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fallFREE
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PerformCal ances
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C A L I F O R N I A ,  B E R K E L E Y

S U N D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  2 9 ,  2 0 1 3

Join us for a full day of free live performance throughout the UC Berkeley 
campus—no tickets required! 

New Century Chamber Orchestra with Nadja Salerno-Sonnenberg,  
violin •  La Tania Baile Flamenco • ODC/Dance • Los Cenzontles •  
He’s My Brother She’s My Sister • San Francisco Opera Adler Fellows • 
Crosspulse Duo • Theatre of Yugen • La Danse du Cleves: Songs and 
Dances of 13th and 14th Century France & Italy • Pacific Boychoir 
Academy • Members of the St. Lawrence String Quartet • Venezuelan 
Music Project with Jackeline Rago • UC Jazz Ensembles • Daniel Barash 
Shadow Puppets • Instrument Petting Zoo

For complete event info, visit calperformances.org 510.642.9988

SPECIAL: Save 10% on Cal Performances 2013/14 Season 
event tickets when purchased in person at Fall Free for All!

Major Supporter 

Partners  East Bay Express | The Daily Californian | San Francisco Classical Voice | Berkeleyside | 
KALX 90.7 FM | KPFA 94.1 FM KALW 91.7 FM | KCSM Jazz 91.1FM

Sponsors

SALE! 

Take An Extra 

20% 
ON CLEARANCE 
 MERCHANDISE 

Look for the Red Toppers 

OFF  

Example 
MSRP Price ........................ 15.00 
Red Price ............................ 11.25 
Clearance Price ..................... 8.99 
Extra 20% OFF You Pay ...... 7.19 

Girls, Infant size 16 
Boys, Infant thru size 20 

Plus All Children’s Shoes 

Lingerie Sale! 
Up to 75% OFF 
Sleepwear and Robes 

50% OFF 
Miss Elaine Sleepwear  

25% OFF 
All Cuddl Duds 

Mens  
SALE! 

UP TO 

40% OFF 
Sport Shirts - Polo’s 
Shorts - Swimwear 

T- Shirts 
 

selection varies by store 

All Mens Shoes  

20% OFF 
Excludes TOMS, UGG & Nike 

Up to 75% OFF 
Bra Clearance 

Famous Brands 

Lafayette   Danville   Clayton Rd.   Countrywood    Montclair   Moraga   Orinda 

AT HOME

Our mission is to provide personalized care,
help maintain independence and

enhance our client’s quality of life
on a daily basis.

• Fully bonded and insured
• Geriatric care management
• Hourly care     
• Live-in care
• Transportation to and from

medical appointments
• Medication reminders 

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite D Lafayette
(beside Trader Joe’s)

www.excellentcareathome.com
Call to schedule a free assessment and plan care review.    925-284-1213

Young Singers Shine in the Spotlight
at Lamorinda Idol Finals
By Clare Varellas

Along line of excited audience

members stretched down the

side of the Orinda Theatre Sept. 8 as

they waited anxiously to hear 60 of

Lamorinda’s most talented young

vocal artists in the eighth annual Lam-

orinda Idol finals.

      

This kind of enthusiasm is typical

for the community singing competi-

tion for youth, previously known as

Orinda Idol. The name changed this

past year to reflect the participation of

kids from all three cities in the area.

Created by the Orinda Arts Council in

2006, the competition, originally

modeled after American Idol, has

grown larger and larger over the past

eight years.

      

“Over the years we’ve added

group categories to the individual

singing categories, we’ve added

workshops for the finalists, and we’ve

broadened the event to welcome

young people from Moraga and

Lafayette as well as Orinda,” said

Lamorinda Idol chairman Steve Har-

wood.

      

This year’s competition began

May 16-18 when singers from around

the area auditioned in front of judges

who determined whether the per-

formers would continue on to the

September finals. At the finals, partic-

ipants sang alone or in groups, could

choose the song they were to perform,

and had the opportunity to win in any

of eight age-oriented categories.

      

For many participants and com-

munity members, the event has

grown into a pleasurable and mean-

ingful tradition.

      

“It is such a fun and participatory

way to bring the arts to people of all

ages and interests in Lamorinda,” said

Lamorinda Idol Publicity Committee

co-chair Esther Becker. “And so

much community builds up around

the performers and their supporters.

Certainly kids gain confidence as well

as support and mentoring [from] their

fellow participants, the organizers,

and the workshop leaders.”

      

And with so much musical talent

concentrated into one competition,

there are bound to be some future

singing stars in the mix every year.

      

“We definitely have seen [some

of the participants] go on and do ex-

citing things,” said Lamorinda Idol

co-founder and Orinda Arts Council

Board president Susan Garell. 

      

A total of nine singers were

awarded for their excellence in differ-

ent age categories following the fi-

nals, each very passionate about

singing. Below are the stories of two

of the winners, 11-year-old Elizabeth

Becker and 16-year-old Tosca Maltz-

man.

Elizabeth Becker, Grades 3-5

Soloist Category Winner 

      Elizabeth Becker was only nine

years old when she took to the stage

for her first Lamorinda Idol competi-

tion two years ago, and she remem-

bers how anxious she felt.

      “I was really nervous because I

felt like everyone was so good and I

was afraid of how I’d sound in com-

parison,” said Becker.

      And yet this year, Becker, now

two years older, managed to win the

third through fifth grade soloist cate-

gory by executing her own rendition

of the song “Astonishing” from “Lit-

tle Women,” the musical. The Orinda

Intermediate School sixth grader says

singing is definitely one of her pas-

sions, and has been since she learned

all of the songs in the movie “The

Sound of Music” at age 3.

      “I learned all the songs and sang

them over and over,” said Becker.

“Really, music just makes me feel

good.”

      Despite the fierce competition at

the Lamorinda Idol finals, Becker was

happy that she found a way to get past

her anxiety and to enjoy the experi-

ence of performing.

      “When I was performing I was

really nervous because all of the other

singers in my category are really good

singers,” said Becker. “The final ex-

perience was definitely worth it, be-

cause I think all the hard work paid

off.” ... continued on page B4

Grades 6-8 group winner Arriana Glenn and Lindsey Wallace 

Grades 3 - 5 soloist winner Elizabeth Becker Photos Ohlen Alexander




