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Future Face Lift for Fiesta Lane

By Sophie Braccini

Craig Semmelmeyer shows the site to be renovated.

ome might remember the old of-

fice building in the middle of
what is now La Fiesta Square, and the
former plaza that lacked cohesiveness
and vibrancy. With vision and a will
to change, the area was transformed
into a sought-after and successful
commercial area in downtown
Lafayette.

Craig Semmelmeyer wants to
bring this same vibrancy to the prop-
erty across the street on Lafayette Cir-
cle, called Fiesta Lane (where Petar’s
was located). Fiesta Lane is a 37,000
square foot property that was the lo-
cation of the home of Lafayette
founders Margaret and Elam Brown.
It included three buildings: a small
400 square foot garage that housed

the florist, Twigs Floral and Art; a
1,250 square foot stucco building
where The Art Room is located; and
a 10,552 retail building bordered to
the north by Happy Valley Creek.

The property belongs to the Whit-
ten family, who hired SZFM Design
Studio and Suddhish Mohindroo
(who also designed The Mercantile
on Mt. Diablo Boulevard) to create
the new look of the area; Sem-
melmeyer, of Main Street Property
Services, is the developer.

“The city of Lafayette encour-
aged us to create a comprehensive
plan for the site, including the two
smaller buildings that were not up to
code,” said Semmelmeyer. “They
would like to see something that has
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more opportunity for economic vital-
ity.” The vision of modern street-like
retail meant that the little garage had
to go —and the old tenants with it —to
become a parking space.

The building has been completely
torn down, and Sandra Meily, co-
owner of Twigs, says they have not
found a new location. “We under-
stand the need to modernize,” she
said, “even if the business had been
here for 20 years. The problem is that
we can’t find another space and Main
Street Property has not been able to
help.”

Meily was distressed to learn that
the new florist, Florets, in the Clock
Tower building is owned by Main
Street Property Services.

7 925-377-0977

“Twigs was a more traditional
type of flower shop,” said Sem-
melmeyer. “We have talented floral
designers working at Florets; it’s
managed more like a co-op, the team
is phenomenal. They are doing so
much better than was anticipated.”

Linda Higham, owner of The Sto-
ryteller Bookstore, was told last
March that she would have to leave
the space. “The new landlord had
new plans for the building (when
Petar’s closed),” she said. The space
has been taken over by the new an-
chor of Fiesta Lane, the restaurant
The Cooperage American Grille,
which will occupy the entire store-
front of the building along Lafayette
Circle.

“That store front is going to be
stunning,” says Semmelmeyer. “It
will respect the interesting elements
of the original framing of the build-
ing, but everything that’s dated will
go. We will add a pedestrian walk-
way in front, new pedestrian cross-
walk to connect the site with La Fiesta
Square, change the parking, and clear
the view of the creek.”

The renovation’s general theme is
to respect the existing building, high-
lighting interesting features. “We
want to maintain the rustic charm of
the building, repairing and preserving
the terra cotta roof,” added Sem-
melmeyer. “The new tenants are en-
couraged to express themselves,
while respecting the design guidelines
that SZFM defined.”

Double door or sliding doors are
encouraged, as well as glass display
windows possibly made of non-re-
flective glass, with custom patterns,
metal signs, and other elements that
will increase the diversity of the street
look such as recessed storefronts or
multiple corner storefronts. “Each
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new business will use their entire
storefront opening and personalize it
using mostly wood or metal and
glass,” said Semmelmeyer.

Semmelmeyer has not yet signed
leases for all five of the available
spaces. “We are missing a walking
shoe store in Lafayette, or active
women’s wear/yoga clothing,” he
said. “We also think that a creative de-
signer of women’s apparel would do
well here.”

He added that he would have
liked an ice cream parlor, but Smitten,
the ice-cream maker that uses liquid
nitrogen to make ice cream on de-
mand is slated to replace Cold Stone
Creamery in La Fiesta Square, just a
block away. (Lamorinda Weekly
reached out to Smitten for confirma-
tion, but did not get a response before
press time.)

As for The Art Room, the plan is
for the outdated building to be re-
placed by a new building, up to code,
during the next phase of the project.

“We are working with Carrie
(Klein, owner of the Art Room); we
love this business, it draws a lot of
people, children and parents,” said
Semmelmeyer. “It brings in traffic
and it is good for the neighbors. There
is a tremendous link, and we would
love them to stay here. Art really fits
here and we will need to make it more
visible and inviting.”

Three businesses that used to be
in Fiesta Lane, The Storyteller, P & L
Framing, and Treasure Trove have all
moved to the Lafayette Plaza, behind
McCaulou’s and Peet’s Coffee. Ac-
cording to Hingham, they are very
happy there.

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are intended
to inform the community about local business
activities, not to endorse a particular company,
product or service.

Jbusiness briefs

Sandra Martin Skin Care and Makeup
1043 Stuart St, suite 160, Lafayette
(925) 330-7304

sandramartinmua.com

Sandra Martin recently started her own
skin care and makeup business in
Lafayette. The young woman was born
and raised in Switzerland, and has al-
ways paid close attention to skin care.
Starting in the beauty industry 15 years
ago, the Lafayette resident worked
closely with dermatologists and plastic
surgeons using state of the art treat-
ments. Her focus is to apply her knowl-
edge to benefit each client’s needs and
customize treatment to maximize their results. Martin is also a
makeup artist trained at the Make-up Designory academy in Los
Angeles. She offers makeup services for weddings, proms, and
special events, as well as facial, resurfacing peel and waxing serv-
ices. Her website also includes interesting advice related to beauty.
For example, in the post “What makes a complete skin care regi-
men?” she explains how to use alpha hydroxy acid and beta hy-
droxy acid products, the importance of vitamin C and peptides,
and the role hyaluronic acid/ BS serum plays in helping keep skin
young looking. She also writes about the latest makeup trends on
the site. Martin works Tuesday through Saturday, by appointment
only.

Sandra Martin owns
the new skin care stu-
dio. Photo provided

The Squirrels Coffee Shop Closes
998 Moraga Rd., Lafayette
Squirrels Coffee
Shop will close its
doors Aug. 15.
The  Lafayette
icon has been op-
erated by the Poy
family for nearly
three decades. A
favorite place for
Sunday brunch,
patrons especially Photo Sophie Braccini
liked the long counter that created an East Coast atmosphere. The
family has been working with the city on plans to renovate the
Plaza Park shopping area. Owner Bill Poy said, “The Lafayette
community has graciously supported our restaurant over the years
and the renovation is our way of giving back to them and to thank
them for all the years of supporting The Squirrel’s Coffee Shop.”
Craig Semmelmeyer, of Main Street Properties, said, “The eclectic
mix of premier establishments that will be featured at Park Plaza
Shops will create a rebirth in the community and will serve the
surrounding needs and provide an inviting and vibrant place to
shop, eat and relax.”

News from the three Chambers of Commerce
Lamorinda Community Picnic. The three chambers and a number

of Lamorinda associations have been cooking up ways for the
three communities to collaborate on public events. First up is the
Lamorinda Community Picnic beginning at 4 p.m. Thursday, Aug.
15 at the Moraga Commons Park. Bring a picnic or purchase din-
ner there. Old fashioned picnic games will begin at 5:30 p.m.,
followed by a concert in the park from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. by Zebop!
— the “Santana cover band.” Free admission.

Lafayette
Ribbon Cutting at 5 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 1 at European Tile &
Marble Company, 3400 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 5.

Entrepreneur Club at 8:30 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 15 in the chamber
conference room.

Save the date for the 18th Annual Lafayette Art and Wine Festival,
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 21-22.

Moraga

Community Barbecue starting at 5 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 27 in the
Moraga Commons Park. Open to the entire community, this event
is sponsored by Safeway and the chamber. To RSVP call

Kathe Nelson, (925) 323-6524.

Orinda
There were no events scheduled at the press time.

If you have a business brief to share, please contact
Sophie Braccini at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com

Pet sitting

Construction

Heating

Business

LOVABLE PET-SITTING

Cats, Dogs, Birds, Fish

*  Play-Time - Walks - Feeding
Tender-Care - House-Sitting

ENGINEERING &
CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATE

LATLAS

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY
CALIC. #489501

+ 2nd Floor & Room Additions
« Foundation/ Retaining Wall &

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

> References - 15 Years Experience
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% 2

(925) 746-4649 or (925) 788-1429
mywoodypup333@hotmail.com

Concrete Drive Way Repairs
+ Design / Permit & Build Services
925.253.1000

Safe Engineering Construction.Com

925-944-1122

www.atlasheating.com
Since 1908

Gardening

Gardening

Underpinning

Advertise

Garden of Eden

Landscaping

Sprinkler

Design & Installation
Small & Large Jobs

www.abeautifulgarden.com

925-370-9445

J. Limon Gardening

Maintenance/Clean-up
Monthly Service

System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 787-5743

License #: 018287
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BUILDING FOUNDATIONS
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* LIFTING
LEVELING - STABILIZING

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Reach 60,000+
MEE in Lamorinda

Advertise in
Lamorinda Weekly
Call 925-377-0977

today





