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TNot a day goes by without

some headline alerting us to

the spying technologies that can be

used today, including the ability to ac-

cess an individual’s email. You as-

sume your text messages are only

being read by the person you sent

them to, but you can’t know for sure.

However, if you ever have the need,

or desire, to send an encrypted text

message from your smartphone, then

you should take a look at TextSecure.

It is a very straightforward app. You

can send text messages to any recipi-

ent who is also using TextSecure,

with the knowledge that your text will

be encrypted and not readable by any-

one but the recipient. To ensure full

privacy, this app encrypts the text

messages over the air so they can’t be

intercepted and read. They are also

encrypted on your phone. The app is

simple to use. Once your personal

passphrase is inputted, you can turn

the app either on or off.  The option

exists to copy all your existing text

messages to TextSecure and have

them encrypted.  This is really handy

if you ever lose your phone or leave

it sitting around where someone else

might sneak a peek.  Even if you

never want to send an encrypted text

message, TextSecure’s ability to en-

crypt the text messages saved in your

phone makes it an app worth having.

Eric Pawlakos is a sophomore at UC
Davis, majoring in statistics. He is a
member of the UC Davis rugby team,
and enjoys playing guitar in his spare
time.  

THE APP RAP
By Eric Pawlakos

App: TextSecure by 
Whispersystems

For: Android phones 
(coming soon for iPhones)

Price: Free
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Music Lessons

Insurance

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great 
pricing and coverage for Biz 
Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto, 
Life.  (925) 247-4356  0E90108 

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services
Lic. Free Estimates (925) 348-3761

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563

(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

reach 60,000+
with your ad

$8 per 1/2”  classified ad height  Email to: 
classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
• ONSITE REPAIRS • VIRUS REMOVAL
• WINDOWS TUTORING 
• HARDWARE UPGRADES
• NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
• REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 • 510-938-1881

Rusty Nails Handy Man Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 825-6997

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling • Home Repair
Big & Small Jobs • Bonded & Insured

Lic # 898775 925-825-5201

Premium office space
in Moraga available immediately.
Beautiful mission style bldg faces
Rheem shop Ctr, near restaurants,
theatre & plenty of parking.  
866 SF $1500+ CAM per month.
Beautifully landscaped. 
(510) 727-1800 x313 Kate

Office For Rent

Balance Class

Balance Class Lafayette
Dance and Movement Center,
1018 Almanor Lane Weds: 1-2pm;
$20 per class. Fun movements
designed to improve your balance.
Simple choreography (no dance
experience necessary) plus exer-
cises for balance, coordination,
strength and flexibility. Must be
able to walk without assistance
and to get down and up from
the floor. To confirm space:
estherwetzel@yahoo.com or
(925)262-3155.

Painting Contractor

Interior, Exterior & Repairs
Professional & Reliable 

Call Terry 925-788-1663  Lic. # 851058

Writing Help

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters

Cliff 510-697-1125

Tile Setting

College Application Essay
Do you need some HELP?
Fearless, Certified College Advisor
available to read your essays and
give you the editing advice you need
to improve these very important
statements. Reasonably priced
Moraga mom with fast turn-around
time. Don’t procrastinate! 
Email: jari94556@comcast.net

Celebrate Diversity! 
By Konnie Guo  

The opinions expressed in Teen Scene are those of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.

The Miramonte High School Diversity Club is

working along with the leadership class to bring

knowledge to students about the many holidays cele-

brated during the month of December in addition to

Christmas, such as Hanukkah and Kwanzaa. 

      

“It’s important to be aware of other cultures and

traditions, and not be narrow-minded,” said Diversity

Club officer Lina Mathkour, “especially since the

United States is becoming more and more diverse

each year.”

      

Seventeen-year-old Rachel Breen celebrates

Hanukkah and is proud of her Jewish heritage. “I’m

glad to celebrate Hanukkah because it’s a unique and

fun holiday,” she said. “It’s a time to admire miracles

and appreciate freedom.”  Hanukkah celebrates a vic-

torious revolt that liberated the Jewish people in the

second century BCE. Led by a man named Judas

Maccabee, the Jews were able to successfully return

to their Holy Temple in Jerusalem. As tradition states,

the Menorah had to be lit to purify the temple, but

there was only enough oil to last a day. Miraculously,

the oil ended up sustaining the Menorah’s flame for

eight days and nights, which is honored today within

Jewish households when lighting a new candle on the

menorah each night. This year, Hanukkah coincided

with Thanksgiving, a convergence that will not occur

again for another 75,000 years.

      

Kwanzaa was established in 1966 to recognize

African culture, and is a week-long celebration that

focuses on seven core values: unity, self-determina-

tion, collective work and responsibility, cooperative

economics, purpose, creativity, and faith. During the

week, a kinara, or candleholder, with a total of seven

candles is lit to represent these values. There are three

red candles on the left, three green ones on the right,

and one black candle in the center.  

      

The Diversity Club is looking to spread more

awareness to students by planning lunchtime activi-

ties during the month, and will be reminding everyone

who is celebrating the holidays – be it Christmas,

Hanukkah or Kwanzaa – to remember one thing:

while the traditions may vary, the spirit of the holidays

remains the same. 

Konnie Guo is cur-
rently a junior at Mi-
ramonte High
School in Orinda.
She is an avid
reader, and during
her spare time, en-
joys playing the
piano and doing vol-
unteer work. 

Teen Scene is YOUR voice. If you have something to say or have writing skills and want to be part of our Teen

Scene team, email our Teen Coach, Cynthia Brian, Cynthia@CynthiaBrian.com.

Rototilling

Ken’s Rototilling
• 4 W/D Tractors
• Hillside Weed Cutting

• Mowing • Discing • Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Fencing

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining

walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

Vacation Rental

TAHOE NORTHWEST SHORE
Sleeps 8. Near Sunnyside Resort,
close to skiing. Private. Lamorinda
owners. www.going2tahoe.com

ADOLESCENTS
ADULTS · FAMILIES

Brian Clark, Psy.D.
licensed clinical psychologist 
PSY 25198

954 Risa Road · Lafayette
(925) 385-8050
www.brianclarkpsyd.com

specializing in:
Achievement Pressure

AD/HD
Parenting Support

Anxiety
School Stress

Depression

Orion Academy Students Get Cozy with
Reptiles
Submitted by Michelle Barker

Orion Academy students Fiona Fahey, Julian Joseph,

Abby Stypula, Evan Wilmouth, P.J. Gibbs, Cole

Beaty, Leighlin Geis and Henry Nanstad – and many crea-

tures – came to the Walnut Creek home of Julia Barker and

her family Dec. 8 for the Orion Reptile Party, which was

one of the offerings from the auction at the Moraga school’s

Fall Fiesta that occurs annually in September.  Orion Acad-

emy strives to educate secondary students with NLD, As-

perger’s Syndrome and other neurocognitive disorders in

a program that equally emphasizes academics, social com-

petency and pragmatic language development.  Besides the

students, the other guests included a giant African milli-

pede, two tiger salamanders, a bearded dragon, a Mexican

rosy boa, a red-tailed boa, an Argentine red tegu lizard, and

a 12-foot albino Burmese python.  The students all got to

touch or hold these live creatures.  Plus Jungle James, of

Jungle James Animal Adventures, provided a wonderful

educational program about each of the creatures, with many

of the knowledgeable students chiming in with facts that

they knew about the various animals.  Besides the animals,

the cupcake and ice cream sundae bars were also a big hit.  
Orion Academy student Julian Joseph with a slithery
friend. Photo provided

Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda
Advertise in Lamorinda Weekly Call

925-377-0977 today

Thank you for your help in advertising our
seminar.  It's already full and I am still 

receiving many calls each day. J.

Personal

Can anyone give me info for where-
abouts of Justin Ruhle's mother? 
I have not seen her for 10 years
since Anandi and Justin's wedding.
I think she remarried. Please call
Michelle Heart, 707-889-6486


