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| CUSTOM FRAMING
ouR 40th YEAR

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1973
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Superior Framing Design Services by our
i Professional and Experienced Staff

| See our website gallery of clients framing projects |
www.ArtLoftFraming.com
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1 15% OFF |

your entire 1st order
Expires 12/31/2013
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10 minutes from Orinda Crossroads
10 minutes from Moraga (via Canyon)
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| ART LOFT
. FRAMING

| 2082 Antioch Ct. (Montclair Village) Oakland |

(510) 339-0890
HWY. 13 (between Hwy. 24 & Park Blvd.)
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Total Clean 376-1004
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LAMORINDA TAXI

Fast pick up Clean hybrid cabs

24 hour service

925-934-5678

RATES TO AIRPORT
SFO: only $ 75.00 OAK: only $59.00
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. We-pick up from airport to LAMORINDA same prices.
* We can ride for 6 people with the same as 1 person same price.

Rheem Valley Convalescent
Hospital & Rehabilitation

Award -B— %
Winning -

l Care &

Rehab

Rheem Valley Convalescent Hospital & Rehabilitation
has earned the CMS 5-Star Rating, the AHCA
National Quality Bronze Award and has been ranked
as one of the Best Nursing Homes by U.S. News &
World Report. Let us provide you with Award Winning Care.
We Specialize in Post Acute Rehab — in addition to
traditional therapy techniques, we utilize state-of-the-art
therapy modalities including virtual rehabilitation.

Rheem Valley Convalescent
Hospital & Rehabilitation

348 Rheem Blvd, Moraga CA 94556, 925.376.5995

www.lamorindaweekly.com

£ 925-377-0977
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Lafayette’s Gold Coast Chamber Players
Celebrate 15th Anniversary

By Sophie Braccini
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Gold Coast Chamber Players explore the relationship between Antonin
Dvorak and African American Spirituals with (from left) Dr. Alvin McLean,
piano; Lawrence Beamen, vocals; Robert Howard, cello; Hrabba Atladottir,
violin; Pamela Freund-Striplen, viola; and Laura Albers, violin (assistant

concertmaster SF Opera).

hen Pamela Freund-Striplen

moved to Lafayette with her
husband 15 years ago, the Gold Coast
Chamber Players found their new
home. “I want to thank many people
who have been there with us all these
years,” she says, “and this year, at
each performance we will individu-
ally thank some of our supporters.”
To celebrate the anniversary, Freund-
Striplen has invited performers of the
highest caliber to present a classical
music program for seasoned and
novice music lovers alike.

The concert that will launch this
year of celebration features Hungar-
ian strings music with Bartok and Ko-
daly, “a set of pieces that is very
engaging, fiery, and passionate. This
one is a good one for those who know
(classical music) and those who
don’t,” says the director.

Freund-Striplen moved from
Alameda to Lafayette for the schools,
and the family arrived in a commu-
nity that had already developed very
strong musical education programs.
“In fact just as we arrived Steve Falk,
the city manager, said to one of his
neighbors that all that was missing in
Lafayette was a chamber orchestra,”
says Freund-Striplen, adding that Falk
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has been one of their strongest sup-
porters. Gold Coast Chamber Players
performed at Town Hall Theatre for
seven years, then moved to various
churches until the Lafayette Library
and Learning Center came into view.
“We were asked some advice when
the concept of the community hall
was defined,” says Freund-Striplen.
“The result is a place that has perfect
acoustics and that has become our
home since its opening.”

The concept of this ensemble is
different from many. Freund-Striplen
invites different musicians for each
concert; some come back year after
year, some don’t. “The corner stone
of the orchestra is its flexible core,”
she says. “When I create the cohesive
programming each year, I think at the
same time about the right people to
work together on each piece.” The
benefit, she says, is that they are al-
ways in a ‘honeymoon period.’

“Sometimes 1 meet musicians
who are very special, like Amati En-
semble,” she adds. “I end up becom-
ing involved in their series and they
also come tous. 1 think that it is great
for the community to be exposed to a
wide range of musicians and talents
from different places.”

Also special to the Gold Coast
Chamber Players are the discussions
prior to the concert, and the post-
concert receptions with the musi-
cians. “About 75 percent of the
people come to the optional talk,”
she says. “People find that under-
standing more about a piece, even if
they are already quite knowledge-
able, increases their appreciation and
pleasure. And the discussion after-
ward shows that classical music is
not a stuffy-powdered-wig experi-
ence, but something very accessible
and pleasurable for all ages.” This
congenial approach without ever
compromising on the quality of the
entertainment can explain the grow-
ing popularity of the orchestra.

“Last year we tripled the sales of
our season tickets,” she says. “It is a
big help to know how many people
will come.” Some people had to be
turned down at the door for last year’s
concert with Lafayette’s own Juliana
Athayde.

“She is a wonderful musician,”
says Freund-Striplen of the young
Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra
concertmaster. ~ She has invited
Athayde to be part of the Hungarian
Strings concert this year, along with
Freund-Striplen, San Francisco Sym-
phony's cellist Amos Yang, violinist
Candace Guirao of the New Century
Chamber Orchestra, and Russian
piano soloist Yana Reznik, who per-
formed on the Horowitz Steinway last
season.

There will be two performances
of the Hungarian Strings concert: Fri-
day, Sept. 13 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday,
Sept. 15 at 2 p.m. at the Lafayette Li-
brary Community Hall. Freund-
Striplen hopes that everyone who
wishes to be there will get a seat.
“The audience is what makes it all
worthwhile for me,” she says. “To
see people I know and I don’t know,
see them engaged and happy, that’s
my reward.” For more information
and tickets, visit www.gcplayers.org.

“Rauwboy” (Little Bird) at the Orinda

Theatre

By Sophie Braccini
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“Kauwboy”

In the film “Kauwboy,” 10-year-
old Jojo is often left to his own
devices. His mother is no more
than a smiling image on the wall
and a distant voice on the phone;
his father is locked up, a bit too
rough, and out of his depth.

Jojo finds secret comfort in
taking care of a baby Jackdaw that
has fallen from its nest. The bird is
more touching than pretty: it is
sparsely feathered, a little thing
chirping and frail that Jojo imme-
diately takes charge of. Yet, in
spite of its weakness, the tiny Jack-
daw gives Jojo the necessary
strength to confront reality.

Jojo is endearing; he is a
dreamer hoping for a better life.
Netherlands director Boudewijn

Image provided

Koole found in Rick Lens an excel-
lent child actor to portray the aban-
doned boy full of hopes and desires,
trying to escape his difficult present.
He is a boy in need of being loved
and the spectator wants to protect
and take care of him.

Koole has a way of depicting
the magic that can come from
some children and their imagina-
tions. There is something of Peter
Pan in Jojo; his whimsical side
that tends to ignore reality is en-
gaging. He tries to live by creat-
ing his own world, to grow
without the support of his
mother’s love. Beyond his 10
years of age, he possesses a great
strength.

The director tactfully shows

the oblique way children can
‘make do’ with their distress,
showing the pain but also the
liveliness of the child and his re-
silience. The topic could have
been approached with a gooey
Disney-like sentimentality, but in
“Kauwboy” the bird is not a mag-
ical friend fallen from the sky
with human-like feelings, but,
more modestly, the precious con-
duit that will permit fragile Jojo
to grow.

Jojo’s gradual discovery and un-
derstanding of the bird is his gate to
adulthood. He learns what it is to be
responsible for another being.

In an interview for Online-
film.org, Koole said that the story
of “Kauwboy” was closely tied to
his own. “When I was 12, a Jack-
daw landed on my bedroom’s
windowsill ... little by little, we
became friends. It came back
every day and was becoming
bolder, coming into my bedroom
and perching on my shoulder,” he
remembered. He also said that it
took him a long time to find the
right child to play Jojo. “We saw
at least 300 boys before meeting
with Rick Lens,” he said. “We
looked in the streets, in musicals,
in bird refuges, and called casting
agents.” Koole said that the first
time he saw Lens he intuitively
knew it would be a perfect cast.
The young actor is indeed re-
markable.

“Kauwboy” is a delightful and
poetic family movie for viewers of
all ages: children will appreciate
the respect given to their peers
without too much corniness or
simplification; adults will feel their
hearts open and be reminded of the
pains and the joys of childhood.

The movie will be presented at
the Orinda Theatre for one week,
beginning Sept. 13. For more in-
formation, visit www.lamor-
indatheatres.com.





