a take your breath away entry that opens up into a
large formal living room and formal dining room that overlooks the Briones Reservoir. The oversized eat in
kitchen and great room is perfect for entertaining and is truly a chef's kitchen! This 4 bedroom 3.5 bath home
is approx. 4,901 square feet and is located on approx. .7 | acres. List Price $1,950,000

KAREN RICHARDSON GROUP

ALAINPI
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Fire Awareness 101

...continued from page D1

“Park in your driveways,” urged Perkins, to the
homeowners on those older roads. There may not be
a sign on the road that says ‘No Parking, said
Broschard, but he posited for common sense. “If you
can’t get your car up the narrow, winding hill, around
all of the parked cars, how can we do it?”

Homeowners can help the firefighters with a few
basic strategies at their residences. “Please be sure that
there is a visible address on your property,” advised
MOFD assistant fire marshal Kathy Leonard. The in-
ability of the crew to see a house number adds to the
response time, especially at night, she said. Trees over-
hanging the roadway can also be problematic. “We
need at least a 6-foot clearance for our vehicles,” said
Perkins.

There have been a lot of homes sold recently in
Lamorinda, which could mean there will be many new
residents living in the area. “Heed the Red Flag Warn-
ings!” was Broschard’s advice.

Perkins offered an even more sobering sugges-
tion: “Watch video from the 1991 Oakland Hills fire
to get an understanding of the treacherous situation
that can occur”

And did occur.

- Nick Marnell

A 2-acre vegetation fire in Orinda on June 14 was
quickly taken care of by MOFD.
Photo Stephen Healy, MOFD

Fireproofing Your Home

Chief Randall Bradley of the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District said it clearly: protecting one’s home
against fire danger is the responsibility of the home-
owner first.

MOFEFD and other local agencies are comprised
of very qualified personnel, but should the conditions

be right a catastrophic fire could hit our area and
Bradley believes we could lose approximately 200
homes. The chief shared lessons based on scientific
fire studies conducted in recent years at a public work-
shop June 10. It is possible, he said, to protect one’s
home and increase the odds that it would not be
touched if a wildfire strikes Lamorinda.

“There are big flames, medium flames, and flying
embers,” explained Bradley. “Big flames burn trees and
propagate at the canopy level; that’s not what causes
homes to catch fire most of the time. What are more
dangerous are the flying embers that can travel from
distant fires, can collect where flammable material is
piled or can enter attics through unprotected vents
and start a fire” Bradley presented a video of a home
in the woods that was retrofitted for fire prevention.

“The first thing is the roof,” he said. Bradley does
not like wood shingles, even the treated ones. Why?
“They are made of wood,” he said. He recommended
a composite roof. The retrofit also included the siding
of the house. Vinyl and wood are not great options;

& 925-377-0977

MOFD personnel conduct a fire assessment at a Moraga home.

Wednesday, June 19,2013

Photo Sophie Braccini

the best product is fiber cement siding. And there are
landscaping steps that can be taken so the fire passes
over or around the home.

“Monterey pines, oleander, eucalyptus, are very
dangerous in a fire situation,” said the chief. He rec-
ommended removing them and replacing them with
native trees such as oaks. Lower branches should be
removed; of course, dead branches and brush as well.
Close to the home, the recommendation would be to
plant the least flammable vegetation such as grass
that’s well watered, fire resistant plants, or pavement.
Wood decks, a wood pile, and wood furniture should
not be close to the house.

Still unsure? Call MOFD at (925) 258-4525,
ext. 524 to arrange for a free assessment of your home.
To find a list of fire-resistant plants, visit
www.bewaterwise.com/fire02.html or www.theodor-
epayne.org/plants/fire _resistant.htm.

- Sophie Braccini

...continued on page D6



Orinpa Oaxks

SET YOUR SIGHTS
ON SOMETHING NEW.

NESTLED AGAINST THE HILLSIDE IS ORINDA’S
LATEST COLLECTION OF EXQUISITELY DESIGNED HOMES.

Orinda Oaks offers twelve homes with an expansive mix of three, four, and
five bedroom residences. All units showcase highly livable open-concept
floor plans, with countless options and flexibility. Main floor Master Suites,

oversized two or three car garages, and vast outdoor living space integrate

ORINDAQOAKS.COM 925.253.6337 INFO@QORINDAQOAKS.COM

Exclusively represented by Glenn W. Beaubelle, The Beaubelle Group of Coldwell Banker
=
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Fire Awareness 101

...continued from page D4

Plan Ahead for Emergency Escapes

“Evacuation is dangerous,” said Lamorinda Emergency Pre-
paredness Coordinator Dennis Rein. He cited the 25 deaths caused
by the 1991 Oakland/Berkeley Hills fire, and the life-threatening
evacuations experienced by Denver residents during the Lower
North Fork fire in March to make his point.

Given just minutes to flee your Lamorinda home, what would
you do? What would you bring?

First, know that every evacuation will be different “dependent
on many factors, such as type of event, prevailing conditions, size
of area to be evacuated and time factors,” said Moraga Police Chief
Robert Priebe. The key to a successtful evacuation is to plan ahead.
“You're only as good as the plans you have in place,” agreed
Lafayette’s George Figone, of the Lafayette Emergency Prepared-
ness Commission.

LEPC is re-writing an older city-wide evacuation plan that
should be complete by the end of summer. But initial planning “is
up to the residents themselves and should apply to any emergency
— wildfire evacuation, earthquake, etc.,” Figone said.

Lamorinda Community Emergency Response Team program o
manager Duncan Seibert suggests residents have two out-of-state ? ¥
contacts to notify in event of an evacuation. Call them before you
leave, Seibert said, and call them again when you have relocated. In on I i ne Emergency Prepa red ness Resou rces
addition to all-weather clothing and toiletries, evacuees should
carry a first aid kit, including medications and prescriptions, baby
and pet necessities (including immunization records).

Bring a flashlight, radio and batteries, cell phone or two-way
radio, extra batteries, car and house keys, and proof of residency.
Carry cash in small bills and change, and keep your car filled with
gas. Load a flashdrive with vital documents, and send a copy to

Today'’s electronic media makes it easier than ever to receive timely community warn-
ings of dangers and disasters, both natural and man-made. Residents can subscribe to
their city’s Nixle, Twitter or Facebook accounts, and assuming wireless coverage is
available, monitor them regularly. Emergency preparedness resources online include:
General emergency preparedness:

www.lamorindacert.org

your out of state contacts, Seibert said. Fire/wildfire: .
Rein recommended the three-pronged approach of wild fire ~ * WWW-re_adyforW'Idﬁ re.org
prevention, planning and action found in the YouTube video ° www.wildlandfirersg.org/

“Ready; Set, Go!” (http://wwwyoutube.com/watch?v=feMlaars9kc). ~ * www.mofd.org/services/emergency-preparedness

He also suggested signing up for text or email messages at the ~ EMergency communications (amateur radio) training:

county’s Community Warning System: www.cococws.us/getCur-  ° groupspaces.com/K60ORI/

rentAlerts.action. Town or city-wide electronic notifications:

“You can’t plan for every event, but you can get some gener- moraga—polige—department@emaiI.s.ni>.<le.com
alities [in place],” echoed Lafayette Police Chief Eric Christensen. ~ * Iafayettg—pollce—depa rtment@ema'ls-mXIe-com
Take the time to run basic “battle drills,” and “spend five minutes ~ * http://tinyurl.com/I4yjpdd

Contra Costa County Community Warning System (CWS)

thinking about if you got the call,” he urged. '
www.cococws.us/getCurrentAlerts.action

“If you think you should go, go!” said Rein. “And leave early””

- Cathy Dausman Twitter accounts:
. https://twitter.com/Moraga_OrindaFD
. https://twitter.com/CityofOrinda

. https://twitter.com/lovelafayette
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603 Murray Ln, Lafayette 621 Lancaster Dr, Lafayette 26 Sanford Ln, Lafayette 107 Estates Dr, Orinda

Work with us to learn
the secret of OUr
Iouyers’ success!
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3 OFFERS

2 OFFERS 3 OFFERS e
14 Risa Ct, Orinda 701 Glenside Cir, Lafayette 1908 Joseph Dr, Moraga

: PACIFIC
Call Us Today! UNION
925.339.1918 CHRISTIE'S
Dana Green  Sarah Kellar Kelly Wood
BRE# 01482454 BRE# 01805955 BRE# 01931711 AMember of Rea Living

DanaGreenTeam.com




Discaver Stonchavst in the OSpectacatir Chhambra Olallay !

One of our area’s best kept secrets... You enter an exclusive gated community set within the lush Alhambra Valley whose verdant hills offer a
striking backdrop. As one of the emerging appellations of the exciting Contra Costa County wine country, you'll find vineyards traversing the
rolling hillsides. The tranquil, gently winding road takes you past estate-caliber homes and ultimately to your destination - a home that reflects
classic style and contemporary convenience.

This five bedroom, four bath home is situated on a 1.77+ acre lot and encompasses 3459+ sq. ft., beautifully appointed with hardwood floors
and granite kitchen/baths - all in a dramatic, spacious floor plan. You'll experience expansive views of the surrounding hills and distant vineyards
that embrace the pool and spa, as well as the outdoor kitchen and serving bar, designed for entertaining. Birds soar high above, gracefully
riding the air currents while a gentle breeze summons an orchestra of rustling leaves. You savor a very special oasis embraced by nature.

So close to everything you value, yet worlds away! Discover our little secret. }D—&
wt T

www.5402StonehurstDrive.com SR TR A RS T
Offered at $1,349,000

Real estate with a difference. A Member of Real Living

PACIFIC n Rothenbero

UNION

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE




KURT PIPER GROUP
KPG'S LAST SIX MONTHS OF LISTINGS AND SALES

COMING SOON COMING SOON COMING SOON JUST LISTED JUST LISTED JUST LISTED
..E.: ;" | L ” b
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. i el
Burton Valley 36 Olympic Oaks Dr. 4331 Montgomery St. 3256 Sweet Dr. 663 Glenside Dr. 3498 Monroe Ave.

PENDING PENDING PENDING PENDING PENDING PENDING

3554 O’Conner Dr. 120 Greenbank Dr. 10 Sessions Rd. 629 Huntleigh Dr. 827 Las Trampas Rd. 3473 Hamlin Rd.

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD
670 Glorietta Blvd. 1005 Timothy Ln. 1021 Walnut Dr. 1149 Sierra Vista Way 815 Las Trampas Rd. 3197 Andreasen Rd.

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

834 Rosedale Ave. 621 Lancaster Dr. 3396 East Terrace 3633 Brook St. 3300 Springhill Rd. 3589 Walnut St.

Kurt Piper Christine Gallegos Leslie Piper Amy Prlce Scott Sans
925.818.8000 415.606.2047 415.990.4929 925.997.6808 925.216.7583

PACIFIC
www.KurtPiperGroup.com OO

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

Realtors Recommended for a Reason | A Member of Real Living
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Selling Lamorinda

A@ALTIE.COM

Just sold for $1,175,000 with 2 offers.

One-story Rheem Valley Manor home on
a cul-de-sac on more than .40 acres, with
5 bedrooms and a 3-car-garage. Great
floorplan. Kitchen/family room open to
yard with lawn, patio, pool & basketball
hoop. Formal living & dining area.
Hardwood floors, new paint & carpet.

Call us today for your real estate needs!

3 14 Draeger Drive, Moraga 305 Donald Drive, Moraga

Just sold for $1,205,000 with 2 offers.

Rheem Valley Manor one-story on quiet
street with 5 bedrooms and 2.5 baths.
Over half acre yard. Living room and formal
dining ell. Kitchen open to family room &
looking onto yard with large patio.
Oversized bedrooms & remodeled master
bath. Dual-paned windows, lots of storage.

In the business of lnaking dreams a reality.

Let Michele and Leslie’s experience, expertise, leadership, passion and
dedication to their clients and bettering the industry, guide you to your

real estate goals and dreams.
If you are thinking of selling or finding the perfect
home contact The Manzone Team today!

925 . 25 3 .7027 ManzoncTcam@gmaﬂ .com

Curious About Your Home'sValue in Today's Market?
Contact us direct for your free copy of the

"'29" Essential Tips that get homes sold

fast for Top Dollar" And a

Complimentary Estimate of Value.

ALY
' e
REALTORS

Michele Manzone
F" Leslie Dopp-Manzone

CA DRE # 01028002/ 01120753 Realtor®, GRI, CRS, CDPE

Wendy Holcenberg
wendy@holcenberg.com

925.253.4630

DRE#00637795

3554 O'Conner Drive, Lafayette
Just participated. Sold for $1,187,500.
Located in the heart of downtown
Lafayette with a huge level yard and 3
bedrooms and 2 full baths. Charming
traditional ranch home with spacious
living room with wood-beam ceiling and
formal dining ell.

Michelle Holcenberg
michelle@holcenberg.com

925.253.4663

DRE#01373412

BANKECR O
EESIDENTIAL BROSERAGE

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell
Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real
Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing

Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is
owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. DRE License # 01908304



Alamo ~ Awe-inspiring, this perfectly-placed Alamo 5 bdrm, 4.5

bath French Traditional on premium flat lot exudes the very finest

of California lifestyle. With enviable privacy, yet easily accessible

for commute, this home is within the coveted Alamo school area.
$1,659,000

Michael Hatfield 925.984.1339
Michael@alamoluxuryhomes.com

Best Buy In Lafayette! Open Sunday 1:00—4:00 Super Romantic and
Private Home on FOUR spectacular acres of trees . This is REAL Country
Living - yet only 5-minutes to Burton Valley Elementary School. This
Home Has LOTS Of Rm With Incredible Possibilities! Enjoy the property
as-is . Build a stable and bring your horses - they’ll stay cool all sum-
mer! Add a HUGE garage & workshop!

Kevin O’Brien 925.595.0422

dacresinlafayette.com

ACCORD

925.283.9200

Orinda ~ Stunning Charles Hill 4 bed/2 bath single story home fea-
tures vaulted ceilings, hardwood floors, fresh carpet & designer
paint, close to freeway, shopping and metro centers. Top ranked
Orinda Schools.

$949,000.

Mark Shaw 925.250.5591

MarkShawRealtor.com

Walnut Creek ~ JUST LISTED ~Views, Views, Views, from almost every
room of this 5200 sq. ft. 5 bedroom 5 bath home with separate office or
6th bedroom. Gorgeous grounds include large deck with spa overlooking
the City Lights and vineyard. Minutes to town, bart, and top rated
schools. Call for private showing! $2,099,000
Gretchen Bryce 925.683.2477

gretchenbryce@msn.com

www.remaxaccord.com

With over 400 Associotesin 9 offices throughout the Eost Bay, RE/MAX Accord is your first choice for home buying ond selling.
And with connedions to more than 87,000 RE/MAX Associates in over B0 couniries, nobody in the world sells more real estate than RE/MAX.

Outstanding Agents. Qutstonding Results.
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Summertime, and the Living is Easy

By Brandon Neff

Photos courtesy Brandon Neff Design
Afew months ago, I was contacted by a couple

to decorate their uninspiring TV room. They
wanted my help to create a space to match their dy-
namic energy and enthusiasm - a place for them and
their two daughters to relax and be together. After in-
stalling a basic sofa and a ubiquitous recliner, they had
given up any further attempts at interior design, but
dreamed of a comfortable, inviting room for their
young family. Compared to most projects I've worked
on, the room was pretty average — it had all the essen-
tials, but it said nothing about the happy family that
used it. My first step was to find out what inspired
them.
My clients have great personal style, but very lit-
tle time to create a domestic style. They spoke about
an oasis they had been fantasizing about since buying

the house a few years back. Like many of my clients,
they had a good idea what they wanted to achieve, but
had no idea how to get there. They had pulled piles of
tear sheets from shelter magazines along with an iPad's
worth of digital images depicting family rooms they
coveted. But for more than four years the room be-
trayed them with uncomfortable seating, drab walls
and a rug remnant impersonating an area rug. Follow-
ing a round of 20 Questions we settled on a goal - to
create a bright, functional and colorful space that cel-
ebrated their favorite season: summer.

The room had to accommodate several objec-
tives: a place to hold the entire brood for weekly, fam-
ily movie night; comfortably function as a hub for
impromptu gatherings with friends; and serve as a
nest to nap during long rainy days. (I think this last re-

quirement applied mainly to the family dog!) Luckily,
the space had good bones and generous French doors
that opened onto a large, sunny deck.

As I've said many times in this column, I first
considered the architecture of the room to help guide
the decoration. In this case, the house lent itself to a
California coastal style with its clean lines, tailored
moldings and hardwood floors — all in all a blank slate,
but with a Western exposure that could handle more
intense color. Next, in keeping with the summer inspi-
ration, I pitched the idea of citrus brights balanced
with cooler, watery shades — a balanced palette of two
complimentary colors: tangerine and royal blue. And,
to help ground the vivid combo, I suggested adding
hues of soothing gray — a great foil for neutralizing
stronger colors. We were on our way!

...continued on page D14
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Ask Cynthia Brian-Isotoma
Reader’s Request

Hello Cynthia,

I'm thinking of replacing my ugly barren lawn with fake turf so my kids can
play, but read that you like isotoma. How quickly does isotoma grow? Can
Tjust buy a bag of it? Can I plant it this late in the season? Wil the kids be
able to play on it? Thanks so much for all your help.

Patrick

Hi Patrick:

So happy you emailed me first before buying fake turfgrass. For nature
lovers, fake is a no-go! I'd rather encourage readers to replace lawn with
wood chips or gravel rather than ever going plastic. Yuck, yuck.

With that admonishment, you will LOVE isotoma, also known
as Blue Star Creeper. Mylawn is a couple of decades old and whenever
I have brown patches, they are filled with isotoma. The secret to any
lawn or garden, as I've often written, is the soil. If you augment and
amend your soil, the isotoma will spread quickly. Being native to Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, the West Indies, and the Society Islands, isotoma
stays green all year here in our area and blooms consistently until frost.
It's super durable and a great lawn substitute plus it is so pretty and
very easy to care for. Of course it’s a bonus that the tiny blue flowers
are stars. I don't know how big your lawn area is, but I suggest you
measure, then, call a soil company to deliver a few yards of hero soil.
Spread it around your entire lawn and fill in the bare areas with isotoma
—itisn’t picky about soil. It will grow in neutral, alkaline, or acidic, yet
it's always a better idea to start with a rich foundation.

It's not too late to plant as long as you water more as tempera-
tures rise. I plantisotoma all year around and it is evergreen throughout
all the seasons. Your kids will love the texture and soft, cushiony feel.
Isotoma is almost as rugged as grass but it can take up to a year to get
established. Patience is required. Once it’s established, your kids can
do somersaults, kick balls, and play on it just as they would regular
lawn. It works in both sun and shade and is a “no mow” ground cover.
Now that is something to shout about!

Many people use isotoma on patios between pavers or on paths
between stones, or as a border edging. It really is beautiful and so adapt-
able to numerous situations. Although you may find isotoma seed, I
prefer to buy a few flats, spacing each plant about 12-18 inches apart
for arapid filler. The spread is up to 24 inches. Foliage is a striking deep
green sprinkled with glorious light blue stars. My goal is to eventually
replace my entire grass lawn with the blue stars of isotoma. That would
be true Star Style! Enjoy!

Happy gardening and happy growing!

Cynthia

©2012

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

I am available as a speaker, designer, and consultant.

Cynthia will answer one or more questions every other issue as
space allows. Email your comments or questions to

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

025-258-9233
CELL: 510-847-6160
LANDSCAPE COMPANY INC.

BLUE JAY FELDMAN LICENSED
OWNER/OPERATOR % INSURED

WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM Lic# 818633

McDonnell & Nursery

4(__ family owned since 1933 )7
Summer Rose Care Workshop

Saturday, July 13, 10 AM

To reserve a seat please call; (925) 254-3713
or info@®mcdonnellnursery.com

[rees = Shrubs = Yines = Annuals * Perennials
Vepetahles = Containers = Statuary & Fountains

Indoor Plants = Decorative liems

www.mcdonnellnursery. com

IE!E Mﬂf&gﬂ-\}ﬁl}" . Drmda .{915} 254-3713 Dp:.n []*nl}'
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...continued from page D12

Lastly, I needed to find a mix of interior styles
and patterns to appeal both to the husband's Cuban
roots, and the wife's Scandinavian sensibilities — not
as easy task. I found common ground in a "collected"
mix of motifs and furnishings celebrating their com-
bined love of travel - Moroccan window patterns,
Greek geometrics, island chevrons and Danish mod-
ern teaks. We employed a mix of custom furniture and
a few catalog finds to achieve a "high/low" blend. I
even added a few vintage pieces, like the 1960s accent
chair I drove back from a Palm Springs scouting trip.

To keep it personal, I had my clients compile a
selection of travel photos which I framed in oversized
white lacquer and installed as a collective piece of art.
We rounded out the look with lengths of linen
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draperies, artisan pottery, a mid-century style sunburst
mirror made from driftwood and natural woven
shades. Everything has a hit of personality, and each
element reinforces our "happy chic" vibe. Best of all,
everything is durable and will stand the test of this
busy family and their napping dog.

By looking to their collective past, my clients
have a true family room to enjoy well into the future.
Get the look - Ideas to steal.

For a calm backdrop on walls to anchor brighter
hits of color, try Benjamin Moore's Covington Gray
or Stonington Gray flat emulsion.

Keep all millwork bright — and fingerprint proof
— with Benjamin Moore's Super White in high gloss -
most durable and washable.

& 925-377-0977

Wednesday, June 19,2013

For floors, try a wool flat weave — natural fibers
have better color saturation and wear beautifully. Try
arug pad for added comfort.

For upholstery, always look for kiln dried frames
with a mix of both down and foam - the perfect com-
bination of firmness and loft. Nothing sits like down.

To keep alarge sectional from overwhelming the
room, choose a fabric shade similar to the wall color
— a simple trick to visually open the space.

Brandon Neffis a

Bay Area based
Interior Designer.

He can be reached at
BrandonNeffDesign.com &
orat
brandonneffdesign@ya
hoo.com.
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

...continued from Page D2

ORINDA continued...

55 Claremont Avenue, $850,000, 4 Bdrms, 2100 SqFt, 1950 YrBIt, 5-10-13;
Previous Sale: $805,000, 11-18-04

50 El Castillo, $1,235,000, 4 Bdrms, 3025 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 5-17-13;
Previous Sale: $1,230,000, 11-17-06

35 Haciendas Road, $1,870,000, S Bdrms, 3827 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 5-17-13;
Previous Sale: $890,000, 02-05-97

231 Ivy Drive, $1,210,000, 4 Bdrms, 2170 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 5-16-13;
Previous Sale: $1,103,000, 10-02-08

20 Lind Court, $970,000, 6 Bdrms, 2873 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 5-17-13;
Previous Sale: $162,000, 09-19-

519 Miner Road, $3,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 3852 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 5-9-13;
Previous Sale: $500,000, 08-07-86

551 Miner Road, $1,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 2310 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 5-16-13;
Previous Sale: $800,000, 03-19-99

77 Sleepy Hollow Lane, $1,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 2601 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 5-10-13

25 Southwood Drive, $700,000, 2 Bdrms, 1130 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 5-21-13;
Previous Sale: $272,500, 03-10-89

1S Sycamore Road, $1,705,000, 4 Bdrms, 2538 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 5-17-13;
Previous Sale: $360,000, - -

2 Valley View Drive, $1,575,000, 5 Bdrms, 3297 SqFt, 1940 YrBlt, 5-20-13;
Previous Sale: $1,300,000, 04-24-09

Get Ready to Sell Your Home!

Home values are up, and rates are still low, making this
the best time in years to make your move!

Visit www.Lamorinda.net

44 Moneymaking Tips for Preparing
Your Home to Sell

Details on Recent Lamorinda Home Sales

| recommend doing inspections up front, as part of preparations
: to sell, and to give you the upper hand in negotiations. Mention :

i this ad and get a professional home or pest inspection, before
: marketing your property, ordered and paid for as soon as you
list your home with Troy Feddersen. Offer good thru 7/15/2013.

Troy Feddersen
Broker Associate
J. Rockcliff, Realtors

Presidents Club
(925) 550-2353

REALTORS

Troy Feddersen & J. Rockcliff, Realtors
Two Names You Can Trust

Specializing in Fine Homes & Properties
Orinda ¢ Lafayette * Moraga

Architectural Gem
in Hidden Valley.

N For a buyer
' wanting a unique
design, lots of
space and living
options, this might
be the one...not
your "slicked-up
rancher", but a
| one-of-a-kind gem.
Hardwood floors, 2
bedrooms, 2 bonus
rooms (one easily
converted to a
third bedroom,),
2.5 baths, 2
fireplaces.

-—-—-_'_——__
New to the MLS. Asking $985,000
Contact Dick Holt for showings and info.

Dick Holt
925.297.9150 cell
925.253.6332 office direct
Email: rwholtcb@aol.com

DRE#00827803

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to
Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. DRE License # 01908304

CoLDW
BANKER O

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
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TREE SERVICE:
& Landscaping

Family owned in Moraga since 1987

. ADVANCE /.ﬂ,:f:‘-

Your friendly neighborhood B
ISA arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

TREE WORK IS NOT FOR AMATEURS

Tree work is dangerous and is among the highest risk professionals in the U.S.
with a fatality rate ranked near commercial fisheries and logging. We as ISA
arborists do not manage danger but we do and can manage risk. A tree crew
under the supervision of a certified ISA arborist minimizing risk every day. So
don’t try to save a buck and put yourself in harm’s way. Have the professionals
at Advance Tree Service do the job right and safely.

So don’t wait until it’s too late, call your local ISA arborist at Advance Tree
Service and Landscaping for all your tree needs.

Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

925-376-6528
advancetree@shcglobal.net www.advancetree.com

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)




Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm

ORINDA

6 Las Vegas Court

Likely tear down home in desirable
Orinda neighborhood on .40 acre
lot. Bring contractor/ investor.

$599,000

New Listing

18 Charles Hill Road Classic Old
Orinda 1940's stucco home witile roof &
vintage allure. Elegant living/dining
rooms. 3274 sq ft, 5+bd/3.5ba, large
rooms, wood trims/moldings. Beautiful
knoll setting w/ lawn & patios.

$1,125,000

ORINDA

. New Price

9 Las Pledras Picturesque 6
bedroom private estate in a park like
setting. Views, level lawn and
recreational pool. Classic custom
home with vaulted ceilings, walls of
windows, and hardwood floors.

$1,395,000

ORINDA

New Price

199 Crestv1ew Drive Fab 3400 sf
home built in 2006 w/beautiful
architectural detail. Gorgeous granite
kit opens to expansive family room
w/vaulted ceiling, custom fireplace.
Outdoor kit, huge level lawn.

Private & quiet. $1,498,000

ORINDA

T
29 La Vuelta Custom built
contemporary in heart of OCC.
Impressive entry, spacious living & well-
appointed kit, walls of windows, master
w/private terrace. Au pair quarters w/full
kit. Separate office.

$1,595,000

ORINDA

393 Camino Sobrante Elegant
4bd/3.5ba, 3653st updated custom
traditional in country club location.
Chef's kitchen/din&fam rm combo; 2nd
family room on lower level; large patio
wi/outdoor kitchen, pool & spa.

A showplace! $1,999,000

ORINDA

65 La Espiral Updated 4bd/4ba with
beautiful custom features & amenities.
Very well maintained. Majestic setting,
lovely gardens, new pool +
views/privacy, fully fenced. Tuscany
ambiance, European flair.

$2,195,000

ORINDA

17 Tappan Lane Vistas across
Orinda come alive from all rms of this
spacious 4,155 st w/ 6 bd/4 ba & 2 half
ba. High ceilings & light & bright.
Perfect for fun in the sun w/yards, decks,
pool, & vineyard on 1.15 ac.

$2,495,000

ORINDA

40 Los Altos Your spiritual home
to relax in. Prime acreage in Orinda
Country Club. 4600+ sf contemporary
w/ 5bd/3.5ba, 2+ ac w/tennis court,
swimming pool + cabana. Lush
landscaping, views of Orinda Hills.

$3,595,000

ORINDA

33 Dias Dorados OCC prime
location historical Spanish Hacienda
on 1.67 acre spectacular grounds.
Beautifully updated, Grand living
areas, wine cellar, library, fabulous
master, stylish guest house, 4 car

garage. $3,950,000

ORINDA

New Listing

92 Sandhlll Road Absolutely One-
of-a-Kind Bay Area Home w/captivating,
sweeping views from every rm. Perched
on foremost knoll of the coveted
Sandhill enclave. Ideal for active family
as well as large scale entertaining.

$5,800,000

\Y%(0)2V:X €Y.\

30 San Pablo Court Diamond in the
Rough! 4bd/2ba home located on
wonderful flat yard with large grass area,
rock gardens & privacy. "The Bluffs"
neighborhood with top rated Moraga &
Campolindo schools.

$849,000

MORAGA

1903 Saint Andrews Drive
"Stunning One of a Kind", wonderful
views & vl yd, fabulous patios. Quality
abounds in this 3+bd/2.5ba, aprx 3424
st hm. Hdwd flrs, vaulted ceils, gracious
hm w/all the amenities of Moraga CC
included. $1,295,000

LAFAYETTE
: L

_ New Listing
3381 Hermosa Way Beautiful
Sbd/4.5ba, 3839 sfupdated custom single-
story Craftsman/Ranch style home on
level .89 ac. Open floor plan; hdwd flrs;
chef's kitchen/din & fam rm; large covered
patio; separate guest house.

$1,899,000

PLEASANT HILL

New Llstmg

148 Beverly Drive Beautifully reno-

vated two story home. Wood floors,

crown molding, granite kit., 5 well ap-

pointed bedrooms. Fabulous level yard

w/expansive lawn & patio. Side yard for

boat or RV. Great family neighborhood.
$619,000

WALNUT CREEK

g New Price
2050 Shell Ridge Trail Northgate
Vineyard Estate with Gated 1.08 Acres,
Grand main house, gorgeous grounds,
guest/ party house with movie theatre,
diner style game room + newer salt-
water pool, 5-car garage.

$1,800,000

llage

ASSOCIATES

THE VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Joan Cleveland
Shannon Conner
Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II
Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng
Art Lehman
Charles Levine
April Matthews
Karen Murphy
Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen
Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Terri Bates Walker
Ann Ward
Dan Weil
Margaret Zucker

n facebook.com/VillageAssociates

| twitter.com/villageassoc

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 * Orinda, CA 94563 * Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on ( Sunday Open House |






