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MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moraga.ca.us

HELP SUPPORT THE FIREWORKS!

BUY A ROCKET!
DONATE ONLINE AT: MORAGA.CA.US

Your Lamorinda Senior Checklist …
Find cook for better nutrition
Get driver to appointments, groceries
Get help with laundry & changing sheets
Find somebody for companionship, exercise, puzzles

CALL SENIOR HELPERS
We can assist with these activities and more.  

Call for a free assessment 925-376-8000

Care. Comfort. Compassion.
When you need it most.

Bonded and insured.
Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated. ©2011 SH Franchising, LLC

Library to Open on Sundays
... continued from page A4

     

The Friends of the Moraga Li-

brary is a volunteer group that

counts 400 household members.

They raise money through mem-

bership dues and the popular book

sale they hold on a regular basis.

The Friends fund programs at the

library, buy books, and now will

also support four hours of staff

time per week.  Hom came to the

Town Council meeting June 26 to

ask the town to pick up the tab for

incidental costs, such as utilities,

amounting to $4,500 a year;

$3,750 for the first partial year.

     

This was the meeting at which

the Town Council would give

final approval to the town budget.

On the table for the council’s de-

cision were two extras:  a pro-

posed $3,000 bump in support of

the Spirit Van; and the request for

$3,750 from the Friends of the

Moraga Library.  Council mem-

bers Mike Metcalf and Phil Arth

argued that both should be ap-

proved. The other three council

members preferred to not raise

the town’s contribution to the

Spirit Van from $9,000 to

$12,000 per year. The council ap-

proved $3,750 for the Friends.  

     

“It will take about six weeks

for the county to organize staffing

for the additional hours,” said

Hom. “We plan to start the Sun-

day program in September.  We

believe that these afternoon hours

will be used by residents of all

ages.  On hot days it can be a wel-

come cool break to read a book or

a magazine; it will be a great des-

tination for families on rainy Sun-

day afternoons, to come and

borrow a movie, read together,

etcetera.”

     

“I will present a report to the

Town Council before the next

budget cycle,” said Hom. “The

continuation of the program will

depend on how well attended the

Sundays are.”  In 2012 the Mor-

aga library had 102,000 individ-

ual visits that resulted in the

borrowing of 192,000 books and

materials, a big number for a little

library. 

     

The Moraga library is cur-

rently open Tuesday through Sat-

urday; daily hours vary, visit

ccclib.org/locations/moraga.html

for details.

Meet Officer Mandy Smith
By Sophie Braccini

Where Mandy Smith comes

from, police work is about

arresting drug dealers and stopping

gang violence.  Moraga’s newest of-

ficer arrives from Patterson, a city of

21,000 people in Stanislaus County,

where the crime statistics do not re-

semble Moraga’s in any way. The

young officer said she wanted to

move to the Bay Area and work in an

environment where prevention would

be bigger than repression.  She thinks

she found her niche in Moraga and

plans to stay here forever.

      

“I’m looking forward to serving

the community and interacting in a

positive way, instead of reacting to

crime,” said Smith. “What I want to

do is work hand in hand with resi-

dents, preventing crime and keeping

the statistics low.”  

      

By the time she was six years old,

Smith knew she wanted to be a police

officer.  “There was no one in my

close family in the police,” she said.

“I just knew that’s what I wanted to

do.” She was born and raised in

Modesto, earning an associate degree

in administration of justice from

Modesto Junior College and a bache-

lor’s degree in criminal justice man-

agement from Union Institute &

University. She started her career as a

deputy with the Stanislaus County

Sheriff’s Department in 2004 where

she worked for three years in the jail

and over six years on patrol, including

municipal policing in Patterson.

      

“Let me say how thrilled I am to

have her join our department,” said

Robert Priebe, chief of police. “She is

very skilled and her experience will

be a great asset to our department and

community. She really wants to be

here and looked for an opportunity to

come here for a long time. As (she

said) at the council meeting, she

wants to spend the rest of her career

here and we hope to provide a work

environment that will encourage just

that.”  

      

Smith said she did not come to

Moraga for the salary, but for the en-

vironment—a choice that is reassur-

ing to a police chief who has been

struggling with high turnover rates.

Come celebrate
Fourth of July.

View the Fireworks 
from Moraga Commons

Park 9:30 p.m.
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Make a Smart Move 
925.212.8869
www.BoothHomes.com

Rick@BoothHomes.com

211 Canon Drive – Orinda
New Private Estate     $1,995,000

Rick & Nancy Booth
Realtors, U.C. Berkeley MBAs

Photo provided

Maram Bata, Broker
Solutions for all of your Real Estate needs    
(925) 899-3952 www.marambata.com
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This private architecturally

interesting home has 3

large bedrooms 2 1/2 baths

plus a game room. It is

3553 sf on .67 acre Lot. 

The stunning large living

room has a wall of glass

with views of the redwood

trees. 

Offered at $1,595,000
www.372Dalewood.com

Orinda Downs Gem

372 Dalewood Dr, Orinda 

Open Sunday 1-4PM




