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One week of exasperation ended with the sprin-
klers spraying. He enjoyed his shower, and probably
used the remaining Irish Spring soap to irritate me fur-
ther.

The eighth evening I waited outside the fence until
Mr. Buck ambled within a few feet of me. He was ready
to spring when I roared like a mountain lion. Being a big
cat was the best and least expensive solution. Hurrah,
one victory for me!

My triumph was temporary.

As I write this, we are on night 14 of battling the
buck. None of the prescribed remedies have worked, and
the deer has become a nightly nuisance. I have yet to at-
tempt an electric fence, but stringing fishing wire from
post to post did not arrest his soaring either. Since I don’t
know where to buy “panther piss” and although sug-
gested, a venison dinner is not an option, my long-term
remedy is to build higher fences.

Suggestions from my dear deer ordeal:

e  Don'tintentionally feed the deer.

e  Pickup fallen fruit from trees.

e  Yell, scream, and wave your arms to keep the deer
away. Once they become unafraid of you as they
are of me, they may just jump your fence.

®  Letyour dog be the night guard.

e Water drought-resistant plants just enough to keep
them alive. When they get too healthy, deer devour
new growth.

®  Block the paths of invading deer to confuse their
routine routes.

e  Before planting a plethora of new flowers, consider
planting a single plant in a deer test garden. If it
survives two weeks without being munched, it’s
probably going to be safe. What I've learned from
this experience is that not only are there no deer
proof plants, but in our area, like us, deer are
gourmet foodies.

¢ The only guaranteed full proof resolution is to
build a fence tall enough that deer can’t catapult
over it.

...continued on page D10

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

025-258-9233
CELL: 510-847-6160

LANDSCAPE COMPANY INC.

BLUE JAY FELDMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR %

WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM

LICENSED
INSURED
Lic# 818633

Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 < www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53

McDonnell \Q) Nursery

redeem your McDonnell bucks in August
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Trees « Shrubs - Vines « Annuals - Perennials
Vegetables - Containers - Statuary & Fountains
Indoor Plants - Decorative Items

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily






