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Dick Holt
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Mid-century Lafayette rancher with stunning Mt. Diablo Views

New to the market is this charming rancher that

is privately sited at the end of a culd-de-sac and

commands one of the special and unique view

sites in all of Lafayette.   The large mostly flat rear

yard abounds with exotic and mature landscap-

ing, and there is room for a pool.   The house has

a new roof, flooring, and paint, and is in "move-in

ready" condition, though there is plenty of po-

tential here.   The site and the view comprise the

real value...having a charming and workable

house in Lafayette just adds more value.  

Asking $995,000

Open Sunday December 22

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
TO ALL, AND BEST

WISHES FOR A
HEALTHY AND
PROSPEROUS

NEW YEAR

3305 Ameno Drive, Lafayette

apr.com

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel   Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

ORINDA  | 2  Theatre Square,  Suite 215   925.258.1111

Wishing You 

Hope, Joy & Prosperity

From all of us at 

Alain Pinel Realtors

390 Hermosa Court, Lafayette

Enjoy the warmth, charm & character of this
3bd/1ba Burton Valley home. Situated on a
fantastic cul-de-sac, this 1180+/-sf home lives
large. Sensational .36+/-acre mostly flat lot.
Perfect expansion opportunity.

$879,000 Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives

25 Richelle Court, Lafayette

Awesome views! Privacy! Fantastic location!
Modern home with open floor plan, three
bedrooms plus den, two baths, luxurious 
master bath, new kitchen, sparkling pool and
wonderful garden areas.  

25RichelleCt.com 

$1,399,000 Lori Legler

163 Crestview Drive, Orinda

Peaceful privacy, views and flat lawn area
make this charming and spacious 3 bedroom
2 bath home ideal. Close to 12 years of top
rated Orinda schools, year-round Farmer’s
Market and shops.  

163CrestviewDr.com

$999,000 Cheryl Hata & Lori Legler

Happy 

Holidays

Toyon Road

Lafayette

Breathtaking views!  One-of-a-kind, Tuscan
styled, 5 bedroom, 3.5 bath home that 
exudes a passion for living. No detail has
been overlooked. Available for presale.

$2,450,000 Karen Richardson

Signs Under Scrutiny
By Sophie Braccini

About seven years ago the file re-

garding updates to the Town of

Moraga’s sign ordinance opened, and

then closed. Planning director

Shawna Brekke-Read recently found

the staff strength required to revisit the

issue.  Meetings were conducted with

the Chamber of Commerce to under-

stand the needs of local retailers, other

jurisdictions’ regulations were studied

and staff released a proposal to the

Design Review Board on Dec. 9. 

      

The proposed changes include

allowing one portable sign per busi-

ness (A-frame; maximum of 6

square feet per side); one illuminated

window sign per business (but no

blinking signs); banners to be dis-

played for one month (renewable

after one month off); limiting the size

and number of non-permanent free

standing non-commercial signs

(such as political signs) with a max-

imum of 60 days; wall signs of up to

100 square feet in commercial areas

and externally illuminated outside

wall signs without public review.

      

Ella Samonsky, associate plan-

ner, presented the new plan to the

board.  “The current language set

minimal standards for all signs, and

then we have special sections for

special use signs,” explained Samon-

sky. “The process of approving signs

relies heavily on design review.  If

the sign does not meet the standards,

it has to go to the design review

board for approval.”  She added that

this current process allows for almost

open-ended opportunities to request

exceptions and modifications.  The

result is a possible lack of consis-

tency, and a process that can be long

and not always predictable as to its

outcome.  

      

“Sign regulation has to be con-

tent neutral (by law), so we are pro-

posing to regulate based on zoning

district, duration of the sign (tempo-

rary or permanent) and physical

form of the sign,” said Samonsky.

Every sign application will then fall

into a specific category with its spe-

cific set of standards. It will be easier

for applicants to design compliant

signs that won’t necessitate long and

costly public review.   Open-ended

modifications will not be allowed

anymore, unless the situation pres-

ents a unique challenge.

      

The new code also requires new

developments with multiple tenants

to get a master sign program ap-

proved.  For existing buildings with

three or more tenants, staff will re-

quire a plan when a major renovation

or new monument sign is proposed.

      

Signs that would have a potential

important visual impact will con-

tinue to be reviewed by the board,

such as monument signs, cinema

marquee and internally illuminated

signs.  Wall and shingle signs will be

reviewed administratively.  Window

signs, temporary signs and signs

conforming to a master sign program

would not require a permit.  

      

Members of the public who

came to the meeting praised staff, for

the most part, for clarifying and sim-

plifying the process.  Some asked for

more flexibility.  Harry Singh, of

Mountain Mike’s Pizza, asked to be

allowed to have someone standing

along Moraga Road with a sign from

11 a.m. to 2 p.m. to signal the open

buffet. Board members were not en-

thused by this request.  Gayle

Somers of Café Hacienda, who is

working on another location near

Chef Chao, asked to be able to signal

her incoming business with a banner

for as long as the remodel lasts.  The

board did not agree to allow a banner

for longer than one month at a time.

                   

... continued on page A8

OPEN M-F 10AM-5:30PM, SAT 10AM-4PM
SPECIAL SUNDAY HOURS:  DEC 8, 15 & 22, 11:00AM TO 4:00PM

CHRISTMAS EVE 9AM-5PM

MORAGA JEWELERS
562 Center St., Rheem Valley Shopping Center

(925) 376-1283
FULL WATCH & JEWELRY REPAIR SERVICES ON SITE.

HOLIDAY SALE

1.0 ct tw reg $6,799 SALE $3,399
3/4 ct tw reg $4,399 SALE $2,299
1/2 ct tw reg $2,399 SALE $1,199

50%  OFF

DIAMONDSTUD
EARRINGS

2.0 ct tw reg $13,999 SALE $6,999
1.5 ct tw reg $7,999 SALE $3,999
1.0 ct tw reg $3,999 SALE $1,999

HALODIAMOND
SOLITAIREPENDANT

NECKLACE


