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It's a Wonderful, but Chilly,
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Life in Lafayette

By Cathy Tyson

Mike and Jen Branagh's children, Bradley, 18 months, Brody, 5, and Sophia,

3, tell Santa what they want for Christmas.

hile the weather outside

was indeed frightful, the
holiday cheer was delightful.
Presumably the reindeer were
still in training at the North Pole,
so “Old Betsy” — Lafayette’s
historic fire truck — filled in to
transport Santa Claus to Plaza
Park where he was greeted by
little fans.

The bearded man in red,
along with complimentary hot
chocolate and cookies, made the
first ever “It’s a Wonderful Life
in Lafayette” event a big hit to
kick off the holidays, with a tree
lighting, music and gratitude
walls full of personal notes from
kids responding to the question
“What are you grateful for?”
Sweet answers ran the gamut
from food, my home, to my
family and our three cats and be-
yond.

Local realtor Dana Green
and Branagh Development,
along with the Lafayette Cham-
ber of Commerce sponsored the
block party. “It was heartwarm-
ing to see the outpouring of
community spirit as we joined
together to kick off the holidays
in true Lafayette fashion. As a
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lifelong resident of Lafayette,
this event proved once again
why this is such a great commu-
nity — I look forward to making
this an annual event,” said
Green.

“Growing up my family had
an annual tradition of going to
San Francisco the day after
Thanksgiving for the tree light-
ing ceremony,” said Mike
Branagh. “We have many great
memories from these times.
Lafayette was very special to
my parents and Matt and I carry
the same love for the city. We
wanted the community to create
the same memories we had so
we thought, why not bring it into
Lafayette?  Partnering with
Dana was an easy decision as
she is a close friend of ours and
shares the same love for
Lafayette.”

Two open-walled mini
house-like structures were built
specifically for the event by car-
penters with Branagh Develop-
ment. Branagh is currently
working on updating Squirrels
restaurant just across the way
from the park, so the structures
were constructed there.
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Christmas Eve

Tuesday, December 24th
Spm, 9pm & 11pm Services

Let the
first gift

you open this
Christmas
he from God!

You are invited to join us as we celebrate the miracle
of God’s gift to us — the birth of Jesus Christ.

Christmas Eve Worship on December 24th at 4, 6 and 10 pm

o Bhewm »
P Holy
= v Shepherd
& Lutheran
Chureh
Cuthand Rd
< o Orimada .ﬁ i Marags =

Moraga Way

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church + 433 Moraga Way + Orinda CA
www.holyshepherd.org

o lerry

,.ac m‘fm&o

Lic #195560

@Q@) Lucas @m}mg, e
@(717/7 Shari, SKaven, Cyeﬂjﬂel Shhil & %/18

LUGAS PAVING, INC.
925-283-8027

Z’E’}U

?r ,.-.-..J&iﬂ- Ffjﬁ#fﬂk

I nﬂur.ﬂnr:d'r

www.lauraarams.com ay Arna 2013

: 'T: 510-697-3225

CALBRE#01272382

- ’—iml-.
| gl

wa‘dm f“/ W“@” '-"*'
(S casar with g%wu/y e

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304




