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0. 3 Miramonte defeated
No.1 Casa Grande in the di-
vision II NCS football champi-
onships. The Mats upset the
favorites 41-28 on Dec. 7.
Despite taking an early lead,
the Mats were down 21-14 in the
third. Refusing to quit, Mira-
monte went on a tear in the fourth
quarter, scoring 27 points to re-
gain the lead and seal the win.
Quarterback Drew Anderson
led the charge, throwing for 438
yards and five touchdowns. Four
of those touchdowns came in the
fourth quarter.
Miramonte was not selected
for the CIF State tournament.
C. Mitchell

Lamorinda Rugby Football Club
&“M?

Registration is still open for the 2014 rugby season! Season runs
January through March for youth, and through April for HS. All

ﬁ ages welcome. Girls welcome through age 11. No prior rugby

"‘"!" - 1 experience necessary. Practices are located at the Wilder Fields
in Orinda. Find out more about our team and how to register

online at www.lamorugby.com. Contact head youth coach Doug Pearson for

more info: dpearson@lee-associates.com. For High School, contact

Recruiting Director Tim Mascheroni at tim@mascheroniconstruction.com.
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Bringing Their “A” Game

Gaels basketball off to a strong start

By Michael Sakoda

Danielle Mauldin

uilding on last year’s momen-

tum, the Saint Mary’s women’s
basketball team is off to the best start
in school history. The Gaels finished
last season with a record of 23-11 (11-
5 WCC), advancing to the quarterfi-
nals of the NIT Tournament — the
furthest a Gaels’ team has advanced —
where they were edged 58-55 by
Utah.

The 2012-2013 Gaels raised the
bar going 10-0 in games following a
loss, becoming the first team to avoid
back-to-back losses in school history
and getting a single season record 356
rebounds from Danielle Mauldin.

This year’s team continues to im-
prove on last year’s success. The hot
start has the Gaels with an 8-1 record,
including a payback win against
Washington and wins over Toledo
(last year’s MAC Champions), But-
ler, and Alabama.

The catalysts behind the Gaels’
hot start — effort and desire.

“We ended last season with a loss
on our home court, and the team hated
that,” said head coach Paul Thomas.
“They put in work over the summer
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and in the fall to start strong...they
trained hard and they’re getting re-
sults.”

“We weren’t satisfied with the re-
sults of the last few years, so that
hunger to win is there,” said returning
guard Kate Gaze. “I think that’s the
difference...just the feel about this
team.”

With four returning starters —
Jackie Nared, Danielle Mauldin, Kate
Gaze and Carli Rosenthal — two of
whom were named to the pre-season
All-WCC team (Nared and Mauldin)
this is a veteran team with big time
experience.

“Danielle provides a way differ-
ent facet to our game than anyone else
does,” said Thomas of his standout
forward. “She rebounds the ball...has
that midrange pull up, and if you try
to close out hard she’s going to go
right by you.”

So far this season, Mauldin and
the Gaels offense have been on a tear,
putting up 85.11 points per game
while holding opponents to an aver-
age of 74.11 points per game.

“I'm never concerned about our
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offense,” said Thomas. “But our de-
fense has to improve...we have to be
able stop people...and I don’t think
we’re about to do that quite yet.”

The need for stops was evident in
the team’s lone loss of the season, a
heartbreaking 92-94 loss to Sacra-
mento State on Dec. 5.

“We let any and everyone drive
by us, and our rotations and our close
outs were non-existent,” said Thomas
of the disappointing game.

“The game at Sac State really
opened our eyes,” said Jackie Nared.
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pling UC Davis 88-71 on Dec. 15, the
Gaels 14th straight win following a
loss going back two seasons.

“They hate losing,” explained
Thomas. “When you have that kind
of personality on your team it makes
coming off of a loss a much easier sit-
uation.”

St. Mary’s travels to Los Angeles
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for aroad test at USC on Dec. 19, and
at CSU Northridge on Dec. 21.
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