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g “We can’t imagine spending our

LY

best years anywhere
but home.”

Our Life. Our Memories. Our Home.
Live Well at Home with Home Care Assistance!

* NEW! Home Care Assistance is the only home care agency to train caregivers
in cognitive stimulation. We help clients prevent symptoms of cognitive
decline in the comfort of their home with expertly designed, yet fun and easy,
cognitive activities.

* Home Care Assistance is the only senior care company with a Home Care
University to train and develop caregiver employees.

* Home Care Assistance has produced a renowned healthy longevity webinar
series in partnership with the American Society on Aging and an award-
winning senior wellness book series, including Happy to 102 and Mind Over
Gray Matter, which are available at Amazon.

Meet Jill. Jill Cabeceiras is the client care manager for the
East Bay. She has been working with older adults for more
than ten years and is an expert on managing care within the
home. Let Jill help your and your family!

Call Jill to schedule your free assessment today!

925-820-8390

HomeCareAssistance.com

190-G Alamo Plaza
Alamo, CA 94507
We've moved to Alamo!
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Free-In-Home Estimates

925-209-7001

P.O.Box 365

Oftering Complete
Systems, Upgrades &

Universal Remote Solutions
Proudly Serving The Lamorinda

7 925-377-0977

Community Since 2002 Moraga, CA 94556

Happy Holidays
from 5A Rent-A-Space
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Join us at 5A for wonderful Holiday Events!
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Bring the entire family, everyone is welcome!

Saturday, December 7th, Santa
will be at 5A from 11 am-3pm
for Free Photos, frame, cookies
cocna, arts and crafts

Free Holiday e-waste recyeling December 7th, co-sponsored
by Neighborhood Computers

Santa's Secret Wrapping Room at 5A with all you need to
wrap your gifts, plus games for children!

ASK FOR YOUR 2013 NEIGHBORHOOD
COUPOMNS WHEN YOU COME VISIT US!
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v Share your thoughts with our community!

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and
not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will
|Z include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only
accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only).
Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a

space-available basis. email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com;
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.0.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Editor:

MOFD directors Evans and Anderson have every right to be angry
not just with MOFD’s auditor, Cropper, but with former MOFD fi-
nance people also. While the auditor should have pointed out years
ago MOFD’s “inflated” reserve account on the balance sheet, those
intimately involved should have also noted that the annual $2 million
debt service payment for the pension bond, due the day after the
close of the fiscal year accounting, made the reserve picture overly
optimistic. While this payment has increased every year, it is a
known amount and has been made every year since 2007. This is
not rocket science and apparently GASB rule changes would have
red-flagged it if Cropper had done their job.

But more than this, the entire GASB dictated balance sheet is a myth
and a nightmare. Even at this late date, when we know that MOFD
has a $45 million net pension liability, a $25 million retiree medical
liability, and a $20 million pension bond ($90 million of debt), the
current balance sheet shows the fiction of $10 million in net assets.
The balance sheet as it currently exists is worthless.

In addition, the $45 million of pension liabilities does not tell the
full story. It is really $165 million of liabilities (which, in turn, are
over a half billion dollars discounted at a questionably high discount
rate) “offset” by $120 million in assets. But the risk that those assets
will actually be there to pay off the liabilities is ours (the taxpayers).
To hide this fact by showing only the net liability amount is another
deception that should not be continued.

The full value of the liabilities and the assets should be prominently
displayed on any balance sheet which is actually attempting to de-
scribe the financial health of the District. The auditor and those re-
sponsible for MOFD’s finances have, to date, refused to do this.
Attempts by the Orinda Emergency Services Task Force to explain
this were met by some in the District with charges of “creative ac-
counting”; nowhere near as creative as portraying a $90 million
deficit as a $10 million asset.

A fuller discussion of MOFD’s audited financials and balance sheet
can be found on the Task Force web site www.OrindaTaskForce.org.

Steve Cohn
Orinda

Editor:

I am responding to your article regarding the Mayor's State of the
City meeting. Having read that, I seriously wondered whether I had
been in the same room?

This is what I observed.

Dozens of residents passionately questioned what seems to be un-
bridled development in Lafayette and the position of the Mayor
which implied that we have no choice, overdevelopment will march
forward unabated.

While the mayor disputed that our designation as a Priority Devel-
opment Area was creating these developments, he also presented in-
formation which contradicted this, that various agencies do indeed
mandate development.

This is what is stated on the website for the Bay Area Plan website:
"The plan concentrates new growth in areas nominated by local gov-
ernments ... Overall, over two thirds of all regional growth by 2040
is allocated to Priority Development Areas."

So this seems to conflict with what the mayor stated.

It infers that once the city nominated itself in 2007 to be a PDA in
trade for transportation funds that "The Plan" would then direct new
development growth towards Lafayette.

A number of communities around the Bay Area, such as San Rafael
are withdrawing as PDA's and resisting the demands of ABAG, or
the Association of Bay Area Governments.

From the reaction of all residents at the meeting, Lafayette citizens
want our officials to resist this overdevelopment and fight for the
small town quality that is so important to us.

Where this should clearly start is to revise the Downtown Specific
Plan to eliminate the very controversial elements such as building
height, multi use development, certain sections of town designated
for high density development and, since as the mayor brought up
that what really directs development being the general plan, to revise
that general plan to curb development.

With a booming market we're in a very different world than when
these plans were written. Cranes sit on our horizon, high density de-
velopments are popping up along Mt. Diablo, with each, views and
sight lines are disappearing. Numerous developments are in the
works or coming down the pike, many Lafayette residents do not
want this and want our leaders to affect conditions that will contain
this and keep quality of life in Lafayette, and not turn us into a face-
less BART whistle stop bedroom community for San Francisco.

Sincerely,

Ty Allison
Lafayette

Join our Public Forum

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities
that requires more than the 350 words to which we must limit Letters to the Editor,
don’t despair! You can submit your letter to our Public Forum section. Just send your
letter to letters@lamorindaweekly.com and let us know you'd like to be
considered for the Public Forum.

o
S

Thank you for recycling this
paper. It is printed on at least
50% recycled material and
vegetable based ink and should
be recycled again.




