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Shelve It!

oreder

Garage tour to offer ‘man-cave’insights

By Chris Lavin

Gary Fulcher in his “man-cave” in Lafayette — his retreat will be on the first Garage Tour sponsored by the Lafayette

Community Foundation.
here was a time when the idea of
ta “man’s garage” meant having
perks like a black-and-white TV with
rabbit ears and a Styrofoam cooler full
of beer set up in time for the Sunday
football game. Plastic lawn chairs
come to mind.
Well ... we’ve come a long way. To
show just how far our neighbor-

hoods have come in the way of haute
garage design and use, the Lafayette
Community Foundation has organ-
ized a tour of four of the best they
could find, including one that would
be worth the tour all on its own.

“This is my man-cave, I guess you
could call it,” said Gary Fulcher, who
did not appear to like the term “man-
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cave.” He lives in Orinda but his three-
door garage is in Lafayette.

He does have it all: a kitchen (no
Styrofoam cooler here, but a built-in
fridge that looks like tool storage,
which is next to a dishwasher, also dis-
guised as a tool area), a workspace, a
loft for sleeping or watching a flat-
screen TV, exercising, and most im-

portantly, a fully equipped workshop
for him to build his custom wooden
boats. “When I was building this (the
garage), my kids said, ‘Are you leaving
Mom?" It has everything anyone
would need, so they were wondering.”

The garage is that extreme. (And
no, he certainly is not leaving his wife.)
One could live in it, quite comfortably.
It’s the perfect “man-cave” if you're
into building your own boat. Or cabi-
nets. Or twirling salad bowls on a
lathe. Or just having great parties.

The Garage Tour begins at 1 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 10, at Blodgett’s Floor-
ing, 3291 Mt. Diablo Court, in
Lafayette. Tickets are $35 online at
www.lafayetteCF.org, and at Blod-
gett’s, Lafayette Car Wash, and the
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce.
Food trucks and music will be every-
where, starting at the beginning of the
tour, where tour-goers will receive
their maps, wristbands and parking in-
structions.

“The tour is self-guided, but
there will be lots of refreshments and
time to talk with the garage owners,”
said Teresa Gerringer, an organizer
with the Lafayette Community Foun-
dation. “Two garages on one cul-de-
sac will have classic cars.”

...continued on page D4
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

City Lastreported: LOWEST AMOUNT: HIGHEST AMOUNT:

LAFAYEITE 14 $490,000 $5,400,000

MORAGA 11 $325,000 $1,400,000

) ORINDA 7 $575,000 $1,230,000
H EART 0 F LAFAYETT E s U P P E R HAP PY VALL EY Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
AT . — - formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained
i - - . . from public county records and i provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

Stunning views and surrounded by
mature oak trees, this custom,
two-story, hillside property on
roughly 1.22 acres of land in the
heart of Lafayette’s Upper Happy
Valley offers multiple outdoor
entertaining spaces and striking
interior details. Functional and

comforting the 4 bedroom,
3 bathroom home’s approximate
3,546 square feet features soaring
vaulted ceilings, upgraded bathrooms,
gleaming random plank, quarter sawn
oak hardwood floors, plantation
shutters, and lots of natural light.
An elegant grand master suite on
the main floor features a vaulted
ceiling, romantic fireplace, large
walk-in closet and a stunning
remodeled master bathroom. Perfect
location in a quiet and tranquil
surroundings yet with easy access to
downtown Lafayette shopping and
dining, Highway 24 and schools.
Offered at $1,599,000

GLENN and KELLIE BEAUBELLE
www.TheBeaubelleGroup.com
Glenn@TheBeaubelleGroup.com

925.254.1212

Cal-BRE#00678426/01165322

BRI A

Coldwell Banker's #1 Agent and Group in the SF Bay Area

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Cal-BRE License # 01908304

2459 Cherry Hills Drive, $753,000, 3 Bdrms, 1740 SqFt, 1963 YrBIt, 9-23-13;
Previous Sale: $610,000, 09-26-03

1269 Del Arroyo Court, $900,000, 3 Bdrms, 1718 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 10-3-13

3131 Diablo View Road, $855,000, 3 Bdrms, 2317 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 9-24-13

3490 Hamlin Road, $811,000, 3 Bdrms, 1927 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 10-7-13

16 Happy Valley Road, $1,750,000, 3 Bdrms, 3885 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 10-8-13;
Previous Sale: $230,000, 06-13-84

3802 Happy Valley Road, $5,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 4123 SqFt, 1940 YrBlt, 10-1-13

917 Hough Avenue, $490,000, 2 Bdrms, 1038 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 10-4-13;
Previous Sale: $485,000, 11-13-08

1571 Hunsaker Canyon Road, $630,000, 3 Bdrms, 1468 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 9-26-13;

Previous Sale: $350,000, 06-01-04

1551 Huston Road, $525,000, 3 Bdrms, 1436 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 10-4-13;
Previous Sale: $479,000, 08-16-02

3138 Mars Court, $850,000, 3 Bdrms, 1990 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 10-4-13;
Previous Sale: $620,000, 07-21-03

3500 Moraga Boulevard, $1,075,000, 4 Bdrms, 2178 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 9-25-13

860 Paradise Court, $1,200,500, 3 Bdrms, 1855 SqFt, 1973 YrBIt, 10-7-13;
Previous Sale: $195,000, 04-02-85

657 Sky Ranch Court, $1,415,000, 3 Bdrms, 3262 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 10-3-13;
Previous Sale: $1,030,000, 10-20-10

3337 Sweet Drive, $860,000, 3 Bdrms, 1209 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 10-7-13;
Previous Sale: $53,200, 09-23-75

MORAGA

2055 Ascot Drive #107, $325,000, 2 Bdrms, 1068 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 10-4-13

2079 Ascot Drive #239, $370,000, 2 Bdrms, 1193 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 10-2-13;
Previous Sale: $247,000, 01-08-02

1965 Ascot Drive #4, $340,000, 2 Bdrms, 1130 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 9-30-13;
Previous Sale: $175,000, 11-12-04

169 Cypress Point Way, $706,000, 2 Bdrms, 1626 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 9-25-13

180 Derby Lane, $1,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 2435 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 10-3-13;
Previous Sale: $440,000, 07-12-89

462 Fernwood Drive, $1,360,000, 3 Bdrms, 2729 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 9-30-13

25 Harrington Road, $1,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2858 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 10-7-13

293 Lakefield Place, $1,024,500, 5 Bdrms, 2358 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 9-26-13;
Previous Sale: $1,025,000,07-03-13

103 Miramonte Drive, $500,000, 2 Bdrms, 1302 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 9-24-13;
Previous Sale: $387,000, 09-23-03

112 Walford Drive, $1,081,500, 4 Bdrms, 2410 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 9-25-13;
Previous Sale: $245,000, 02-14-86

3 Wandel Drive, $752,000, 4 Bdrms, 1604 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 10-1-13

ORINDA

173 Camino Pablo, $575,000, 3 Bdrms, 1837 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 9-25-13

29 Charles Hill Circle, $1,150,000, 3 Bdrms, 2505 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 10-1-13;
Previous Sale: $569,000, 08-26-94

230 Hall Drive, $800,000, 3 Bdrms, 1531 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 10-4-13

102 Orchard Road, $925,000, 3 Bdrms, 2345 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 9-27-13

128 Scenic Drive, $975,000, 4 Bdrms, 2284 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 9-30-13;
Previous Sale: $751,000, 08-15-03

89 Van Ripper Lane, $1,230,000, 2 Bdrms, 2513 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 10-4-13;
Previous Sale: $66,000, 05-09-75

S Westover Court, $990,000, 3 Bdrms, 1875 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 10-4-13;
Previous Sale: $746,000, 01-30-04
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PACIFIC

KURT PIPER GROUP ChTES

The Best of the Lafayette Trail Reservoir Neighborhood

e 5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths e 800+ sq. ft. guest house e 3 bedrooms, 1 bath ¢ Hardwoods throughout
e 4100% sq. ft. main home e .37+AC pancake flat lot e 933+ sq. ft. duet e English garden

733 Los Palos Drive, Lafayette « $2,185,000 3742 Sundale Road, Lafayette « $599,000

Alamo Oaks Beauty Charming Poet’s Corner Rancher

® 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths e 1.02+AC flat lot e 25+AC flat lot
e 4598+ sq. ft. of living space ® Pool & outdoor BBQ e Open floor plan e RV parking

298 Smith Road, Alamo « $1,825,000 2 Oram Lane, Pleasant Hill « $589,900

Christine Gallegos Leslie Piper Amy Price Scott Sans

925.818.8000 415.606.2047 415.990.4929 925.997.6808 925.216.7583

KurtPiperGroup.com

nmo Realtors Recommended for a Reason
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The Most
Wonderful Time
of the Year

By Andi Peterson Brown

It's beginning to look a lot like the most
wonderful time of the year. And if your
home is still on the market, you might be
contemplating pulling it for the winter.
Hold that thought. Even though real estate
activity tends to decline during November
and December, the season can in fact be a
great opportunity to showcase your home
in its holiday best.

Buyers who are out looking during the
holidays are usually more serious about
their search. To capture their hearts and
secure a sale, here are some quick and easy
tips for holiday staging.

Tip #1: Keep it natural, keep it simple.
While it might be tempting to display your
cardboard cutout Buddy The Elf or put
your Clark Griswold skills to the test, it’s
best to keep things simple and natural at
your front door. Beautiful wreaths,
poinsettias, and tasteful, classic twinkle
lights will put buyers in the spirit and make
a lasting first impression.

Tip #2: Keep it natural, keep it neutral.
It’s important for buyers to see themselves
living in your home, and universals such as
winter greenery, decorative candles, pine
cones, and glass jars of candy canes and
marshmallows all invoke the warmth of the
holidays and spread good cheer to the
widest pool of buyers.

These tips, coupled with the fact that
Lamorinda currently has a low housing
supply, might just make the difference for
that one buyer. And remember: it only

takes one.

dndi
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Real Estate Broker

AndiBrownHomes.com

925.818.4588

DRE# 01738605 2 Py

real local ® real knowledge  real value

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell
Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate
LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT
LLC. DRE License # 01908304
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...continued from page D1

Yes, some garages are actually used for cars, she said.

The classic car show will be held all afternoon, ending
when the tour does at S p.m. All proceeds go to the founda-
tion to support neighborhood projects.

Yet the heart of the tour will be behind the garage
doors. (Or in Fulcher’s case, works of art by Real Carriage
Doors he went and fetched himself from Washington state.)
Gerringer said the foundation modeled the garage tour after
the Lafayette Juniors” kitchen tours, but instead targeted
those who have “boring, cluttered” garages and want inspi-
ration for fresh ideas for storage, storing tools, or a place to
hang out.

“We have a good cross-section,” she said.

Fulcher started the actual work on his garage about five
years ago, but he dreamed of it for decades while working in
the GIS (geographic information systems) field. He would
call it the Green Barn Canoe and Kayak Company, he mused
to himself for many hours while writing code. Finally, when
he retired, he got to work to make his dream come true.

And so it has, although now he’s hardly retired, having
built some 14 or 15 canoes and rehabbing a fishing trawler.

Green Barn Canoe and Kayak Co., in Lafayette.

£ 925-377-0977 Wednesday, November 6,2013

He designed the spacious workshop himself, then worked
with a company in Canada that cut the timber and framing,
ordered up the SIPs (those are “structurally insulated panels,”
which is the kind of thing you learn on garage tours), then he
and friends from Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary Club did the rest.

To say the least, Fulcher has taken the “tool bench out
in the garage” to another level altogether. He will list his
power tools for you, “drill press, band saw, table saw, edging
sander, joiner, planer, lathe...” until you tell him to please
stop. Then he won't be able to help himself and show you the
rotund dust-collection system he installed. He will even
proudly open his cabinets to reveal pull-out shelves and tools
precisely placed so there is never a “where’s the Phillips
head?” kind of discussion.

“In the whole place, though, people like the ladder best,”
Fulcher said, which reminds visitors that one would indeed
need a way to access the loft. Fulcher reached up and gently
spun a horizontal ladder on a fulcrum that he built himself
using a big lazy Susan, and popped it into place. Voila.

“People are going to like this,” he said, and lifted the
ladder back up, just as effortlessly.

Photo Chris Lavin
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AT THE #1 BROKERAGE IN THE EAST BAY
specializing in residential real estate, The Manzone
Team has sold more than one billion dollars’ worth of
real estate in the East Bay, and their long-term success
is not only a testament to their skill, but derives from

a true passion for the business.

lfyou are thinking (_)fse]h'ng orﬂnding the
pezfect home for you and your fami])/, contact
The Manzone Team toda)/./

Call us Today for a free copy of the

“29 Essential Tips That Get Homes Sold Fast and for Top Dollar”

Michele Manzone

Certg'ﬁed Residential Specia]z'st
(925) 253-7028

CA#BRE: 01028002

Leslie Dopp-Manzone
Cert{ﬁ'ed Residential Speciah'st

(925) 253-7027 I Racketif
4

CA#BRE: 01120753

REALTORS

www.ManzoneTeam.com




Just listed: ’ ’ ’
Serene Moraga Ridge Custom Home Qpen Sus ldby 2-4 PM 138 Ardith Drive, Orinda

1320 Bollinger Canyon, Moraga Rarefindin Serene Bollinger Canyon!
Updated and Expansive home, 2 master
Open Sunday 11/17 12 -3:30 suites,Vaulted ceilings 5 car garage, 2
Bl Sl acres of Panoramic views. Next to

approx. 4000 acres of Open Space with
hiking and equestrian trails, Beautiful
flagstone pavers, deck, Koi pond, fruit
trees and a peaceful drive home.

Asking $1,499,000

T
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5 Bedroom, 5 Bathrooms, 4489 sqft, 2 Acres...

Beautiful turn-key Craftsman style 4 bdrm., 2% bath famlly home on large
lot. Level front and back yards with outdoor kitchen, gorgeous landscaping
and views. Gourmet kitchen and updated baths, hardwood
floors and cherry built-ins throughout. Walk to 12 years
of school. Asking price $1,275,000

Marianne Malenk
Malenk Properties

Kristy and Company

woww FEetatesand Ranehes com

§925.251.2530

Ersty Namncy Dunledle Wendy

Feoda LE | (P T RE T A

J. RUMCRCLAFF {\
AL TOES B R

510-522-7780

BRE#00799288

Pending // Chelton Court, Orinda Reprasenting B

W DLYE

Hochelle and Erin have worked with us in both the buying and selling
processes, Their participation was way above the call of duty, devoting
planty of tima and attention to asgess nasds and then working at high
gpead to achieve great resulta;

daliving
(.com/Lamorindaliving - Claran and Theresa




2 RE/MAX Collzen 925.283.9200
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Orinda ~ New Listing! Nestled above Orinda CC this classic Walnut Creek ~ Views, Views, Views, from almost every room of this
4900 sq. ft. French Tudor has 4 bedrooms 3.5 baths. Separate 5200 sq. ft. 5 bedroom 5 bath home with separate office or 6th bed-
guest house w/1 bedroom 1bath. Fabulous 3/4 acre land- room. Gorgeous grounds include large deck with sp overlooking the
scaped grounds with pool/spa allows great entertaining and City Lights and vineyard. Minutes to town, BART, and top rated
privacy. Call for your private showing & price. schools. Call for private showing! $2,099,000

Gretchen Bryce 925.683.2477
gretchenbryce@msn.com

il RS VEAL B0 "‘i\i?ﬁi .ﬂ
Build your dream home, Alhambra Valley - Need some el- 6185 Alhambra Avenue, Pleasant Hill ~ What an opportunity !
bow room yet not ready to move out of the area? We have an Bring your contractor and develop this spacious European
assortment of beautiful land parcels are in Briones, Alhambra style 4 bed/2.5bath home with 3079 sq. ft. into your dream es-
Valley, & Franklin Canyon in assorted acreage sizes. Conven- tate. 1.3 acre lot allows 2 horses and can possibly be sub-
ient commute yet enjoyable country living can be yours. Call divided. Home priced to sell "as is" ! $599,000

for more information and a tour of these special parcels.

5750,000 - 1,999,000 The Pereira Team -~Dianne and John ~ (925) 297-0321

ThePereiraTeam@aol.com

ACCORD www.remaxaccord.com

With over 400 Associates in 9 offices throughout the East Bay, RE/MAX Accord is your first choice for home buying and selling.
And with connections to more than 87,000 RE/MAX Associates in over B0 countries, nobody in the world sells more real estale than RE/MAX.
Outstanding Agents. Quistanding Results

REMAN
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

The Wild Bunch

By Cynthia Brian

“Life is the flower for which love is the honey.” — Victor Hugo

ave you ever looked upon a glorious floral
% arrangement or loosely arranged bouquet and
wished that you could enjoy similar beauty without
the hefty price tag? In this era of celebrating the “Do
It Yourself” creativity that resides within us all, I want
to encourage you to step outside with a pair of shears
and tap into your inner florist. If you don’t have a gar-
den, buy bunches of greens and flowers at the flower
market to create your personalized design. Don’t be
tempted to buy a bouquet and plop it in a vase. Be
original, add flair, go wild. The plethora of fall leaves,
berries, seedpods, feathery plumes, vines, and wild
grasses lend themselves to designing dazzling garlands,
holiday themed topiaries, romantic wreaths, and ex-
quisite floral centerpieces. All that is required is a bit
of imagination and plenty of chutzpah.

To be successful, use innovative combinations of
foliage, flowers, and wispy elements. Fruit, vegetables,
herbs, succulents, and even weeds add appeal to dis-
plays. Urns, bottles, flutes, boots, pitchers, or any ves-

sel that holds water can become an attractive base vase.
! ¥ ) N !*-

Big leafed plants such as philodendron add drama to
an urn when combined with roses, palm fronds, feath-

ery plumes, and splashes of color.
Photos Cynthia Brian
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A beautiful bridesmaid bouquet of loosely arranged

and hand-tied magenta lilies, stargazer lilies, fuchsia

colored roses, Russian sage, narcissus, freesia, and

bear grass are adorned with a grape cluster.

Choose a color scheme. Do you want a boisterous mix

or monochromatic spray? Depending on the occasion

and the final location placement, the arrangement can

be tall, low, rambling, cascading, lush, simple, or fancy.

For best results, allow flower stems to soak for 24

hours in 8 to 10 inches of water after cutting before

creating your masterpiece.

Trade Tricks and Tips

e  Pick flowers early in the morning as water
content is highest while the temperatures are
cooler.

®  Choose buds that are tight to ensure longer post
harvest life.

e  Ifyoubought your flowers and greens, wash the
stems under running water before cutting. Do
not trim under water as tap water sources may
contain fluoride, which is injurious to a variety
of cut flowers such as gerbera and freesia.

®  Cutstems on the diagonal to provide the bloom
with the greatest amount of surface area exposed
to water. Relatively little water is absorbed
through the walls of the stems.

e Addadrop of bleach to cold water to deter
bacteria.

e  Remove all thorns from roses with a knife

www.lamorindaweekly.com Vel

925-377-0977

Wednesday, November 6, 2013

A lovely loose mixtures of the best of fall flowers in-
cluding dahlia, zinnia, hydrangea, allium,
eucalyptus leaves, and agastache.

clipper, or thorn remover.

e  Remove all leaves below water level to prevent
rot.

e For soft-stemmed flowers like calla lilies or Star
of Bethlehem, submerse stems only in a small
amount of water.

e  Forwoody stems such as Protea, fill the vase to
8 inches or more.

e DPull or cut the stamen out of lilies. The bloom
will last longer and you won’t have to worry
about the yellow stamen staining clothing or
furnishings.

e Allflowers release ethylene gas. Ripening fruit
and damaged flowers result in a significant
increase of the concentration of the gas, causing
arrangements to deteriorate more quickly.
Remove dead or aging petals, keep flowers away
from fruit, and ventilate the room. Don’t store
bouquets in a refrigerator with apples or other
fruit.
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e The waxier the leaf, the longer the plant will live in or
out of water. Magnolia leaves are a great choice for long
lasting shiny green foliage.

®  Line clear vases with grasses or big leaves to mask
murky water and messy stems. Razor, lemon, or bear
grass don’t decompose rapidly and look exotic. For big
leaf lining, use magnolia, birds of paradise, tea, or
banana.

e Opaque containers compliment without competing.

e  Mimic nature with an asymmetrical
composition. Vary the height, depth, and length
of your elements.

e  Think seasonal and use texture, fragrance, and shapes
to keep it interesting. Mix and match delicate purple
sweet pea tendrils with celery hued sculptural reeds, or

carrot colored Japanese lantern pods with large sunset

dahlias.

...continued on page D10

- S v T N, e e T
A country feel using well worn cowboy boots filled with pis-
tache berries, roses, baby pomegranates, and amber crepe
myrtles.

Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 * www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53

UE Rj
B\ D G

IRRIGATION

DRAINAGE ﬁ‘

STONEWORK

CONCRETE WORK 925 258 9233
DECKS & =

FENCES CELL: 510-847-6160
Ao LANDSCAPE COMPANY INC.

PONDS BLUE JAY FELDMAN LICENSED
HAULING WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM W Lic# 818633

McDonnell w@ Nursery
here Thanksgiving WeekD—

Wi =

Christmas trees

family owned since 1933 )

Trees « Shrubs - Vines - Annuals - Perennials
Vegetables - Containers - Statuary & Fountains
Indoor Plants - Decorative Items

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

...continued from page D9
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Don't be afraid of color. Orange protea complements the neon pink dahlias, peach
roses, and pink stock with wisps of asparagus ferns.

®  Build a foundation with foliage, add flowers, wisps and welcome whimsy.
Mint, feathery fountain grass, ferns, and climbing vines can spill while organic
treasures like acorns, shells, pinecones, feathers, or sliced limes will thrill. Keep
turning your vase to view the arrangement on all sides.

e  For wide mouth containers, use florist foam as a base, make a grid with clear
tape or use curly willow to anchor your flowers.

®  Design a dramatic low centerpiece by cutting large flowers very short and
arranging in unexpected ways. Combine the heads of roses with succulents or
place just the sunny face of big sunflower in a small vase.

e Change water daily or refill water as needed.

®  When making bridal bouquets or posies, hold the flowers in one hand and
start with the greenery. Thread in new specimens creating a spiral. Keep
twisting until the desired look is achieved. Use tape or a rubber band to hold
in placeand cover with ribbon or fabric.

Mechanics of Keeping Bouquets and Posies Fresh

e  Assoon as bouquet or posie is complete, put the ends of the bouquet stems
in water without allowing any ribbon or trim to get wet.

e  Spray the blooms with a light spritz of water.

®  Keep bouquet upright in a cool place and if overnight storage is necessary,
refrigerate. Make sure to remove fruit from the fridge before placing bouquet
inside and warn your friends and family, “Do Not Disturb!”

Start with simple projects to boost confidence. In a clean, empty wine or olive
oil bottle, combine three stems of purple sage, razor grass, and native birdseed
plumes with a single rose. For certain creations, a container isn’t necessary. Mingle
dried flowers with living ones, such as purple artichokes with red pyracantha berries
and golden liquid amber branches, no water necessary! Pile gourds and pumpkins
on a bale of hay for an entryway greeting, or twigs of autumn painted pistache with
the aqua and pink fruit attached for a fanciful arch design.

Whether you favor designs that are edgy, opulent, minimalistic, country,
urban, or traditional, marry Mother Nature’s bounty with your human ability to
craft original elegance utilizing her organic elements. Show your love by walking
on the wild side to save money, highlight your home with floral focal points, and
reserve the bragging rights to “I did this myself!”
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for November

i

“I don t feel like spring. I feel like a warm red autumn.” — Marilyn Monroe
Are you falling for fall? For a few weeks the leaves on the trees are ablaze with their fiery finery in crimson, gold, burnt umber, and copper. The air is crisp and clean. The squirrels are busy storing
acorns and nuts, the turkeys parading across our landscapes are plump, and, as we wrap a cozy scarf around our necks, we harvest the last of our year’s produce. Narcissi have begun to pop their
fragrant heads allowing us to perfume our interior spaces. The holiday season is on the horizon where we’ll gather around the hearth with dear friends and family. But before the festivities begin,
we have much to do to prepare our gardens for a long winter’s sleep.

®  STORE potatoes for winter consumption by culling any damaged tubers, then nestling the good spuds in ventilated bins, bushel baskets, or root storage boxes. Cover with newspaper to
eliminate all light and keep the temperature at 35-45 degrees. Toss out green potatoes as they are inedible.

®  WASH and cover or store patio furniture, especially pads and hammocks.

®  RAKE fallenleaves and clean areas that could be hiding places for snails and slugs.

e ADD ornamental grasses as late season plantings with pretty spikes that add interest through winter. Suggestions are fountain grass, maiden grass, and switch grass.

e  MULCH hillsides to prevent erosion and runoft as well as protect plants from frost.

e RECYLE plastic pots by bringing them back to your local nursery or donating the containers to schools, Master Gardener groups, or horticultural societies to be used for plant sales.

®  GATHER guavas that drop. It’s best to put a tarp on the ground to collect the fallen fruit. Ripen indoors until skin is yellow; then refrigerate. Eat. Dehydrate to make fruit leather.

e  NATURALIZE narcissi as soon as the ground temperature chills to around 60 degrees. Plant early, mid, and late bulbs for months of spring blooms in a variety of colors.

e  PLANT other bulbs November through January including ranuncula, Dutch iris, anemone, crocus, and scilla. By staggering the planting dates, you'll enjoy a longer display of blooms.

e REMOVE and destroy any garden debris that could bring overwintering insects and diseases that cause rot.

° SOW seeds for early spring bloomers such as larkspur, sweet peas, lupines, and California poppies.

®  CUT backstalks ofiris to sixinches from the ground which tidies the garden and reduces the surface space where the fungus leaf spot may develop with the rains.

e  PROTECT container frost tender plants such as Birds of Paradise by moving close to house or covering with blankets or plastic.

e  CREATE awildlife habitat sheltered from the elements with plants that provide nourishment for birds, butterflies, and bees.

®  FILL birdfeeders and sanitize birdhouses.

e SET out transplants of Iceland poppies, pansies, sweet alyssum, and kale while soil is still warm.

e HARVEST gourds and pumpkins to decorate your Thanksgiving table. The flesh from

fresh pumpkins makes delicious pies, soups, sauces, and cookies.
o SEED your winter vegetable garden with radishes, cabbage, arugula, lettuces, bok choy,

beets, garlic, onions, and mache. A )
e ADD structure, seasonal interest, and fragrance to your property with shrubs such as - 3 AD vA N c E

spicy viburnum, miniature lilac, long-blooming hydrangea, and the fruiting holly, TH E E 5 EH“ l c E i

winterberry.
®  SHOW your four-legged friends some love with a shallow water garden or a ground- Lic.: #611120 O

level fountain that bubbles fresh, running water. & La nd““ pIng
e  BRING colorinto .your ﬂowerbeds‘ with edible mul.tl-hued kale and lacy It.ahan parsley. Your friendly neighborhood
e  MARVEL at the wild turkeys running at up to 25 miles per hour and reaching speeds of arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

5SS miles per hour in flight. No wonder these garden visitors are not the main course on

our Thanksgivingabls! PRUNING NOW PAYS LATER

The type of pruning your tree gets is critical to the health, longevity, safety and
appearance. Proper care for your tree is important and pruning a healthy strong tree
now will help with the prevention of storm damage.

Family owned in Moraga since 1987

Wishing you a month of grace and gratitude. Enjoy a glorious Thanksgiving.
Happy Gardening and happy growing to you!

©2013 So don’t wait until it’s too late, have a complete inspection by your local ISA
Cynthia Brian Certified Arborist at Advance Tree Service and Landscaping for all your tree care
needs.

The Goddess Gardener
Cynthia@goddessgardener.com
www.goddessgardener.com

925-377-7827

Cynthia is available as a speaker and consultant.

Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

925-376-6528
advancetree@shcglobal.net www.advancetree.com

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)
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ORINDA

18 WOOdlalld Road Charming
traditional, great street, neighborhood.
Large level .34 acre lot, lawn, brick
patios, Carrera marble kitchen,
stainless appliances, light, bright, good
size living areas, hardwood floors,

stylish updates. $865,000

ORINDA

54 La Campana Brilliant 1938
south facing lathe & plaster
construction in heart of Country Club.
4bd/3ba with approximately 2608 sf.
One of largest pools in Orinda, Trader
Vics built BBQ poolside, gardens. A bit
of TLC needed. $1,000,000

ORINDA

New Price

1 Camino del Cielo Price
reduced $100K! Only $326/sf for
immaculate 4900 square foot newer
construction home close to town with
4 bedrooms + office, two family
rooms, chef's kitchen, + top of the

world views. $1,599,000

ORINDA
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10 El Castillo Spacious 5 bed,
3.5 bath. Built in 1998, home
includes: marble entry, private
office, huge kitchen/family rm,
media rm, large level lot on cul-de-
sac, citrus garden, resort-like living.

$2,150,000

ORINDA

17 Tappan Lane Vistas across Orinda
come alive from all rooms of this
spacious 4,155 sf with 6 bd/4 ba & 2 half
ba. High ceilings & light & bright.
Perfect for fun in the sun with yards,
decks, pool, & vineyard on 1.15 acres.
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ORINDA

11 Scenic Drive Elegant updated
4bd/3.5ba, 4695 st single-story estate
property on .64 ac. Custom millwork,
hand carved biblical stone fplcs, Irg
bdrms, ofc, Chef's eat-in kit/fam.rm;
guest house, pool, Irg patio, gorgeous
landscaping. $3,350,000

MORAGA

146 Miramonte Drive Pristine
Miramonte Gardens home. Many
upgrades: updated baths, new
hardwood floors, lighting, new carpet,
fresh paint. Three bedrooms + office +
great storage. Move-in Ready!

$540,000

MORAGA

1743 Spyglass Lane Moraga
Country Club Forest Hills model,
updates throughout include new
kitchen appliances, granite counters,
updated bath, hardwood floors, new
carpet, paint & lighting.

$950,000

LAFAYETTE

60 Camelia Lane Happy Valley
charming traditional. Beautiful natural
setting/ landscaping near end of lane.
Bright & sunny-high ceilings, 9 French
doors, skylights. Separate ofc, luxurious
master, great in/outdoor living. Prime

close in location. $1,299,000

LAFAYETTE
. 7T

9 Mountain View Place Fabulous
updated 4bd/2.5ba, 3481 sf custom
contemporary on .78 ac in tranquil
setting. Spacious LR & DR, new hardwd
flrs throughout, new eat-in kitchen/DR
open to FR, voltaic solar panels, new
redwood deck & more.  $1,299,000

LAFAYETTE

II"'-.-"' New Ltstmg
1 Sprmghlll Lane Charming one
story located on small court in Reliez
Valley. 2516 sf, ranch style 4bd/3ba
completely re-done from top to bottom
in 2006. Level 1/2 ac lot beautifully
landscaped for entertaining, gardening,

lounging or play. $1,588,000

CONCORD

New Listing

2780 Prospect Street Cute

two bedroom, one bathroom,

809 square feet, one car garage.
Fantastic location, walk to BART &
downtown. Room to expand.

Big yard. Cheaper than rent!

$249,000

CONCORD

New Listing

926 Ridge Drive Opportunity
knocks... three bedroom and two bath,
1921 sfon 1.22 acre lot. 270 degree
views, 3-car garage. Rural feel yet
mins to shopping, BART &
downtown. Needs some TLC but well

worth the effort. $525,000

DANVILLE
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1540/1550 Finley Road Terrific horse
property on two level separate parcels total
2.98 acres(pr). Rancher w/country kitchen,
pool & hot tub! The Ranch has 12 stall
barn, indoor/outdoor riding arenas,
covered & stall paddocks,fenced pastures
& more. $1,299,000

ROSSMOOR

1112 Rockledge Lane#5
Beautifully Remodeled w/Designer
Details throughout! 2 bedrooms and

1 bath single level with serene views,
smooth ceilings, slab granite, interior
laundry, 2 blocks to Gateway
Clubhouse. $234,000

WALNUT CREEK

<"y New Price
3737 Waterford Lane Don't miss
this fabulous Northgate area 4bd/3.5ba
home with close to 3700 sf. Huge kitchen/
family room area overlooking spectacular
.70 ac bkyd w/orchard, vineyard & room
for pool. Hdwd flrs, ofc, formal dining &
living rms. $1,398,000
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