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Nationally Recognized Service
Learning Center at SMC

Receives New Endowment
Submitted by Michael McAlpin

q new endowment, The Mul-

vaney Family Head, Heart and
Hands Endowment Fund, was re-
cently established to support the work
of the Catholic Institute for Lasallian
Social Action (CILSA) at Saint
Mary’s College. CILSA provides
Saint Mary’s students with academic
and service learning leadership op-
portunities through a variety of do-
mestic and international service and
civic engagement courses and com-
munity-based research projects with
community partners and College fac-
ulty.

The fund will allow CILSA to
broaden its programming and enable
greater participation by Saint Mary’s
students in its community engagement
and service efforts. The new fund was
made possible through the generous
donation of $500,000 from Lafayette
philanthropists Karen and Tom Mul-
vaney. To encourage giving by others
to the fund, the Mulvaney family will
match all financial contributions to the
endowment, up to $50,000 per year,
over the next five years.

“We are extremely grateful to the
Mulvaneys for their support,” said
Saint Mary’s Provost Beth Dobkin.
“Civic engagement and service learn-
ing opportunities offered through
CILSA are hallmarks of the College’s
academic experience. The impact on
students and the communities they
serve are clear and compelling, bring-
ing us repeated recognition by the
White House through the President's
Higher Education Community Serv-
ice Honor Roll Award.”

Widely respected for their com-
munity activism, philanthropy and
support of Lafayette schools and the
city’s new library, the Mulvaneys said
the endowment is borne out of a fam-
ily tradition of giving back.

“Tom and I both came from fam-
ilies that have a great sense of serv-
ice,” offered Karen Mulvaney.
“Leave a place better for having lived

there and do your best to lighten the
loads of others when possible," a be-
lief she attributed to her mother’s wise
counsel. Her husband recalled a sim-
ilar experience. "What have you done
to help someone today?" was a ques-
tion he said his father asked regularly
when he was a young boy at the din-
ner table. The couple says those early
messages about the value of service
have contributed to their appreciation
for the hundreds of hours of volunteer
service that Saint Mary’s students
provide through CILSA.

“It is a tremendous thing that
Saint Mary’s is trying to achieve, in
creating a culture of service in its stu-
dents, and we wholeheartedly support
that effort,” said Tom Mulvaney. The
couple’s belief in the importance of
CILSA’s goals also stems from an ap-
preciation of their daughter’s experi-
ence at Saint Mary’s. After alumna
Marguerite “Meg”” Mulvaney traveled
to Rwanda as part of a CILSA spon-
sored January Term course, she was
profoundly inspired.

Meg’s “spectacular experience,”
said the Mulvaneys, was yet another
reason to support Saint Mary’s, to help
others benefit from similar CILSA ini-
tiatives. “We hope our gift can expand
opportunities for more students, in-
spire other families to support the pro-
gram and, overall, help Saint Mary’s
students make a positive impact in so-
ciety,” said Karen Mulvaney.

In the 2012-13 academic year stu-
dents at Saint Mary’s provided more
than 22,500 hours of volunteer serv-
ice through CILSA. Founded in
1999, the center supports students,
faculty, staff, campus units and com-
munity partners to work together to
promote intellectual inquiry and stu-
dent leadership and development. For
more information about the Mul-
vaney Family Head, Heart and Hands
Endowment Fund, contact CILSA di-
rector Marshall Welch at (925) 631-
8135 or at mjwo@stmarys-ca.edu.
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As Seen in Lamorinda:

Christmas in September?
Submitted by Sally Rae Kimmel

Photo Sally Rae Kimmel

Residents admired beautifully lit branches after crews finished installing
lights on the Diablo Foods tree in Lafayette Sept. 17.
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Position Available:
Sports Reporter

Lamorinda Weekly is looking for a sports
reporter to cover a variety of high school,

college and club sports.

A journalism background and understanding
of AP Style is helpful, but not required. Please
send your resume and writing sample to
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or call (925)
377-0977; $50-$75 per published article.

Independent, locally owned and operated!

Should your family
follow you to Cal?

Of course. Every time they need an eye exam. The University of
California Eye Center is an integral part of the top-rated UC School
of Optometry, and we're here to offer you complete vision care for
your kids, for you, and for your parents. We're also the ones to see
for LASIK surgery and contact lenses. (Our Eyewear Center has all
the big names in frames!) We take most insurance plans, and major

credit cards. When it comes to your eyes, go Cal!
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UC BERKELEY
OPTOMETRY

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week C www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020 O Free Parking with Appointments






