Wednesday, December 18, 2013 ¢ Vol. 7 Issue 21

Aant ISl
>nadent, locally

""}x4f\\1 perated!

R
o .
-

www.lamorindaweekly.com

26,000 copies

delivered bi-weekly

to Lamorinda homes

& businesses

. —
925.377.0977

-
FREE

r

Photo Ohlen Alexander

Chnstmas Cheer Soars When Snow Fa]ls n Orinda

By Laurie Snyder

n an exclusive interview with Santa Claus, the Lamorinda

Weekly has learned the jolly old elf will fly his sleigh totally

on reindeer power this year —no movie-inspired turbine en-

gine needed — thanks to a sudden December surge of Christmas
Spirit.

The energy surplus has been traced to kids from 1 to 92 who

have been unable to stop smiling since Dec. 14, when four truck-

Quote of the Week:

Advertising

loads of a mysterious white crystalline substance transformed
the normally temperate Orinda Theatre Square into a winter won-
derland.

“It’s snow!” shouted one child with glee.

“My hands are cold,” puzzled another.

“Oh. It’s real,” said a parent in a hushed tone.

Human sugar plums pirouetted in purple and pink snowsuits

while playful pals pelted one another as the scene unfolded in
front of Barbacoa restaurant. The official version is that the snow
was provided free of charge by Special Ice in Walnut Creek. But
those in the know had a different take. Deborah Lopez’s grand-
son, Chase, wisely assumed it came “from the mountains” while
family friend, Blaine, theorized that someone brought it all the
way from Oregon. ... continued on page A12

"[ believed so strongly in
having a local government, in
us being able to have a
government in Orinda so that
our constituents come locally
and participate in creating
our own destiny..."

Read A Year of Tumult and
Triumph - page A6

Thank you for supporting me through another fabulous
year. Wishing you and yours a wonderful Holiday
season and a happy and healthy 2014!!

Finola Fellner
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Wondertful Life

A new holiday
tradition debuts
at Lafayette's
Plaza Park -
page BI1.

S andwiched between the Round Up park-
ing lot and the soon to be opened Cooper-
age restaurant sits the rustic historical Hen
House building. The most recent proprietress
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Photo courtesy Lafayette Historical Society
of the Hen House, Elizabeth Kirkpatrick, has
fond memories of the shop where she sold a
wide variety of one-of-a-kind collectibles for
... continued on page A3

a dozen years;

Sports

Gaels'
Great
Start

The SMC Women's
basketball team
brings its A game
- page C1.
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A Note About Our
Newspaper Carrier

Blackhawk Enterprise (email -
mailblackhawk@gmail.com) has been
delivering the Lamorinda Weekly to all
homes in Orinda, Lafayette and Moraga since
January 2011. The team of eight drivers
works hard to make sure you get your
newspaper every other Wednesday.
Blackhawk Enterprise and its team members
would like to wish our readers a joyous
holiday season and a very happy new year.
You will also see a flyer from them in this
week's issue.

www.FinolaFellner.com
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Thank you,
Lamorinda Weekly
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Independent, locally owned and opérated!

Home Repairs

DIY or hire
a pro? Tips
for keeping
your home
in top shape
- page D1.
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Lafayette

Civic News
Public Meetings

City Council
Monday, Jan. 13, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
TBA

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Design Review

Monday, Jan. 27, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District
Wednesday, Jan. 15, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room at 1212
Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District
Thursday, Jan. 16, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
Stanley Library

3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Share your
thoughts, insights
and opinions with
your community.

Send a letter
to the editor:
letters@lamorinda
weekly.com

Much Smaller Terraces Development Proposed
Plan includes deal with city for park facilities

By Cathy Tyson
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With great anticipation, a
crowd at the Dec. 9 City
Council meeting was eager to hear
what city manager Steven Falk
had to say about the ominously-ti-
tled agenda item “Option to Settle
Potential Litigation Regarding the
Proposed Terraces of Lafayette
Development.” There had been an
avalanche of negative feedback
about the proposed 3 15-unit multi-
family project since it was intro-
duced years ago. Litigation would
have made it even less attractive.
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Much to everyone’s surprise,
the proposal outlined a com-
pletely re-organized, massively
smaller project that essentially di-
vides the parcel into two sections,
with the developer situating a
maximum of 45 single family
homes, representing an 85 per-
cent reduction, clustered near the
center of the property and the city
purchasing land around the
perimeter for a soccer and
lacrosse field, much needed park-
ing lot, a dog park, tot lot and

CONCEPT SITE PLAMN
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bike path.

“We think this is a great alter-
native,” said attorney Allan
Moore, who represents the
landowner and developer. “We’ve
been listening.”

Longtime resident and parks,
trails and recreation commis-
sioner Carol Singer heartily
thanked the City Council, noting
she was “flabbergasted,” and
“completely amazed,” describing
all of the amenities the new pro-
posal offers that are top priority

items for the parks and recreation
commission. Another thank you
came from Kendra Loveless who
appreciated all the hard work and
the developer being flexible, “this
is so much better.”

Not everyone was thrilled
with the proposal. Resident Eliot
Hudson pointed out how this rep-
resents a failure of the city, on
land that should have been zoned
LR-5, Low-Density Residential
District, one house per five acres.
Another person  speculated
whether the original controversial
315-unit version was simply a
maneuver to make this iteration
all the more attractive.

For roughly the last month the
developer, O’Brien Land Com-
pany, and city leaders have had a
series of meetings about the de-
veloper suing the city if the orig-
inal project was denied. This new
option-to-settle proposal seems
like an elegant solution for the
city, “given the risks to the city
presented by that potential law-
suit, and particularly with Califor-
nia’s Housing Accountability Act,
which limits the ability of cities
to deny an affordable housing
proposal unless that proposal is
inconsistent with both the Gen-
eral Plan land use designation and
zoning ordinance that existed at
the time the application was
deemed complete,” said Falk.

... continued on page A8

Don Tatzin Voted in as Ma

Photo C. Tyson
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Q t the last City Council meeting
of the year Lafayette’s outgoing

mayor, Mike Anderson, announced
the new mayor for 2014, Don Tatzin,
after a unanimous vote by fellow
council members.  This marks
Tatzin’s record breaking sixth time as
mayor, and his 29th year on the City
Council. The mayorship is rotated
annually among the five elected resi-
dents who comprise the City Council.

Tatzin praised Anderson as “the
right person at the right time,” espe-
cially for his role during the crisis of
the washed out storm drain that was
coincidentally located near Ander-
son’s home. He also shared that An-

derson will be celebrating a “double
retirement,” retiring from his day job
as Assistant General Manager of the
Planning/Stewardship and Develop-
ment Division of the East Bay Re-
gional Park District, along with his
retirement as mayor.

“It’s been a very challenging
year,” said Anderson referring to the
fire service coverage situation, and
dealing with traffic congestion.
“Lafayette is a place people want to
come to because of its schools and
restaurants; that’s going to continue to
be the case.” Brandt Andersson was
unanimously voted to be vice mayor
for 2014. C. Tyson
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History of the Hen House

.. continued from page A1
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an old sign on the side of the building
described the merchandise as “Haute
Bohemian, Vintage Atelier, Bits with
a Flair.”

“The building moved a lot espe-
cially during the seasons,” said Kirk-
patrick, who described the floors
bending “every which way — it was
like you were walking on a ship. The
clients at the Round Up had a habit
of hitting the side of the building!”

Unfortunately time has not been
kind to the structure originally built
in 1920 on Tunnel Road, which is
now Mt. Diablo Boulevard near
Plaza Park, before being moved in
1939 to its current location at 20
Lafayette Circle, according to the
Contra Costa County Assessor; there
has been a fair amount of settling
over the years, deferred mainte-
nance, no insulation and critters that
made for a challenging work envi-
ronment.

Now leaning precariously to the
left, the Hen House building has a
colorful past. “They sold ice cream,
hot dogs, soda pop, peanuts, candy,
cigarettes, coffee and beer,” recalled
Edith Hunt Sterling in an oral history
recorded in 1983 of Miller’s Quality
Ice Cream, the original shop. It was
also known as Mother’s Place, Ma’s
Kitchen or Ma Hunt’s Kitchen.

Tunnel Road was eventually
widened in the 1920s. “My aunt and
uncle (Alice and Joe Hunt) had to
give up their little road stand. They
then bought a piece of property at the
corner of Mt. Diablo Boulevard and
Hough Avenue. ... It contained an
inside counter, and tables for serving
food,” recalled Sterling.

Longtime resident Euphemia
Speyer remembers that one of the

first five Lafayette telephones was in
this building, and Mary Solon noted
in an article, “If these walls could
talk.”

According to Solon, in the 1940s
the Lafayette Sun occupied the build-
ing, then it housed a used furniture
shop. During the ‘60s it was divided
in two, with a wall down the middle,
housing Happy Acre Realty Com-
pany and the Trading Post. In 1983
when Edith Sterling’s oral history
was recorded, the building was
called Nifty Thrift Shop and run by
Futures Explored for participants in
their vocational programs. Nifty
Thrift is still in business at a different
location on Golden Gate Way.

Active 9l-year-old and vice
president of the Lafayette Historical
Society Marechal Duncan visited
and shopped at both Nifty Thrift and
the Trading Post. “Don't remember
what I purchased, but once I bought
a gift for my wife, Doris,” he said.

The building has been many
things to many people in its almost
93-year history, from an ice cream
shop, to a newspaper office and be-
yond, this hidden gem now needs a
little love and lot of construction sup-
port. It’s currently vacant after Kirk-
patrick left earlier this year. Owner
Mel Hunt said, “At the moment the
building is in transition,” so look for
some changes in 2014, although no
specific details were immediately
available.

“The location is perfect for the
right business,” said Duncan, “what-
ever that may be.”

Many thanks to the Lafayette
Historical Society for their help with
this story and for sharing their won-
derful photos.
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Receive a FREE Mariposa
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I’m Selling Moraga!
| SOLD !

I'm selling homes fast! Yours could be next.
Call me for a no obligation visit!

925-376-7776 = kkatzman@pacunion.com

From my family to yours...

May you have a warm, safe and
very happy holiday season.

We thank you for your continued
support and confidence.

Sincerely,
The Katzman Family

Moraga Resident Since 1966.

Successfully selling real estate for over 28 years.
License #00875484

A Member of Real Living
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Moraga

Civic News
Public Meetings

Town Council

Wednesday, Jan. 8, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,
1010 Camino Pablo

Planning Commission

Monday, Jan. 6, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd.

Design Review

Monday, Jan. 13, 7 p.m.

Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd.
Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

Town of Moraga:
WWW.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network:

www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

School Board Meeting

Moraga School District
Tuesday, Jan. 14, 7:30 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium

1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Stolen car found, 12/08/13 A report of
an abandoned vehicle was matched
with a report of the very same car
being stolen from a Walnut Creek res-
ident. The car had been parked on Mi-
ramonte Drive for more than a week.
One witness stated an adult male ex-
ited the vehicle on Nov. 29. An early
holiday gift for the car’s owner.

Unwelcome mom, 12/07/13 Two
roommates share a place on Ascot
Drive. The mother of one of the
roommates entered the apartment and
refused to leave. The reporting per-
son said that her roommate’s mom is
on the lease, but her presence was un-
welcome at that time. Apparently the
gal borrowed keys from the room-
mate’s mom and the mom wanted the
keys back. She had made a copy of
the key, then returned the original to
the mom.

Same apartment, later that night,
12/08/13 Moraga police responded to
aloud party complaint after midnight
about loud music, voices and college-
age adults leaving the unit. The ten-
ant was informed of the noise
complaint and was issued a Town of
Moraga Loud Party Ordinance no-
tice. No further complaints

Party without the parents, 12/07/13
The parents of a 15-year-old girl
picked up their daughter who was in-
toxicated at a Brandt Drive home and
called to report that the homeowners
were out of town and their 15-year-
old son, who was home alone, hosted
asmall party that later got out of con-
trol. The teenage boy admitted that
alcoholic beverages were being con-
sumed, but wisely, he had cleaned up
before the police arrived. Only four
youths were at the home when cops
rolled up; they did not appear to have
been drinking, but they were picked
up by their parents anyway. The
teenage host was picked up by a fam-
ily friend and supervised until his par-
ents, the homeowners, arrived.

Out of gas, while slightly buzzed,
12/07/13 A 2009 Honda that was still
warm to the touch was blocking the
roadway at the intersection of Corliss
Drive and Wakefield Drive at 2:40
a.m. Police located the registered
owner who lived several blocks
away. Turns out the car owner’s 17-
year-old daughter took the vehicle
without permission and ran out of
gas. While the officers were check-
ing the scene the teenager showed up
with a gallon of fuel. Nope, it wasn’t
fumes but the smell of alcohol the
cops noticed. She submitted to a
blood alcohol test that registered
0.015 percent, less than the threshold
of 0.08 percent, but she is under age.
The young lady, and her mom, agreed
she would enter the Juvenile Diver-
sion Program and was released to her
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ken@ryersonrealty.com

Success comes only with the right marketing plan & execution strategy.
If you are considering selling your home, give us a call for assistance.

If you need referrals for home services providers, we can share our “black
book” of local reliable contractors, handymen, plumbers, electricians, etc.
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Passing the Gavel, Moraga Style

By Sophie Braccini

Ken Chew with Supervisor Candace Andersen

he passing of the gavel on the

Moraga Town Council should
have been a piece of cake. In 2013
the all-male Town Council worked
mostly in unison. The meeting Dec.
11 started with outgoing mayor Dave
Trotter saying a few words about the

Photo Sophie Braccini

town’s accomplishments in 2013 and
his anticipation of what would ensue,
namely the cooperative work with the
school district, Saint Mary’s College
and Campolindo High School to
share sports facilities, and the study of
the hillside and ridgeline development

rules that may lead to amendments of
the General Plan. But when it came
time to nominate the next mayor, an
awkward silence ensued.

Being mayor does not carry any
particular voting privileges and the
seat is rotated among elected officials,
traditionally in the order of the num-
ber of votes received. Four years ago
Councilmember Michael Metcalf
tried unsuccessfully to convince his
colleagues to forgo Ken Chew’s rota-
tion to the mayor’s seat. And it was
indeed Chew’s turn again this time,
according to the unwritten tradition.
When Trotter asked for a nomination
of the next mayor, all fell quiet. The
mayor reminded his colleagues that
he could not nominate someone him-
self. The heavy silence finally ended
when Chew was nominated by Coun-
cilmember Phil Arth. Ona4 tol vote,
with Metcalf opposed, Chew became
the new mayor.

Councilmember Roger Wykle
was uneventfully chosen to serve as
vice mayor.

Chew spoke about his goals for
the coming year. He invited residents
to contribute their suggestions to the
town’s objectives. He highlighted four

areas under which the goals should
fall: maintain excellence in steward-
ship; maximize existing resources for
enhanced community use; celebrate
Moraga’s 40th anniversary; and en-
able the community as a whole to re-
spond to opportunities as they arise.

“I"d like to have a new approach
to setting goals for the town,” Chew
said. “I’d like to work as a team,”
which includes council members,
staff and community. Then he pro-
posed to hold the annual town goal
setting session on the evening of
Wednesday, Jan.15 instead of the
usual Saturday morning. “This is
more respectful of staff and of the
public,” he noted. Both Metcalf and
Trotter expressed concerns about the
change. “Itis my goal to enable town
staff and the town manager to do their
jobs,” concluded Chew. “We ought to
be able to leave them alone some-
times to do their jobs, with a set of
goals and directions.” The date of the
goal setting session is yet to be con-
firmed.

To provide input regarding the
town’s objectives contact town man-
ager Jill Keimach, jkeimach@mor-
aga.ca.us or (925) 888-7020.

Upsurge of Commercial Theft in Moraga

By Sophie Braccini

Bill Snider checks a bill in the light.
onita Vigil, who manages
Safeway in Moraga, is no

Photo Sophie Braccini
slouch when people try to steal
from her store. Although Moraga

is a quiet little town, she’s recently
had to deal with some unpleasant
incidents. With the help of local
police, the criminals were caught.
At nearby Moraga Hardware and
Lumber, Bill Snider also loses
money to shoplifters and thieves;
he is not afraid to confront them
and has what is needed to prevent
crime.

“One day or another you get
caught,” says Vigil. “It’s not worth
stealing a few hundred dollars.”

“Recently people came at night
and stole a whole cash register,”
Vigil recounts. “When the night
crew came to ring a customer, they
saw that it had been tampered with
and emptied. The thieves were
seen on tape and were caught soon
after; after robbing another store in
El Cerrito.” Vigil would not dis-
close how much her store loses to

theft. Snider willingly shared a
loss figure of $30,000 for the year.
“Shoplifting is like drug addic-
tion and alcoholism, it knows no
boundaries,” says Snider from ex-
perience catching people stealing
in his store. “There are people who
have lived here a long time, drive
$100,000 cars, who I've seen
stealing.” Snider confronts them
and tells them to pay back what
they’ve stolen over the years or
never come back. And sometimes,
he makes a citizen’s arrest, detains
the thief and calls the police. “I’ve
owned this store for 13 years and I
know who to watch,” he said.
“I’ve detained people twice this
year.” When that happens, Snider
makes it very visible so word gets
around that Moraga Hardware is

not soft on crime.
... continued on page All

mom at the scene.

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

“Dr. Laurie” Langford

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017
Email: tvvc@theaterviewvetclinic.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic
is a brand new
facility owned by
“Dr. Laurie”
Langford who has
been caring for
animals in Orinda
for 15 years.

SUPPORT THE HOLIDAY TREE
BUY-A-BULB!

THANKYOU FOR YOUR DONATION

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045 « www.moraga.ca.us

Total Clean 376-1004
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Mid-century Lafayette rancher with stunning Mt. Diablo Views
g 3305 Ameno Drive, Lafayetce

New to the market is this charming rancher that
is privately sited at the end of a culd-de-sac and
commands one of the special and unique view
sites in all of Lafayette. The large mostly flat rear
| yard abounds with exotic and mature landscap-
ing, and there is room for a pool. The house has
a new roof, flooring, and paint, and is in "move-in
ready" condition, though there is plenty of po-
tential here. The site and the view comprise the
real value...having a charming and workable
house in Lafayette just adds more value.

PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR
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Email: rwholtcb@aol.com
©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304

Dick Holt

CalBRE# 00827803
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Asking $995,000

Signs Under Scrutiny

By Sophie Braccini
bout seven years ago the file re-
garding updates to the Town of

Moraga’s sign ordinance opened, and
then closed. Planning director
Shawna Brekke-Read recently found
the staff strength required to revisit the
issue. Meetings were conducted with
the Chamber of Commerce to under-
stand the needs of local retailers, other
Jurisdictions’ regulations were studied
and staff released a proposal to the
Design Review Board on Dec. 9.

The proposed changes include
allowing one portable sign per busi-
ness (A-frame; maximum of 6
square feet per side); one illuminated
window sign per business (but no
blinking signs); banners to be dis-
played for one month (renewable
after one month off); limiting the size
and number of non-permanent free
standing non-commercial signs
(such as political signs) with a max-
imum of 60 days; wall signs of up to
100 square feet in commercial areas
and externally illuminated outside
wall signs without public review.

Ella Samonsky, associate plan-
ner, presented the new plan to the
board. “The current language set
minimal standards for all signs, and
then we have special sections for

special use signs,” explained Samon-
sky. “The process of approving signs
relies heavily on design review. If
the sign does not meet the standards,
it has to go to the design review
board for approval.” She added that
this current process allows for almost
open-ended opportunities to request
exceptions and modifications. The
result is a possible lack of consis-
tency, and a process that can be long
and not always predictable as to its
outcome.

“Sign regulation has to be con-
tent neutral (by law), so we are pro-
posing to regulate based on zoning
district, duration of the sign (tempo-
rary or permanent) and physical
form of the sign,” said Samonsky.
Every sign application will then fall
into a specific category with its spe-
cific set of standards. It will be easier
for applicants to design compliant
signs that won’t necessitate long and
costly public review. Open-ended
modifications will not be allowed
anymore, unless the situation pres-
ents a unique challenge.

The new code also requires new
developments with multiple tenants
to get a master sign program ap-
proved. For existing buildings with

three or more tenants, staff will re-
quire a plan when a major renovation
or new monument sign is proposed.
Signs that would have a potential
important visual impact will con-
tinue to be reviewed by the board,
such as monument signs, cinema
marquee and internally illuminated
signs. Wall and shingle signs will be
reviewed administratively. Window
signs, temporary signs and signs
conforming to a master sign program
would not require a permit.
Members of the public who
came to the meeting praised staff, for
the most part, for clarifying and sim-
plifying the process. Some asked for
more flexibility. Harry Singh, of
Mountain Mike’s Pizza, asked to be
allowed to have someone standing
along Moraga Road with a sign from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. to signal the open
buffet. Board members were not en-
thused by this request. Gayle
Somers of Café Hacienda, who is
working on another location near
Chef Chao, asked to be able to signal
her incoming business with a banner
for as long as the remodel lasts. The
board did not agree to allow a banner
for longer than one month at a time.
... continued on page A8
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HoLIDAY SALE

50% OFF

/' HALO DIAMOND
~/ SOLITAIRE PENDANT
./ NECKLACE

1.0cttw reg $6,799 SALE $3,399

5 3dcttw reg$4399 SALE $2,209
1/2cttw reg$2399 SALE$1,199

DIAMOND STUD
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2.0cttw reg$13,999 SALE $6,999
1.5cttw reg $7,999 SALE $3,999
1.0cttw reg $3,999 SALE $1,999

MORAGA JEWELERS

562 Center St., Rheem Valley Shopping Center
(925) 376-1283
FULL WATCH & JEWELRY REPAIR SERVICES ON SITE.

OPEN M-F 10AM-5:30PM, SAT 10AM-4PM
SPECIAL SUNDAY HOURS: DECS8, 15 & 22, 11:00AM TO 4:00PM
CHRISTMAS EVE 9AM-5PM
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ALAIN PINEL

REALTORS

Toyon Road
Lafayette

Breathtaking views! One-of-a-kind, Tuscan
styled, 5 bedroom, 3.5 bath home that
exudes a passion for living. No detail has
been overlooked. Available for presale.

$2,450,000 Karen Richardson

163 Crestview Drive, Orinda

Peaceful privacy, views and flat lawn area
make this charming and spacious 3 bedroom
2 bath home ideal. Close to 12 years of top
rated Orinda schools, year-round Farmer’s
Market and shops.

163CrestviewDr.com
$999,000 Cheryl Hata & Lori Legler

25 Richelle Court, Lafayette

Awesome views! Privacy! Fantastic location!
Modern home with open floor plan, three
bedrooms plus den, two baths, luxurious
master bath, new kitchen, sparkling pool and
wonderful garden areas.

25RichelleCt.com

$1,399,000 Lori Legler

390 Hermosa Court, Lafayette

Enjoy the warmth, charm & character of this
3bd/1ba Burton Valley home. Situated on a
fantastic cul-de-sac, this 1180+/-sf home lives
large. Sensational .36+/-acre mostly flat lot.
Perfect expansion opportunity.

$879,000 Lisa Brydon & Kristi lves

Wishing You
Hope, Joy & Prosperity

From all of us at
Alain Pinel Realtors

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

ORINDA |

2 Theatre Square, Suite 215 925.258.1111
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Orinda

Civic News
Public Meetings

—

City Council
TBA

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Jan. 14, 7 p.m.

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Historical Landmark

Committee

Tuesday, Jan. 28, 3 p.m.
Gallery Room, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

School Board Meeting

Orinda Union School District
Monday, Jan. 13, 6 p.m.
OUSD Office, Vintage Building
25 Orinda Way, Suite 200
www.orindaschools.org

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Correction, issue date Dec
4, 2013, "Orinda City Council
Adopts Housing Element:"
The Orinda resident quoted
in the article was Arthur
Roth, not Arthur Ross.

* New
Owners

*New
Attitude

*30

Years

in the
Industry!

3344 Mt Diablo Bivd
in Lafayette
O25-284 -4440
lamarindafloors.com

Monday
Night

Tuesday

Monday -
Thursday

Entrée

Tuesday &
Wednesdays

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Maureen

Wilbur

CA DRE #01268536
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©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC. DRE License # 01908304
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A Year of Tumult and Triumph: Amy
Worth Concludes Third Term as Mayor

By Laurie Snyder

o

AMY WORTH

“WHEREAS, Orinda residents really
do refer to Amy as the ‘Mother of the
4th Bore’ of the Caldecott Tunnel ...
the City Council honors Amy Worth
for her service as 2013 Mayor of
Orinda, and thanks her for her time-
less commitment and dedication to
the citizens of Orinda.”

raised by her fellow Orinda City

Council members as “a major
powerhouse when it comes to Bay
Area transportation issues,” Amy
Worth concluded her third term as
mayor of the city of Orinda Dec. 3.
Sue Severson and Steve Glazer were
named mayor and vice mayor that

Photo Ohlen Alexander

same night as Worth returned to her
regular council seat.

In 2013, Orindans witnessed,
quite literally, the light at the end of
the tunnel when the Metropolitan
Transportation Commission opened
the Caldecott Tunnel’s fourth bore
and Bay Bridge eastern span. “For me
as an Orinda City Council member,
it’s important that freeways work ef-
ficiently,” explained Worth of her
leadership as mayor and MTC’s chair.
“A lot of families are commuting for
their jobs.” Worth was also liaison to
the Contra Costa Mayors’ Confer-
ence, League of California Cities, As-

sociation of Bay Area Governments,
Contra Costa County Transit Author-
ity, Lamorinda School Bus Authority,
Southwest Area Transportation Com-
mittee, and numerous other organiza-
tions.

Repair of the Tarabrook sinkhole
and replacement of the Manzanita
Bridge began. Ground broke on
Eden’s senior living facility, another
Wilder playfield opened, and new
homes sprouted from sites in Oak
Springs, Orinda Grove and Wilder.

“I don’t think we’ve had a year in
many, many years that has been as
challenging,” observed Glazer, refer-
ring to months of four- and five-hour
council meetings and calling Worth’s
leadership superb. “You were under
the spotlight, I think, more than any
mayor has been, in terms of the chal-
lenging issues that we’ve been facing
as a city. And I just think that you’ve
been amazing for your graciousness,
and for your diplomacy, and for your
kindness and inclusiveness.”

“When you’re a small city in the
larger community like the 19 cities of
Contra Costa County, or the San
Francisco Bay Area Region,” added
Councilmember Victoria Smith, “you
need to reach out and make connec-
tions and build those relationships
with others so that you make sure that
you get your fair share of the trans-

portation regional funds, of the Meas-
ure J and Measure C sales tax money.
And Amy has been instrumental in
doing that for us — in serving in a re-
gional capacity, in serving outside of
Orinda in order to represent Orinda’s
interests for all of us.”

Said Worth, “Twenty-eight years
ago when [ walked door to door,
working on incorporation, I believed
so strongly in having a local govern-
ment, in us being able to have a gov-
emmment in Orinda so that our
constituents come locally and partic-
ipate in creating our own destiny. And
I think it’s really worked so well in the
28 years, and this year we had an ex-
ceptional opportunity to have a lot
more public meetings, a lot of partic-
ipation, and it was really, really won-
derful.”

“I’m very pleased, after the end of
this year, that Orinda residents can
drive over a safe bridge, drive through
a safe tunnel, and no more merging
from four lanes to two. And, I’'m also
really pleased, for the first time in the
history of Orinda, we have submitted
a housing element to the state for cer-
tification. I think that’s a great mile-
stone for our community. And
regionally, we’ve been able to plan for
transportation investment and hous-
ing for our children and grandchildren
as the region moves forward.”

Orinda City Clerk Michele Olsen Reflects on Her
Decade of Service to the Community

By Laurie Snyder
’ I Vime flies when you’re a city

official — especially when you
advocate for engaging citizens in
government like Michele Olsen.
The Orinda city clerk since 2006,
Olsen began working for the city 10
years ago. Her department, as de-
fined by the Association of City
Clerks of California, is one “within
the municipal government upon
which the city council, all City de-
partments, and the general public
rely for information regarding the
operations and legislative history of
the City.”
Charged by state law with over-
seeing local elections, legislation,
and Public Records, Political Re-

form, and Brown Act matters, Olsen
also administers the Oath of Office
to newly elected council members,
and helps Orinda ensure “compli-
ance with all federal, state and local
statutes and regulations and that all
actions are properly executed,
recorded, and archived.” Responsi-
ble for maintaining the Municipal
Code and Conflict of Interest pro-
gram, she is also the custodian of
the city seal, and acts as the local fil-
ing officer for officials submitting
Fair Political Practices Commis-
sion-required financial disclosures.
But Olsen, whose job requires
her to be in tune with changing
laws, government codes and tech-

nology, is also “old school” in one
very interesting way. When she
votes, she still does it at her desig-
nated polling place in Orinda so that
she can feel connected to the
process — and with her own kids
right there watching and learning.
“They’re comfortable within gov-
ernment and the community,” she
says. “They know what it means to
be an Orindan.”

Of her many duties, it is Olsen’s
administration of the city’s recruit-
ment of citizens to serve on
Orinda’s commissions and the re-
sponsibilities she holds for “con-
ducting elections in an impartial
manner and acting as a link for the

Lunch &
Dinner
Open T Days

NOW OPEN

The Best from Mexico to California

Weekend
Brunch
gam=Jpm

MENCAL

Bistro Fusion Cuisine x Bar
local & organic & sustainable

65 Moraga Way, Orinda | 925.253.7777
32T Hartz Ave., Danville | 925.838.8588
World Class Margaritas » Regional Specialties
Fine Wines + Private Banguet Rooms
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transparent exchange of information
between residents and their local
government” that give her the great-
est professional satisfaction.

With an average of three vacan-
cies each on planning, parks, fi-
nance and other citizen bodies for
2014, she hopes that more residents
will apply than ever before. “City
commissions are critical because
important issues are evaluated there
before they reach the city council.
Council members want to know the
issues have been evaluated before
they weigh in.”

To those with time constraints,
she says, “At least stay informed.
We have two independent papers —
the Lamorinda Weekly and the
Orinda News — that focus on us and
on what’s going on, and on provid-
ing outlets for people to speak.”

For those who do have time to
give back, she says, it can be very
rewarding. “Volunteers run this
community. Volunteers run the city.
Your council members are volun-
teers; your commissioners are vol-
unteers. That’s what makes Orinda
so special.”

Applications for the volunteer
bodies are due by Jan. 3, 2014. To
learn more about how you can be-
come involved, visit the city’s
website, or contact Olsen at:
(925) 253-4221; molsen@city-
oforinda.org.
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Happy Holidays
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McCartt

Construction Inc.
Custom Homes & Renovations

Building in Lamorinda Since 1999

(925) 376-5717

meccarttconstruction@msn.com

Wishing all of my clients, friends and neighbors

joyful holidays and best wishes for a healthy and

prosperous new year!  Frank Woodward

Frank Woodward

Orinda, CA | 4 Realtor®, Previews Property Specialist ﬁ"%
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Orinda Mayor’s 2013 Awards for Excellence

By Laurie Snyder
Orinda Intermediate School (OIS) Seniors Around Town Lamorinda ldol
Green Team Soloist

Photos Ohlen Alexander

Acknowledged with cheers and applause, the Orinda Intermediate
School Green Team was given the Community Improvement Award
for promoting recycling and conservation on the OIS campus and
increasing awareness by their fellow students of environmental is-
sues via field trips, composting and recycling activities, film screen-

Seniors Around Town, the only program of its kind in Contra Costa
County, was honored for keeping residents active and engaged by
connecting older Orindans who no longer drive with younger com- Tosca Maltzman, a Miramonte

; . : ’ munity members who still do. Hundreds of appointments were High School junior and winner
ings, Orinda Action Day, and Bike-to-School Day. kept a¥1d new friendships made thanks to frer)vqunteer, door-to- in ?he LamorJinda Idol high
Share your thoughtsl insights and opinions with  door transportation. “It has helped build community,” said Worth. school soloist category, rocked
. . Kate Wiley and Eartha Newsong accepted the award for the pro- the council chamber with her
your community. Send a letter to the editor: gram which began with a grant from the Metropolitan Transporta-  rendition of “The House of the
letters@lamorindaweekly.com tion Commission. Rising Sun”

The Real Estate Firm People Trust

Coldwll aker Orinda

Wishing you warmth, happiness and memorable
moments this holiday season.

Thank you for making Coldwell Banker your
trusted choice in real estate.

Happy Holidays, Lamorinda.

N
Kl L \ 'i
LS
ORINDA 5 Moraga Way 925.253.4600 | 2 Theatre Square, Suite 211 925.253.6300

CaliforniaMoves.com | E3/cbnorcal | E3/cbmarketingwest | iis/coldwellbanker

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. RESIDENTIAL BROKERALE
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4 “We can’t imagine spending our
V. = best years anywhere

but home.”

Our Life. Our Memories. Our Home.
Live Well at Home with Home Care Assistance!

* NEW! Home Care Assistance is the only home care agency to train caregivers
in cognitive stimulation. We help clients prevent symptoms of cognitive
decline in the comfort of their home with expertly designed, yet fun and easy,
cognitive activities.

* Home Care Assistance is the only senior care company with a Home Care
University to train and develop caregiver employees.

* Home Care Assistance has produced a renowned healthy longevity webinar
series in partnership with the American Society on Aging and an award-
winning senior wellness book series, including Happy to 102 and Mind Over
Gray Matter, which are available at Amazon.

Meet Jill. Jill Cabeceiras is the client care manager for the
East Bay. She has been working with older adults for more
than ten years and is an expert on managing care within the
home. Let Jill help you and your family!

Call Jill to schedule your free assessment today!

925.820-839(0 | 190-G Alamo Plaza

Alamo, CA 94507
HomeCareAssistance.com We've moved to Alamol!

Home (are
ASSISTANCE
1-866-4-Liveln®
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v Share your thoughts with our community!

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and
not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will
|Z include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only
accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only).
Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a

space-available basis. email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com;
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.0.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Editor:

The personal e-mails of Orinda City Council member Sue Severson
to and from a developer, concerning a desirable parcel in Orinda
Village, have been publicized. The other council members just unan-
imously elected her to be our next mayor.

These e-mails preceded a tumultuous drafting of Orinda’s Housing
Element. An extremely problematic draft in June, written without
any public input, enticed several hundred outraged citizens to attend
city council meetings. Many Orindans concerned with preserving
the semi-rural character of the city and initiating transparency in City
Hall commented publicly and wrote detailed letters. Twelve hundred
citizens signed a petition opposing this early draft. A recurrent com-
plaint was that Orinda conceded more than was legally required. Ini-
tially, City Council and staff ignored and then insulted these Orinda
residents, referring to us as misinformed and paranoid. Eventually,
some of our edits were incorporated into the lengthy document.
However, the final draft adopted by City Council contains statements
that could make Orinda susceptible to manipulation by developers.
They are counting on the fact that Orindans are too busy with fam-
ilies and careers to pay attention to these arcane issues.

If you cherish our semi-rural character or just want to have a say in
our destiny, stay informed by attending council meetings or listening
to the recorded audio afterward. Join a citizen group that focuses
on Orinda affairs. Then, have your voice heard by writing e-mails

Celebrating our 10" Annivers lamall e
. ™ _:"i\‘"_ I} R —
a _ vl B (B Bsoston

maranits’
Panasonic

FEEErT R AIFT R

Free-In-Home Estimates

925-209-7001

P.O. Box 365
Moraga, CA 94556

Oftering Complete
Systems, Upgrades &

Universal Remote Solutions
Proudly Serving The Lamorinda
Community Since 2002

Happy Holidays from 5A

Storage is the perfect place to hide Christmas Gifts until vou need them, & it's
the perfect place to keep Christmas Decorations until you need them next year!

Right Now 5A has storage units
at 25% OFF, and the price holds
for 2 months!

These units are prime sizes in 9 x 10 and smaller...
don’t wait - quantities are limited!*

Don't forget “Santa’s Secret Wrapping Room”™ at 5A.
I Wrap all your gifts for free - paper, ribbon, tape &
scissors are waiting to help vou get vour gift
wrapping done fast!

HEHT@SPACE
Store It Yourself & Save

455 MorAaGA ROAD, SUITE F

(925) 631-7000

WiYWW. SASPACE.COM

ASK FOR YOUR 201 3 NEIGHBORHOOD
COUPOMS WHEN YOU COME VISIT US!

IS LY

"Slorage unil aala limibed (o unils on hand: 181 come, 18l served. Do axpire Das. 31, 2003

to council members or speaking at council meetings.

Bruce London
Orinda

Join our Public Forum

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities
that requires more than the 350 words to which we must limit Letters to the Editor,
don't despair! You can submit your letter to our Public Forum section. Just send your
letter to letters@lamorindaweekly.com and let us know you'd like to be

considered for the Public Forum.

Civic News Lafayette

Much Smalle

r Terraces

Development Proposed

... continued from page A2

The signs of a pending denial
were hard to miss. Recently the
Design Review Commission sent
their recommendation not to sup-
port the project to the Planning
Commission; that, coupled with
the 13 significant and unavoid-
able impacts noted in the Envi-
ronmental Impact Report, made
an official denial of the project,
and thus the possible lawsuit, a
near guarantee.

Looking for a better solution,
the developer and the City Coun-
cil came together to find some-
thing that would be acceptable to
all parties, including community
members. What they came up
with delivers single family homes
that are consistent with the neigh-
borhood north of the freeway,
preserves open space, continues
to route traffic away from the
Pleasant Hill Road bottleneck,
and creates significant public
benefit.

Many residents at the meeting
were smitten with the Christmas
list of public benefit items, espe-
cially the all-weather sports field,
given the growing number of
players in Lafayette and limited
existing fields. Additional park-
ing right at the corner of Deer Hill
and Pleasant Hill Road is also
sorely needed for pick up and

drop off of students and for users
of the park facilities.

Deal points include the city
purchasing Parcel B for $1.8 mil-
lion, “not coincidentally” said
Falk, this is the amount the city
has already set aside in its park-
land acquisition fund. The devel-
oper, O’Brien, would use that
money to build the above-ground
all weather soccer/lacrosse field,
dog park, tot-lot and parking lot.
The park improvements become
the property of the city. Still
unanswered is who will pay for
maintenance of the amenities.

The alternative plan Falk intro-
duced will be discussed more thor-
oughly in public meetings on Jan.
13 and 22 at the Veterans Memo-
rial Building. At that juncture, if
the City Council wishes to pursue
it further, the new proposal will go
through the regular review process
that includes the Circulation Com-
mission, Design Review, Parks
Trails and Recreation Commission
and Planning Commission. Coun-
cilmember and immediate past
mayor Mike Anderson was open
to explore this option. “It’s foolish
not to give this alternative an op-
portunity.” Falk’s presentation,
deal points, and maps are now
posted on www.lovelafayette.org
under Hot Topics.

Civic News Moraga
Signs Under Scrutiny

... continued from page AS

Kathe Nelson, the executive
director of the chamber of com-
merce, emphasized the need for
the new rules to be equitable and
enforceable, with simple stan-
dards that are clear and concise.
Presently the rules are very diffi-
cult to enforce, unless the signs
are in the public right of way, be-

cause there is no code enforce-
ment regulation like there is in
other jurisdictions.

The revisions will be re-
viewed by the Planning Commis-
sion before being presented for
the Town Council’s approval
early next year.
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Real Estate Chair, Lafayette Partners in Education

www.JulieBarlier.com

Lamorinda Fire News Briefs

By Nick Marnell

Triage for the Med Squad

In September, the Contra Costa
County Fire Protection District
placed into temporary service a
two-person squad car to respond
to low-level medical emergen-
cies, freeing up firefighters and
engines to tackle more serious
fire and emergency incidents.
The unit was deployed at ConFire
station 1 in Walnut Creek, mid-
way between two closed district
stations: Walnut Creek station 4
and Lafayette station 16. Fire
chief Jeff Carman requested at the
Dec. 3 Board of Supervisors
meeting that the medical squad
program be extended.

“The stats up until day 60 were
inconsistent,” said Carman, re-
porting on the data from the trial
period. “I will make some oper-
ational adjustments to the squad
allowing them to run even more
medical calls than what they did
the first 90 days, and by doing
this consistently for the next 90
days we can gather even more
conclusive data.”

Supervisor Mary Piepho asked
the chief to add a report on the
public perception of a tricked-out
pickup truck responding to med-
ical calls. "They're used to seeing
ambulances used in emergency

response and they're used to see-
ing a fire truck at an emergency
response," she said. "How is the
public reacting to this?"

The $170,000 expense for an ad-
ditional 90-day trial period was
unanimously approved by the su-
pervisors.

Fitch Report Update

Also at the Dec. 3 Board of Su-
pervisors meeting, Fitch and As-
sociates, LLC, a fire and medical
service consulting firm, provided
an interim report on the com-
pany's comprehensive study of
the operations of the Contra Costa
County Fire Protection District.
The study was commissioned by
the board in February, to investi-
gate alternative delivery models
of fire and emergency medical
service. The district has struggled
through years of property tax rev-
enue shortfalls, and has plowed
through its reserve funds and
closed fire stations to remain in
operation.

Consultant Guillermo Fuentes
conducted the two-hour presenta-
tion, which was peppered with
charts, graphs and slide after slide
of data, covering funding, call
distribution, response times, and
risk/reward analysis. Its conclu-
sion restated the meme that has

circulated throughout the district
for years: ConFire needs to pur-
sue alternative funding sources
and reinvest in capital.

Fitch representative Jim Broman,
a former fire chief, summed up
the district's plight. "ConFire is
under resourced," he said. "Even
before the station closings you
were very, very lean. And you've
had to marginalize that even fur-
ther."

While short on offering solutions
for revenue generation, the Fitch
study presented three operational
options to the district: keep its
current staffing model, deploy a
combination of two- and three-
person units, or introduce EMS-
specific personnel into the
system. Regardless which model
is chosen, the study projects that
ConFire will be sustainable only
until 2017.

"It would be nice if we could run
a fire department on statistics
alone," said Carman. "But it's not
that simple." Carman has formed
a committee of labor and man-
agement to look at every aspect of
the ConFire organization. "We'll
go back to the drawing board and
build our organization using 23
companies," he said. "The bottom
line is, that we will have to oper-

ate with some stations closed all
or part of the time, because we
simply can't afford to operate all
of the stations until our revenue
improves."

"We're having to deal with what's
being presented to us, not with
what we'd like," said supervisor
Karen Mitchoff. "The report
paints a picture; it gives us op-
tions. But the Fitch Report does
not solve our problems."

The company plans to fine tune
the report and release the first
draft to the public Jan. 10.

Moraga-Orinda
Fire District
Board of
- & Directors
: Meetings

Next meetings:
Wednesday, Dec. 18
check website for updates

(Go to www.mofd.org as the meeting
date approaches for location and
more information)
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COMPLETE

Valid until Jan. 31, 2014

FREE

Law Offices of
Lauren Smykowski

INITIAL
CONSULTATION

LIVING TRUST

Plan Includes:

Trust Agreement

Pour Over Will

Guardianship of Minor Children
Power of Attorney for Finance
Community Property Agreement
Transfer of Real Property into Trust

Advanced Medical Directives, /nc/uding:

o Power of Attorney for Health Care
e Living Will
o HIPAA

Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek

Real Estate...Simplified!

- Orinda Office Agents &
Adam Hamalian
Ann Cantrell
Barbara Harkins
Beata Sacha-Kobus
Brook Forkas
Cathy Dimalanta
Cris Maltzman
Dana Fillinger
Dana Simi-Wilson
Doug Faulkner
Elizabeth Haslam
Florence Jones
Fred Klaske
Iva Jackson
Janine Hunt
Jim Colhoun
John Fazel
Julie Georgiou
Kathy Wu
Kress Hauri
Kyle Quesnoy
Larry Jacobs
Lee Tracy
Len Cohn
Linda Garvey
Lisa Shaffer

Maura Aars

Monica Clarke
Nazli Monahan
Norla Torres-Turney
Oksana Lawlor
Parmijit Singh
Paul Hunt

Randy Shaffer

Rosemary Tool
Ruth Eddy
Sassa Oznowicz
Sheri Wedlake
Tania DeGroot
Teresa Ramirez
Teresa Roman
Tina Van Arsdale
Tomi lzuno
Yvonne Del Bene

Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate

Mariah Bradford-Urban

Maureen Caldwell-Meurer

Rachel Lederman Liu

Regina Englehart, Branch Manager

Staff:

Thank you for your continued support throughout this past year.

FROM OUR NEWHOME TO YOURS...

Happy Holidays, and best wishes to you and your family for a

happy, healthy, and prosperous 2014!

Please visit us at our new location:
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89 Davis Road Suite 100, Ormda 925.254.0440

www.bhghome.com/Orinda
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REAL ESTATE

MASON-McDUFFIE

Our Orinda office is uniquely positioned as a gateway for sellers and buyers around the Bay Area;

a central hub for our 30 Better Homes and Gardens offices.
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Lamorinda Retail Wards Oft the Pessimists

By Sophie Braccini
“ N J hile some analysts say re-
tailers didn't get what they

wanted from Black Friday and
they will need to make it up in the
next few weeks, several Lamor-
inda retailers are saying sales have
been strong thanks to some cre-
ative thinking that has pulled the
community into the smaller stores
and away from big box retail.
Orchard Nursery, which has
been in Lafayette since 1946, has
seen ups and downs, and felt the
sting of the recession over the past
four years, but has seen a change
in 2013. “We’ve sold in one week-
end (Dec. 6 and 7) as many Christ-
mas trees as we did since 2011,”
said Chris Martinez, an Orchard
manager who’s been working at
the nursery for more than 30 years.
“What we sell is discretionary, so
when the economy is down, we
suffer, and we’ve had a rough
patch since 2008. But this year

people feel more confident. They
are buying more, earlier; we even
sold 11-foot Christmas trees last
Saturday.” Owner Tom Courtright
added that sales of Christmas trees
and ornaments started earlier this
year, with 20 percent of last year’s
total sales sold during the month of
November. “I’m happy!” he said.
While Orchard didn’t do any
special promotions for Black Fri-
day — they rely on their reputation
and their Christmas boutique that
attracts generations of shoppers
from all over the Bay Area — other
retailers got creative. “We thought
we’d do something crazy,” said
Venture Quality Goods’ co-owner
Tom Stenzel, who sent a Black Fri-
day email blast to Venture cus-
tomers offering a free sale item
with the purchase of any regular
item. It was a real door buster for
the Mount Diablo Boulevard store.
“We did twice as well as last year;

Andrew Wylie, Connie King, and Kent Rothfuss at Sweet Dreams

the store was bustling all day,” said
co-owner Rosylyn Stenzel.

“We provide an alternative to
the usual craziness of holiday
shopping,” added Tom Stenzel,
“and because we offer unique qual-
ity clothing that people can’t find
somewhere else in the East Bay,
they come here.”

The Stenzels noted that cus-
tomers like shopping in a store
where the atmosphere is relaxed
and it’s easy to find a parking space
— a sentiment shared by customers
at Across the Way in Moraga.
Manager Susan Marconi has been
selling top-of-the-line accessories
for the home and garden for seven
years in the Moraga Shopping
Center, ‘across the way’ from Mor-
aga Hardware and Lumber, and is
very happy with the beginning of
the season. This year the store or-
dered a conservative number of the
LED ornaments, but by Dec. 7, it
had already sold half of them, “and
there is no way to re-order,” Mar-
coni said. She, too, believes that
shoppers understand that buying
locally benefits the community,
and when they can find the quality
they seek at a good price, they will
frequent local businesses. “Le
Creuset cookware is a good exam-
ple (of my competitiveness), the
sale price of big chain retail is my
regular price,” she said.

Sweet Dreams Candy and Toys
in Orinda’s Theatre Square is also
looking for ways to keep shoppers
away from the Walnut Creek chain
stores and manager Connie King
says that the holiday celebration
for families, offered by the
Square’s owner, was the right idea.
“So many people came for the
Holiday Winter Wonderland and
tree lighting ceremony with a lot of
activities for the kids,” she said,
adding that it was a great way to
keep people in town and out of
Walnut Creek. GLL Real Estate
Partners offered a series of events
for the community (see related
story on page Al) that translated
for some into purchasing.

Creating an experience and a
community feel is the recipe that
seems to be working for these local
retailers. J. Colleen Boutique
owner Julie Rubio agreed. “People
like coming here away from mas-
sive shopping to find something
unique. They are getting the con-
cept of sophisticated boutiques
where they get a whole experi-
ence,” she said. Customers came
to her Lafayette Circle store Dec. 7
as part of Small Business Saturday
for the sophisticated women’s
fashions — along with chocolate
and champagne. Then a large
crowd arrived for a first reading of
the book “Trap The EIf” by local
author Susan Oppelt, and after-
ward mothers and their children
happily explored the many areas of
the store. “Since the beginning of
the month we’ve been doing very
well,” said Rubio. “Creating a
whole artistic experience for our
shoppers as well as showcasing
unique designers is what we are
about.”

More good fun and bargains
are yet to come in Lamorinda. For
example, the big end-of-the-year
sale is still on the horizon at Or-
chard. “We start by discounting 20
percent on Dec. 22, all the way to
50 percent on Dec. 27,” said Mar-
tinez about the popular year-end
event. “It is so funny; people come
in advance, spot what they want —
some even try to hide some items
to be sure to be able to purchase
them on the 27th!”

Lamorinda retail is not short on
fun and cheer.
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Pear Wine from Moraga Pears

Vincenza Ranch, (925) 708-8342

Asia Palace 1460 Moraga Rd, Moraga

(925) 376-0809

Tony Inzerillo usually

makes wine from
grapes, but when he
saw the enormous

amount of pears that
could not be harvested
at the top of the trees in
the orchard next to
Joaquin Moraga Inter-
mediate  School he
thought he could do
something with it. After
calling around, Inzerillo was told he couldn’t use a ladder to pick the
fruit, “so we used a man-lift and harvested tons of fruit (after all the
lower fruit had been picked and taken to the food bank),” he explained.
Inzerillo said it was a huge project involving Lamorinda Winegrowers
Association members — some members provided bottles, one member
created the perfect recipe — and it resulted in the 2013 Moraga Holiday
Pear Wine that is fruity and fresh, and pleasant to the palate. “We
thought our wine would go well with spicy Chinese food, so we took it
to Alan at Asia Palace. He loved it and decided to offer it in his restau-
rant,” said Inzerillo. “We produced it with no sulfur; the pears were
never treated, so this is an organic product with an alcohol content of
about 6 percent.”

(right) and John Piermattei présént

y
Tony Inzerillo
the 2013 Moraga pear wine. Photo Sophie Braccini

Meet New Owner of Loard’s Ice Cream in Moraga
1480 Moraga Rd., suite H, Moraga

(925) 388-0695 &TI E .,_E‘

A few months ago
Claudina  Ovenden
was still a CVS man-
ager in Orinda where
she lives and is raising

her three kids with her
husband, David.
Neighbor, Brook

Stubblefield, owner of
Loard’s Ice Cream
next door to CVS,
used to come by and
became friends with
Ovenden. “One night my husband and I had a conversation about
opening a family business in downtown Orinda,” remembers Oven-
den, “but there was no availability.” The very next day, when Stub-
blefield came to CVS, she mentioned that the manager of her Moraga
store had left. When Ovenden asked about the job, Stubblefield told
her she probably couldn’t afford her as an employee, but said that she
was ready to sell the store. After a few weeks of negotiation, the deal
was closed and now the Ovendens — husband and wife — are co-own-
ers of Loard’s Ice Cream in Moraga. “My husband is a retired elec-
trical engineer,” says Ovenden. “He comes by to help.” In her new
store, Ovenden beams with pride, she has become a master cake dec-
orator. “We get all our ice cream from the Loard’s San Leandro man-
ufacturer, then we make all the cakes and do special prep here in the
store.” Ovenden says she loves decorating cakes; she also created ice
cream pies, and a new ice cream cake sundae. “During this season
we also sell a lot of our ‘snowballs,’” she notes. The snowballs are a
ball of traditional vanilla ice cream rolled in coconut flakes, “but you
can order different flavors,” adds Ovenden.

W
! = ot i
Claudina Ovenden decorates a birthday cake in the
Moraga Loard’s prep area. ~ Photo Sophie Braccini

Reusable Bags at Venture Display Lafayette Pride
3571 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
(925) 385-0259
www.venturegoods.com

While on vacation in Los Angeles,
Venture Quality Goods co-owner
Rosylyn Stenzel found quality
reusable bags that can be personal-
ized. She contacted the manufac-
turer, Apolis, which is a company
that empowers communities world-
wide with a commitment to global
advocacy through industry and un-
derstands of the importance of man-
ufacturing locally. “The bags are
made in Bangladesh by a commu-
nity of women,” Stenzel says. “The
handles are leather, made in LA.
We asked to add the Lafayette logo
that you can’t get anywhere else.” The bags are waterproof on the
inside and have become very popular. “People get them to use as gift
wrap, realtors get piles of them for their clients, they are used for
swim bags or grocery shopping,” says Stenzel.
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Lafayette shopping bag at Venture
Quality Goods  Photo provided

News for the three Chambers of Commerce

Lafayette

Last Entrepreneur Club meeting of the year from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19. The chamber offices will be closed from Dec. 24
to Jan. 1.

Moraga

Chamber office grand opening from 8 a.m. to noon Monday, Jan. 6.
Come say “hi” to Kathe Nelson in her new office in the LaSalla build-
ing of the Hacienda de las Flores, 2100 Donald Dr.

Save the date for the first chamber business meeting of the year at
7:30 a.m. Friday, Jan. 31 at the Hacienda de las Flores.

Orinda
Stay tuned for new events in 2014.

If you have a business brief to share, please
contact Sophie Braccini at
sophie@lamorindaweekly.com



Wednesday, December 18, 2013

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Summerhill Homes Moves Forward

By Sophie Braccini
Summerhill Homes has two de-

velopment projects well under
way in Moraga. The first is the Ran-
cho Laguna II project. On Dec. 2 the
Planning Commission confirmed the
Conceptual and General Develop-
ment Plan for the project’s 27 pro-
posed single-family residences, 10 of
which would be built along Rheem
Boulevard and 17 nestled among the
hills of the almost 180 acres of vacant
land. Then on Dec.16, Summerhill
asked the Planning Commission to
look at another General Development
plan, this one for a property on
Camino Ricardo, which would build
26 single family residences on 14.24
acres.

The plan Summerhill presented
for Camino Ricardo is a synthesis of
18 months of study, including five dif-
ferent study sessions with town
boards and commissions and many
hours of work with staff. The devel-

oper also proposed a development
agreement.

All of this initial effort resulted in
modifications to the project that in-
crease the diversity of the homes’ ap-
pearance, minimize the grading and
create a more interesting roadway.

The Design Review Board has
approved the concept as it was pre-
sented. Three architectural styles are
proposed: “Early California,” “Bay
Area Traditional” and “Arts and
Crafts,” with many architectural de-
tails such as pitched rooflines and use
of dormers, gables and eaves. All of
the proposed homes would be two-
story structures and would be de-
signed to meet at least 70 points on
the Build it Green checklist, which
means that the project exceeds current
Moraga code requirements for energy
efficiency. Rooftop solar photovoltaic
panels would be offered as an option
to home buyers.

A development agreement is a
contract between a local jurisdiction
and person who has ownership or
control of a property. The purpose of
the agreement is to specify the stan-
dards and conditions that will govern
development of the property; it pro-
vides mutual benefits to both parties.
The developer offers elements that
further the town’s vision and provides
benefits to the community, while for
the developer the agreement is a guar-
antee that the rules and regulations in
effect at the time of approval will not
be subject to subsequent changes. In
this case, the proposed development
agreement includes a number of on-
site and off-site public improvements
including dedication and improve-
ment of the public park/open space,
construction of a pedestrian sidewalk
along Camino Ricardo, construction
of a public “outlook point,” payment
and vesting of certain fees. It also in-

" 925-377-0977
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cludes a lump-sum payment that the
town can apply to the construction of
pedestrian improvements along Mor-
aga Road, with the precise improve-
ments to be determined through the
Livable Moraga Road project that is
currently underway.

The Dec. 16 meeting took place
after press deadline. The Planning
Commission was expected to decide
if it wanted staff to prepare the reso-
lutions for approval of the Conceptual
and General Development Plan and
to continue the hearing to Jan. 6.

Upsurge of Commercial Theft in Moraga

... continued rom page A4

A few weeks ago Vigil and her
employees spotted the strange behav-
ior of a woman who filled a cart with
food, then left the store, followed by
another woman who came by to re-
trieve the cart and take it briskly away.
“We do not run after people who do
that,” says Vigil, “we call the police
with the information about the car and
the direction it’s heading.”

Moraga police sergeant Brian
South took charge of the case and im-
mediately contacted the Orinda po-
lice, since the silver Chevrolet Astro
van had been seen moving toward
Orinda. The three female accom-
plices were caught in front of Bever-
ages and More and subsequently
arrested for stealing $1,000 worth of
goods from Safeway and for posses-
sion of rock cocaine that was found in
the car.

“We also made an arrest at Home
Goods of a lady who stole objects
there and in other Bay Area stores,”
said South, “and recently we arrested
another female who tried to pass a
fake $50 bill at Safeway.” Vigil says
that the cashier looked at the bill

through the light and noticed that the
bright yellow water mark that should
be visible next to the picture was not
there. Police were called and arrived
in time to arrest the woman.

“Trying to pass counterfeit
money is a very serious crime,” says
South, “and we have to get the Secret
Service involved.”

At Moraga Hardware, Snider has
become an expert in detecting coun-
terfeit money; he even bought the
same type of infrared machine that is
used by a local bank. “People use old
$5 bills that they wash, then they print
the $100 marking on it,” says Snider.
“So if someone uses a currency-check
pen that detects fake money, it will
show up as being fine. But if you
hold it to the light, you won’t see the
watermark embedded into the paper
showing a portrait of Ben Franklin
that is identical to the one printed on
the face of the bill, instead you’ll see
the figure 5.””

Lafayette police chief Eric Chris-
tensen sent out an alert to business
owners Dec. 10 relating a similar
story — someone in Lafayette had just

Lafayette police chief Eric Christensen offers this list of the security fea-

tures of U.S. currency.

passed a fake $100 bill that was
forged from a $5 bill.

Snider says that when people
want to pass counterfeit currency,
they first go to stores with a real $100
bill to check the local procedure.
“When they see that we use the in-
frared machine, they never come
back!” beams Snider.
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Up to $1900

The Haddon Family, Orinda Residents, Owners/Operators
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Your comfort is our #1 priority

inow available. Call Today!
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925-521-1380

www.haddonheatingcooling.com
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%' THIS SEASON SHALL CHANGE ALL
- GRIEF & QUARREL INTO LOVE.

...Shakespeare

The watermark: On the right side of the bill, the same president that is
depicted upon the face of the bill should be on the watermark.

Mylar thread: Within the left side of the bill, there is a Mylar thread
which should show the same denomination as that shown on the bill.
Color-shifting ink: On the number on the lower left hand corner, the
value of the currency should change color as you move the bill from a
green/brown to black.

Micro-printing: On larger denomination bills, there is micro-printing
inside the numeric value in the lower left corner. The typing within the
number should read USA and the value of the bill repeated over and
over again; for example, USA20 USA20 USA20.

The feel and sound of the bill: Probably the best security feature is the
texture of the bill; the currency should make a low, thudding sound

Wishing My Clients
& The Lamorinda Community
a Holiday Season of Joy & Magic
& A New Year Filled With
Hope, Peace & Prosperity.

DAVID PIERCE| Broker-Realtor
925 . 254 . 5984
david.pierce@cbnorcal.com
www.davidpierce.net
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LAFAYETTE
Flaza Center

Towm

FREE Gift Wrap

On items 15.00 or more

DANVILLE

MORAGA

& Couniry Moraga Center

M aulous

FREE Gift Wrap

On items 15.00 or more

COUNTRYWOOD
Treat & Bancrof

MONTCLAIR
6211 Medau Place,

ORIMDA,
Willage Square

CLAYTON ROAD
Wineyard Center
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MICHAELVERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.

General Contractor

925 631 1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.

Lic# 681593

“A little bit of myself :
goes into every job.” el
Michael VerBrugge,

Owner,
Moraga Resident

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

TIHES RGN llEH'-ﬂ SHING * INSTA

925-376- 1113—'

Li.;tﬂ!ii!l

CALL TOM

FOR A FREE Since 1993!

~ HE’S ALL ABOUT LAMORINDA -~

CLARK THOMPSON
REAL ESTATE BROKER

BRE #: 00903367

Village ASSOCIATES REAL ESTATE

Office: 925-254-8585
Cell: 925-998-7898

email: ct@clarkthompson.com

Search the MLS: www.clarkthompson.com

llage
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REAL ESTATE

93 Moraga Way, Orinda

ESTIMATE Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Cabinet Modifications

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
* Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
* Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
* Cabinet alterations/repairs
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,

Licensed Cabinet &
Millwork Contractor
#598395

crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093

Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

AHM Lock & Key

Keys ¢ Rekeys ¢ Master Key Systems ¢ Safes
Safe Combination Changes ¢ Locks ¢ Deadbolts
Lock Installations ® Lock Repairs

Cadll for a service appointment today:

(925) 686-5600 @
i

1851 “A” Sutter Street, Concord
....same owners, new name and location! (Since 1964)

Formaly known as: AHM Security Inc.,

Rose Hardwood
Floors Inc.

Don, Manager
925-349-8509

www.RoseHardwood FloorsInc.com
CA Lic#978671

NWFA certified Installation, Sand &Finish - L
Quality Workmanship F
Dust Containment System E’H‘. Estimates

LAFAYETTE PAINTING

A Color Coordinated Exterior Paint
Job By us will make your home
Appraisal at least $20,000 Higher!

All Work Supervised By Owner/Contractor
* Re-painting Specialist ~ * Restorations
+ Color Coordinating + Waterproofing
* Remodeling + Redwood Deck Renewal
+ Acoustic Ceiling Removal

A Local Contractor Living & Working In
The Lamorinda Area For Over 20 Years

FREE Estimates 283-8621

1
Complete Interior 1
or Exterior

exp. 2-1-14

“Let Us nght Up Your Life”

_Residential * Commercial * Industrial
T o TR ey Serving Contra Costa since 1991
= : More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner
Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523 l@‘

=z
[T —r—1"

rofessional Installation of:
* Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Service Upgrade
* Gomplete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation

www.BurkmEIectrlc net

Sole Proprietor

From Front Page

Christmas Cheer Soars When Snow
Falls in Orinda

... continued from page A1

The general consensus among most
of the children, however, was that it
was most definitely the good stuff —a
bit of North Pole magic flown in by
the big guy himself.

The snow was “crunchy,” ob-
served elementary schooler Lauren
Schultz. She’s hoping for a scooter
and a bike — and a Stuffies toy. “You
can put anything in it, and it’s soft.”
Lauren and her mom, Emily, recently
made sugar cookies and a ginger-

bread house.

When asked by her daddy what
Santa says, 2-year-old Celeste gave an
enthusiastic, “Ho! Ho! Ho!” Celeste
Jjust moved to the St. Stephen’s neigh-
borhood three months ago with her
parents, George and Vanessa. “It
looks like she’s really enjoying it,” he
said of his daughter’s inability to tear
her eyes away. She’s hoping for
chocolate.

Broderick and Colton Bornstein,

Photos Ohlen Alexander
snug and warm in Chip and Dale hats,
had a blast bringing their own Frosty
to life. “It was really fun, but we also
had fun re-building,” said Broderick.
“The head kept falling off and the
eyes kept falling out.” Asked what
Christmas meant to sister, Paige, she
simply said, “Joy!”

New memories were made — and
more names were added to the “Nice
List.” Not a bad way to end 2013.

Merry Christmas, Lamorinda!

If the snow dldnt prowde enough exatement to keep Santas sIelgh flylng for another three centurles, there were
also horse and carriage rides with Jerry Christmas high stepping up and down Moraga Way under the moonlight.

The Lamorinda Weekly family shared good cheer at a recent holiday luncheon. Back row, from left: Amanda
Kuehn (in blue), Ohlen Alexander, Andy Sheck, Cathy Dausman, Nick Marnell, San Kumar, Marissa Harnett, Sophie
Braccini, Gint Federas; middle: Lee Borrowman, Cynthia Brian, Laurie Snyder, Cathy Tyson, Elizabeth LaScala, Lynn

Ballou; front: Jennifer Wake, Wendy Scheck, Rosylyn Aragones Stenzel.

Photo Gint Federas

Whether you are home for the holidays, celebrating quietly or jovially
with family and friends, or traveling far and wide ~ from all of us at
Lamorinda Weekly to all of you, warm wishes for a festive holiday
season, happiness and exciting opportunities in the new year!
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Life in Lafayette

By Cathy Tyson

Mike and Jen Branagh's children, Bradley, 18 months, Brody, 5, and Sophia,

3, tell Santa what they want for Christmas.

hile the weather outside

was indeed frightful, the
holiday cheer was delightful.
Presumably the reindeer were
still in training at the North Pole,
so “Old Betsy” — Lafayette’s
historic fire truck — filled in to
transport Santa Claus to Plaza
Park where he was greeted by
little fans.

The bearded man in red,
along with complimentary hot
chocolate and cookies, made the
first ever “It’s a Wonderful Life
in Lafayette” event a big hit to
kick off the holidays, with a tree
lighting, music and gratitude
walls full of personal notes from
kids responding to the question
“What are you grateful for?”
Sweet answers ran the gamut
from food, my home, to my
family and our three cats and be-
yond.

Local realtor Dana Green
and Branagh Development,
along with the Lafayette Cham-
ber of Commerce sponsored the
block party. “It was heartwarm-
ing to see the outpouring of
community spirit as we joined
together to kick off the holidays
in true Lafayette fashion. As a

Photo Gint Federas

lifelong resident of Lafayette,
this event proved once again
why this is such a great commu-
nity — I look forward to making
this an annual event,” said
Green.

“Growing up my family had
an annual tradition of going to
San Francisco the day after
Thanksgiving for the tree light-
ing ceremony,” said Mike
Branagh. “We have many great
memories from these times.
Lafayette was very special to
my parents and Matt and I carry
the same love for the city. We
wanted the community to create
the same memories we had so
we thought, why not bring it into
Lafayette?  Partnering with
Dana was an easy decision as
she is a close friend of ours and
shares the same love for
Lafayette.”

Two open-walled mini
house-like structures were built
specifically for the event by car-
penters with Branagh Develop-
ment. Branagh is currently
working on updating Squirrels
restaurant just across the way
from the park, so the structures
were constructed there.

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977 Page: Bl

Christmas Eve

Tuesday, December 24th
Spm, 9pm & 11pm Services

Let the
first gift

you open this
Christmas
he from God!

You are invited to join us as we celebrate the miracle
of God’s gift to us — the birth of Jesus Christ.

Christmas Eve Worship on December 24th at 4, 6 and 10 pm
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Hello everybody!
I'm LiLi, boss of the

Total Reﬂexology
Studio.
This studio was
established § years
ago. I would like to

NEW -starting Dec. 1: thank and acknowleqge
= ¢verybody for

Body massage : coming and
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For one hour

361C Rheem Bivd ¢ Moraga « 925-377-7009
next to 24 Hour Fitness

your ultimate foot massage experience
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RESIDENTIAL DESIGN
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KITCHENS
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ADDITIONS
EXTERIORS

www.CanyonDesignBuild.com | 3630 Park Blvd. Oakland CA 94610 | 510.482.0300
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Weddings « Proms
Sympathy arrangements « Plants
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Each and every piece is
special to us

May the seasons
bring you happiness
with flowers.

3584 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
(925) 284-5765
www.floralartsflorist.com

| CUSTOM FRAMING |
| our40th YEAR |

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1973

Superior Framing Design Services by our
Professional and Experienced Staff

| See our website gallery of clients framing projects :
www.ArtLoftFraming.com

- mention this ad forﬂ

1 15% OFF |

your entire 1st order
Expires 12/31/2013
I I .

10 minutes from Orinda Crossroads
10 minutes from Moraga (via Canyon)
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FRAMING

| 2082 Antioch Ct. (Montclair Village) Oakland |

(510) 339-0890
HWY. 13 (between Hwy. 24 & Park Blvd.)
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Watch Battery|
Now $5, Reg $10 |

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 1/15/14.
Usually installed while you wait.
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%&@QM’ 74
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3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com
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LocCKs, ALL

KINDS OF PACKING SUPPLIES!

« Boxes in all sizes « Tape « Bubble wra
« Specialty packing supplies « Dish packs

+ Glassware compartments « File boxes wilids

DOWNLOAD A PACKING SUPPLY COUPON FROM SAspare. com
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455 Moraga Rd. Suite F
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Oh, Christmas Tree

Lamorindans discuss the artificial trend and their own
tree traditions

Christmas tr

ow in the throes of December,

many Lamorindans are hang-
ing lights, hauling out holly and
trimming trees. Though decking the
halls was once an activity reserved
for Christmas Eve, today the festiv-
ities hit early and our trees are often
cut down and dolled up long before
Dec. 24.

The 25-foot Burton Valley
Christmas Tree at the corner where
Burton Drive meets Lucas and Sil-
verado in Lafayette is just one of the
35 million that will be decked out in
the U.S. this season, according to a
survey conducted by Nielsen Re-
search on behalf of the American
Christmas Tree Association.

With ties that go back as far as
ancient Egypt, fir trees have long
been a sign of life and rebirth in the
middle of winter. Their association
with Christmas began in Germany
sometime during the 16th century
and eventually spread to France and
England, says the Christmas Tree
Farm Network (http://www.christ-
mas-tree.com). The first Christmas
tree in America likely came during
the American Revolution, but didn’t
really catch on until the early 20th
century. Originally lit with candles
and decorated with candy, paper
flowers and communion wafers,
modern trees are decked in lights,
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ribbons, bows and ornaments.

When it comes to trimming
trees, everyone has an opinion — col-
ored or white lights, ribbons or or-
naments, real or artificial. Artificial
trees date back as early as the 19th
century, but have only recently be-
come popular in the United States.
According to the Nielsen survey, 80
percent of the trees displayed at
Christmas last year were artificial,
20 percent real.

In addition to being convenient,
artificial trees can also be more en-
vironmentally friendly. “Artificial
trees may be kept and reused for
many years, which would eliminate
the gas used for hauling real trees,
not to mention the pesticides and
fertilizers needed to grow [them],”
said Michael Dawson of Sustain-
able Lafayette. “A good rule of
thumb: if you can use your artificial
tree 10 years or more, that's the bet-
ter option.”

“We get real, although I do feel
bad,” said local artist Susan Oppelt.
“We talk about artificial trees and
vacuuming up pine needles ... but
love the smell of it and passing on
the tradition.” Most local residents
agree.

“There’s nothing better than the
real deal,” said Margie Pfalzer.
“That’s the magic of Christmas, to

have a tree that you go out and cut
down and bring home.” Alexis
Zwahlen, a student at Miramonte
High School, agreed. “For sure real.
It’s just not Christmas without going
with the family to pick out a tree.”
If you do opt for a real tree,
there are a few things to keep in
mind. “Ask if chemicals were used
in the growing of the trees, and
where they are grown,” said Daw-
son. “Better yet, consider buying a
live potted Christmas tree, and use
it for outside landscaping when the

| holidays are over.”

Geoff Olmstead of Orchard
Nursery in Lafayette estimates that
they sell some 650-700 cut trees
each season. The trees come from
Oregon and are cut down and
shipped the week of Thanksgiving.
“Most people choose real trees be-
cause of the fragrance of them,” said
Olmstead. “T always do a cut tree. |
was born and raised with one, so
that’s really how I go. They bring
the Christmas spirit with them.”

Orchard individually cuts each
tree so that they stay fresher longer.
Olmstead estimates that the average
tree can last 6 to 8 weeks. “They
need to be fresh cut within 30 min-
utes of putting them in water or the
cells seal,” he explained. You can
also spray trees with cloud cover or
wilt stop, which locks moisture into
the needles, but it also takes away
the fragrance.

“I can’t see myself ever buying
an artificial tree,” noted Monica
Fisher. “The scent is so romantic
and so ‘Christmasy.” My mom went
out and got one once and my dad
threw it away.” For others the deci-
sion is not so important. “I get what-
ever my wife tells me to,” said Dave
Greenaway.

Santa Clause, who was visiting
Theatre Square in Orinda, gave a
similar answer. “We’re going to
have a real tree, though we haven’t
gotten it yet,” he said. “That’s really
up to Mrs. Clause.”

When asked if he had a prefer-
ence, Clause paused. “I don’t know
if I do. There are some artificial
trees that look terrible and some that
are nice. People have different situ-
ations to respond to,” he said know-
ingly.

Whatever choice you make and
however you choose to celebrate,
may your holiday season be merry!

For more information on envi-
ronmentally friendly holiday tips,
visit: http://www.sustainable-
lafayette.org/?page id=2110.
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“Tis the

o

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District is once again collecting new, unwrapped toys for the U.S. Marine Corp
Reserve Toys for Tots Program. Look for the Toys for Tots bins located in front of each MOFD fire station.
Toy donations will be accepted through Dec. 25. If you have any questions, please call the MOFD
administrative office at (925) 258-4599.

o Giving

The Moraga Police Officers Association along with S.A.F.E. (Stuffed Animals For Emergencies) is
collecting new or gently used stuffed animals to help children through traumatic experiences. The stuffed
animals are given to local police and fire departments to distribute to children they encounter who are affected
by traumatic events. S.A.F.E also facilitates the distribution of donated stuffed animals for a variety of
charitable purposes to help children. This year’s annual holiday collection drive continues through Jan. 2,
2014. New or gently used stuffed animals can be dropped off in the collection area located in the lobby of
the Moraga Police Department, 329 Rheem Blvd. Thank you for your support!
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New Saint Mary’s College
President Already Firmly

Involved
By Sophie Braccini

James Donahue

S aint Mary’s College’s 29th pres-
ident, James Donahue, has been
in charge of the college for just over
five months and has already taken
stock of the comparative advantages,
the issues, and the dynamics of the
150-year-old higher education insti-
tution. An academic scholar and
thinker at heart, Donahue will not be
an ivory tower leader. Faculty, stu-
dents and the community are witness-
ing the personal involvement of
someone who wants to leave a legacy.

While he values the Christian
Brothers’ compelling tradition of hu-
mility and modesty, he believes Saint
Mary’s needs to move forward with
more pride in its distinctiveness. “We
have a great story to tell; we need
more swagger!” he says.

Underscoring that Saint Mary’s
College was the only California
school to be included on the “Col-
leges that Change Lives” list, Don-
ahue says, “What we are doing here
is remarkable, and we need to claim
it, make a more prominent statement
about what we are doing: training
leaders.”

In order to forward its mission,
the president wants the college to in-
vest in technology, update facilities,
and provide more financial aid to de-
serving students. And while he be-
lieves the college is well run and
financially sound, he says it needs to
be more effective at fundraising to ad-
dress the affordability issue. “We have
potential for more aggressive
fundraising and we deserve that,” he
says, “and it is my job to lead that
charge.”

Donahue is married, has two sons
and a brand new grandchild. He was
born and raised in Philadelphia, at-
tended the College of the Holy Cross
in Massachusetts, and went on to
Princeton for his graduate work in the
Theological School. He then moved
west to the Graduate Theological
Union in Berkeley for his Ph.D. He
initially devoted his life to being a the-
ologian scholar in the area of ethics,
went on to consult for businesses and
institutions, and taught ethics in the
Georgetown University School of
Business.

“I’ve always been interested in
the everyday reality of how values
and beliefs translate into everyday ac-
tions,” he said. “My decisions and
choices are a matter of moral integrity.
My moral compass is important to
me. [I make sure that] my actions and
my decisions are in line with my val-
ues.”

His scholarly interests expanded
to the choices organizations and insti-
tutions make. “That’s what led me to
administration eventually,” he ex-
plained. He became dean of students

i
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and vice president for student affairs
at Georgetown before taking the helm
at the Graduate Theological Union, an
institution that does academic theo-
logical research.

A Roman Catholic, Donahue has
always been involved in religious plu-
ralism, and acknowledges that we are
living in a world with a variety of
ways and beliefs. Even if Saint
Mary’s is very much a Catholic insti-
tution, he says it is also a pluralistic
one, and being Catholic at the college
means bringing the insights of this
tradition to bear on the evolving real-
ities of higher education.

In preparing for the future, Don-
ahue is working on the college’s next
strategic plan. He does not sce the
number of students increasing dra-
matically, but says some programs
like the School of Business and the
Executive MBA program are growing
and represent an enormous opportu-
nity. The School of Education is also
growing. “The world of education is
a changing landscape, and we are
careful about evolving our curriculum
appropriately,” he says. Staff is also
working on a master plan in partner-
ship with the town.

Donahue’s job at Georgetown
University included a town/gown re-
lationship with Washington D.C., and
says the same principles for a good re-
lationship apply here: trusting one an-
other, having integrity on all sides,
and being willing to find appropriate
levels of compromise. He knows that
there are multiple interests at play and
is aware of the distrust that field
lights, noise and parking issues have
created with some neighbors. I want
to win that back by being a credible
partner,” he says, “but one interest
cannot dictate the terms. Everyone
needs to have a voice.”

“I would like to think that most of
the residents of Moraga see Saint
Mary’s as a resource,” he adds. “I
want to move away from the commu-
nity seeing us as yet another devel-
oper. We want to be Lamorinda’s
college.”

For Donahue, the mission of the
college is to train thinkers and leaders.

“The set of skills the college is
teaching — how to think, how to write,
how to argue, and looking at the big
questions of human existence — is
taken by the students; they put them
together and go off into the world to
become leaders,” says Donahue. “We
are committed to enabling our stu-
dents to discover who they are and
what they can be, while providing
them the tools to find a place in the
working world. This is what the
Lasallian tradition is about; students
come first here.”

Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda
Adpvertise in Lamorinda Weekly
Call 925-377-0977 today

Hello, The Lamorinda Weekly is the BEST! We read

every word; your coverage

and articles are excellent.

You are celebrating our community as well as
informing us and keeping us all connected. We look
forward to every issue. Thank you very much for all

your efforts on our behalf.

Susan and Neal, Lafayette
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Do you feel like you are throwing
your money away at the dealership
service department?
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" to pay dealer prices
while under warranty.

Pre-paid service
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choice & convenience.

Dealerships do not
support our community
like Orinda Motors does.

Choose a local facility that offers one stop
convenience and service you can trust!

Orinda Motors Inc.

Express Oil Change & Tire Center

Orinda Auto Rental

63 Orinda Way, Orinda, Ca., 94563
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At the UC Ee Center
seeing is believing.

At the UC Eye Center in Berkeley, how you see is what you get.
Because we’re part of the top-rated UC School of Optometry,
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A Valuable Math Lesson for Parents

By Cathy Tyson

District math consultant Andy Schipper discusses Common Core math

standards with parents at Stanley Middle School.

Just a few months into the
school year, many parents are
perplexed by new math standards
that are completely different from
the way they learned basic com-
putations back in the day. As part
of an ongoing series of parent ed-
ucation evenings, the Lafayette
School District sponsored an
event for parents of second- and
third-grade students to bring them
up to speed on new math stan-
dards that are part of the Common
Core model.

Despite a frigid evening, the
Stanly Middle School library was
full of parents from across the
district who wanted to understand
more about math instruction.
District math consultant Andy
Schipper delivered an entertain-
ing and informative lesson on
Common Core math standards
and key math concepts that the
assembled grown-ups could un-
derstand.

He demonstrated exactly what

Photo provided
their children will be doing in
school and pointed out the many
differences in how math is now
being taught. Starting off with in-
ternational comparisons that
showed how U.S. students have
stagnated throughout the era of
No Child Left Behind, he shared
a video of a “Number Talk” with
third grade students who were
able to discuss an astonishingly
wide variety of ways to solve a
problem, and engaged parents to
collaborate on simple, yet surpris-
ingly challenging math games.

One could almost see the light
bulbs going off in parent’s heads
when prompted to collaboratively
play games like Arithmagon and
Seth’s Game. The exercises
helped cement just how different
the new math is, and how it re-
quires real thought and analysis,
compared with the memorization
of days gone by.

Schipper says the main prob-
lem with the old way of doing

things was that curriculum was “a
mile wide and an inch deep.” The
new Common Core framework
focuses on fewer standards but
with an emphasis on coherence
and thoroughness. “It’s all about
a greater depth of knowledge,
thinking and reasoning skills,” he
said.

The role of teachers, illus-
trated in the video clip, high-
lighted their task as being more of
a facilitator, moving from “sage
on stage” to a “guide on the side,”
said Schipper.

Homework may present new
challenges to parents because
kids are doing calculations in a
way that parents simply aren’t
used to; historically many parents
were taught only one way to solve
a problem, lining up digits in
columns, carrying the one, and so
on. Students will be coming
home with strategies that parents
may not be familiar with.

Schipper advised parents that
homework will look different
with more games and puzzles that
bolster the ability to reason ab-
stractly and quantitatively than
sheets of endless computations.

What can parents do to help
their students? Encourage doing
math in their heads, advised
Schipper, along with helping
them master the basic addition
and multiplication facts. Also
key is encouraging kids to figure
out solutions, prompting them
with phrases like “What do you
think?” and “How would you fig-
ure it out?” versus just giving
them the answer to a question.

There will be an additional
“Focus on Math” parent event,
primarily for grades four and five,
but all parents are welcome, from
6:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 14
at the Stanley Middle School li-
brary.

LeapFrog Plumbing

To all our Lamorinda customers:

You’re the best! We thank you
for the privilege of hoppin’ to it!
for you this year. We wish you
true peace, love and joy.

May you have a safe and

I' Plumb Hoppy Holiday

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

1 Leap Frog Loot

$200 off
tankless/hybrid
water heater installation*

Leap Frog Loot

$89 off

Any tank-type
water heater installation*
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*1 coupon per service Exp 1/15/14
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Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993
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The one-call plumber
Gas, Water & Sewer
* Emergency service

* Repairs & installation

* Video sewer inspection

* Copper re-piping

* Preventive checkups

* Water heater specialist
Tank, Tankless, Hybrid

Together in Training
Lamorindans cooperate for EOC drills

By Cathy Dausman

Lamorinda emergency preparedness volunteers.

hile Lamorindans re-

cently went about their
daily business, more than 30 pro-
fessional and volunteer first re-
sponders and civic employees
wrestled with the after-effects of
imaginary tornadoes and mock
terrorist attacks.

The group, which included
representatives from Lafayette,
Moraga, Orinda, Moraga-Orinda
Fire District, Saint Mary’s Col-
lege, Cal Fire, Contra Costa
County Emergency Operations
Center, The Red Cross, a local
amateur radio group, the Lamor-
inda Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team, East Bay Regional
Park District, the Disaster Med-
ical Assistance Team, and others,
attended a three-day training ex-
ercise at Saint Mary’s College
where they learned how to run an
Emergency Operations Center.

Communities open an EOC
site when a natural or man-made
disaster requires management and
support beyond the scope of the
incident itself. California opened
EOCs during the Tuolumne
County Rim Fire and the 2010

San Bruno gas pipeline explo-
sion. This EOC seminar was the
first of its kind within Lamorinda.

Lamorinda Emergency Pre-
paredness Coordinator Dennis
Rein organized the event, which
was taught by personnel from the
Emergency Services Training In-
stitute of Texas A&M Engineer-
ing Extension Services and
hosted by Saint Mary’s College’s
Adéan Tejada, chief and director of
the department of public safety.

Rein has worked to develop
EOCs for each Lamorinda city
and the college, and said they
have come a long way since he
came to the job three years ago.
Now Rein hopes to build a more
cohesive unit. “This training ses-
sion opened the door for one
Lamorinda city being able to pro-
vide staff to another during a dis-
aster,” he said.

Participants used Federal
Emergency Management Agency
handbooks to solve financial, lo-
gistical and operational problems
triggered by each training event.
They learned to prioritize life and
safety issues, stabilize the event,

Photo Dennis Rein

conserve property and return the
affected area to a post-event nor-
mal. They also learned how to re-
quest county, regional, state or
federal assistance.

“This class will ask [you]
more questions than [supply] an-
swers,” warned senior training
specialist Bill Long on day one.
Still, “Lamorinda is a much better
place since this [training],” Rein
said.

“There is a lot of power in co-
operation,” Moraga police chief
Robert Priebe agreed, saying the
training was “very valuable on
many levels.”

Priebe, along with Orinda po-
lice chief Scott Haggard, acted as
joint EOC managers during the
final, day-long exercise. “The
best part was getting all three
cities and Saint Mary’s College
all together,” Priebe said. “I
thought it was an outstanding op-
portunity to work with other city
staff,” echoed Haggard, whose
advice to exercise participants
was to “stay calm, slow down and
document [the work being
done].” ... continued on page B6
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Repurposed Pup

By Cathy Dausman

he newest employee at
Moraga Hardware is a bit
on the short side, but bright,
friendly and eager to learn. Her

Moraga Hardware and Lumber owner Bill Snider with his dog, Wells.

Photo Cathy Dausman

name is Wells; she is an 18-
month-old  purebred  black
Labrador retriever who made a
“career change” from guide dog

to all-purpose pet.

Moraga Hardware and Lum-
ber owner Bill Snider took Wells
in after the Orinda family who
fostered her was notified the dog
was up for adoption. Snider said
a guide dog family can either
keep a career change dog as a pet
or place it with someone.

They asked him.

Wells was already familiar
with Moraga Hardware since she
used to make the rounds with her
foster family. Snider recently lost
his aging yellow Labrador, so
Wells was a natural fit.

“Last summer I said ‘good-
bye’ to her,” Snider said, thinking
he’d never see Wells again. “We
got her the Sunday after Thanks-
giving,” he said. Wells is a
salaried employee, so she works
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. most days ... a
little less on Sunday.

She’s receiving full benefits
(including an abundance of posi-
tive strokes from customers) but
has no lunch break or pension
plan. Her “office” is a comfy
crate behind the counter. Snider
said after she learns the layout,
he’ll train her to show customers
where the stock is located. Duct
tape ... and dog ... on aisle three!
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by Living Lean
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| lost 28 lbs of fat in j

4 months. | was 25 %

body fat and | am now

12.5%. My goal for this

holiday season is to reach
10%.

Sheena’s energy, passion
and knowledge helped me to
accomplish something in 3-4
months that I've been trying to

do my whole adult life.

- Neil Cohn
Orinda

Sheena Presents the Living Lean

Restaurant
ﬁ Partner of the Month
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Fish Tacos, Salsa, Veggies,
Corn Tortillas and Black Beans

925.360.7051

www.livingleanprogram.com

Personal Training and Nutrition Program

Miramonte Teacher Named 2014 C-SPAN
Senior Teacher Fellow

By Laurie Snyder

C-SPAN Clasarsom - cipan_clagiroom
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America learned from the Twitterverse Dec. 11 that Miramonte High School teacher, Meghan Selway, has been
awarded a C-SPAN Senior Teaching Fellowship.

he Cable-Satellite Public

Affairs Network (C-SPAN)
Education Foundation has named
Miramonte High School teacher,
Meghan Selway, as a Senior
Teacher Fellow for 2014. Only
those state-certified professionals
deemed “expert social studies
teachers” at the middle or high
school level, who are engaged in
the creation of “innovative teach-
ing materials,” and who have
completed regular C-SPAN
Teacher Fellowships may ad-
vance to the role of Senior Fel-
low, according  to  the
announcement.

Selway has been teaching
government, law and society, and
economics at Miramonte for six
years, and was at Las Lomas prior
to that. “Kids really enjoy gov-
ernment, and they enjoy econom-
ics. They’re two classes that
really make the students feel em-
powered,” says Selway. She has
also been a Curriculum Develop-
ment and Teacher Training con-
sultant to the University of
California, Berkeley History So-
cial Studies Project, and has vol-
unteered as a tutor for the
Refugee Transitions Program at
Oakland International High
School. She was first named a C-
SPAN Teacher Fellow in 2007.

“It changed my life,” recalls
Selway. It got off to a start she
still describes with awe. While

standing on the Mall in Washing-
ton, D.C. on day one of her fel-
lowship, U.S. Secret Service
personnel swarmed as a breath-
taking sight unfolded. The heli-
copter of President George W.
Bush was landing in surprisingly
close proximity.

Selway’s fellowship gave her
the chance to learn about how C-
SPAN operates and how the Li-
brary of Congress digitizes
documents. And she helped to
create lesson plans that have been
used to enable students across the
country to better understand
America’s presidents.

“Every summer they select
three teachers nationwide, and
they bring them back to D.C. for
basically a month to work on
classroom materials there,” ex-
plains Selway’s colleague, Cheryl
Davis, who was named a C-
SPAN fellow herself in 2004 and
was profiled by this newspaper in
September 2012. Senior fellow-
ships, says Davis, are “all virtual”
— conducted from the educator’s
home district in collaboration
with another teacher from a
school in a different part of the
country. “The really great part
about it — when I was working
with it, I was with senior fellow
Tracey Van Dusen. She’s in Ann
Arbor,” says Davis. “She would
do part of the work, and I would
do part of the work, and we

Image C-SPAN Classroom

would come up with a great les-
son.”

Davis was one of the early fel-
lows to flesh out content for C-
SPAN’s “Deliberations” program
(www.c-spanclassroomdelibera-
tions.org/), which was recently
endorsed by the National Council
for the Social Studies for being “a
free resource of high scholarly
merit for educators nationwide”
with a mission that mirrors the
NCSS goal of teaching “the con-
tent, knowledge, intellectual
skills, and civic values necessary
for fulfilling the duties of citizen-
ship in a participatory democ-
racy.”

In 2014, Selway will collabo-
rate with a teacher from New
York to update the Deliberations
site further. She will also be busy
judging applications for C-
SPAN’s StudentCam contest
(www.studentcam.org/), a na-
tional documentary competition
which encourages critical analy-
ses by students in grades 6-12 of
key issues impacting their neigh-
borhoods and nation.

“There are all sorts of fellow-
ships out there, but we often don’t
take advantage because we don’t
have time,” says Selway, urging
her fellow educators to consider
applying for future opportunities.
“It really is a wonderful teacher
professional development experi-
ence,” says Davis.

Submit stories and story ideas to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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— Marian Nichols, Moraga
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Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
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patients!

Kristi L. Doberenz, D.D.S., Inc.
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(925) 254-3725

CALVIN CRAIG LANDSCAPING

«GARDEN DESIGN AND PLANNING
«CUSTOM LANDSCAPE INSTALLATION
«EXPERT GARDENING AND HORTICULTURE

_'-AWARD-WINNING SERVICE
% -ATTENTION TO DETAIL

& «LOW-MAINTENANCE DESIGN
«CLIENT-FOCUSED

) "SUSTAINABLE
«PLACE-APPROPRIATE
«SINCE 1988

WWW.CRAIGLANDSCAPING.COM
925-935-5269

cL# 545003

Mo

#

.r_|.. ALl 1 1..: CLCA
n .;' ] 1




Page: B6

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Community Service

We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities. Submissions can be sent to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the
subject header In Service to the Community.

New Troop 219 Eagle Scouts

Honored
Submitted by Lisa Lindgren

Back row, from left: Elias Morley, Austin Wentzel, David MacDannald, and Ethan Lindgren.
Front row: Anton Reifsteck, Layton Wieczynski, Vincent Gladden, and Justin Higgins.

B oy Scout Troop 219 honored eight new
Eagle Scouts Dec. 14 at St. Perpetua
Catholic Parish in Lafayette. For their Eagle
Scout projects, Anton Reifsteck of Acalanes
High School led a group of scouts at the
Lafayette Reservoir to build a retaining wall in
the upper parking lot, Austin Wentzel led a
group of Scouts in building two picnic benches
for the high school, Ethan Lindgren designed
and constructed raised garden beds at The Gar-
dens at Heather Farm, Walnut Creek, and Vin-
cent Gladden completely refurbished the sign at
Happy Valley Elementary School as well as the
landscaping around the area of the sign. The
four Scouts attend Acalanes High School. Lay-
ton Wieczynski of Campolindo High School led
a group of scouts building Wood Duck boxes

Photo Jamie Westdal
that were put into the ground at the San Leandro
Reservoir. Justin Higgins of Bentley High
School installed 10 Wood Duck nesting boxes
around the Lafayette Reservoir perimeter, in-
cluding routine inspection for monitoring usage
and hatch, and 10 additional Wood Duck nesting
boxes at the San Leandro Reservoir — he earned
the Hornaday Award for this project —and Elias
Morley, also a Bentley student, led a group of
Scouts removing an invasive species of plants
from Leona Regional Open Space. David Mac-
Dannald of Holden High School and Fusion
Academy designed and built a new retaining
wall to replace a 72-foot-long wooden retaining
wall in the parking lot of Lafayette United
Methodist Church.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Saklan Kindergartners Learn the
‘Art’ of Giving at Special Event

Submitted by Erin Cooley

work at a recent auction.

P art of kindergarten teacher Amy Burnett’s
teaching philosophy at The Saklan School
in Moraga centers around making art a major
component in her lesson plan. She does this be-
cause she believes art is a great equalizer, and
no matter what a child’s skill may be academi-
cally, they can always express themselves
through art.

Six years ago, when Burnett was evaluating
her curriculum, she added a level of social con-
sciousness to it. A parent at Saklan introduced
Burnett to the Nicholas Colby Fund (Nicholas-
colbyfund.org), which helps children with can-
cer by filling backpacks with books, toys, and
games to keep them entertained during their
hospital stays. She decided to have her kinder-
garteners make original art pieces, and put on
an auction Dec. 12 and 13 to benefit the fund.
Burnett then takes the children on a field trip to
a local toy store, and using proceeds from the
art show, students pick out the toys and games
to fill the backpacks for the sick children.

The first year that she did this, she was
stunned by the grace and compassion the chil-

Saklan School kindergarten teacher Amy Burnett smiles with student Ryan Lo in front of art-

Photo provided

dren showed. These little 5- and 6-year-olds
were in a toy store, during the holidays, and not
one of them was looking for anything for them-
selves, said Saklan parent Erin Cooley. “They
were pure in their thoughts like, ‘What would
make me smile if I were sick?” and “What can I
choose to make someone feel better?””” she said.
“The parents that witnessed this the first year
were smiling from ear to ear. And, each year
since, it has been even more overwhelming.”

There have been years where people make
extra donations, beyond purchasing the art, just
so the children can give more to the fund, and
there have even been other children in the
school who purchase art from the show with
their own allowance money, Cooley said. “In a
word, it's magical.”

Burnett says that “children are never too
young to make a difference.”

“When we are mindful, we pay attention,”
Burnett told her students. “When we are mind-
ful, it is quite simple to be grateful. How lucky
are we all to be a part of this event; to be part of
this simple lesson of compassion and joy?”

7 925-377-0977

Volunteers with a Higher Calling

By Cathy Dausman

David Yoon and Bill Gurnett

hile Bill Gurnett and David Yoon are

volunteers who serve the state Office
of Emergency Services under the Contra Costa
County Sherift’s Office, some might say these
men also answer to a higher power.

Gurnett and Yoon — Pastor Bill and Pastor
David, respectively — are both ordained min-
isters. In addition to their “day jobs” they serve
as law enforcement chaplains. Unlike a com-
munity chaplain, law enforcement chaplains
are ordained, and their conversations are held
in confidence.

According to its website, Contra Costa
County currently has 25 law enforcement
chaplains supporting police, fire and civic or-
ganizations throughout the area. In addition to
his work as pastor for Landmark Missionary
Baptist Church in Martinez, Gurnett volunteers
30 to 40 hours a month assisting the Lafayette
Police Department. He has been there for six
of his eight years as a volunteer chaplain, and
is one of three lead chaplains organized under
a senior chaplain. Yoon is associate pastor for
Concord Korean Baptist Church in Martinez.
He was sworn in as a chaplain for the Sherift’s
office in October, 2012, and has been allied
with the Orinda Police Department since Jan-
uary, 2013.

The two ride along with on-duty officers,
so they see suicides, traffic fatalities, shootings
and accidental death; they accompany police
on death notification calls. They feel their pres-
ence lends a calming effect to the situation.

Law enforcement chaplains offer comfort
to victims and their families,facilitate end of
life planning, and, as Yoon said, generally “act
as a sounding board” to those involved. Al-
though there are exceptions, volunteer chap-
lains don’t usually work inside county jails
because the jails employ paid chaplains. “We
bring reality together” and help victims “move
forward in a healthy way,” said Yoon.

Gurnett emphasized that although they are
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Photo Cathy Dausman

chaplains, their job is not to convert, but to help
“normal people in abnormal times.”

“We are with the families until they get a
support system,” he said. Law enforcement
chaplains help both victims and first respon-
ders alike. A chaplain is often called upon to
conduct an event debriefing, called a critical
incident management debriefing.  This
process helps those affected by a traumatic
event cope with its aftermath. Gurnett and
other law enforcement chaplains were in-
volved in several briefing sessions after two
window washers were shocked and burned in
Orinda in 2010.

Among those in attendance were then
Moraga-Orinda Fire District Chief Randy
Bradley and then Orinda Police Chief Jeffrey
Jennings. Moraga Police Department re-
quested law enforcement chaplain assistance
after a particularly difficult vehicle fatality sev-
eral years ago.

“People don’t realize what police and fire
[responders] go through,” Gurnett said. Yoon
admires first responder professionalism and
wants to do more for them. “I wish I could
spend more time seeing what they do,” he said.

Orinda Police Chief Scott Haggard calls
the law enforcement volunteer chaplain pro-
gram “a great organization, very professional,
and always available to help.”

Asked if their work is more difficult at hol-
iday time, Gurnett and Yoon both said no, al-
though Yoon said it’s no surprise that bad
things happen. Gurnett said it is their system
of beliefs and their training which helps re-
solve events and puts things into perspective.

“We know how quickly life can end,” Gur-
nett said simply.

To learn more about Contra Costa County’s
Law Enforcement Chaplain program, contact
the county’s Volunteer Services Coordinator at
(925) 646-4461, or visit http://www.co.contra-
costa.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=266.

Together in Training

... continued from page B4
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Duncan Siebert, Lamorinda CERT, confers with Cheryl Teixeira of the Moraga Police

Department during an EOC drill at Saint Mary's College.

Moraga-Orinda Fire District fire chief
Stephen Healy thought the training was “a
great example of local partnerships that ben-
efit the community.”

“Sharing resources will be key in a major
event,” he said.

“Basically, strangers from three cities that
normally don't work together had to pool their
talents and make the simulation work,” added
MOFD battalion chief Darrell Lee. Lee cred-
its the idea of combining Lamorinda cities for
emergency preparedness to former MOFD
chief Randy Bradley.

Participant Steve Ehrhardt, Orinda facili-
ties and parks supervisor, said he was “eager
to learn, in a practical way, what the functions
of an EOC are and what we as representatives

Photo Dennis Rein

of the community can do better to prepare
ourselves in the event of a full-scale emer-
gency situation.” Training manager Scott
Brown saw “passion and the desire to learn”
throughout the Lamorinda session. He noted
the importance of “full involvement from top
to the bottom in the jurisdictions involved.”

“Citizens must trust their government is
prepared for the next emergency,” he ex-
plained. “Your emergency responders have
vowed to run towards the problem, not away
from it. They are training to be ready. They
know what they are doing,” he said.

Although it took nearly a year to organize
this EOC training, Rein already hopes to do
it again. He summarized the results in a sin-
gle word: “Awesome!”
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For Love of a Car

Local real estate agent starts the “Lamorinda Tesla Club”

By Clare Varellas

Vlatka Bathgate with her Tesla at a gas station she won't need.

Orinda Coldwell Banker real
estate agent Vlatka Bathgate
was driving a Vietnamese client
around to various listings the other
day in her 2-month-old Model S
Tesla when she asked her client if
he would like to listen to a radio
station from his own country.

“I was able to bring up all of
the radio stations from Vietnam,”
said Bathgate. “Or sometimes [
drive a client from Michigan, so
I’m able to bring up all of the radio
stations from that area. I'm from
Croatia, and for every town in
Croatia (and there are hundreds of
them) I could get all the town’s

radio stations.”

But Bathgate, a relatively new
Tesla owner, claims that this is
only one of many useful technolo-
gies her metallic blue luxury car
affords her. In fact, she has grown
to be so enamored with the car and
its vast list of functions and fea-
tures that a month ago she created
the “Lamorinda Tesla Club,” a
coalition of Tesla owners living in
Lafayette, Moraga, and Orinda
whose goal in coming together is
to better understand and appreciate
the expensive but technologically
and environmentally savvy type of
automobile.

Photo provided

drive, I thought it was something
different, it was good for the envi-
ronment, and it had a lot of tech-
nology. It’s just a sleek and
beautiful car.”

The Tesla’s 17-inch touch
screen that contains nearly all of
the cars’ controls appealed to Bath-
gate, who says she also uses to
screen to show clients maps of list-
ings to which they are headed. In
addition, she likes that she can set
controls from an app she has on
her smart phone. Strangely, drivers
do not need to turn on the car; it
turns on automatically when a
driver enters the vehicle.

“The car recognizes you and
turns on by itself,” said Bathgate.
“When you are done driving, you

“It's early days for the club but juSt leave the car. You don’t turn it

the idea is to socialize with other
Tesla owners, swap car stories, and
I kind of like the idea of a Tesla car
convoy,” said Bathgate. “Every
Tesla owner [ have met in the area
has loved the idea of the club and
wanted to join.”

Bathgate purchased a Tesla in
late October after a long search for
the perfect luxury car.

“It was time for me to get a
new car, and I did a lot of research,
and nothing sounded good to me,”
said Bathgate. “I was spending a
lot of money for just another car.
So when I got to Tesla and I took a

off.”

In response to some com-
plaints from other Tesla owners
that the car takes too long to
charge electronically while gas-
powered vehicles fill up with fuel
in mere minutes, Bathgate says
that this problem can easily be
avoided by charging the car at
times it is not being used.

“It doesn’t take long to
charge,” said Bathgate. “It’s just
like with a phone. Usually I do it
overnight, but I can figure out the
timing when [ want to have it
charged.”

Bathgate also disagrees with
other owners’ claims that it is im-
possible to take road trips in Teslas
because of the distance between
public electronic charging stations.
Tesla spokesman Patrick Jones
agrees with Bathgate, saying that
an increasing number of large and
powerful charging stations, called
“Superchargers,” are available for
Tesla owners’ use along roadways.

“We are aggressively expand-
ing our network of Supercharg-
ers,” said  Jones. “Tesla
Superchargers allow Model S
owners to travel long distances for
free between cities along well-
traveled highways.”

As of now, Bathgate says that
her club is relatively small, but
growing. She plans on scheduling
some club events after the hubbub
of the holiday season dies down.
More than anything, she feels em-
powered by the fact that she and
other Tesla owners are helping the
planet by using their electric cars
instead of gas-powered vehicles,
even if the environmental impact
is relatively minor.

“This is such a nice world that
we live in, and if we do little by lit-
tle, then we can help the environ-
ment,” said Bathgate.

For more information about
the Lamorinda Tesla Club, visit
www.lamorindateslaclub.com.

Changing the World

Local activist and bestselling author work to dispel misconceptions about Afghanistan
By Lou Fancher

Bestselling author Khaled Hosseini

recently spoke to a Lafayette audience

about his books and Afghanistan.
Photo Elena Seibert

ysteriously, majestically, a
book can change the world.

The power of fine literature and
reading were on full display at a
Trust in Education fundraiser featur-
ing an appearance by New York
Times bestselling author Khaled
Hosseini at the Acalanes High
School Theatre on Dec. 13.

For TIE founder Budd MacKen-
zie, the Lafayette lawyer’s life-
changing pivot point leapt from the
pages of “Charlie Wilson’s War.”
The 2003 book by George Crile
scooped up Mackenzie’s mistaken
belief in the purity of the United
State’s intentions in the Middle East
and dashed them against the jagged
rock wall of American action in

Afghanistan. He now spends 80 per-
cent of his time working to improve
the lives and futures of young people
in Afghanistan.

For Hosseini —whose “The Kite
Runner,” “And The Mountains
Echoed,” and “A Thousand Splen-
did Suns” have sold close to 38 mil-
lion copies and entrenched his name
on bestseller lists — books have
changed his career, family life, posi-
tion as a human rights advocate and
his influence on countless people in
America and across the globe. Born
in Afghanistan, living in Paris at the
time of the Soviet Army’s occupa-
tion of his homeland, Hosseini and
his family were granted political
asylum in the United States.

He grew up in San Jose, became
a medical doctor, started a family —
but all the while, he was writing. Fif-
teen months of Monday-through-
Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. staring out a
window and sometimes scribbling,
resulted in “The Kite Runner,”
which sells today in over 70 coun-
tries. “I’'m kind of envious of that
number,” Hosseini said, about his
debut book’s start-to-finish timing.
Asked by MacKenzie about his
slower-to-produce subsequent
books, he said, ““You become more
discriminating: tougher on yourself.
It is, hopefully, part of the growth
process.”

MacKenzie’s growing process —
learning about Afghan culture and
people — has had magnificent results.
Raising $60,000 in a one-night
fundraiser at Diablo Valley Country
Club 10 years ago, TIE lifted hun-
dreds of Afghan children from the
cramped room, mud floor of their
previous classroom. Photos of the
newly built, expansive school, stu-
dents seated at desks, showed what
money — and Afghans, who do all
the construction of TIE-funded proj-
ects — can achieve.

MacKenzie’s presentation re-
vealed immense, breathtaking
change: 12,891 fragile seedling fruit
trees planted in 2006 are now sturdy;
two bridges crossing small streams

save 18,000 people from unneces-
sary roundabouts to get to markets
or schools; learning centers in vil-
lages wipe out hardline fathers’ ob-
jections to their daughters’
educations as unsafe by eliminating
travel; playground equipment and
soccer clubs attract students by mak-
ing school fun; a local teen’s ideas to
send credit card-sized computers
spurs corporate matching funds;
blankets and knitted wool garments
fill the pallets of supplies TIE sends
after every well-attended “packing
party”; Larkspur’s Corte Madera
School sponsors four street children
and holds a Skype encounter with
their distant beneficiaries; clients of
Lafayette-based Futures Explored,
an organization supporting adults
with developmental disabilities, strip
Peet’s Coffee bags of their Mylar
lining, which becomes life-saving,
water-pasteurizing solar cookers
used in Afghanistan’s too-numerous
refugee camps.

A book changed MacKenzie:
Mackenzie, East Bay residents and
the Afghan people are changing their
future worlds.

MacKenzie invited Hosseini to
explain what is “wrong” about how
Americans perceive the Afghan peo-
ple. “The news is such a limited way
of learning about another place and
another people,” he said. “It’s about
a war, casualties, the latest suicide
bombing. It relates little about peo-
ple populating a country. People
might be surprised that Afghan is not
a country stuck in the 12th century.
Even in the village with a mud hut,
the guy on the donkey has a cell
phone.”

Hosseini said there is a tremen-
dous hunger for education and the
“lid is slowly being lifted” by access
to technology and the education of
females. Even so, he argued, the
only true way to change course is to
have a cultural change and as much
as he’d like to “fill up a hypodermic
needle with gender equality and in-
ject it,” foreign masters — Americans
muscling in and forcing progress —

will never succeed. “The people of
Lafayette can’t change it. You can’t
change it,” Hosseini said to
MacKenzie. “It has to come from in-
side.”

Hosseini hopes American troops
will serve as safeguards to keep the
country from “sliding back to militia
wars,” but admits, the future holds a
“worst case scenario” of “a failed
state, complete collapse and an all-
out militia.” The Taliban is clever, he
suggested, and threatens the tradi-
tional centrality of family and self-
definition as part of a peace-loving
ensemble at the heart of Afghan life.
“We have an expression here (in

America), ‘down time.” It’s alone
time. In Afghanistan, their down
time is when there are 50 people in
the room.”

Answering audience questions,
Hosseini said his books are available
in Afghan cities, but not in the out-
lying, rural villages. Passing Afghan
culture to his children is challenging,
but achievable, if he avoids lectur-
ing. And tapping into young readers’
desires to help Afghan refugees
aligns him with MacKenzie, whose
encounter with a book, like their
reading of Hosseini’s novels, ignited
a passion for enlightened relations
with the people of Afghanistan.

THE BMW 4 SERIES.

UN4GETTABLE:

W
u

DESIGNED TO CATCH YOUR EYE.

{VIichaeI Heller, BMW Concord, mlheller78@hotmail.com

BMW Concord

)25-998-2150

BMW Concord | 1967 Market ST. | Concord

Providing Insurance and

Financial

Services

It's no accident more people trust State Farm.

| Mike Rosa, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
1042 Country Club Drive, Moraga

925-376-2244

LERE & A 'HIJL.IIH"I'I-I AIE P ESE s THEER.®

P040036 02/04  State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL




Page: B8

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

specializing in:
Achievement Pressure

AD/HD

Parenting Support
Anxiety

School Stress
Depression

Brian Clark, Psy.D.

licensed clinical psychologist
PSY 25198

ADOLESCENTS
ADULTS - FAMILIES

954 Risa Road - Lafayette
(925) 385-8050

www.brianclarkpsyd.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com

THE APP RAP

By Eric Pawlakos

App:

TextSecure by
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Orion Academy Students Get Cozy with
Reptiles

Submitted by Michelle Barker

= A LY :
Orion Academy student Julian Joseph with a slithery
friend. Photo provided
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rion Academy students Fiona Fahey, Julian Joseph,

Abby Stypula, Evan Wilmouth, P.J. Gibbs, Cole
Beaty, Leighlin Geis and Henry Nanstad — and many crea-
tures — came to the Walnut Creek home of Julia Barker and
her family Dec. 8 for the Orion Reptile Party, which was
one of the offerings from the auction at the Moraga school’s
Fall Fiesta that occurs annually in September. Orion Acad-
emy strives to educate secondary students with NLD, As-
perger’s Syndrome and other neurocognitive disorders in
a program that equally emphasizes academics, social com-
petency and pragmatic language development. Besides the
students, the other guests included a giant African milli-
pede, two tiger salamanders, a bearded dragon, a Mexican
rosy boa, a red-tailed boa, an Argentine red tegu lizard, and
a 12-foot albino Burmese python. The students all got to
touch or hold these live creatures. Plus Jungle James, of
Jungle James Animal Adventures, provided a wonderful
educational program about each of the creatures, with many
of the knowledgeable students chiming in with facts that
they knew about the various animals. Besides the animals,
the cupcake and ice cream sundae bars were also a big hit.

Whispersystems
For: Android phones

(coming soon for iPhones)
Price: Free

Not a day goes by without

some headline alerting us to
the spying technologies that can be
used today, including the ability to ac-
cess an individual’s email. You as-
sume your text messages are only
being read by the person you sent
them to, but you can’t know for sure.
However, if you ever have the need,
or desire, to send an encrypted text
message from your smartphone, then
you should take a look at TextSecure.
It is a very straightforward app. You
can send text messages to any recipi-
ent who is also using TextSecure,
with the knowledge that your text will
be encrypted and not readable by any-
one but the recipient. To ensure full
privacy, this app encrypts the text
messages over the air so they can’t be
intercepted and read. They are also
encrypted on your phone. The app is
simple to use. Once your personal
passphrase is inputted, you can turn
the app either on or off. The option

exists to copy all your existing text
messages to TextSecure and have
them encrypted. This is really handy
if you ever lose your phone or leave
it sitting around where someone else
might sneak a peek. Even if you
never want to send an encrypted text
message, TextSecure’s ability to en-
crypt the text messages saved in your
phone makes it an app worth having.

Eric Pawlakos is a sophomore at UC
Davis, majoring in statistics. He is a
member of the UC Davis rugby team,
and enjoys playing guitar in his spare
time.

Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda
Adpvertise in Lamorinda Weekly Call
925-377-0977 today

Thank you for your help in advertising our
seminar. It's already full and I am still
receiving many calls each day: ].
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Celebrate Diversity!

By Konnie Guo

he Miramonte High School Diversity Club is

working along with the leadership class to bring
knowledge to students about the many holidays cele-
brated during the month of December in addition to
Christmas, such as Hanukkah and Kwanzaa.

“It’s important to be aware of other cultures and
traditions, and not be narrow-minded,” said Diversity
Club officer Lina Mathkour, “especially since the
United States is becoming more and more diverse
each year.”

Seventeen-year-old Rachel Breen celebrates
Hanukkah and is proud of her Jewish heritage. “I'm
glad to celebrate Hanukkah because it’s a unique and
fun holiday,” she said. “It’s a time to admire miracles
and appreciate freedom.” Hanukkah celebrates a vic-
torious revolt that liberated the Jewish people in the

Kwanzaa was established in 1966 to recognize
African culture, and is a week-long celebration that
focuses on seven core values: unity, self-determina-
tion, collective work and responsibility, cooperative
economics, purpose, creativity, and faith. During the
week, a kinara, or candleholder, with a total of seven
candles is lit to represent these values. There are three
red candles on the left, three green ones on the right,
and one black candle in the center.

The Diversity Club is looking to spread more
awareness to students by planning lunchtime activi-
ties during the month, and will be reminding everyone
who is celebrating the holidays — be it Christmas,
Hanukkah or Kwanzaa — to remember one thing:
while the traditions may vary, the spirit of the holidays
remains the same.

second century BCE. Led by a man named Judas
Maccabee, the Jews were able to successfully return
to their Holy Temple in Jerusalem. As tradition states,
the Menorah had to be lit to purify the temple, but
there was only enough oil to last a day. Miraculously,
the oil ended up sustaining the Menorah’s flame for
eight days and nights, which is honored today within
Jewish households when lighting a new candle on the

ramonte

She s

Konnie Guo is cur-
rently a junior at Mi-
High
School in Orinda.
an avid
reader, and during
her spare time, en-

menorah each night. This year, Hanukkah coincided joys playing the
with Thanksgiving, a convergence that will not occur  piano and doing vol-
again for another 75,000 years. unteer work.

Teen Scene is YOUR voice. If you have something to say or have writing skills and want to be part of our Teen
Scene team, email our Teen Coach, Cynthia Brian, Cynthia@CynthiaBrian.com.

The opinions expressed in Teen Scene are those of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.

Classified ¢ Classified ¢ Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified

Can anyone give me info for where-
abouts of Justin Ruhle's mother?
I have not seen her for 10 years
since Anandi and Justin's wedding.

[ think she remarried. Please call
Michelle Heart, 707-889-6486

Vacation Rental

TAHOE NORTHWEST SHORE
Sleeps 8. Near Sunnyside Resort,
close to skiing. Private. Lamorinda
owners. www.going2tahoe.com

Balance Class

Balance Class Lafayette
Dance and Movement Center,
1018 Almanor Lane Weds: 1-2pm;
$20 per class. Fun movements
designed to improve your balance.
Simple choreography (no dance
experience necessary) plus exer-
cises for balance, coordination,
strength and flexibility. Must be
able to walk without assistance
and to get down and up from
the floor. To confirm space:
estherwetzel@yahoo.com or
(925)262-3155.

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
« ONSITE REPAIRS - VIRUS REMOVAL

« WINDOWS TUTORING
- HARDWARE UPGRADES I'&
« NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT

+ REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 - 510-938-1881

Writing Help Rototiling |

College Application Essay
Do you need some HELP?
Fearless, Certified College Advisor
available to read your essays and
give you the editing advice you need
to improve these very important
statements. Reasonably priced
Moraga mom with fast turn-around
time. Don't procrastinate!

Email: jari94556@comcast.net

Music Lessons

\Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar

All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706 §
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great
pricing and coverage for Biz

Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto,
Life. (925) 247-4356 OE90108

S8 per 1/2" classified ad height Email to:

classified@lamorindaweekly.com

House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

==1  Ken's Rototilling
= +4W/DTractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing - Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services
Lic. Free Estimates (925) 348-3761

Office For Rent

e
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-

Rusty Nails Handy Man Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 825-6997

Premium office space
in Moraga available immediately.
Beautiful mission style bldg faces
Rheem shop Ctr, near restaurants,
theatre & plenty of parking.

866 SF $1500+ CAM per month.
Beautifully landscaped.

(510) 727-1800 x313 Kate

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining
walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

Painting Contractor

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Interior, Exterior & Repairs
Professional & Reliable
Call Terry 925-788-1663 Lic.#851058

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor

American owned and operated
Renovation * Remodeling * Home Repair

= Big & Small Jobs * Bonded & Insured
o crsosmis 925-825-5201

reach 60,000+

with your ad
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When a College Degree May Not Be Enough

By Elizabeth LaScala, PhD
t would seem that graduating
from a good college with solid

grades is no longer sufficient to be
competitive in today’s job market.
This is the conclusion drawn by the
Editor in Chief of Kiplinger Maga-
zine, Knight Kiplinger, who recently
told a story about his college-edu-
cated daughter, who was asked to
take two skill tests at a job interview
for a position she was seeking
(“Kiplinger’s Personal Finance” De-
cember 2013). Although these skills
are typically associated with more
technical aptitude (his daughter was
seeking a graphic arts and web de-
sign position), Kiplinger did some
digging around and found that skill
testing is a growing trend among em-
ployers seeking to hire the most tal-
ented and skilled from among the
growing numbers of college gradu-
ates entering the market.

While talk of skills may first bring
to mind a vision of technical capacity
like the ability to build a website or
manage an information system, the
research seems to indicate the trend is
far broader. Just as graduate school
programs have long used the GRE
along with its Subject Tests in Sci-
ence, Math and Literature to rank stu-
dents’ potential for graduate study,

employers are beginning to use those
scores to assess job applicants. The
implication is that job seekers can
take the GRE and brandish top scores
on their resume to entice employers
with their mental aptitude.

The trend toward employer test-
ing appears to be running parallel
with the bent toward rising minimum
education requirements for employ-
ment in the United States. A survey
of over 2,700 employers published
by Lorin-Hitt (Professor, Wharton
School, UPenn) and Prasanna Tambe
(Stern School, NYU) showed that 18
percent of private sector employers
increased educational requirements
over the last five years and nearly
one-third state they require a college
education for jobs previously filled
by high school graduates. But the
important question for a business’s
bottom line is whether a more edu-
cated work force results in greater
revenues. According to researchers
who analyzed 20 million resumes
and connected them to the company
performance of thousands of em-
ployers, the answer is ‘yes’ but not
necessarily in all occupations. For
example, in customer service and in
sales positions, the profits are signif-
icantly larger when companies hire

college-educated individuals. The
results of these studies show simple
correlations, which do not prove
causality. However, human resource
managers who were surveyed seem
to provide further information that
supports the correlations. Of man-
agers who hire more workers with
college degrees for jobs traditionally
held by high school educated work-
ers, 64 percent cite higher work qual-
ity and 45 percent cite higher
productivity. These are some of the
factors that may account for the rela-
tionship found between a better edu-
cated workforce and increased
company revenues.

Interestingly, this relationship did
not hold when the researchers exam-
ined information technology work-
forces; it appears that persons with
strong technical capacity (if skills are
kept current by training) contribute
to a company’s success regardless of
level of education. Thus, hiring for
degrees alone does not seem to en-
sure a successful workforce in all
companies and under all conditions.
People of all ages and backgrounds
can and do learn valuable skills
through on the job experiences as
well as through self-education in
courses taken outside of a formal de-

" 925-377-0977

gree program. Some employers also
argue why pay more for a college
grad when an applicant can demon-
strate knowledge and reasoning skills
needed to do the job well. What dif-
ference does where or if they went to
school make? This trend is further
fueled by a backlash against mount-
ing student debt coupled with the
high cost of a four-year college de-
gree, which can cost families easily
$100,000 to upwards of $250,000.
Many young people are opting for a
condensed, tailored education, such
as vocational training or an associate
degree path from a community col-
lege, while others who have taken
the four-year route to a degree work
for a few years and then choose to
complete a certification or two in
order to further qualify them for the
job they want rather than paying for
a pricey graduate diploma.

A traditional college education
may be a great foundation, but the
lesson here is to develop skillsets as
you earn your degree so that your
classroom knowledge is supple-
mented by practical applications. In-
ternships and summer jobs are
critical components for all college
students. And for students in liberal
arts as well as more technical fields,

LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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it pays to remember that critical read-
ing and writing are valuable skillsets
too. This very point is made clear by
Kiplinger, who notes that his maga-
zine has long assigned freelance sto-
ries (for pay) to individuals applying
for writing positions at the company
in an effort to assess determination,
writing ability and creativity.

Elizabeth LaScala Ph.D. guides families
through the sometimes complex
world of college admission. She helps
students identify college majors and
career paths, develops good fit
college lists, and provides essay
coaching and application support to
help students tackle each step of the
admission process with confidence
and success. Elizabeth also helps
families maximize opportunities for
scholarships and financial aid awards.
Visit www.doingcollege.com; Call
(925) 891-4491 or email at
elizabeth@doingcollege.com.

Students Drive School Safety Initiatives

Submitted by Theresa Schmidt and Diane Sharp

- i -
T
= .-.- .

f_;:_‘

3 A e e ¥ . ™ -

{2 - B TR S

g, 0l

Sleepy Hollow Elementary School Principal Ken Gallegos and Miramonte
High School freshman Stephen Schmidt smile near one of the new

compass roses on campus.

With campus shootings, and in-
cidences of cyber bullying
on the rise, student safety is top of
mind for many Lamorindans. Four
local high school students decided to
take the initiative and make life a little
safer for others.

After reading a story about school
safety in the Acalanes High School
newspaper, Blueprint, following the
shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newtown, Conn., junior
Megan Yee looked into the issue of
student and campus safety at her
school and at the Acalanes Union
High School District. “During an in-
terview with school safety expert
Chris Dorn about ways to improve
Acalanes’ safety, we discussed that
classroom doors should be able to
lock from the inside as well as the
outside,” said Yee. “Acalanes’ doors
only lock from the outside; if an in-
truder were to come on campus,
teachers would have to open their
doors in order to lock them. This puts
teachers and students at risk.”

Dorn said some schools pur-
chased small magnetic strips that
teachers can leave on their door
frames, and, in the case of an emer-
gency, could easily pull off without
opening their doors fully (the door
will lock once the strip is removed).
Yee discussed the door issue with the
Acalanes associate principal, Peter
Stewart, and forwarded him the link
about the strips from Dorn. “Mr.
Stewart, in turn, shared the informa-
tion with one of our associate super-
mtendents,” said Yee, “and he ended

Photo provided
up ordering them for the entire school
district.”

Miramonte High School fresh-
man Stephen Schmidt was also con-
cerned about school safety and began
to research school emergency proto-
cols. He met with Sleepy Hollow El-
ementary School Principal Ken
Gallegos to discuss safety ideas as
part of his Eagle Scout project.
Schmidt learned that in an emergency,
responders would ask for a directional
location to indicate a particular site on
campus. “For example: ‘The earth-
quake damage is in the playground
bathrooms, located on the western
part of the campus,’ he explained.
But quickly communicating the direc-
tional location of a disaster can be dif-
ficult, so Schmidt suggested installing
two-foot diameter, five-color com-
pass roses at seven strategic locations
on the campus and training students
and staff how to use them so they
could easily determine north, south,
east and west from several locations
on campus. He hopes to expand the
Campus Compass Project to all Lam-
orinda schools and across the nation.

For Miramonte senior Nick Co-
ufal, the issue of student safety took a
different turn when his sister, Sarah,
was severely cyber-bullied. “Someone
stole her identity and opened an Ask.fm
account impersonating her,” he said.
“There were hundreds of fraudulent
and appalling posts.” Ironically, Coufal
won as student body president with his
anti-bullying campaign.

Coufal persuaded the principal at
Miramonte to show the film, “The

Bully Project” about five bullied
teens, and to conduct a survey that
would uncover how and where bully-
ing was taking place. He also created
posters and incorporated a “bully
fact” in each of his daily broadcasts
on the school PA system, and the vice
principal asked him to help write the
lesson plan for the day of the film.
“Follow-up questions generated
thoughtful discussions about creating
a more inclusive environment, safe
Internet practices, and abandoning in-
tellectual superiority,” he said. “To
give bystanders tools to combat bul-
lying, I developed a handout called
‘10 Ways to be an Upstander.”” Co-
ufal is planning future assemblies
where experts will give on-going
training to bystanders and victims,
and several other schools plan to
show the film thanks to his efforts.
Another senior at Acalanes High
School, Brian Lilienstein, also made
a difference after a personal experi-
ence. When he was 13 years old, he
helplessly watched as a man died on
a street after jumping from his vehi-
cle. “I sat stunned with no idea what
to do,” said Lilienstein. “That night
has haunted me. It was the most terri-
fying and defining moment of my life.
I never again wanted to feel so help-
less.” He decided he needed to know
CPR, and began work to develop a
training program for students (see the

related story at http://www.lamor-
indaweekly.com/archive/issue0717/B
rothers-Take-CPR-Training-to-Las-
Lomas-High-School-Honoring-
Wrestlers-Memory.html). To date,
Lilienstein and many others involved

in the program have helped train over
1,500 high school and middle school
students in CPR.

These students went beyond sim-
ple curiosity, or even a desire to make
a difference — they took action.

Custom Quality Fencing

H
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licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

» Good Neighbor Fence

*» Deer Fencing

* Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

* Trellis and Arbors

* Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

Ken Tamplen
925-938-9836

www.kensrototilling.com

Yo
Satlsfaction to
owr Goall”

Lic. 633641

- Leak Repairs
- Gutter Cleaning
- Roof Maintenance

Roof

Service

Jim Clemons
925-303-0107

urservices@comcast.net

Family Law

Litigation and Mediation

The Law Offices of Jonathan D. Larose APC

Discreet, Settlement-Oriented, Experienced
Offices in Walnut Creek and Fremont
Member Orinda Chamber of Commerce
Learn more at jdlaroselaw.com and 866-~585-6314

Maintenance ¢ Repair ¢ Build

J*

#. verynicepools.com

925-283-5180
3% W)

Established 1977 in Lafayette, California.
Serving the entire Contra Costa County

area and beyond.
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ART

The Moraga Art Gallery show
entitled “Capturing Light: Lens
and Glass,” highlighting photog-
raphy by resident artist Wenda
Pyman, and cast sand glasswork
and flamework by guest artist
Janice Peacock will run through
Jan. 4. The show also includes
works by the gallery’s 14 resident
artists and several guest artists at
522 Center Street, Rheem Shop-
ping Center, Moraga. Free. The
gallery is open Wednesday
through Sunday from noon to 5
p.m. For more information, email
moragaartgallery@gmail.com or
call (925) 376-5407.

An exhibit titled "The Heart of
Art" will be on view at the
Lafayette Art Gallery through
Dec. 28, and features warm and
emotional works by both the cur-
rent and new members. The
paintings, prints, photography, ce-
ramics and jewelry in "The Heart
of Art" offer a wonderful selec-
tion of hand-made, one-of-a-kind
holiday gifts and ornaments, and
will run though the holiday sea-
son. For info, call (925) 284-2788
orvisit www.lafayetteart-
gallery.com.

Klein Gallery is pleased to in-
vite the Lafayette community to

its new show ‘“Prickly Point.”
This month’s show includes work
from nine Bay Area Artists who
use a diverse array of mediums
including painting, drawing,
sculpture and photography. As the
title suggests, the exhibition cel-
ebrates the unique character of
each artist's work while encour-
aging viewers to take in the show
as a whole. “Prickly Point” will
be up through Jan. 12 at Klein
Gallery, open Tuesday through
Sunday.

SMC Art and Art History De-
partment Alumni will showcase
art in all media and sizes includ-
ing video and small sculpture.
Come see fantastic alumni art,
catch up and network with fellow
Art and Art History alums and
faculty at the opening reception
from 6 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 9,
refreshments included. If you
would like to volunteer and help
with press, installation, opening
reception or de-installation,
please feel free to contact Lily
Manderville, (510) 849-8935,
gallery@care-gtu.org or Profes-
sor Anna Novakov,
anovakov(@stmarys-ca.edu.

The Glover Group: “A Legacy
of Light and Color” which fea-
tures the current works of 21 local
plein air painters who studied

under the late acclaimed land-
scape painter, Pam Glover, and
who continue to paint together
today and participate in both in-
dividual and group showings
throughout the Bay Area runs
through Jan. 1 at the Orinda Li-
brary Gallery. For info, visit
www.thepamglovergroup.com.

Student Art from Afghanistan
will be on display at the
Lafayette Library and Learning
Center, Community Hall through
Jan. 13. Afghanistan is a country
with deep roots in art and culture.
Though many beautiful treasures
have been destroyed by war and
political strife, Afghan children
continue to create art and imagine
a world of peace. This exhibit,
brought to you by Trust in Educa-
tion (TIE) and the Lafayette Pub-
lic Art Committee, highlights
drawings created by students tak-
ing classes funded by TIE.

MUSIC

In Lumine. From flares and
fireflies to more introspective il-
luminations, WomenSing's won-
derfully fresh holiday concert, "In
Lumine" (In Light), will be the
choral event to anticipate this hol-
iday season. Full, robust and ro-
mantic elements abound in Imant
Raminsh's "Missa Brevis in C

Minor." The light of the Mother
will shine in Ivo Antognini's "Ave
Maris Stella" in its string-like
lines, and cluster chords that cre-
ate a glow of sound. In the song
cycle "Lux Lucis," Seattle com-
poser Karen Thomas provides
two lustrous settings of 12th cen-
tury texts by composer and mys-
tic Hildegard von Bingen with
numerous references to light, sun,
flame and radiance. The light of
fire in Dale Trumbore's “Flare”
will rush to catch you! Join Wom-
enSing, and Guest Conductor Jer-
emiah Selvey this holiday season.
Program begins at 8 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 18 at the
Lafayette-Orinda  Presbyterian
Church, 49 Knox Drive,
Lafayette. Tickets available at
http://www.brownpapertickets.co
m/event/506271.

Holiday Music Concert from 2
to 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 21 out-
side the Orinda Library by teen
volunteers of Be the Star You
Are! literacy charity organized by
Andrew Wang to raise money for
Operation Disaster Relief. For
info, visit
http://starstyleradio.com/Events/
Entries/2013/12/21_Holiday Co
ncert_to_Support Disaster Re-
lief.html.
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Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

[y % &//eo Cé/)/}j(f‘o pal Churdh
An Inclusive & Affirming Community
Sunday School & Eucharist at 9am
St. Mary's College Chapel
1928 St. Mary's Rd., Moraga
925-376-5770 - www.stgiles-moraga.org

Traditional Church Service & Music Yet Forward Looking & Open Minded

The Orinda

Community Church
10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

e i

»Something for everyone,
birth through senior adults

» Seedlings Preschool
»lamorinda familycenter
»Sunday Worship

Sunday Service and Sunday School

LAFAYETTE-ORINDA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
See more at LOPC.org

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

10-11 am

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, Orinda

DECEMBER 22

8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship
Coffee Fellowship at 9:15 and 11:45 a.m.
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

4:00 p.m. a family-friendly service
6:00 p.m. a contemporary candlelight communion service
10:00 p.m. a traditional candlelight communion service
(Childcare available at 4 and 6 p.m.)

Worship December 29 and January 5, 2014
single services at 9:30 a.m.

433 Moraga Way www.holyshepherd.org 254-3422

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM

In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette,

284-4765, office@thelumc.org
Worship Sunday 10 am
Children/Youth Sunday School ~ Sunday 10 am
Youth Fellowship Sunday 6 pm

i

St Stephen's

EPiscoPAL CHURCH ORINDA

Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M-F11-4;Sat10-1

www.christianscienceorinda.org

Worship the Lord!
Sundays, 9 & 10:30am

MORAGA VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga CA
www.mvpctoday.org  925-376-4800

Sunday, December 22
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Advent Lessons & Carols with Eucharist at 8:00am & 10:00am

Tuesday, December 24th at 4:00pm
Christmas Pageant and First Eucharist of Christmas
Start the festivities with Family Carol Singing at 3:30pm

Tuesday, December 24th at 8:00pm
Christmas Eve Candlelight Eucharist
The service is preceded by music for organ and trumpet at 7:40pm

Tuesday, December 24th at 11:00pm
Christmas Eve Candlelight Eucharist
Beginning with a concert of Christmas music for choir and
instruments at 10:40pm

Wednesday, December 25th at 10:00am
Christmas Day Eucharist

Sunday, December 29 at 8:00am and 10:00am
The First Sunday After Christmas Day

66 St. Stephen's Drive, Orinda
254-3770. www.ststephensorinda.org

Contra Costa Children’s Cho-
rus celebrates 30 years of musi-
cal excellence in an Alumni
Reunion Concert at 7:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 28 at Walnut Creek
Presbyterian Church, 1801 La-
cassie Ave. Artistic Director Mar-
tin Benvenuto and Founding
Artistic Director Iris Lamanna
will lead alumni and current cho-
risters in song, featuring alumni
soloists Camaron Ochs, soprano;
Sylvia Baba, soprano; Matt
Smart, piano; Keenan Boswell,
piano; Aaron Grafton, cello. Tick-
ets: $20 by mail to CCCC, PO
Box 2518, Walnut Creek, CA
94595, or at www.brownpa-
pertickets.com.

Experience the joy of singing in
a community of talented and
dedicated women! WomenSing is
holding auditions Tuesday, Jan. 7
— and by appointment for experi-
enced singers. All voice parts are
welcome, and scholarships are
available for qualified singers.
You may also visit www.wom-
ensing.org to review our recent
repertoire and listen online. For
info, email audition@wom-
ensing.org, call (925) 974-9169,
or visit womensing.org.

THEATER

Town Hall Theatre has been the
go-to place for theatrical holi-
day family fun in Contra Costa
County for generations. This sea-
son Town Hall mixes it up with a
three-person comic tornado,
“Every Christmas Story Ever
Told (And Then Some!)” which
runs through Dec. 21. Just as the
title suggests, three actors take on
the entire Christmas canon from
“A Christmas Carol” to “The
Grinch Who Stole Christmas” to
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein-
deer” — Gustav the Green-Nosed
Reingoat and beyond. For exact
times and prices, contact the
Town Hall Theatre Box Office at
(925)  283-1557 or visit
www.TownHallTheatre.com.

“To All a Good Night.” Improv-
isation play based on audience
members’ worst “home for the
holidays” stories at 8 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 21 at the Lafayette
Community Center, 500 St.
Mary’s Rd. Tickets: $10 at the
door or via WWWwW.syner-
gytheater.com, which also has
more information about the pro-
duction.

Kenn Adams’ Adventure The-
ater — an interactive comedy
show for heroes of any age — will
begin at 11 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 22.
Audience members make all of
the sound effects, become the
scenery, suggest the twists and
turns of the plot and jump up on
the stage to play the main charac-
ters. Tickets: $5, available at the
door or via WWWwW.syner-
gytheater.com.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Fratello Marionettes: North
Pole Review. Join the fun with a
puppet extravaganza, The North
Pole Review, which showcases
the high kicking antics of the
Russian Trepak Dancers, the
graceful ice skater Crystal Chan-
delier, and features dazzling acro-
batic penguins at 4 p.m. Tuesday,
Dec. 17 at the Moraga Library,
1500 St. Mary’s Road, Moraga.
Generously sponsored by the
Friends of the Moraga Library,
this is a perfect way to celebrate
the holiday season!

Please submit
events to:
calendar@
lamorinda

weekly.com
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KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS
... continued

Children who like to sing can
audition from 4 to 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 at Our Sav-
ior’s Lutheran Church for Spring
Semester. This internationally
known chorus is recognized for
excellence in vocal training and
performance skills. There are
choir levels for boys and girls
ages 6-16, with local perform-
ances and touring opportunities
for advanced choirs. The honors
level choir is currently preparing
to travel to Argentina during the
summer of 2014. Call for an ap-
pointment or info at (925) 945-
7101, ext. 1 or email
frontdesk@childrenschorus.org.

OTHER

Become a Sutter Care at Home
Hospice Volunteer. Provide hos-
pice patients and families in your
community with compassionate,
caring support. Local training
course available free of charge.
For more info, call 1-800-853-
7454 or email gaylesn@sutter-
health.org.

Traditional Folk Songs of the
Winter Holidays at the
Lafayette Library and Learning
Center. Kids and adults can enjoy
a free holiday concert with leg-
endary folksinger, storyteller and
autoharp virtuoso Adam Miller
from 6 to 9 p.m. Thursday, Dec.
19 in the Library’s Community
Hall. Sing-along songs will in-
clude something for everyone:
Hanukkah, winter solstice,
Christmas carols and more.

Rosselyn Ramirez Photo Bilha Serling

Diablo Ballet will celebrate the
Holidays at 7 p.m. Friday, Dec.
20 at Steinway Piano Gallery.
This festive event will have atten-
dees ringing in the holidays with
an evening of dance led by Diablo
Ballet  ballerina,  Rosselyn
Ramirez, and beloved Nutcracker
characters, with food, wine, and
punch and cookies for children.
With a tax-deductible contribu-
tion of $200 or more to Diablo
Ballet, patrons can bring up to
four guests to the event! For more
info, call Diablo Ballet at (925)
943-1775 or visit www.DiabloB-
allet.org.

The Bethlehem Experience.
The Lafayette United
Methodist Church presents an in-
teractive performance that takes
you back through time. Tour
Guides will lead groups of 10
people through the marketplace
of Bethlehem on the night of the
Messiah’s birth with the smell of
exotic spices, the festive sound of

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Not to be missed
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Jewish music, the sight of robed
and sandaled merchants in their
stalls, the taste of freshly baked
unleavened bread, live animals in
the stable and the soft feel of
flaxen “swaddling clothes.” The
social event that emphasizes the
spiritual meaning of Christmas
takes place between 5:30 and 8
p.m. Dec. 20-22 at the Lafayette
United Methodist Church, 955
Moraga Road, Lafayette. Hour-
long tours begin every 15 min-
utes. Refreshments and
entertainment provided while you
wait. Freewill donation: $5 per
person or $20 per family. For
questions call (925) 284-4765.

Join the National Park Service
for a free winter solstice-themed
campfire program on Saturday,
Dec. 21 at John Muir National
Historic Site (NHS) in Martinez.
The program begins at 3 p.m.
with crafts and games in the park
orchards and continues with a
campfire from 5 to 7 p.m. No
reservations are required. Meet at
the front gate of the John Muir
National Historic Site, 4202 Al-
hambra Ave. Come with warm
layers, picnic blankets, lawn
chairs, marshmallows and a de-
sire to have a good time. Rangers
will direct visitors from the gate
to the fire ring until 5:30 p.m. If
it rains heavily, the program will
be canceled.

Free gift wrapping room from 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. every day but
Sunday through Dec. 24 with
wrapping paper, ribbon, and scis-
sors at 5SA Rent A Space, 455
Moraga Rd., Suite F.

Let’s Talk About It: Muslim
Journeys, a community reading
and discussion series. Discus-
sions will be led by nationally-
renowned scholar Hatem Bazian,
Ph.D., (UC Berkeley) and will
cover five unique books at the
Pleasant Hill Senior Center, 233
Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill. The
first program will explore the
book “When Asia Was the World”
by Stewart Gordon and will be
held from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Jan. 14. For more information on
the series, including links for reg-
istering and ordering the books,
please visit
guides.ccclib.org/journeys. For
questions or comments, contact
Jeff Gibson, project director at
(925) 927-3240 or jgibson@cc-
clib.org.

SENIORS

Sons in Retirement Lamorinda
Branch 171 meets the first
Wednesday monthly at Holy Trin-
ity Culture Center, 1700 School
St., Moraga, with social hour at
11 a.m.; lunch at noon. The after
lunch speaker on Wednesday, Jan.
8 will be Saint Mary’s College
Professor Ron Olowin, of the De-
partment of Physics and Astron-
omy. Olowin is known for his
creative and entertaining perspec-
tives on the Universe. He will
share his latest views of the cos-
mos. For details and membership
information, call Larry at (925)
631-9528.

Explore Rotary clubs in Lamorinda The heart of Rotary is our
clubs—dedicated people who share a passion for both community
service and friendship. Learn about Lamorinda’s Rotary clubs.

December 20:

Cynthia Kroll, chief econ-
omist for the Association
of Bay Area Governments
will speak about the
economy and regional

economic trends.
]|

Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary Club

We meet Friday mornings at 7:00 am at Celia’s Mexican Restaurant,
3666 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette . (Diagonally across from Trader Joes)

December 27:

No meeting Christmas
week. Next meeting
Friday, Jan 3, 2014.

Please
Jjoin us!
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I Y Comforts of Home
Weekly’com Local - Bonded - Insured
925_285_6272 www.lamorindacomfortsofhome.com

Care. Comfort. Compassion.

When you need it most.

Your Lamorinda Senior Checklist ...
Find cook for better nutrition ¢/
Get driver to appointments, groceries v/

Get help with laundry & changing sheets (4
Find somebody for companionship, exercise, puzzles v

CALL SENIOR HELPERS vvvv

We can assist with these activities and more.

Call for a free assessment 925-376-8000

S I Bonded and insured.
LB '_-‘-' Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated. ©2011 SH Franchising, LLC

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite D Lafayette

Excellent Care

AT HOME

Heartfelt &
Supportive

=
(’.",a,r Fre

At Al Times..

(beside Trader Joe’s)

www.excellentcareathome.com

Call to schedule a free assessment and plan care review. 925-284-1213

Our mission is to provide personalized care,
help maintain independence and
enhance our client’s quality of life

on a daily basis.

« Medication reminders

« Fully bonded and insured

« Geriatric care management

« Hourly care

« Live-in care

« Transportation to and from
medical appointments

By Derek Zemra

of “Saving Mr. Banks”

EM=-<MN Mm=<0>

Iwent into the press screening

thinking I was going to see a
“feel good” Disney holiday

movie. But in reality, I got more
than a “spoonful of sugar.” I saw
asolid film with a superior script

and superb acting based on the
true story about P. L. Travers, the

author of “Mary Poppins.”
The film stars two-time
Oscar winner Emma Thompson

(“Sense  and  Sensibility,”
“Howards End”) as the bitter

Travers and two-time Oscar win-
ner and Bay Area native Tom
Hanks  (“Forrest ~ Gump,”

“Philadelphia”) as Walt Disney.
Disney’s daughters loved the

book, “Mary Poppins,” and he
promised them that one day he

would make a “Mary Poppins”
movie. Well, sometimes things
are not that easy, even if you are

Walt Disney. Travers was very
protective of the creation of her

characters in “Mary Poppins”
and she had no desire to have
them come to life on the big

screen.
After 20 years chasing his

promise to his daughters, Disney
continued to pursue the rights

from Travers. When the royalties
were drying up, Travers finally
agreed under one condition: that

she maintain total control of pro-

Saving Mr. Banks

Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures

duction. As Disney says, “A
promise is a promise,” and for his
daughters he agreed to the terms.
Disney did not have any idea
what was in store for him and the
production crew as they began
making “Mary Poppins.” Tra-
vers was not happy about any-
thing from the script, the music,
the animation, to the casting of
Dick Van Dyke.

As the story is told with the
use of childhood flashbacks, we
learn why the fictitious charac-
ters were so important. The film
explores how events in Travers’
childhood stayed with her and
how she became more embit-
tered holding on to the memo-
ries. Some of the events are heart
wrenching, which I was not ex-
pecting. Thompson as Travers is
Oscar-worthy and the emotional
end scene will receive a lot of at-
tention. I think it will be a tight
race at the 86th Annual Academy
Awards between Emma Thomp-
son and Cate Blanchett, for her
role in “Blue Jasmine.”

John Lee Hancock (“The
Blind Slide”) directed “Saving
Mr. Banks,” which is a high-
quality film, but not “supercal-
ifragilisticexpialidocious.” Be
prepared for a drama — not a
lighthearted comedy. “Saving
Mr. Banks” is rated PG-13, due

to the intense emotional and trou-
bling scenes from Travers’ child-
hood with a TRT (total running
time) of 2 hours and 5 minutes.
Heads up: stay for the end credits
for a special treat.

In the next issue 1 will be
writing my picks for the 2014
Oscars. Speaking of the Oscars,
mark your calendars for the an-
nual Oscar party at the Rheem
Theatre on March 2, 2014.
Watch the academy awards on
the biggest screen (except for
IMAX) in the East Bay; enjoy
live music, great food from Shel-
bys of Orinda, auctions, raffles
and door prizes. Plus enjoy the
opening of the Classic Film Hall
of Fame and Museum. Cos-
tumes and props from block-
buster films will be on display as
well as wardrobes worn by Oscar
nominees Meryl Streep, Bradley
Cooper and Marisa Tomei, just to
name a few! The place to be
seen on Oscar night is the Rheem
Theatre!

Derek Zemrak is a film critic,
film producer and founder of the
California Independent Film
Festival. You can follow Derek
on Twitter (@zemrak for the latest
Hollywood news. Derek can be
heard every Friday on KAHI
950AM on the Poppoff Show.
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Mayor Days Be Merry!

By Susie Iventosch
t's that happy time of year, when we offered up some extra-delicious recipes,
feature the favorite recipes of our out- but none of them are terribly difficult ... a

going mayors! This year, mayors Amy welcome feature during the hectic holiday

Worth, Mike Anderson and Dave Trotter season.

ﬂl.-

Mrs. Trotter's Date Nut
Bread

Mayor Trotter shared a date nut bread recipe
handed down from his wife Debby's
grandmother, Josephine Webster.

"It is a Webster family tradition at

Thanksgiving and Christmas," the mayor said.

"Debby has continued the tradition here at
our home in Moraga. She refers to her date
nut bread as 'required eating' during the
holidays."

This bread is delicious and apparently
already 'required eating' at our house, as my
son gobbled up most of a loaf!

DATE NUT BREAD

(Makes 2 regular loaves, or 3 smaller loaves)

INGREDIENTS

1 pound dates, cut fine

2 teaspoons baking soda

2 cups boiling water

Mix and let stand until cool.

2 heaping tablespoons shortening (I used butter)
11/2 cups sugar

2 eggs

3 cups flour

1 cup chopped walnuts

1 teaspoon vanilla

Stir in a mixer. Add cooled date mixture.

Pour into greased loaf pans and bake 45
minutes at 340 degrees. (Yes, 340 degrees, |
double-checked on that, because it is an
unusual baking temperature!)

Photos Susie lventosch ===
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our office at (925) 377-0977.

Susie Iventosch is the author of Tax Bites and Tasty Morsels,
which can be found at Across the Way in Moraga,
www.amazon.com, and www.taxbites.net. Susie can be
reached at suziventosch@gmail.com.

This recipe can be found on our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com. If you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie please contact her by email or call

Mayor Anderson's BBQ Salmon

Mayor Anderson shared his recipe for barbecued salmon,
which is super-easy and absolutely fantastic!

"I have used this recipe to feed my vegetarian siblings at holiday
meals in lieu of ham or turkey," Mayor Anderson mentioned. "Of
course, it can be prepared anytime and be a real treat!"

| served this salmon to my husband and son, who are huge fish
lovers, and we all loved it, both for its simplicity and delicious
flavor. | would consider making extra sauce to pour over rice or
another side dish, as well as the cooked fish. This recipe will

definitely be added to our fish dish rotation.

BARBECUED SALMON FILLETS

With Soy-Sherry Butter Sauce
(Makes about 8 servings)

INGREDIENTS

6-8 pound whole salmon, cleaned, head and tail removed, and
cut lengthwise into two boneless fillets

3/4 cup (1 and 1/2 sticks) butter (I used just slightly less than
one stick)

2 cloves garlic, minced or pressed

1 1/2 tablespoons soy sauce

11/2 tablespoons dry mustard

1/3 cup dry sherry

3 tablespoons catsup

DIRECTIONS

Rinse fish and pat dry; then place each fillet, skin side down, on
a piece of heavy-duty foil. Cut foil to follow outlines of fish,
leaving a 1-2 inch border. Crimp edges of foil.

In a pan, combine butter, garlic, mustard, soy, sherry, and
catsup. Stir over medium heat until butter is melted. Brush fish
with part of the butter mixture; reserve the remaining butter
mixture for serving over cooked fish.

Barbecue on the grill. Adjust dampers as necessary to maintain
an even heat. Cook fish until fish flakes when prodded in the
thickest part. (15-18 minutes)

Supporting fish with foil, transfer to a warm platter. To serve,
cut through flesh of each fillet to skin; slide a wide metal
spatula between skin and flesh and lift out each portion. Pass
remaining butter mixture to accompany each serving. Makes
about 8 servings.

Mayor Worth's Cheese
Puffs

This recipe comes from Mayor Worth's
family's dear friend, Ann Hawley, who was
Assistant Dean of Students at Cal when the
mayor and her husband were students
there.

"They are a favorite for special family and
holiday dinners and always a request for our
daughters' birthday dinners," Worth noted.

We especially loved the spicy touch to
these cheese puffs. In fact, we add just a
few shakes of hot sauce, too!

CHEDDAR CHEESE
PUFFS

INGREDIENTS

1/2 cup butter

2 cups sharp cheddar cheese, grated
1 cup flour

A pinch of salt

A dash of Worcestershire sauce

A pinch of cayenne pepper

DIRECTIONS

Mix the butter, grated cheese, flour,
Worcestershire sauce, salt and cayenne
pepper together, using a fork or wooden
spoon. Form dough into little balls about
the size large marbles.

Now, you have a choice: You can place them
on a baking sheet to freeze, then bag or
store in a plastic container for baking later,
or you can bake them right away, which is
exactly what we did. And then we ate them
right away, too. They are so yummy/!

To bake, place the cheese dough balls on a
baking sheet about two inches apart and
bake for 15-20 minutes at 375 degrees. If
you have any left, (not likely) store baked
cheese puffs in an airtight container.
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Gardening

Pet sitting

- Roam Artisan Burgers Opening Soon in Lafayette
- Cinnamon Shortbread Snowflake Cookie Ornaments

J. Limon Gardening| R0)7\:] 50800 &5y ¥ (&

Cats, Dogs, Birds, Fish

*  Play-Time - Walks - Feeding
Tender-Care - House-Sitting
References - 15 Years Experience

Maintenance/Clean-up
Monthly Service . D
Sprinkler

System Repair g

y p Lamorinda Linda Kucma
Call Jose o
(925)787-5743 ] -

(925) 746-4649 or (925) 788-1429
mywoodypup333@hotmail.com

License #: 018287

25 yrs. experien'ce
in Lamorinda

- Soaring Pension Debt Confirmed

- Trailing Remnants of Comet ISON

- Waiting for the Missing Piece Basketball teams prep for preseason
without key football players

- New Plan for Rancho Laguna II

- Popular Financial Services Manager to Retire

- Tree Lighting Rings in the Season

- Miramonte Football Marches On! Mats in NCS final; Cougars beat
Dons in quarterfinals, lose in semifinals

- Lynn's Top Five National Health Care: What to think about now

If you wish to view any of the stories above go to
www.lamorindaweekly.com and click the link below the story.
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LAMI®RINDA SPORIS Youth Sports Registration
Miramonte Wins it All ‘@ & O, @

www.lamorindaweekly.com Page:

0. 3 Miramonte defeated
No.1 Casa Grande in the di-
vision II NCS football champi-
onships. The Mats upset the
favorites 41-28 on Dec. 7.
Despite taking an early lead,
the Mats were down 21-14 in the
third. Refusing to quit, Mira-
monte went on a tear in the fourth
quarter, scoring 27 points to re-
gain the lead and seal the win.
Quarterback Drew Anderson
led the charge, throwing for 438
yards and five touchdowns. Four
of those touchdowns came in the
fourth quarter.
Miramonte was not selected
for the CIF State tournament.
C. Mitchell

Lamorinda Rugby Football Club
&“M?

Registration is still open for the 2014 rugby season! Season runs
January through March for youth, and through April for HS. All

ﬁ ages welcome. Girls welcome through age 11. No prior rugby

"‘"!" - 1 experience necessary. Practices are located at the Wilder Fields
in Orinda. Find out more about our team and how to register

online at www.lamorugby.com. Contact head youth coach Doug Pearson for

more info: dpearson@lee-associates.com. For High School, contact

Recruiting Director Tim Mascheroni at tim@mascheroniconstruction.com.

PRINT ¢\ ALL

GRAPHIC PRINTING SOLUTIONS

expires 9/30/2013 51 0-275.3824
Screen Printing «  Digital Printing « Graphic Design

€ Hoodie and T-Shirt Sdle @

24 pc min. 1 Color 1 Location Print
5-7 Day Production Time

55
FREE SHIPPING! |

T-Shirt Special

Drew Anderson
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Bringing Their “A” Game

Gaels basketball off to a strong start

By Michael Sakoda

Danielle Mauldin

uilding on last year’s momen-

tum, the Saint Mary’s women’s
basketball team is off to the best start
in school history. The Gaels finished
last season with a record of 23-11 (11-
5 WCC), advancing to the quarterfi-
nals of the NIT Tournament — the
furthest a Gaels’ team has advanced —
where they were edged 58-55 by
Utah.

The 2012-2013 Gaels raised the
bar going 10-0 in games following a
loss, becoming the first team to avoid
back-to-back losses in school history
and getting a single season record 356
rebounds from Danielle Mauldin.

This year’s team continues to im-
prove on last year’s success. The hot
start has the Gaels with an 8-1 record,
including a payback win against
Washington and wins over Toledo
(last year’s MAC Champions), But-
ler, and Alabama.

The catalysts behind the Gaels’
hot start — effort and desire.

“We ended last season with a loss
on our home court, and the team hated
that,” said head coach Paul Thomas.
“They put in work over the summer

Photo Tod Fierner

and in the fall to start strong...they
trained hard and they’re getting re-
sults.”

“We weren’t satisfied with the re-
sults of the last few years, so that
hunger to win is there,” said returning
guard Kate Gaze. “I think that’s the
difference...just the feel about this
team.”

With four returning starters —
Jackie Nared, Danielle Mauldin, Kate
Gaze and Carli Rosenthal — two of
whom were named to the pre-season
All-WCC team (Nared and Mauldin)
this is a veteran team with big time
experience.

“Danielle provides a way differ-
ent facet to our game than anyone else
does,” said Thomas of his standout
forward. “She rebounds the ball...has
that midrange pull up, and if you try
to close out hard she’s going to go
right by you.”

So far this season, Mauldin and
the Gaels offense have been on a tear,
putting up 85.11 points per game
while holding opponents to an aver-
age of 74.11 points per game.

“I'm never concerned about our

3820 San Pablo Dam Rd El Sobrante |

www.PrintemAll.com T www.fb.com/printemall

Kyle Davis

Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner
Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
BRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107
Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

offense,” said Thomas. “But our de-
fense has to improve...we have to be
able stop people...and I don’t think
we’re about to do that quite yet.”

The need for stops was evident in
the team’s lone loss of the season, a
heartbreaking 92-94 loss to Sacra-
mento State on Dec. 5.

“We let any and everyone drive
by us, and our rotations and our close
outs were non-existent,” said Thomas
of the disappointing game.

“The game at Sac State really
opened our eyes,” said Jackie Nared.

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 - Danville « CA BRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $1,000,000!

4.25% 14.42% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!
Fixed Rates to $417,000 Fixed Rates to $625,500

« e RATE APR RATE APR
Any team can beat us if we’re not on
our A game every mght” 30 Year Fixed 3.875% 4.100% 4.125% 4.250%
But the Gaels bounced back after | || 15 Year Fixed | 2.875% | 2.990% | 3.000% | 3.175%
another strong week of practice, top-

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM
THE MOST EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED
PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee
of any kind. This comparison is based solely on
estimated figures and information available at the
time of production. Interest rate is subject to
borrower and property qualifying.

Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an
Equal Opportunity Lender.

pling UC Davis 88-71 on Dec. 15, the
Gaels 14th straight win following a
loss going back two seasons.

“They hate losing,” explained
Thomas. “When you have that kind
of personality on your team it makes
coming off of a loss a much easier sit-
uation.”

St. Mary’s travels to Los Angeles

itoncd astle

Land & Home Financial

for aroad test at USC on Dec. 19, and
at CSU Northridge on Dec. 21.

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
& RESEARCH CENTER OAKLAND

SPORTS
CENTER

California Magic Soccer Club Tryouts
Starts in January!

MEDICINE
FOR

YOUNG ATHLETES

WALNUT CREEK 925-979-3430
OAKLAND 510-428-3558

* SPORT-SPECIFIC PHYSICAL THERAPY FOR THE DEVELOPING YOUNG ATHLETE

* LONG-TERM SPORTS PERFORMANCE ENHANCEMENT

* INJURY REDUCTION TECHNIQUES
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Soccer Season Underway
Big Rivalry Match This Week

By Marissa Harnett

ust as surely as winter blows in, so does the

high school soccer season. Training since
mid-November, the season is just getting under-
way. Preceded by only one pre-season tourna-
ment, league play began on Dec. 11.

In boys’ soccer, Campolindo is off to a hot
start, winning the Winter Soccer Classic, Silver
Division, on Dec. 7. After an erratic start last
season, Campo hit a groove and surged to reach
the NCS finals finishing the season 18-8-2 over-
all (7-4-1 in league).

Despite their strong finish last year, the team
lacked confidence going into this season. “Al-
though we got better last year as the season went
along and completely exceeded expectations,
the sting of finishing second in everything (Win-
ter Soccer Classic, DFAL and NCS) definitely
carried into the offseason and into this season,”
head coach Shane Carney explained. “It was
hard for us to enjoy our unexpected success last
year when we kept coming up just short.”

The Dec. 7 win helped Campo solidify their
confidence. Adding to their momentum, the
Cougars also nabbed their first two league
games against Las Lomas and Alhambra.

As last season’s DFAL winner, Acalanes is
arguably Campo’s biggest rival. Finishing the
2012-2013 season with an overall record of 23-
1-3 (11-0-2 in league), the Dons have consis-
tently produced strong results and have earned
the NCS title four times in five years.

However, a bumpy start to the 2013-2014
season finds the Dons fighting to regain traction.
The Winter Classic produced disappointing re-
sults as the Dons went 1-2-1. A 2-1 loss to Al-
hambra followed in their league opener last
Wednesday.

Still, head coach Paul Curtis is not worried.
“The roster has 23 boys and they are working
hard to come together as a single cohesive and
productive unit,” he explained. “This year, there
are a significant number of new players on the
varsity team and so that process will take some
time,” Curtis continued. He views the results as

Campolindo is 2-0 after defeating Alhambra last Friday.

an “opportunity for growth and improvement.”

Acalanes has seen major personnel turnover
including graduating 25 players over two years.
Also for the first time ever, three freshmen
earned spots on the varsity roster. Curtis feels
good about the season ahead — the Dons over-
came Dublin in their second league game, per-
haps signaling an upward trend — as well as in
the coming years noting the deep young talent
and particularly strong freshman team. “It bodes
well for the future of the program,” he said.

Miramonte, who has struggled with consis-
tency and continuity over the last few years, per-
formed well at the Winter Classic finishing with
a 2-1-1 record and a third place trophy in the
Bronze Division.

New head coach Billal Samy is excited to
take the helm at Miramonte, a task that comes
with many challenges. Second to battling in-
juries, helping players move from club soccer
to high school is a significant hurtle. The short
pre-season along with ability differentials make
high school soccer a difficult transition.

Samy is up to the task though. “If the proper
training environment is implemented, players of
different backgrounds/abilities may have a bet-
ter chance to put forth a strong, collective and
competitive effort,” he explained.

Samy is happy with the results so far, log-
ging six goals for and only three against in the
opening tournament. Although the Mats fell to
Dougherty Valley in their season opener, Samy
is confident. “We definitely have the personnel
to compete at this level,” he said.

As the fourth coach in as many years, Samy
has simple aspirations. “My goal is to prepare
the team to compete,” he stated. “NCS is al-
ways a target, but developing players and plant-
ing the seeds for the next few years is the first

goal.”

Upcoming rivalry action at 6:15 p.m.:
Friday, Dec. 20 Acalanes (@ Campolindo
Friday, Jan.10 Acalanes (@ Miramonte

Wednesday, Jan. 15Miramonte (@ Campolindo

. 5 — L i - -
e e = W T
Photo Gint Federas

Photo Gint Federas

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Mats Finish Third in Winter

Classic

Submitted by Jeanne Woodlee

Back row, from left: Billal Samy, Joe Wang, Jake Woodlee, Ryan See, Sam Conklin, Reece Roberts,

Garrett Johnson, Henry Hodder, Gabe Sloan; front row: Coleman Fine, Spencer Hardwick, Clay
Haskell, Aaron Roybal, Clark Jordan, Ben Hodder, Jarrett Visher; not pictured: David Basili, Michael

Basili, Asher Kalman, Connor McDonald, Ruwan Thilakaratne, Kyle Visher

Miramonte boys’ varsity soccer finished
in third place at the Winter Classic

Soccer Tournament. The team had several ab-
sent players and even had to forfeit the first
game. However, once on the field, the Mats

Photo provided

were tough competition. Led by new coach
Billal Samy, Miramonte tied against Mission
San Jose 2-2, defeated Berean Christian 4-0
and defeated Irvington, 1-0, the rescheduled
forfeit match.

7 925-377-0977
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Miramonte Girls’ Basketball

Strong as Ever

Campo, Acalanes look to unseat

By Conrad Bassett

Megan Reid

he 2012-2013 girls basketball season

brought much attention to Lamorinda as
the Miramonte Matadors went through a second
straight undefeated Diablo-Foothill Athletic
League season on their way to a spectacular 27-
3 record. Miramonte again looks like the top fa-
vorite, but Acalanes and Campolindo are
looking for the upset.

This year, Miramonte returns their entire
team from last year, except graduated, four-year
player, Carly Gill. Head coach Kelly Sopak
notes that she will be hard to replace.

“Sometimes, we have to realize that people
are not replaceable. Carly provided too much
for one person to replace her. We simply will all
have to step up to fill that void, including our
coaching staff.”

Sopak certainly has those tools—seniors
Megan Reid, Bree Alford, Nadine Maserweh
and Allison Miller return as does junior Kaitlin
Fenn and sophomores Sabrina lonescu, Keana
Delos Santos, Jesse Wilson and Uriah Howard.

Sopak added, “Masarweh has improved
tremendously since last season and will likely
start this year.”

Newcomers include freshman Elle Louie
and senior Mariah Seals.

Those who saw the team play last year will
note that Sopak freely substituted and there
were always fresh players on the court.

“We will carry 11 on varsity and all 11
players will play,” said Sopak. “I hate to com-
pare teams but I have never felt more comfort-
able with my entire roster as I do this season.
We may have a starting lineup for the sake of
having one, but I look at it as if we have 11
starters. They are all unique and bring some-
thing different to the court but I could not tell
you on any given night who is going to carry
us.”

And as always they will have a challenging
schedule including traveling out of state
twice—to the NIKE TOC in Phoenix and to
Gillette, Wyo. to play in the Energy Classic.

Over in Lafayette, the Acalanes Dons have
anew varsity coach, Chad Wellon, who will be
looking to improve on last year’s team that
struggled to an overall 12-14 record.

He knows the players as he coached the

Ashley Ewing

Nadine Maserweh

Dons’ freshman team last year.

Wellon has a young team with only two
seniors—Ariel Padua and Krista Federas.

Wellon said, “So far Julia Lyons, a sopho-
more point guard and team captain, has really
taken on a leadership role and has been a con-
sistent scorer for us.”

Wellon added that his young team will also
be helped by a freshman. “Another player to
watch out for is Roni Marrone, freshman for-
ward. She also has been a consistent scorer and
contributor over the first part of our season.”

So far, the Dons are off to a good start. They
opened the season with three wins in their first
four games, and they will be playing most of
their pre-season games locally.

Campolindo is also starting the season with
a new head coach. Art Thoms is moving up
from the assistant position in the Cougar pro-
gram. Campo went 25-6 a year ago with only
two DFAL losses, both to Miramonte, and went
as far as the Nor-Cal semi-finals. They lost
three starters to graduation including Laura
Hickey and Courtney Seyranian.

“Laura and Courtney were great players
and leaders last season. We also graduated a
third starter, Rachel Riddle. It will be hard to
replace them,” Thoms said.

Still the Cougars do bring back some depth.
“Seniors Ashley Ewing and Meagan Adachi are
returning starters from last year and Sierra
Regan is a senior and has earned a starting po-
sition,” Thoms explained. “Ashley, Meagan and
Sierra were voted team captains and we will
look to them for leadership.”

“Freshman Brooke Panfili will step into a
starting guard role,” added Thom:s.

The Cougars will also stay local playing
several non-league games and playing in the
West Coast Jamboree along with Acalanes.

All coaches agreed that the entire DFAL
will be a solid league again this year. Dublin
won 21 games last season and has won their
first three games this year. Dougherty Valley has
asolid history. Las Lomas and Alhambra should
be improved as well.

Wellon summed it up, “Every game will be

tough!”

Meagan Adachi
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Consecutive Turkey Titles
Submitted by Kellie Beaubelle

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Back row, from left: Coach Azzani, Miles Beaubelle, Patrick Greenfield, Luke Miller, coach Brait-
berg, Ben Schmiedt, Jayson Fernbacher; front row: Harrison Braitberg, Adrese Azzani, Nicolas
Dutto, Jonathan Wong. Photo provided
he Santa Maria seventh grade boys’ the third consecutive year. The majority of these
American division team won the 2013  boys have been playing together on the Ameri-
MVP Flight Turkey Shootout tournament for can team since third grade.
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Submitted by Corinna Sassano

L

freshman at UCLA, is part of this year's national
champion soccer team.

amorinda Soccer Club alum Claire Winter,
a graduate of Acalanes High School and

Photo provided

Cal Magic Earn Gold

Submitted by Greg Davis

From left, front row: Olivia Grillo, Teveen Aghababian, Eliza Bates, Georgia Karas, Molly
Midthun, Alyssa Runckel; back row: coach Tony Neto, Hanako Helton, Bridgette Schafer,
Maggie Saracevic, Gabby Ortale, Devon Ortman, Nicole Van Stralen, Katherine Buckley; not

pictured: Olivia Marquez. Photo provided
kicks, providing great drama for the family

and friends who came to watch.

he California Magic U12 girls were
crowned champions Dec. 9 in the

Lamorinda Soccer Club U13 boys’ Navy
team won the NorCal League. Ending the
season with 25 goals (second best in the league),
eight goals scored against (best in the league)
and a +17 point goal differential (best in the
league), the LMSC team possessed the ball and
created opportunities all season.

As the season wound down, Lamorinda
went into the last two games of the season in
second place. This set up a face off for first place

Photo provided
against Mustang Lazio, who were in first by 1
point.

Atthe end of the first half, LMSC was down
0-1. Although LMSC possessed the majority of
the second half, they were almost 20 minutes
into the second half before they were able to put
the ball in the back of the net. Later, LMSC
scored again to win the game.

LMSC clinched the division with a win over
Richmond.

Slalom Success
Submitted by Leslie Ryder

w&ﬁmﬂﬂl. Ay

prestigious Juventus Copa d' Oro tourna-
ment. Magic went undefeated over the
two-day event, outscoring their opponents
9-1.

The championship game was intense
from start to finish. Magic won in penalty

At tournament’s end, coach Tony Neto
remarked: "This is our first year together
as a team and I am very proud of the in-
credible skills the girls have developed.
Our kids love playing soccer and it is won-
derful to watch that passion on the field.”

Mats’ Alum is All-NATA

Submitted by John Fuller

-

R

Photo provided

ophie Fuller, a recent graduate of

Miramonte and freshman de-
fender for Westmont, competed in the
NAIA soccer championship game in
Orange, Alabama against Concordia
of Oregon on Dec. 7. Fuller started
every game for the Warriors.

Westmont advanced to the final
match after defeating four teams from
around the United States, including
Westminter of Utah, Martin Methodist
of Tennessee, Davenport of Michigan,
and Northwood of Florida.

The Warriors came up short in the
final, losing to Concordia by a score
of 1-0. Fuller was selected to the
NAIA All-Tournament Team and was
additionally honored as the Defensive
. Most Valuable Player of the tourna-
ment.
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Sierra Ryder at Alyeska Resort in a FIS race hosted by Alyeska Ski Club. ~ Photo by Bod Eastaugh

iramonte senior Sierra Ryder tied
for first place in the Alaska Best
Water December FIS slalom. Ryder and
another competitor finished with a time of

1:55.71 seconds on Dec. 13. Ryder com-
petes for Lake Tahoe Racing and is a FIS
ski racer. She will compete next year in
college.

Orinda Aquatics Swims in
Winter Meets

Submitted by Tracy Fu

INFER[UNTGR-NATIO

Photos provided

-
From left: Talbot Jacobs, Mary Ashby, Hannah Grubbs, Claire Therien, Allison Stevens, Gabe
Ostler.

rinda Aquatics

finished fourth
in the Winter Junior
Olympics in Morgan
Hill Dec. 6-8.

Just a week later,
six high school swim-
mers, Talbot Jacobs,
Allison Stevens,
Mary Ashby, Gabe
Ostler, Hannah
Grubbs and Claire
Therien, competed in

the 2013 Speedo Win-
From left: Michael Wheeler, Alec Baker, Alex Low, Kai Nashan and ter Junior Nationals in
Justin Lammert Greensboro, N.C..
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AMFA ART GALLERY

BARBACOA MEXICAN
COMFORT FOOD

ENTOURAGE SPA & SALON

HELLO TIARA JEWLERY
& ACCESSORIES

AT ORINDA THEATRE SQUARE IT’S ALL GOOD. Casual, yet upscale dining with a menu for every taste. An
eclectic blend of boutiques and health & beauty services. And all the latest movie releases at an iconic Bay
Area theater. With so many new and exciting restaurants and shops, including the new Piccolo Napoli pizzeria,

KASPER’S
HOT DOGS

LAVA PIT
HAWAIIAN GRILL

LIVING LEAN
ORINDA THEATRE

ORINDA TRAVEL
PETRA CAFE

PICCOLO NAPOLI
REPUBLIC OF CAKE

SERIKA JAPANESE
RESTAURANT

SHELBYS " I = ©  STARBUCKS COFFEE
RESTAURANT t A SUBWAY
THINK f 5 SWEET DREAMS TOY STORE
} TABLE 24 NEIGHBORHOOD

INSIDE \ COMFORT FOOD

VISUAL ENTREE OPTOMETRY
THE

SQUARE

there are so many reasons to think inside The Square! ORINDA THEATRE SQUARE

RECEIVE UP TO 3 HOURS OF FREE PARKING WITH VALIDATION FOLLOW US ON: '|p' B f orindatheatresquare.com

HH_;'; flreahome
cempanions

N DTS B SDEE

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate
Adult Care

925-330-3999

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

B = | [Park Place ™8™

Home Pick Up Available in Orinda Wl FH ADNVISOYVRS, [N

Wi o Weeh of Camp'
e, Possghdngil comulamerinds

e Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning
e Charitable Planning ¢ Educational Funding

401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ® 925-254-7766 ¢ www.thegannetts.com

Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Foothill Securities Investing in
your future since 1962, Member FINRA, SIPC

The BookStore
an village square!

178 Willage Saqeare. Cirinada, CA 14580
QPR LS B
|
!-H -in".:ihfr-'cl:'m
gluiud ST TSR

TR COMPLETE COMMUNITY BOOKITORE

SHOP Geppeﬂo s of Orinda
ORINDA | Fbon ﬁ

* Sandwiches

* Soups = L=
- * Salads
i TGk ). 1 Open Mon-Fri 6:30am-5pm, Sat 7am-3:00pm
REPUBLIC| ©oriNDA, CABS4563 o e
= | Buy one get one free 1
O B25.254.38900 I coffee or espresso drink 87 Orinda Way
CAKE merumLcoFcakE oM (Lo___STimie 1 253-9894

E%dim ‘We’re more than a

dependable health

&nppf * professional.

PHARBMARY We're also your
personal
health advisor.

Alan Wong, R.Ph.
282 Village Square, Orinda (925) 254-1211
The Pharmacy That’s All About Your Health*™

24/7 AIRPORTS & LOCAL

(925) 482-7112
(925) 253-TAXI (8294)

orindataxi@gmail.com  www.orindataxi.com

ViCaulou’s

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

Orinda Villge Anhqurs

Lahing Wea

in the
English Minner

L]
Synar Limb

_—

LAFAYETTE V:J\NE [@RN S - -
JBUREG ARCHITECTS Mon. - Sat. 11 to 6 or by appointment

ARCHITECTS O 107 Orinda Way ¢ Orinda ¢ 925.254.2206

CALL NOW (925) 377-8733 (;;, €¢

%% TREE REMOVAL » “%;
“ 'SPECIALIST

Licensed ¢ Insured * Bonded

COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL
Removal of Hazardous Trees/Branches

Theatre Square,

Orinda
(next to the Orinda Theatre)
Mon-Sat 11-8, Sun 11-7

!! 'Iiﬁ 5 : %‘ :
MFine Pr_un@ Haza&dous Tree Remboyal

Limited Access Specialist) |

Stump/Removal

Breedlove

Health, Lite, Long-Term Care
Humbveines, Families, Individuaks
QI5-254-hIhE « wwiw hireedloveinsuranoe, com

= T o g i
e
=0 v P
¥Specializing/in|Redwood Remoyal Stump Grmdlng
On:Site|Milling/Service! (Limited Access/JUprootedtumps Nojproblem)

“100% Recycled - Nothing Goes To Landfill”

(@) EAST BAY TREE SERVICE S wose

(ontractor _ FREE ESTIMATES - SAME DAY SERVICE  2,ChiPS
Lic 4805794 www.EastBayTreeService.com

925-377-TREE (8733)

Over a Decade of Dedication to Lamorinda

Insurance Services

% DANVILLE * TREE SERVICE % ORINDA % TREE SERVICE X LAFAYETTE X
X YANINO X IDIA¥IS I3UL X ITIIANVA X IDIAYIS ITYL X VOVIOW X

To advertise on Shop Orinda call 925.377.0977
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Hire a Pro

But don t shy away from doing some home repairs yourself

By Chris Lavin

Mark Shaw works on a sticking interior door at his home

in Orinda.

Photos Chris Lavin

ow that winter weather has
nstruck, homeowners are looking
around their houses for those re-

pairs that just didn’t get done over the sum-
mer, but need attention.

“Hire a pro,” says Mark Shaw, who calls
himself a realtor and a violinist in the same
breath, “but there are some things you can
handle yourself”

Shaw says that if a homeowner has done
nothing to their home for 10 years, and made
no repairs, then it’s likely the owner is look-
ing at $5,000 in repairs — and that’s the low
end.

Shaw gives free home maintenance
seminars at the Lafayette Library twice a year,
one focusing on the exterior, the other on the
inside. His most recent crowd was there for
advice mainly for particular problems: A per-
sistent shower leak that hasn’t been fixed by
three consecutive repairmen (“water damage
is the worst, you can'’t let that go”), furnace
problems (“make sure you're not heating
your attic”), and a handful of widows who
were looking for guidance now that their hus-
bands aren’t around to oversee repairs.

“It’s interesting,” Shaw said, “that when
you've lived in a house for a long time, and
especially if you live alone, things start to
need attention, and you might think every-
thing looks just fine. But it doesn’t to some-
one coming in for the first time. I see it all the
time.” ...continued on page D4

Two perpendicular layers of stone wool insulation
batts were easy to install in this Moraga home.
Photo Andy Scheck



VLATKA BATHGATE

IF | HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?

Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

- Linked [

@ﬂappy ﬂo[ic[ays/%

COMING SOON in January 2014
588 Dalewood Dr, Orinda $1,798,000

Orinda Downs luxury awaits you in this
enchanting residence with tranquil setting
on over-sized lot with playful flat areas.A
sleek contemporary,4bed/3.5 baths,
updated gourmet kitchen. Master bedroom
with fireplace, remodeled bathroom with
jetted tub.All the bedrooms with their
own remodeled bathrooms and private

| decks. Outdoor spa.

COMING SOON in January 2014
216 Encounter Bay, Alameda $799,000

Distinguished lagoon oasis. This masterpiece 3bed/2.5 baths home is nestled in
a tranquil, private cul-de-sac amid one of
Alameda's most prestiguos and sought after
communities. The updated gourmet kitchen
and remodeled luxurious bathrooms and
views from almost every room complement
the landscaped backyard with spa. Classic
sophistication and contemporary flair are
brilliantly executed.

(]
<

EXCELLENT TIME to take advantage of strong
demand to get the highest possible price on your
home and buy something else while interest rates
are still low. They started to go up.

If I had a Buyer for your home would you sell it?

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

City Last reported: LOWEST AMOUNT: HIGHEST AMOUNT:
LAFAYETTE 13 $531,500 $2,525,000
MORAGA 8 $310,000 $1,275,000

ORINDA 9 $400,000 $1,700,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.
LAFAYETTE

3567 Boyer Circle, $915,000, 4 Bdrms, 2570 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 11-14-13;
Previous Sale: $650,000, 09-27-11

3536 Brook Street, $531,500, 2 Bdrms, 1121 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 11-13-13

3538 Brook Street, $531,500, 2 Bdrms, 1113 SqFt, 1990 YrBIt, 11-13-13

3542 Brook Street, $531,500, 2 Bdrms, 1121 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 11-13-13;
Previous Sale: $156,000, 09-16-85

109 Camelia Lane, $550,000, 11-18-13;
Previous Sale: $1,500,000, 08-11-06

32 Crest Road, $1,950,000, 3 Bdrms, 3718 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 11-8-13;
Previous Sale: $2,225,000, 10-24-07

3158 Gloria Terrace, $925,000, 3 Bdrms, 1908 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 11-12-13

3848 Happy Valley Road, $2,525,000, 2 Bdrms, 1084 SqFt, 1903 YrBlt, 11-19-13

3222 Los Palos Circle, $1,718,000, 3 Bdrms, 3142 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 11-20-13;
Previous Sale: $1,420,000, 12-03-04

733 Los Palos Drive, $2,185,000, 4 Bdrms, 4110 SqFt, 2003 YrBlt, 11-18-13;
Previous Sale: $640,000, 08-07-02

3407 Shangri La Road, $1,660,000, 4 Bdrms, 3972 SqFt, 2004 YrBlt, 11-8-13;
Previous Sale: $1,925,000, 11-10-05

10 Silverhill Way, $985,000, § Bdrms, 3684 SqFt, 1988 YiBlt, 11-21-13;
Previous Sale: $878,000, 11-26-03

3178 Teigland Road, $1,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 3284 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 11-14-13;
Previous Sale: $1,200,000, 04-12-13

MORAGA

904 Augusta Drive, $799,000, 3 Bdrms, 2710 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 11-8-13;
Previous Sale: $779,000, 07-03-01

37 Lynwood Place, $1,275,000, S Bdrms, 3430 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 11-13-13;
Previous Sale: $150,000, 05-22-79

651 Moraga Road #24, $310,000, 2 Bdrms, 1144 SqFt, 1962 YrBIt, 11-21-13;
Previous Sale: $280,000, 04-18-02

3995 Paseo Grande, $1,225,000, 5 Bdrms, 2623 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 11-19-13

1837 St. Andrews Drive, $980,000, 3 Bdrms, 2828 SqFt, 1981 YiBlt, 11-19-13;
Previous Sale: $1,010,000, 05-03-05

1903 St. Andrews Drive, $1,150,000, 3 Bdrms, 3424 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 11-20-13;
Previous Sale: $440,000, 09-01-88

479 Woodminster Drive, $576,000, 3 Bdrms, 1572 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 11-13-13;
Previous Sale: $510,000, 08-02-10

550 Woodminster Drive, $517,000, 3 Bdrms, 1572 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 11-19-13

... continued on page D7

Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda Advertise in Lamorinda Weekly
Call 925-377-0977 today
We print and deliver 26,000 copies every other week.
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2013 In Review: THANK YOU Lamorinda for all of your Business, Referrals and Reviews!

Listings 2013

62 MoragaVia, Orinda
15 Hetfield Place, Moraga

Buyers 2013

57 Parson Brown,Moraga $1,650,000 Sold prior to market
4 Whiting Court,Moraga $1,350,000 Sold prior to market
$1,130,000 Soldin I days

$950,000 Sold prior to market

"We can't thank Lana enough
for finding us a wonderful
home in a really difficult mar-
ket.We had been looking in
the Lamorinda area for over
6mo with an agent from San
Francisco. She helped us
every step of the way as we
negotiated and closed on the

up our house for sale and kept
us posted every step along the
way. Truly a pleasure to work
with." Brandon

"We have had the good for-
tune of partnering with Lana
to sell our previous home.
She is an ABSOLUTE profes-
sional, an amazing resource of
local Lamorinda information
and a tremendously hard-
working agent. Lana is very
creative and understands

7 Haven Court,Moraga $1,695,000 (pending) house. She definitely went how to showcase a home’s Lana telling me she had a couple of places
470 Fernwood, Moraga $1,110,000 (sold) above and beyond, acting as best features to make it at- she thought would be interesting.Again |
108 Warfield, Moraga $790,000 (sold) more than our agent. Each tractive to a prospective was skeptical, but we arranged to meet.
1903 St.Andrews, Moraga $1,150,000 (sold) day we've been in our new buyer.This has been a tough She showed us two houses that .were ir.l
1253 Larch, Moraga $1,100,000 (sold) house, we thank our lucky Ewarkelt and \l:ledknowbthat. szdT:lez :kf, Z::tlzvcz ;:;rz rl‘?jo:rl?cge f_cl>_:l ;r;
. i ana always had our best in- ) .
| 13 Cypress Point, Moraga $750,000 " (sold) SLElar:: wztc;/;:ncito;;iitoeudldvr:::h terests in)llnind throughout didn't quite fit, but she suggested one
171 Kingsdale,Walnut Creek $950,000 (sold) be hé:re without her"! the process. Lana is thought- | |[more stop.We visited and ultimately
704 Las Trampas, Lafayette $1,875,000 (sold) Chris and Hilleary ful and insightful but at the bought it. Lana listened, followed up and
801 Willow Pond, Danville $660,000 (sold) = ' ' : same time, she treated our found us something that met our needs.
755 Camino Ricardo,Moraga $1,117,000 (sold) Lana did a great job sprucing | | byers and their agent with | |She made the entire process easy.And

respect.VVe highly recom-
mend Lana as an excellent re-
altor for buying and selling in
the Lamorinda area." Shirley

"When we decided to check out the real
estate market after returning to CA, we
met Lana at an open house. She was
pleasant and personable, but I'm the ulti-
mate skeptic when it comes to people |
think are only there to sell. Ve talked
about the type of house we were inter-
ested in, took her card and left.A couple
of weeks later the phone rang and it was

she is one of the nicest people I've had
the pleasure to do business with. I'd want
her to represent me should | ever sell or
buy property in the future." Douglas

Lana Fitzpatrick

Top 100 Realtor
(925) 872-4660

lana.fitzpatrick@camoves.com

www.lanafitzpatrick.com
CalBRE # 01805218

OEEUE=

COLDW
BANKCR O
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

PREVIEWS

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304.




Page: D4 LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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... continued from page D1
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Kai Rochette washes off the furnace filter for his family’s home in Canyon.

To illustrate his point, Shaw brought along a slide
show with alot of nasty pictures of things living in our
carpets, horrible close-ups of parasites that ride in on
our pets, and messy insulation that has fallen away
from ducts.

While this list is by no means comprehensive,
Shaw hit some high points:

«  Have your furnace inspected and hire a chimney
sweep to vacuum out your heating ducts. At the same
time, replace your furnace filters every two to three
months, or get a permanent filter that you can hose

down every few months.
«  Getacarbon monoxide detector, pronto. “If you
do not have one of these then go straight from here to
the hardware store and buy one today.” That warning
was accompanied by a huge skull and crossbones, to
the tune of an ominous Dvorak violin concerto. And
use the fan over your propane oven range, even if it
sounds like a jet engine. The carbon monoxide detec-
tors aren’t expensive, and one will do, installed down
low in a hallway, for example.

... continued on page D6
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These permanent furnace filters can be rinsed
down with a hose — no need to buy new filters.
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HAPPY Hire a Pro

. continued from page D4

And clean range vents, filters and ducts

HOLIDAYS

e -—-""':E - [
L |

while you're at it.

o Make sure your clothes dryer is venting
properly. Clogged dryer vents are the leading
cause of house fires, he said. (And yes, Shaw

displays a truly terrifying image of a house
engulfed in flames.)

o Check your smoke detectors, even the
hard-wired ones.

o Clean your garage. “America has the

D’.f,,f' Irienvds diay 1oyl

only culture in the world where people will
spend tens of thousands of dollars on a car,
and then park it outside,” he said.
«  Consider buying a home warranty.
Warranties cost about $400 a year, he said,
and will cover the repair of any major appli-
ance on your property. And if it can’t be re-
paired, the insurer will replace it. A woman
asked if the insurer will come to the house to
inspect, first, to see how old her appliances
are. “Nope,” was Shaw’s answer.
o  Buy areally powerful vacuum - “one
that will try to suck the carpet right off the
floor”
o If your attic isn’t insulated, consider
getting it done. “That’s the biggest bang for
your buck.”

His audience came away exhausted, but
relieved.

“This was so helpful,” said Eve Guinan-

LESLIE MICHELE Blaney, who feels slightly overwhelmed by
DOPP-MANZONE MANZONE keeping up her Lafayette house. “Especially

Certified Residential Specialist ~ Certified Residential Specialist forthe eldeﬂ.y fike e . .
(925) 388-6056 Direct (925) 222-5512 Direct Shaw will happily send his exterior and
(510) 388-2393 (510) 517-0111 Cell ) .
CalBRE# 01120753 CalBRE# 01028002 emails him. He can be reached at

mark@markshawrealtor.com.

interior home repair list to anyone who

MANVONE [ fo
e I AL - 5

A Family Tradition of Excellence
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded
...continued from Page D2 f W

ORINDA @
23 Alta Vista Drive, $400,000, 2 Bdrms, 1012 SqFt, 1949 YrBIt, 11-18-13; ..
Previous Sale: $27,000, 02-16-71 Ranked #1 East Bay Real

38 Brookwood Road, $720,000, 4 Bdrms, 1517 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 11-13-13; " L] ) Estate Company
Previous Sale: $380,000, 07-28-00 e : -

460 Camino Sobrante, $1,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 2905 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 11-13-13

5 Chelton Court, $1,069,000, 4 Bdrms, 1969 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 11-7-13;
Previous Sale: $865,000, 06-19-12

44 Claremont Avenue, $636,000, 3 Bdrms, 1378 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 11-8-13;
Previous Sale: $67,500, 09-28-76 =

4 Corte Del Rey, $875,000, 3 Bdrms, 1676 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 11-7-13

3617 Lost Valley Drive, $855,000, 3 Bdrms, 1367 SqFt, 1958 YrBIt, 11-13-13

Los Dedos Road, $1,035,000, 2 Bdrms, 2278 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 11-20-13

109 Van Ripper Lane, $1,700,000, 3 Bdrms, 2952 SqFt, 1951 YrBIt, 11-19-13;
Previous Sale: $510,000, 06-08-89

a1 | j_'._':_._,"l.? -
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Nancy Stryker

Thanks to my clients for a successtul collaboration in 2013.

&twmha%wmoy, J@MM&’&»

Nancy Stryker

The Beaubelle Group
925.890.6911 Coldwell Banker’s #1 Group in the East Bay
nancystryker@gmail.com www.TheBeaubelleGroup.com

CalBRE # 01290021

Recent Solds
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3805 Palo Alto Drive, Lafayette I71 Corliss Drive, Moraga 671 lronbark Circle, Orinda 705 Ironbark Court, Orinda

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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The Home Designer

Wrap It Up

By Brandon Neff

s we come to the end of yet an-
Aother year, I thought it would
be fun to reflect on the past 12 months
and highlight some of the best of
what’s happened in the design world —
so many trends, so many near misses,
and a few noteworthy standouts that I
think will endure.

Like many designers, I'm always
fascinated by innovations in new ma-
terials, new silhouettes that seem to
show up in every shelter magazine si-
multaneously and breakout products
that shape how we live in our homes.
As I'm not influenced much by the
“latest” looks, I often look at my own
portfolio of work to see if what I imag-
ined for my clients happened to reflect
any of the “hot list” ideas that seem to
flood the design scene like fashion
“must haves” clamoring for attention
every season.

I always try to present fresh ideas
for my clientele that are grounded in a
classic foundation - good design
should last a while. Spend a day with
me and you'd see the limitless fabrics,
furniture and decorative choices avail-
able to the trade burgeoning from my
vendors from here to Los Angeles. My
job is to help filter the ever expanding
merchandise and steer clients toward
achieving the look they want while
building rooms that are both livable
and unique.

True to the ever changing tastes
of consumers, 2013 marked the official
transition from Tangerine Tango to
Spring Green as the color of the mo-
ment, and soon we’ll be ushering in a
new hue to grace everything from fab-

rics to accessories to cars and even toi-
let paper. Get ready!

| - ... continued on next page

A chevron patterned rug adds happy energy to this ‘tween’ basement hangout. Photos courtesy Brandon Neff Design
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While there are always classics in interior design
that will forever look chic and work seamlessly in any
space — European and Asian antiques, American mid-
century furniture, crisp white linen lampshades, Cala-
cutta marble for kitchens and baths, sisal area rugs and
atouch of black in every room - there have been a few
new additions to the list of “go to” items I'm constantly
gleaning inspiration from these days.

Drawing from history and the au courant, I keep
a few ideas in my back pocket that always look great
and work as solid foundations in any room. Here are
a few of my favorite things:

Chevron patterns. For rugs, draperies, accent pil-
lows and even wood flooring, chevrons evoke a classic,
yet updated motif that works in any style of home. Try
a grey and white chevron fabric for dining chairs — a
new traditional look that goes with nearly everything
you pair it with. Or hang a pair of cream and white
chevron drapes to flank windows in a child’s bedroom
for a chic jolt to wake up those tired baby blues and
pinks.

Animal prints. Once a choice for only the bold
hearted — think Tony Duquette and his theatrical in-
teriors — prints in snow leopard, zebra, cheetah and
tiger patterns are a new neutral. (I see you shaking
your head at me — trust, people, trust.) The popularity
of hide rugs layered over wall-to-wall carpeting adds
both interest and whimsy to any room. (IKEA sells a
fantastic faux hide.) Try a caramel leopard patterned
wool runner to soften your stairs or as a hall runner as
away to create something special in a much used “con-
nector” space. Classic black and white zebra linen
looks fantastic as a neutral headboard trimmed with
chrome nail heads — mix with plaid bed linens or an
Ikat print for a totally boho combination. Or go over
the top and use a python printed cotton for an eye-
catching valance in an all white kitchen. Now, you're
talking crazy, Brandon!

Chinoiserie. The historic design craze during
England’s Regency era of the 19th century, and used
throughout the courts of Louis XV and Louis XVI of
France, oriental motifs are back for good, and looking
fresher than ever. As global styles mesh, and cultures
are becoming increasingly more blended, the conflu-
ence of the Far East and Western interiors are finding
a permanent partnership. From pagoda shapes and ex-
otic fretwork on everything from etageres and lighting
to lacquered finishes and japanning, Orientalism adds
a well traveled and rich texture to your space.

... continued on page D10
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Wrap It Up

... continued from page D8

A white lacquered Parson's table adds a modern touch to this traditional entry.

Try adding a pair of lidded ginger jars painted with a
rural landscape to dress up your fireplace mantel, or
choose from the myriad chinoiserie wall coverings to
add drama to a powder bath — mix with a Chinese
Chippendale style mirror and lacquered vanity for the
ultimate in glamorous hand washing.

Colorful ceilings. What? No way, Brandon! Im-
possible! Yes, Virginia, you can paint your ceilings in
something other than white. In fact, I haven't called
out a white ceiling in a client's home for years. With
all of the dynamic colors and finishes available today,
why would anyone settle for white? It's just unneces-
sary. I advise the uninitiated to start with a pale grey,
or soft mushroom hue — two colors that work beauti-
fully with any wall accent. For a bedroom, add a touch
of blue to the white tinting base for a dreamy (and
complementary) shade reminiscent of a clear sky
above - it's subtle, but very restful. And, for those

OUR HOMES

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Photo courtesy Brandon Neff Design

wishing to cast a flattering glow in a dining room, try
painting your ceiling in a metallic — bronze and silver
leaf are two of my favorites. Ralph Lauren makes won-
derful Regent Metallic paints. The refracted light from
your chandelier kissing the warm metal tint will throw
a warm and magical light over you and your guests —
like a room filled with candlelight — it’ll take your din-
ing to a whole new level.

Brass. I am continually being inspired by brass —
in kitchen cabinet hardware, in fittings for showers and
baths and in sconces and chandeliers. Its warm patina
and depth of color add a luxe dimension. As a child of
the 70s, I had thought of brass as a “second class”
metal — it seemed to always pop up in hippie fern bars
and was ubiquitous in all those pharmacy lamps used
in pool halls and used to clad foot rests in bars. But
today, I have a new appreciation for brass. For me, it
evokes the glamour of Studio 54 decadence and Top

& 925-377-0977

Wednesday, December 18,2013

Of The Mark cocktails — burnished, shaken not stirred.
Look for brass to make a comeback in everything from
furniture to mirrors and from faucets to cutlery. La
Cornue offers a range and hood in brass that reminds
me of a French bistro — mix with limestone floors and
marble counters for the height in gastronomic chic.

A Parsons Table. Named for New York’s New
School of Design and created by design luminary Jean-
Michel Frank, this table should be a staple in your
home. Versatile, simple, elegant, it was a standard issue
in almost every Billy Baldwin Park Avenue project for
good reason — it works with everything. One of my fa-
vorites is at West Elm — use it as a desk, or for a small
dining area. Place it against the wall next to your bed
as a nightstand or use it for a vanity. Their squared
shape and clean lines are being enhanced with colorful
finishes, mirror cladding and even wrapped in raffia.
Mix it up with a Louis Ghost chair, or a Wegner teak
armchair. You'll keep it around for years.

To all my design enthusiasts, here’s wishing you

the happiest of holidays and happy decorating!

| want to hear
from you!

Write me and tell me what trends
you're following. What looks are inspir-
ing your design decisions? I'm putting
together my column calendar for 2014,
and I'd love to know what topics and
stories interest you. Don't be shy, drop
me an email and say hello!

Brandon Neffis a Bay
Area based Interior
Designer. He can be
reached at
BrandonNeffDesign.com
orat
brandonneffdesign@
yahoo.com.
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Ask Cynthia Brian-Pruning After Freeze

Reader’s Request

Dear Cynthia:
After the recent few days of 20-degree temperatures, some of my plants look dead. Should I prune them back now so that they’ll recover? My garden looks really ugly.

Carol in Moraga ) ) . } S v
SN G - e mh‘ o (M v "*]

Hello Carol: R ey WS L Lt P | o

Brrr... I commiserate with you. My geraniums and pink D L Yyt : o _" s Rl - f + .&1—’ -

bower vine suffered in this recent freeze and are now brown.
They are unsightly and appear to be rotting. My designer in-
stinct is to cut them back to improve the curb appeal. How-
ever, allowing vanity to rule my desire for beauty may destroy
the entire plant.

Contrary to popular thought, after a freeze do NOT prune or
cut back the frost bitten plant matter. Allow the dead leaves
and branches to remain in place as an extra layer of protection
from the cold. Wait until danger of frost or freeze is past in
late winter or early spring to remove the dead material. Trees
may drop their leaves while lemon and other citrus may drop
fruit. Don’t panic. This is a sign that nature is at work keeping
the plant alive.

A few things you can do to protect your garden:

e  Cover frost sensitive plants with sheets, tarps, plastic,
or, as I do, unused dog pillow covers. Christmas lights that
are turned on are a good way to provide warmth. Remove
plastic when temperatures are above 55 degrees to avoid sun-
burn.

e Give your plants a good drink mid morning before a
freeze. The water will insulate the plant, protecting it from

freezing. Don’t water later in the day as temperatures get cool
and any moisture remaining on foliage may freeze causing

Freeze damaged pink bower vine on a lattice fence. It's tempting to prune back the dead leaves, but don't.
Photo Cynthia Brian

more injury.

e Turn your sprinkler systems off as you don’t want them watering during a freeze. The resulting damage will be severe.

e Leave the blanket of fallen leaves in your garden. If you must rake, make sure to add this leaf mulch to areas in need of protection. Don’t haul leaves away or put them
in your green bin. Run a lawn mover over a pile of leaves. Use this instant free gold to mulch your landscape to keep the heat in the ground.

®  Wait until March to fertilize as fertilizer stimulates new growth. Tender new foliage will be quickly damaged in the cold weather.

e Move containers to a warmer location, perhaps near the perimeter of the house or under the overhang of a balcony or roof.

Don’t worry. Most everything will come back in the spring and the beauty of your garden will return. In the meantime, enjoy your down time.

Stay warm and Happy Gardening to you!
Cynthia Brian

©2013

Cynthia Brian

The Goddess Gardener

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com

www.GoddessGardener.com

I'am available as a speaker, designer, and consultant.

Cynthia will answer one or more questions every other issue as space allows. Email your comments or questions to Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
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55 Oak Road

Build your dream home on this
gorgeous oak studded lot with
views of the hills. Terrific
neighborhood of impressive
homes close to town.
Utilities/sewer at street.

$219,000

ORINDA

40 Dos Osos

Incredible Orinda, San Pablo
Dam, Mt. Diablo views +
abundance of nature surrounds
this supersized parcel bordering
EBMUD land. Once in a
lifetime opportunity raw land
sale. $545,000

ORINDA

FanEs
e p
34 La Vuelta

Located on coveted street in OCC,
this appx .37 ac parcel is
surrounded by expensive homes &
incredible opportunity to build on
special location. Approved site
plan w/stylish designed home
comes w/purchase. $569,000

ORINDA

New Listing

20 Muth Drive

Beautifully updated contemporary
ranch style, 4bd/2.5ba on spacious
3/4 ac lot. Hdwd flrs, slab counter Kkit.
w/ breakfast area & formal dining rm
together w/ big lawn & huge back
patio w/spa are just a few of what this
home has to offer. $899,000

54 La Campana
Brilliant 1938 south facing lathe &
plaster construction in heart of
Country Club. 4bd/3ba with
approximately 2608 sf. One of
largest pools in Orinda, Trader Vics
built BBQ poolside, gardens. A bit
of TLC needed. $1,000,000

ORINDA

9 Las Piedras

Picturesque private 6bd/3ba in park
like setting w/panoramic views, level
lawn & recreational pool. 3745 sf
classic custom w/vaulted ceilings,
walls of windows, hdwd flrs, den,
workout rm, FR & well-appointed
kitchen. $1,349,000

ORINDA

Faf F I8
1 Camino del Cielo
Sophisticated and stylish 4900+
square foot newer construction
with four bedrooms plus office,
three and one half baths, decks
and views.

$1,599,000

Absolutely One-of-a-Kind Bay
Area Home with captivating,
sweeping views from every rm.
Perched on foremost knoll of the
coveted Sandhill enclave. Ideal for
active family as well as large scale
entertaining. $5,200,000

137 Via Joaquin
Updated Moraga Townhome
with Oversized loft, chef's
kitchen, open floor plan, lots of
windows, private setting.
Inviting patio backs to open
space. 75 Walk Score.

$645,000

MORAGA
L

X New_Listing
127 Cypress Point Way
Rarely available MCC Plan 4 w/
living rm, dining rm, kit./fam. rm
combo & halfbath on Ist flr w/ new
pecan hardwd flrs & carpet. Upstairs
are 3 bdrms & 2 baths. Very desirable
loc. on cul-de-sac: walk to clubhouse,
swim, tennis, golf & town. $749,000

1

1743 Spyglass Lane
Moraga Country Club Forest
Hills model, updates throughout
include new kitchen appliances,
granite counters, updated bath,
hardwood floors, new carpet,
paint & lighting.

$950,000

LAFAYETTE

-.; o

9 Mountain View Place
Fabulous updated 4bd/2.5ba, 3481
sf custom contemporary on .78 ac
in tranquil setting. Spacious LR &
DR, new hardwd flrs throughout,
new eat-in kitchen/DR open to FR,
voltaic solar panels, new redwood
deck & more. $1,299,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 * Orinda, CA 94563 * Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on ( Sunday Open Homes |
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Joan Cleveland
Shannon Conner
Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens 11
Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng
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Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen
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Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Terri Bates Walker
Ann Ward
Dan Weil
Margaret Zucker

.j facebook.com/VillageAssociates

| twitter.com/villageassoc






