Page: A6

e

RINDA

Orinda

Civic News
Public Meetings

City Council
Community Room, City Hall
Tuesday, Sept. 3, 7 p.m.

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Sept. 10, 7 p.m.

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Traffic Safety Advisory
Committee (TSAC)
Monday, Sept. 16 at 7 p.m.

Sarge Littlehale Community Room
22 Orinda Way

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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Orinda Police
Department crime
statistcs for the month
of August will appear in
our Sept. 11 issue.
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NEWSPAPER

Thank you for
recycling this

paper. It is printed
on at least 50%
recycled material
and vegetable
based ink and
should be
recycled again.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

Wednesday, August 28, 2013

Maureen

Wilbur

Direct: (925)253-631 |

CA BRE #01268536

The approx. .88 acre property has VIEWS from the
Lafayette Hills to Mt. Diablo.The single level mid-
century home is an approx.1600 sq ft with 4
bedrooms, 1.5 baths, lots of privacy
& minutes from downtowns Walnut
Creek, Lafayette, BART, & the
Walnut Creek & Acalanes HS
District Schools.

Shown by appointment.

Offered at $699,000

Maureen@MaureenWilbur.com www.MaureenWilbur.com

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. BRE License # 01908304
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By Laurie Snyder

rinda’s school year com-

menced early as residents
learned the latest about Orinda’s
housing element from their city coun-
cil Aug. 20. Audio was piped to
gallery seating for the overflow
crowd.

Chris Engl, a leader of the citizens’
group Orinda Watch which has been
vocal in its opposition to the housing
element, spoke during the initial public
forum along with former planning
commissioner Chris Kniel and several
others before Mayor Amy Worth
kicked off the main event. “The hous-
ing element, as you know, is an element
required under state law of all cities and
counties in the state of California.”
Orinda has been the only city in Contra
Costa County not to adopt one.

Worth stated there would be no
final decision made that evening, say-
ing the City Council would hear from
staff and the public before directing
staff regarding the city’s next steps.
She asked attendees to respect each
other’s right to comment. Each
speaker was limited to three minutes

Gilmore's shoulder) are unusual at council meetings.

to give all wanting to talk the chance
to do so.

Janet Keeter, city manager, reiter-
ated that the housing element “will
not be formally submitted to the state
Housing and Community Develop-
ment Department [HCD] for certifi-
cation until such time as the City
Council adopts it,” and then re-
sponded to rumors that Orinda in-
tends to build low income housing on
a 3.2-acre vacant parcel that is part of
the Santa Maria Church property. “I’d
like to emphasize the city has no in-
tention of procuring the property, con-
demning the property, acquiring it
through eminent domain, or pressur-
ing the church to develop the prop-
erty. The decision on whether or not
to develop that property in the future
is solely the decision of the church.”

Orinda’s planning director, Em-
manuel Ursu, then walked everyone
through the 300-plus page staff report
on the housing element. (That presen-
tation, related documents and audio of
the meeting are available on the city’s
website.) Orinda has had to prepare
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Orinda Watch member Dan DeBusschere signals Tonya Gilmore, city public information officer, during public dis-
cussions regarding Orinda’s draft housing element Aug. 20. Video cameras (light, front center) and far right (over
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housing elements on three previous
occasions. For 2009-2014, Orinda was
allocated 218 units. “The requirement
is not that we actually produce this
number of units, but rather that we
have zoning in place that allows these
number of units to be produced,” said
Ursu. Any units which aren’t built in
one period can be counted toward the
allocation for the next one.

The city submitted its first draft to
the state in October 2010. The state’s
response cited areas where Orinda
failed to meet state law. After the City
Council’s public direction in February
2011, staff updated the draft, and sent
the revised version to HCD and the
City Council in June 2012. HCD ad-
vised that it “could certify it as long
as the city implemented a policy to re-
zone 3.2 acres to at least 20 units to
the acre.” Aug. 20 was another chance
for the City Council and residents to
provide input.

The city identified Santa Maria as
one place to adjust zoning because it
is “the only existing multi-family
zoned property site in Orinda that

Orinda Housing Element Discussions to Continue

does not have development on it.”
This does not mean that the city is re-
quiring development there, said Ursu.
Councilmember Victoria Smith clar-
ified further, saying the city cannot
simply raise the density on an al-
ready-developed site. “If we were to
say, ‘Well, we’ll make [the Brook-
wood condo area] the one where
we’ll change it to the 20 to 25 units
per acre, the HCD wouldn’t accept
that because they wouldn’t think it
was feasible that that property was
going to be torn down and a new
property developed.”

Vice mayor Sue Severson added
that if Santa Maria’s zoning was
changed to 20 units per acre, the city
has met its obligation simply by mak-
ing that zoning change. There would
be no pressure to develop the site.
Any decision to do so would be left
up to the private property’s owner.

During the second public com-
ment period more than 30 residents
addressed the City Council. Orinda
Watch leader Rusty Snow called for
the City Council to withdraw the
housing element, and urged creation
of an advisory committee “because
the citizens of Orinda have lost con-
fidence.” Kniel proposed that this
committee be comprised of represen-
tatives from  Orinda  Watch
(www.orindawatch.org), Save Orinda
(www.saveorinda.com) and Orinda
Vision (http://orindavision.org), plus
four members at large.

Orindan Woody Karp, whose in-
sights were discounted by some be-
cause of his involvement with the
Eden program at 2 Irwin Way, ad-
vised listeners that there is a serious
need for senior housing. “I receive
calls every day from residents in
Orinda, Moraga and Lafayette” ask-
ing to be put on the waiting list—a list
already over capacity with 412 people
(89 from Orinda) for just 66 units.

... continued on next page
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3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

between Trader Joes & the Post Office
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ALAMO CAPITAL

MORGAN STANLEY, THE KIDD, EDGREN GROUP

Celebrate Everyday :;

Heroes

ORINDA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION THANKS THESE GENEROUS
SPONSORS OF OUR 2013 GOLF FUNDRAISER:

TOURMNAMENT CHAMPION SPONSORS

MECHANICS BANK

NORTHWOOD BIONATURALS

GROSVENOR

ORINDA COUNTRY CLUB
BAY CITIES PAVING

TITLEIST SPOMNSORS

BROOKS STREET, WILDER
LIVING LEAN

DRAKES BREWING

PINE RIDGE WINERY

CHARLES SCHWAB, STACY CHRETIEN, CHUCK KALGREN

LAMORINDA WEB
ALLIED WASTE

LA PIAZZA

HOST SPONSORS
F'REAL FOODS  CALIFORNIA

TEE SPOMNSORS AMD MEDIN SFPOMNSORS

ORINDA NEWS

DONORS

CIGAR EMPORIUM

AMY WORTH
ON THE SURFACE FLOORING

CHARITY PARTACRS

ORINDA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION CAL SHAKES THEATER
FOOD BANK OF CONTRA COSTA SOLANO TOWN HALL THEATRE

LAMORINDA WEEKLY
BARBACOA, FORGE & TABLE 24 RESTAURANTS

RICK & NANCY BOOTH, COLDWELL BANKER
DUDUM REAL ESTATE, JULIE DEL SANTO DUDUM
PACIFIC UNION INTL., HAL & MARGO KAUFMAN HELLER JEWEWLERS

VILLAGE PIZZA
PINE RIDGE WINERY

FRIENDS OF ORINDA LIBRARY
WHOLE FOODS STEVE GLAZER  REPUBLIC OF CAKE CANDICE KATTENBURG
JOHN AND JULIE FIERO VICTORIA SMITH

JOHN AND CAROL BROWN

BANK OF COMMERCE

COZY EARTH
SUSAN HURRELL, CPA
NORCAL GOLF ACADEMY






