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Civic News Moraga
Making a Local Treasure

More Visible
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The foundation’s recommenda-
tions to the Town Council included
continuing weekend wedding rentals,
which are a significant source of rev-
enue, and the promotion of the Pavil-
ion as venue for cultural events.

In recent years Moraga town staff
vacated two areas on the Hacienda
property: the second floor, which
once housed town offices, and some
land along Moraga Road that was the
town’s corporation yard but is unused
at this time.

Foundation board members be-
lieve that a marketing study of poten-
tial uses of the second floor should be
conducted before any renovation
work begins. “The cost of the renova-
tion will be significant,” said
Woehleke; in addition to being ADA
non-compliant, the second floor has
out-dated restroom facilities and
many fixtures, such as windows, need
to be replaced.

The foundation recommended
that certain projects be conducted to
improve the revenue stream coming
from the Hacienda. “We would like
to replace the existing fountain patio
at the main Hacienda building with a
larger, hardscape patio area to accom-
modate larger groups and events out-
doors,” said Woehleke. “We would
also like to improve and enlarge the
Pavilion’s bar and kitchen functional-
ity.”

One of Woehleke’s main points
was the necessity of creating addi-
tional parking spaces at the former
corporation yard in combination with
establishing greater visibility from
Moraga Road. The Hacienda has an
entrance on Moraga Road but it is not
for public use — visitors must enter the
property from Donald Drive. The
seclusion of the venue is part of its
charm, but it is a challenge as well.

Bob Reynolds, a retail profes-

sional and former foundation board
member, said that lack of visibility is
abig handicap for the Hacienda. “We
have too many ‘best kept secrets,’”
added resident Edy Schwartz, who
lamented the small size of the A-
frame sign directing customers to new
the Hacienda Café. “People want to
preserve the historic feel of the Ha-
cienda, but they are also dreaming
about bigger possibilities,” she said.

Mayor David Trotter asked town
staff to look into possibilities for im-
proving signage directing the public
to the Hacienda.

The Town Council recommended
the preparation of a complete facility
assessment so that all of the work that
needs to be done can be planned and
budgeted over time.

“They (the foundation) are a pri-
vate entity and we can’t give them di-
rections,” noted Councilmember
Michael Metcalf. “I suggest that you
keep doing what you are doing and
come up with ideas, and be open and
receptive,” he told foundation board
members. “Don’t ask us what you
should do, work in cooperation with
the Parks and Recreation Department
and Commission and come to us with
proposals.”

The Moraga Hacienda de las Flores
Foundation is seeking volunteer
candidates for the Board of Direc-
tors. Board members have interests
in one or more of:

- Planning through execution of
Hacienda renovation/
enhancement projects.

- Organizing community events
to celebrate the Hacienda and
increase awareness.

- Raising funds for Hacienda
projects.

Please visit
haciendafoundation.org/index.php
and use the Contact Us tab to ex-
press interest in learning more.

Livable Moraga Road Project

.. continued from page AS
Recalling the public outcry a few
years ago when a suggestion was
made to narrow Moraga Road to two
lanes, Mayor David Trotter warned
staff against revisiting that idea. “(It’s)
a non-starter. I would not support it
under any circumstance.”

Staff also proposed the creation
of a Town Advisory Committee to
provide input on materials and topics
to be reviewed at the public work-
shops and liaise with town decision-
making bodies. Staff suggested that
the committee be formed by one rep-
resentative of each formal commis-
sion and committee in town, but the
Town Council struggled for a while
with the necessity to expand partici-
pation to other interest groups such
as the Hacienda Foundation, Cam-
polindo High School, the Chamber
of Commerce, and Saint Mary’s Col-

lege, among others. Councilmember
Michael Metcalf’s suggestion that
“a nucleus of motivated people can
get a lot done” gained momentum,
and the Town Council decided to
keep the committee small, adding
one member from the Youth In-
volvement Committee and agreeing
to invite special interest groups when
needed. “We could talk to the same
people we always talk to,” pleaded
Jill Keimach, town manager, “but the
purpose is to get young people and
different perspectives on this com-
mittee. It’s not only drivers, but kids
who ride their bikes to the yogurt
shop.”

The project’s website is still under
construction, but residents will soon
be able to find information and up-
dates at www.moraga.ca.us/livable-
moragaroad.

Community Service

Senior Symposium a
Stellar Success

Submitted by Dick Holt

Lafayette Communlty Foundation board members Dick Holt and Don
Jenkins introduce Senior Rides director Elaine Welch at the recent Senior

Symposium.
Nearly 200 people attended
the 5th Annual Senior Sym-
posium hosted by the Lafayette
Community Foundation in coop-
eration with the Lafayette-Orinda
Presbyterian Church, and co-
chaired by LCF board members
Don Jenkins and Dick Holt. This

Photo Matt Shriner
year’s theme, “Aging by Design,”
provided updates on transporta-
tion options as well as the devel-
opment and progress of the
Lamorinda Village Project. For
more information and how to be
notified of future events, visit
www.lafayettecf.org.
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WHERE QUALITY COUNTS
Established in 1972

Mike Rose proudly announces
the opening of our
Lafayette Location...!!!

Mike’s Auto Body
3430 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
(former Butler-Conti Dodge location)
Lafayette CA 94549
(925) 283-5600
Lafayette@mautobody.com

Approved by most major insurance companies. ..

2012 Marks 40 Years in Business

Visit our website for our other 7 locations
www.mikesautobody.com






