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UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,

crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic
# 6

81
59

3

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
Owner, 

Moraga Resident

93 Moraga Way, OrindaBRE #: 00903367

_____CLARK THOMPSON_____ 
                   REAL   ESTATE   BROKER    

Village ASSOCIATES REAL ESTATE 

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

~ HE’S ALL ABOUT LAMORINDA ~

Office: 925-254-8585
Cell: 925-998-7898

email: ct@clarkthompson.com
Search the MLS: www.clarkthompson.com

From Front Page

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured

Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin

Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

$300 OFF

A Local Contractor Living & Working In
The Lamorinda Area For Over 20 Years
FREE Estimates 283-8621

A Color Coordinated Exterior Paint 
Job By us will make your home 
Appraisal at least $20,000 Higher!

Fully Insured  Lic. #342005

All Work Supervised By Owner/Contractor
• Re-painting Specialist 
• Color Coordinating
• Remodeling 

• Restorations 
• Waterproofing
• Redwood Deck Renewal
• Acoustic Ceiling Removal

Complete Interior
or Exterior
exp. 9-1-13

On a recent bright Saturday morning,

Reed started out with a small group of

hikers at an easy access point to the

trail, off Sanders Ranch Road.  Park-

ing along Camino Pablo, close to the

Sanders Ranch guard shack, the

group entered the property and turned

right, walking along the west side of

the road.  (Pedestrians are allowed in

the gated community.)  The trail

marker was less than a quarter mile

in, on the left hand side.  “If you look

at the map, the trail starts off Rocky

Ridge Trail,” said Reed. “It is well

marked, but this access is easy

enough.”

      

The trail has unmistakable creek

charm, crisscrossing Moraga Creek –

a vivacious stream, still running in

July – and taking hikers over several

bridges nestled among trees. Soon

hikers began the arduous trip up the

hills, wandering in the back of

Sanders Ranch and behind Larch, be-

fore heading toward Saint Mary’s

College.   

      

“The difference of elevation is

quite substantial,” said Reed. “The

town’s elevation is about 500 feet and

the trail reaches the highest point in

Moraga, Saint Mary’s Peak; its eleva-

tion just below 1,200 feet.”  

      

The trail, which is the oldest and

least used, according to Reed, contin-

ues through valleys and cattle grazing

areas, some of it private; it is a public

trail maintained by the East Bay Re-

gional Park District, which keeps it

wide enough and cuts back the weeds,

though one needs to be vigilant to stay

clear of poison oak.  Hikers continued

past the college and ended at Las

Trampas Creek and Bollinger Canyon

Road. Once at the top of Saint Mary’s

Peak, hikers were met with magnifi-

cent views of the entire area.  

      

Another less well-known Moraga

trail, noted Reed, is the eastern portion

of Kings Canyon Loop Trail, a path

less traveled than the western portion

that connects Rancho Laguna trail head

to the Valle Vista Staging Area along

the Upper San Leandro Reservoir.   

      

Hikers used to traveling along the

western section of the trail, starting

from Rancho Laguna Park along the

reservoir, should take a left after they

pass the cattle gate.  The sign on the

left clearly states “Kings Canyon

Loop Trail.”  The eastern part of the

loop is just to the right; the 1.3-mile

trail does not connect directly to the

western side at Valle Vista Staging

Area.  To make an actual loop, turn

right when the path crosses Rimer

Creek Trail, which takes hikers back

to Kings Canyon after 0.2 miles, less

than a mile from the Staging Area.

      

The hike requires more sturdy

footwear than standard walking shoes.

The change in elevation is significant,

but there, too, the expanse of the views

richly rewards the brave hiker.  On the

loop, hikers might meet horsemen and

their horses as these wider trails are

open to equestrians.  This trail is part

of the East Bay Municipal Utility Dis-

trict’s watershed trails network and re-

quires a permit to be hiked.  

      

Reed believes that the 35-plus

miles of trails available to walkers and

hikers in Moraga are underused; no-

table exceptions include the

Lafayette-Moraga Trail and the Mul-

holland Ridge Trail.  She recom-

mends the trail guide published by the

Moraga Park Foundation that can be

found online at

www.moragaparks.org/TrailsBook-

let.pdf.  It gives a general map of the

trails and a detailed description of

each of them.  EBMUD trail maps

can be found at:

http://www.ebmud.com/sites/default/f

iles/pdfs/south%5B1%5D.pdf.

Exploring Moraga’s Less Traveled Trails
... continued from page A1

Custom Installation ~ Refinish ~ Sand ~ Repair
Custom Borders ~ Medallions ~ Stairs
Quality Workmanship, Dustless System

Rose Hardwood
Floors Inc.
Don, Manager
925-349-8509
www.RoseHardwoodFloorsInc.com
CA Lic#978671

Free Estimates

Blue Ridge Cabinets
Kitchens  •  Baths  •  Custom Cabinetry

Steve Gorman (925) 798-4899
cabdesign@ifn.net

www.blueridgecabinets.com Lic. 810658

View over Saint Mary’s College and Bollinger Canyon Photo Andy Scheck

Karen Reed showing the entrance point to the eastern side of the Kings
Canyon Loop Trail. Photo Sophie Braccini

Trail map can be found in the Moraga Area Trails Guidebook 2013

B
lue Ridg

e

Landscape Company Inc.

Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN

INSTALLATION

IRRIGATION

DRAINAGE

STONEWORK

CONCRETE WORK

DECKS

FENCES

PATIOS

LAWNS

PONDS

CLEANUP &

HAULING

925-258-9233

cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED

INSURED

Lic# 818633


