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Civic News Orinda

Editor:

Temple Isaiah is in contract with AT&T to house cellular an-

tennas in the roof of their building. Some members and par-

ents of students in school on the premises are concerned

about health effects. In a member only meeting on October

1 the issue was addressed. I understand the meeting was well

run and many left with their fears calmed by a panel of con-

sultants typically paid for by industry. A leading worldwide

expert on wireless radiation was in town and offered to be

on the panel. That offer was denied because they did not want

a “biased” opinion presented.   

       I live in Lafayette and I am a past temple member and I

care deeply about the temple community. I am the Director

of the California Brain Tumor Association and, sadly, know

many victims of wireless radiation. I study this issue exten-

sively and have testified to Congress and worked with the

Government Accountability Office on their report to the FCC

stating they must reassess their exposure limits. I have  tes-

tified against this industry across the nation and know their

sound bites and war gaming well. 

       The member’s fears are prudent based on science that

warranted the World Health Organization to classify radiofre-

quency electromagnetic fields a possible human carcinogen.

This is the same category as DDT and lead. Would they spray

the students with DDT 5 days a week 6 hours daily? We need

to do the right thing for our helpless children whose safety

has not been assured.

       The Temple cannot be blamed; the allure of $45,000 a

year combined with assurances of no harm made it appear

too good to be true. Bingo! The real blame lies with a $5 tril-

lion industry that plays on the fact that this is invisible, there

is a long latency period for illness and we are addicted to this

valuable technology. 

       I do not advocate against cell phone use or cell towers. I

advocate for safer use and safe placement. I understand the

real science versus the bought science and the fallacy behind

the FCC exposure limits which are not protecting us. The

American Academy of Pediatrics has also expressed concern

to Congress and the FCC as children are disproportionately

affected by environmental exposures. 

       Educational facilities around the world are removing cel-

lular facilities from their campuses. Temple Isaiah may place

them near children in exchange for revenue without provid-

ing members the opportunity to hear from experts who have

no financial interest in this. The rabbis, temple board and

members should be outraged that AT&T would even con-

sider this. The new Lafayette wireless communications fa-

cility ordinance states educational facilities are a discouraged

site.  

       Others have been successful in getting out of these con-

tracts. If the temple does go through with this the parents will

have a tough decision to make. Do they continue to send their

children to an excellent school while risking deleterious ef-

fects such as brain cancer, leukemia, breast cancer, and dam-

age to future offspring? Seems like a no brainer to me.

Ellen Marks

Lafayette

Editor:

The evidence is clear that a BART strike will have a crippling

impact on the Bay Area economy and the hundreds of thou-

sands of people who rely on mass transit to get to their jobs,

schools and personal appointments.

      The Bay Area Council’s economic forecast indicates

that for each day of a BART strike, our economy takes a

$73 million hit. 

      The environment takes a hit as well: 800,000 gallons

of gas will be consumed each day by the extra traffic on

our roads, and 16 million pounds of carbon will be put

into the air. 

       These are unacceptable consequences of a breakdown

at the bargaining table.

       I am advocating for a new law banning public transit

strikes in California. Similar laws have worked in Chicago,

New York, Massachusetts, Washington, D.C. and San Fran-

cisco.

       BART riders and our environment should not suffer be-

cause management and labor can’t reach an agreement.

If you want your voice to be heard, please go to banBART-

strikes.com and register your support for a state ban on public

transit strikes.

Steve Glazer

Orinda

Editor:

In mid-September, a subcommittee of the U.S. House of

Representatives Energy and Commerce Committee held a

hearing on President Obama’s climate change plan.   Unfor-

tunately, the hearing focused almost exclusively on criticizing

the President’s climate plan.  What a missed opportunity!  It

could  -- and I believe should – have evaluated the serious

risks that climate change poses to our nation and to the world.

It should have focused as well on the potential solutions that

are available.  There are many experts who are known and

admired by both Democrats and Republicans, and who could

have spoken knowledgeably and thoughtfully on the science

of climate change, the grave threats it poses, and the potential

solutions that have already been identified.  

       One solution is a revenue-neutral carbon fee that would

charge polluters and give the collected money back to house-

holds.  This is a market-based solution championed by con-

servatives, moderates, and liberals alike.  It compliments

President Obama’s approach and can appeal to Republicans

as well as Democrats because it charges those who cause a

large portion of the problem, helps level the playing field for

alternative energy sources, and does all of this without grow-

ing our government.

       According to the National Academy of Sciences, 97%

of climate scientists in the world agree that climate change

is occurring and that human actions are the primary cause.

Given this almost unanimous agreement, and given the

warnings that time is running out, it is time for our Congress

to seriously address the issue of climate change and begin to

take available, effective actions.

       As a mother and grandmother, I’ve felt a deepening con-

cern that our representatives in Congress are not truly ad-

dressing the threat of climate change, and I’ve watched this

issue grow increasingly critical as a result of our ignoring it.

I joined a grass roots climate change organization called Cit-

izen’s Climate Lobby so that I could learn more about the

subject and add my voice to the growing call for action on

this issue that is so critical to our future and to the future of

our children and grandchildren.  Congress can play a leader-

ship role by inviting qualified experts to attend hearings and

give their testimony on the dangers of climate change and

the solutions available.  I’ve called my representatives to ask

for this crucial action, and I hope others reading this will do

the same.

Marcia Cannon

Moraga
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Orinda City Council Proclaims October as
Domestic Violence Awareness Month
... continued from page A6

Sixty percent have children under

the age of 18. “Domestic violence is

happening everywhere,” added

Orinda resident and STAND board

member Nadia Costa. “Even in

Orinda.”

      

In Devera’s case, she was bat-

tered in 2006 by Miramonte High

School graduate, James Collin. In

2012, he allegedly used a machete

to end her life. Collin remains in

custody on $2.1 million bail,

charged with torture and murder.

His most recent court appearance

was yesterday.

     

There is often a history of

abuse in such cases, explains

STAND’s CEO Gloria Sandoval.

Up to 85 percent of men in prison

were battered or sexually molested

as kids. “The last few years of re-

search has played a significant role

in our understanding that domestic

violence (DV) in a home setting

affects children dramatically. They

don’t even have to be in the home

or aware of what’s going on to be

impacted. It’s the tension that cre-

ates long-lasting trauma. Kids with

parents committing domestic vio-

lence have a much higher propen-

sity to become a victim or a

perpetrator themselves.” 

      

Orinda Police Chief Scott Hag-

gard concurs, noting that “a lot of

children act out what they see.”

      

“It’s learned behavior,” says

Sandoval. “We believe strongly that

it can be unlearned.” STAND offers

counseling for those who may be

harming others and also operates a

52-week intervention program for

convicted batterers, helping them

“understand that violence is not a

reasonable solution to conflict in the

family.” In addition, STAND is pi-

loting a new initiative with law en-

forcement agencies. “We are using

national best practice homicide re-

duction survey tools which have

been shown to reduce domestic vio-

lence-related homicides in other

communities nationwide.” 

      

For more information about

STAND visit

www.standagainstdv.org/.

From Left: Nadia Costa and Katie Owensby, board member and develop-
ment associate from STAND Photo Ohlen Alexander
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