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Local Romance Novelist
Uncovers World of Self-

Publishing

By Moya Stone

]

Author Vanessa Kier
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One never knows what secrets
our neighbors might be keep-
ing. For example Lamorinda resident
Vanessa Kier, an unassuming ac-
counting manager by day, toils away
each evening and weekend on a series
of romance thrillers titled “The Sur-
gical Strike Unit.” Having just fin-
ished book number four, the author
says she started out writing purely for
her own entertainment.

Kier has been making up charac-
ters and plotlines for as long as she
can remember and since high school,
jotting down ideas in notebooks. “I’ve
always been a storyteller,” says Kier.
But did she ever think that one day
she might become a published au-
thor?

Kier says, actually, she fought
against publishing. After years of
watching other writers face the ups
and downs of the competitive indus-
try, she didn’t think she wanted to go
through all that herself. But as her
characters developed and began to
take the lead, Kier felt, in a way, re-
sponsible and realized that perhaps
she owed it to them to share their sto-
ries with readers. “I thought if T loved
these characters I'm sure other people
would love them too,” says Kier, who
after so many years of writing just for
herself, finally made the choice to
publish.

Romance novels were already fa-
miliar to Kier, having read them in
college. She chose the genre for her
own writing because she believes it’s
important for character development
and emotional depth to have strong
relationships “and love interest be-
tween two people seems to be the
most powerful,” says the author.

She initially went the traditional
route pitching to agents and editors.
Although Kier did get an agent for an-
other book project, offers weren’t
coming in for her romance novels.
Meanwhile she noticed writer friends
having some success with self-pub-
lishing and so she decided to give it a

try.

Having attended writers’ confer-
ences for years as well as workshops
on self-publishing, Kier was aware
that she must first hire experienced
people who could do what she could-
n’t. Number one on the list was an ed-
itor. “Every manuscript needs as least
one professional editing session,”
says Kier, “because no writer is per-
fect.” Through her network of fellow
scribes, most of whom she met at Ro-
mance Writers of America confer-
ences, she found an editor. Then she
found a cover designer whose work
she liked. Finally she had each novel
go through a “nitpicky about gram-
mar and reasonably priced” proof-
reader.

The next phase of the process was
to get her manuscripts ready for e-
book formatting. Undaunted, Kier did
all the technical tasks herself having
purchased a manuscript converting
software program called Jutoh. She
says she enjoyed the challenges al-
though there was a definite learning
curve.

The entire publishing process
took five months and in 2013 Kier’s
romantic thrillers came available on
Amazon.com and Barnes & Noble
both in print and as e-books. Full of
murder, intrigue, and of course ro-
mance, the series features an array of
agents who work for the SSU (Sur-
gical Strike Unit), a private special
operations group trying to stop a
deadly scientific program from kid-
napping men and turning them into
mind-controlled, superhuman sol-
diers. The stories draw on Kier’s un-
dergraduate studies in political
science and her experiences in the
Peace Corps.

Believing in muses, Kier says the
complex plotlines just come to her.
She also relies heavily on her charac-
ters. It all starts with a character and
then Kier tries to figure out their story.
“I do put my characters through hell,”
she admits. “I’d never want to come
back as one of them.” But she does
like living with her characters, writing
several hours every day.

There are no regrets for Kier. She
says she enjoys having the control
self-publishing allows as well as the
ability to make changes at any stage
in the process.

Now Kier is on to other charac-
ters and stories. Check out her web-
site: http://www.vanessakier.com/.

All That’s Jazz:

... continued from page B2

Stanley Middle School music di-
rector Bob Athayde was thrilled to
hear about Ferber’s nomination.
Athayde first met the musical twins
when directing Campolindo’s sum-
mer jazz band. Athayde said the Fer-
ber brothers have a standing
invitation as guest instructors at the
Lafayette Jazz Festival because of
their “raised to be humble” upbring-
ing. “You’d think they were account-
ants,” he said.

Still, they are “articulate, fun-

loving guys,” and Athayde calls Alan
Ferber “one of the great musicians
on the planet.”

“Alan is a mentor 20 years
younger than me,” he said.

Ferber’s wife, cellist Jody Red-
hag, his mother and brother,
Michael, will all be his guests at the
Grammys in Los Angeles Jan. 26.
Ferber said, “After enduring years of
annoying trombone practice rou-
tines, this is [Michael’s] payoff ... he
wouldn't miss it!”

When not composing or performing, Ferber teaches. He is ad-
junct professor of jazz trombone and composition at New York
University’s Steinhardt School, Johns Hopkins University’s

Peabody Conservatory, and Montclair State University’s John J.

Cali School of Music.

The 56th annual Grammy awards show airs at 8 p.m. Sunday, Jan.
26 on CBSTV. To learn more, go online to www.Grammy.com.

Alan Ferber, Sunnyside Records:

. March Sublime (2013)

. Alan Ferber (2010)

. Chamber Songs: Music for Nonet and Strings (2010)
. The Compass (2007)

. Scenes from an Exit Row (2005)

. Playground (2001)

Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda
Advertise in Lamorinda Weekly Call
925-377-0977 today

Thank you for your help in advertising our
seminar. It's already full and I am still
receiving many calls each day. ].
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GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS YEAR

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

GRADES K-12
Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry
Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needeq!

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING

& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com

MtNH NASIUM

The Math Learning Center

SexnNow!

fashion studio
Learn to sew in 2014!

Exciting New Classes + Skills Workshops
e Adults: Intro to Machine Embroidery , Home Decorating

e Kids & Teens: Quilting, Teen Fashion Group

e Juniors: Sweet Dreams for My Doll - make a doll's bed!

e Worshops for essential skills or fun seasonal projects

In addition to our core Fashion Design & Sewing Curriculum
Classes starting now - call or visit sewnow.com to register!

Fashion & Sewing Classes - Camps - Workshops - Birthday Parties - Girl Scouts - Brother Sewing Machines
3534 Golden Gate Way, Lafayette, (925) 283-7396 sewnow.com
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Universal Remote Solutions
Proudly Serving The Lamorinda

Free-In-Home Estimates

925-209-7001

P.O.Box 365
Moraga, CA 94556

Oftering Complete
Systems, Upgrades &

Community Since 2002

GET ORGANIZED
& START THE NEW
YEAR RIGHT!

LET STORAGE
DO THE JOB,
CLEAN OUT THE
CLOSETS, THE
GARAGE, THE
EXTRA ROOM...
GET READY FOR
A CLEAN SWEPT
YEAR, MINLUS ALL
THE CLUTTER
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE
EXCEPTIONALLY LOW PRICES...

AxGewas $75.. . NOW $53 8xBeewas $140..NOW $99
Tx7ewas $135.. . NOW $95 BxBrwas $159.NOW $112

THESE GREAT PRICES HOLD FOR 3 MONTHS!
USE OUR FREE =gt

A FREE GIFT, WITH OUR “"THANKS"| VAN TO MOVE s L=
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TAKE A TOUR AMD RECEIVE
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ASK FOR YOUR 2012 NEIGHRBORHOOD
COUPONS WHEN YOU COME VISIT US!
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