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6 BR, 4 full BA
Apprx 3,000 sqft
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Orinda’s Draft Housing Element Finally
Heading to End Zone?

... continued from page A6

The audience included faces fa-
miliar to those who have attended
earlier City Council meetings on the
matter: Chris Engl, Vince and Janet
Maiorana, Bruce London, Owen
Murphy, Ann O’Connell Nye, and
Chet Martine. Engl, an Orinda
Watch leader, asked for still more
wording to be removed from the lat-
est draft and continued to question
the plan to adjust zoning on 3.2 acres
at the Santa Maria Church.

According to the staff report, one
way that Orinda may demonstrate to
the state that it has an adequate land
supply to meet its Regional Housing
Needs Allocation is to “zone land for
multi-family development and take
advantage of a ‘safe harbor’ in the
law that deems certain densities as
appropriate to accommodate housing
for lower income households.” This
does not mean that the city will re-
quire development in these rezoned
areas, just that it is showing the state
that it there is land available for de-
velopment.

Orinda and other suburban areas
qualify for this safe harbor “in the

law where land is zoned for at least
20 housing units per acre.” However,
despite this provision, “HCD staff
has taken the position that zoning to
allow only one specific number of
units on a site (i.e. 64 units on a 3.2-
acre site) constitutes a governmental
constraint to the development of
housing and therefore a range of
density of development is required in
the applicable zoning standards.”
And that is why the city decided to
adjust the zoning to 20-25 units per
acre on the 3.2 Santa Maria acres.

Baltodano noted that leaders of
the Oakland Archdiocese, which
manages the Santa Maria property,
had been concerned about the pro-
posed zoning, but said those con-
cerns were dispelled following a
meeting between Archdiocese repre-
sentatives and city leaders. Still, Engl
and Orinda Watch wanted commis-
sioners to ask the City Council to re-
quest an opinion from the Attorney
General regarding HCD’s determi-
nation. City staff stressed, once
again, that no development is actu-
ally planned for Santa Maria.

The lengthiest commission de-
liberations, however, were reserved
for the Initial Study and Mitigated
Negative Declaration. Noting that
staff had made ““a valiant effort” to
consider every possible impact of
the Element, City Attorney Osa
Wolff advised commissioners of
their obligation — “to evaluate rea-
sonably foreseeable events.” Com-
missioners tweaked wording and
even debated punctuation and for-
matting before finally recommend-
ing that the City Council adopt the
items.

The public comment period for
the Initial Study and Mitigated Dec-
laration, which began Oct. 25, con-
tinues through Nov. 19. Copies of
the Element and related documents
with the commissioners’ Oct. 29 re-
visions will be made available on
the city’s website. Residents wish-
ing to provide input should send
their written comments to Christina
Ratcliffe at  CRatcliffe@city-
oforinda.org, or via U.S. mail: City
of Orinda Planning Department, 22
Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563.

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic
is a brand new
facility owned by
“Dr. Laurie”
Langford who has
been caring for
animals in Orinda
for 15 years.

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: tvvc@theaterviewvetclinic.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

LAFAYETTE $1,199,000
3/2.5. Charming inside & out! Historic
Downtown Cottage. Quality upgrades.
Large private yard.

Susan Schlicher CaIBRE#0I395579

ORINDA $1,395,000
4/2.5.Absolute luxury near downtown.
Impeccable floor plan and refined
qualities throughout.

Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $1, 449 000
4/3.5. Traditional & sophisticated Sleepy
Hollow home.Hw flrs, spacious kit.This
home has it all!

O’Brien/Fellner CaIBRE#0I482496/0I428834

OLDWELL BANKER

The Real Estate Firm people trust

LAFAYETTE $935,000
3/2.5. Architectural Gem. 2600 +sf.
Quiet yet conv. Loc. HV schl. Dist. 2
bonus rms.

Dick Holt CalBRE#00827803

SO

ORINDA $1,995, 000
6/5. Great entertaining home
w/panoramic views. Stunning pool
wi/flat yard on level site.

Laura Abrams CalBRE# 01272382

ORINDA

$1,075,000

4/2. Updated home w/fab remodeled
kitchen and lovely H/WV flrs.Flexible

floor plan.
Laura Abrams

CalBRE#01272382

Coldwell Banker’s Average Sales

price is 209% Higher Than

the Nation’s Average!™

With low inventory and historically low mortgage rates,

there may be no time like the present to make a move.

To get started, contact Coldwell Banker Orinda and

experience firsthand the legendary Coldwell Banker

ORINDA $1,495,000
4/3.5. Sunny oasis. Remodeled
throughout. Pool,spa w/large deck &
lawn for play.Bonus inlaw suite.

Laura Abrams CalBRE#01272382

LAFAYETTE $1,449,000
4/3.5. Stately updated home: 3727sqft.,
.86 ac., built in 1986, w/ vus, & in-law
suite.

Camras/Stack CalBRE#01156248/01501769

LAFAYETTE $1,295,000
4/2. Fabulous remodeled mid-century
modern w/huge walls of glass! Top
schools. Easy commute!

Soraya Golesorkhi  CalBRE#01771736

service that has been trusted since 1906.

Coldwell Banker. Where home begins.

Visit CaliforniaMoves.com today.
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*NAR average priu..elnr 2012 is $225,386.

LAFAYETTE $1,599,000
4/3. Sophisticated Custom. Private 1.22
acres w/breathtaking views. Gorgeous
interior. Flat back yard.
The Beaubelle Group

ORINDA $3,650, 000
4+/4.5. Romantic, Contemporary Villa
Built in ’90 on 1.3 Ac with Amazing
Gardens,Vistas & Privacy.

CalBRE#00678426 The Hattersley’s CalBRE# 01181995/00445794

PLEASANT HILL $984,900
4/3.Rare,2962 SqFt on big lot w/
bedroom & full bath on main Ivl.Big
bonus room upstairs.
Jeannette Bettencourt

ORINDA $1,728,000 ORINDA $1,195,000
3/3.5. Stately Orindawoods home offering de- 4/2.1. Fabulous Glorietta Home w/
tailed finishes. Outdoor entertainers delight ~ great floorplan,hardwood floors, bonus
w/BBQ, pool and views of Lake Cascade. room,& private yard.
Nancy Stryker CalBRE#01290021 Suzi O’Brien

ORINDA $2,095,000
4/4. New construction! Gorgeous
view, nice Ig yard, quality materials.Cul-
de-sac loc.
Glenn Beaubelle

LAFAYETTE $1,495,000
6/4. Beautiful Burton Valley gem w/open
floor plan, guest ste, h/w floors, flat
yard, pool.

CalBRE#01482496 CalBRE#01 154506 Frank Woodward

CalBRE#00678426 CalBRE#01335916

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600
2 Theatre Square, Suite 211 | Orinda | 925.253.6300
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