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Custom Homes & Renovations
Building in Lamorinda Since 1999 

McCartt
Construction Inc.

“As seen on”

“As heard on HG Radio”As heard on HG Radio

Build It GREEN
Smart Solutions from the Ground Up

A New Welcome Home on the Horizon
for Orindans?
By Laurie Snyder

“Show me your garden, provided
it be your own, and I will tell you
what you are like.” – Alfred
Austin

At the juncture of Camino

Pablo and Brookwood

Drive, tucked against Orinda

Theatre Square, sits a tiny, green

sanctuary. It has been there – in

some shape or form – since 1973

when PG&E entered into a 20-

year “Cooperative Landscaping

Agreement” with Contra Costa

County. Orinda inherited both

park and agreement when it in-

corporated as a city. 

     

Somewhere along the way,

the patch was christened “the

Mini-Park,” and redwood trees

were planted. And therein is the

rub – literally. Redwoods, mag-

nificent though they are, do not

mix with power lines. 

      

PG&E advised the Orinda City

Council in 2010 of its new mainte-

nance initiative, requiring removal

of trees to protect 230KV transmis-

sion lines. But the utility also indi-

cated a willingness to hold off until

Orinda could figure out how to re-

place the trees with shorter green-

ery. The City Council approved a

plan with an estimated cost of

$57,000 in 2011, following input

from the Orinda Parks and Recre-

ation Commission and Public

Works Aesthetic Review Commit-

tee, Montelindo Garden Club and

Theatre Square management, but

did not specify a funding source.

Undaunted, Montelindo continued

its tender loving care.

      

Cut to 2013 when the Orinda

Community Foundation expressed

interest in providing funds – poten-

tially in the six-figure range – and

presented ideas at a summer meet-

ing with the city, PG&E, and Mon-

telindo. Attendees were said to be

open to new options “since OCF

was committed to provide substan-

tial financial support.” PG&E,

while anxious to proceed, appears

to be willing to give Orinda more

time since Orinda’s volunteers are,

in effect, taking care of a headache

by beautifying and maintaining the

land for them. 

     

“A design process with identi-

fied funding for this project could

yield significant improvements to

the entrance to the Theatre

Square/Crossroads Downtown

area,” wrote staff in a Nov.5 report

to the City Council. Both the

Parks and Recreation Commission

and Public Works Aesthetic Re-

view Committee would like to do

more, but also want the project to

move forward quickly. After coun-

cil members considered the op-

tions – implementing the already

approved plan or regrouping and

re-envisioning – they directed

staff to obtain more information

about the funding available from

the Orinda Community Founda-

tion and work with the other bod-

ies to consider what else might be

done with the additional financial

support.

Michelle Branchaud Simi, M.D.
Family Medicine

Specializing in Autoimmune & Chronic Disease Management, 
Dermatology, Cosmetic & Injury, Nutrition and Home Visits
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Board Certified Member American Academy of Family Physicians

Michelle Branchaud Simi, MD
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Look and feel great this 
holiday season!
Holiday Special:
Buy 1 package get Free Obagi Peel

Accepting New Patients
Office located in Moraga!
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Frank Woodward proudly presents a New Lafayette Listing

Frank Woodward
LamorindaValues.com

Beautiful

Burton Valley

6 BR, 4 full BA

Apprx 3,000 sqft

Flat yard, pool

More at 

3189LucasCircle.com
Offered at

$1,395,000

LAFAYETTE $1,449,000
4/3.5. Stately updated home: 3727sq.ft.,

.86 ac., built in 1986, w/ vus, & in-law

suite.

Camras/Stack CalBRE#01156248/01501769

ORINDA $1,495,000
4/3.5. Sunny oasis. Remodeled

throughout. Pool,spa w/large deck &

lawn for play.Bonus inlaw suite.

Laura Abrams    CalBRE#01272382

ORINDA $1,395,000
4/2.5. Absolute luxury near downtown.

Impeccable floor plan and refined

qualities throughout.

Vlatka Bathgate    CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $3,275,000
6/3.5. East Coast Traditional w/ In-Law,

pool, lovely gardens & 6 Car Garage.

Finola Fellner CalBRE#01428834

PLEASANT HILL $984,900
4/3. Rare,2962 SqFt on big lot w/

bedroom & full bath on main lvl.Big

bonus room upstairs.

Jeannette Bettencourt CalBRE#01154506

ORINDA $2,095,000
4/4. New construction! Gorgeous view,

nice lg yard, quality materials.Cul-de-

sac loc.

The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

ORINDA $2,100,000
4/3. New construction. Gorgeous views,

close to town. More pics/info at

OrindaOaks.com.

The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

LAFAYETTE $1,395,000
6/4. Beautiful Burton Valley gem w/open

floor plan, guest ste, h/w floors, flat

yard, pool.

Frank Woodward    CalBRE#01335916

OAKLAND $1,195,000
3/3. Stunning contemporary townhome

w/sweeping views of SF and the Bay.

Exquisite interior features.

Linda Van Drent CalBRE#01051129

ORINDA $1,449,000
4/3.5. Traditional & sophisticated Sleepy

Hollow home.Hw flrs, spacious kit.This

home has it all!

O’Brien/Fellner  CalBRE#01482496/01428834

ORINDA $1,728,000
3/3.5. Stately Orindawoods home offering de-

tailed finishes. Outdoor entertainers delight

w/BBQ, pool and views of Lake Cascade.

Nancy Stryker CalBRE#01290021

ORINDA $2,175,900
4+/3. New construction. Gorgeous

views, close to town. More pics/info at

OrindaOaks.com.

The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

californiamoves.com

OAKLAND $779,000
3/2. Sleek and sophisticated this home is

TURNKEY! Updated inside and out w/

a spacious floor plan.

Andi Brown     CalBRE#01738605

ORINDA $1,075,000
4/2. Updated home w/fab remodeled

kitchen and lovely H/W flrs.Flexible

floor plan.

Laura Abrams CalBRE#01272382
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The Real Estate Firm people trust

LAFAYETTE $1,199,000
3/2.5. Charming inside & out! Historic

Downtown Cottage. Quality upgrades.

Large private yard.

Susan Schlicher    CalBRE#01395579

ORINDA $3,650,000
4+/4.5. Romantic, Contemporary Villa

Built in ’90 on 1.3 Ac with Amazing

Gardens, Vistas & Privacy.

The Hattersley’s CalBRE# 01181995/00445794

“As we express our gratitude, we 

must never forget that the highest 

appreciation is not to utter words, 

but to live by them.” -JFK 

Happy Thanksgiving, neighbors.  




