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he students at Los Perales

Elementary School wel-
comed the newest kid on the
block Aug. 28: their new princi-
pal, Amy Black.

“It feels fantastic to be in
Moraga,” Black said. “I feel like
I’ve struck gold in coming here.
Everyone has been so welcom-
ing. I was impressed by the
teachers and the staff, and then I
met the kids, who are just great.”

Black replaces Charles
Miller.
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Los Perales Elementary Gets New Principal
By Chris Lavin

as principal of Sycamore Valley
and Alamo elementary schools,
and assistant principal at Tassa-
jara Hills Elementary School. Ul-
timately, Black said, it was her
sons who tipped the scale to be
closer to home. She lives in Wal-
nut Creek, and she has two sons
attending Lafayette Elementary
School.

“I was already involved in
this district as a parent. So I fi-
nally decided it was time to give
back to the community where |
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(and former longtime Los Perales
principal) Bruce Burns described
Black as “an excellent communi-
cator with a passion for working
with teachers and students.”
Black earned her undergradu-
ate degree at San Jose State Uni-
versity, her master’s in
educational leadership from Cal-
ifornia State East Bay, and her
multiple subject teaching creden-
tial at Saint Mary’s College. She
has taught second and fifth
grades, as well as high school

Incoming LosIPeraIes Elementary School Principal Amy Banks was welcomed
to the school by Superintendent Bruce K. Burns.
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the San Ramon Valley Unified

live,” she said.
In a

She comes to Moraga from

School District, where she served

statement,
School District Superintendent

English. She has also served as a
reading specialist and a teacher
on special assignment.
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I appreciate the work you do
on covering our local Lamor-

inda news. The Lamorinda

Weekly is the only local paper

I think is worth reading!
Thank you, Leslie

Brian said.

Teen volunteers of the nonprofit that has em-
powered women, youth, and families through im-
proved literacy and positive message programming
for the past 15 years were shocked by the devasta-

ness property coverage.

and upcoming essay contest.

tion. Drawers had been ransacked, books flung
from the shelves, and paper strewn throughout the
rooms. With limited financial resources, the non-
profit couldn’t afford adequate insurance for busi-

Doug at the Moraga UPS store was outraged on,
about the burglary, and offered to print flyers for
the organization’s Letters for Literacy programs

Brian is determined to get things back to nor-
mal. She and teen volunteers are still planning to
host writing activities at the Be The Star You Are

Local Nonprofit Picks Up Pieces after Burglary

Cynthia Brian, founder of the Moraga non-
profit Be the Star You Are (and Lamorinda
Weekly s gardening goddess), found front doors
smashed, with wood and sheetrock scattered in the
hallway following a Sept. 2 burglary where sus-
pects stole video and production equipment.
“What kind of person burglarizes a charity?”’

booth Sept. 28 during the Moraga Pear Festival.
“T’ll be at the booth to meet the public all day,” said
Youngjoo, a writer for Lamorinda Weekly's Teen
Scene and host of the young adult radio show, Ex-
press Yourself. “We are going to have fun and move
For more information on the Pear Festival
booth, wvisit http://starstyleradio.com/Events/En-
tries/2013/9/28 Pear Festival 2013.html.  For
more information about Be the Star You Are, visit
www.bethestaryouare.org.
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specializing in:
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AD/HD
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Anxiety
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Brian Clark, Psy.D.

licensed clinical psychologist
PSY 25198
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954 Risa Road - Lafayette
(925) 385-8050
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Cynthia Brian

Acting, Media, and Writing
Coaching with Cynthia Brian

Starstyle® Productions, LLC
1660 School St. #101B, Moraga

Cynthia@Star-Style.

When you need a one-to one
coaching to hone your skills, book a
session with empowerment expert,
Cynthia Brian.

“Maggie did spectacular yesterday
on Lifetime. They called her the one
take wonder She attributes it to your
coaching. The entire production staff
and the host were amazed! Thanks
again!”

Greta and Maggie Mei Lewis

925-377-STAR

com, www.Star-Style.com

By Konnie Guo

Music is a constant presence found practically
everywhere. While some of us are content to sim-
ply enjoy listening to music, others are dedicated to
making music an integral part of their lives. Lamorinda
is fortunate enough to have many talented young musi-
cians. Even though it’s summer vacation, many are still
working hard making the music that they love.

Kelvin G, a clarinetist who studies at Miramonte
High School attended a three week intensive music
camp over the summer. He was part of the Stanford
Youth Orchestra, which provided an opportunity for
gifted young musicians all across the world to gather
and play together. In the three weeks that they were
there, the entire orchestra had to learn several different
pieces and be able to perform them in a concert held at
the end of each week. Despite the heavy workload, the
orchestra was able to make every concert professional
and a success. “Being around and working together
with people my own age made it a really fun and edu-
cational experience. Although we had to practice rigor-
ously, it was all worth it in the end. I was able to make
many new friends who all share my passion in music.”

Moraga teen and enthusiastic pianist Yurika
Kazama also devoted part of her summer to music. She
participated in a chamber music program by the San
Francisco Conservatory of Music called Summer Music
West. In the program, young musicians were assigned
groups to perform in ensembles. Though students re-
ceived the music beforehand, they had just ten days at
the Conservatory to get to know each other, rehearse,
and polish their pieces to make them performance-

TEEN SCENE

Music Makes the World Go Round

The opinions expressed in Teen Scene are those of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.

ready. Coaches worked with the students, making sure
that they were practicing efficiently and effectively.
Kazama explains, “We played in groups of three or four,
which meant that everyone had to do their best, since a
single mistake could really stand out. I learned so much
in just a week and a half. The coaches were really help-
ful, and I now appreciate music even more. I only wish
it had lasted longer!”

Music can really bring the world together. As a pi-
anist myself, I know how much work and practice it
takes to make just a few notes perfect. It makes it all the
more admirable that these two Lamorinda teens would
give up their time to learning more about music. As the
school year begins, keep this in mind: the best way to
succeed is to practice. After all, practice makes perfect!

Konnie Guo, a jun-
ior at Miramonte High
School, is a member of
Club Be the Star You
Arel®. She is an avid
reader; and during her
spare time, enjoys play-
ing the piano and doing
volunteer work.

Teen Scene is YOUR voice. If you have something
to say or have writing skills and want to be part of
our Teen Scene team, email our Teen Coach,
Cynthia Brian, Cynthia@CynthiaBrian.com.
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Music Lessons

Service Offered Office For Rent

All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.

Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

\Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar

M. A. Music Composition
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Art's Mobile Mechanics
up to 40% off repairs, Certified,
Lic, Insured 510-326-2596

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Rusty Nails Handy Man Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 825-6997

Premium office space

Tree & brush removal.

in Moraga available immediately.
Beautiful mission style bldg faces
Rheem shop Ctr, near restaurants,
theatre & plenty of parking.

866 SF $1500+ CAM per month.
Beautifully landscaped.

(510) 727-1800 x313 Kate

Fix, Paint, Repair anything.
Professional & Reliable
Call Terry 925-788-1663

Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

BTN Wil you love me?

Totalintegrityinsurance.com /

20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great
pricing and coverage for Biz

Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto,
Life. (925) 247-4356 OE90108

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
« ONSITE REPAIRS - VIRUS REMOVAL

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

m

T am looking for a home with www.totalclean.biz

loving parents in a safe
environment. Could that be you?  Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

House Cleaning |

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

There are many adorable cats &
kittens to choose. Give us a call:
Judy @ 925-788-8675 or
Michelle @ 925-324-7519.
Video You tube:
contracostacatsneedrescuepleasehelp

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services
Lic. Free Estimates (925) 348-3761

Windows & Gutters

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

. . . Renovation * Remodeling * Home Repair
- WINDOWS TUTORING Reliable Window Cleaning o Big & Small Jobs * Bonded & Insured
- HARDWARE UPGRADES r:& $8 per 1/2" classified ad height Friendliness & remarkable results. B/ Licssosrs 925-825-5201

« NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT

- REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 - 510-938-1881

Elisa’s House Cleaning
Reliable, Excellent Quality Service
Lic., Local Ref. Avail. 510-847-9413

Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Email to: classified@lamor-
indaweekly.com

reach 60,000+ with your ad






