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Fun Events Kick off  New
Year at Lamorinda’s Libraries
By Cathy Tyson

Who doesn’t want to be

smarter, healthier, and make

new friends in 2014?  There are more

than just books and computers at

Lamorinda’s libraries; to help address

New Year’s resolutions, a wide vari-

ety of programs tailored to educate

and entertain everyone, from toddlers

to senior citizens, are being offered

free of charge.  All three libraries have

dedicated story times for little ones,

and offerings beyond reading abound.  

      

Teenagers wondering what to do

with their lives might want to check

out “Networking and Career Day”

from 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 1 at

the Lafayette Library.  Organizer

Patrick Brogan has lined up a number

of professionals including a NASA

scientist, a successful photographer

and a non-profit executive to talk with

teens and tweens about potential ca-

reer paths and how to break into them.

Also for students in grades 6 through

12, there’s a special, complimentary

event, Learn How to Make Sushi at

3:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 29. 

      

Looking to learn something new?

On Sunday afternoons starting at 3

p.m. in Lafayette there’s “Improve

your Chess Game” that’s open to

folks of all ages and abilities to gain

insight, or to just find someone to

enjoy the game with.  The Enjoy

Thinking Discussion Group will meet

on at 6 p.m. tonight, Jan. 15 to discuss

“Plato.”  T’ai Chi for adults and sen-

iors is a low impact way to improve

balance and reduce stress, with expe-

rienced sensei Robert Noha at 6 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 21 and 28.  On Jan. 23 Dr.

Marshall Zaslove will facilitate a pro-

gram on meditation at 6:30 p.m.   

      

For grown-ups searching for a

more active social life, the Lafayette

Book Club meets on the fourth

Wednesday of each month.  The

lively discussion for the Jan. 22 meet-

ing will center on “The Language of

Flowers” by Vanessa Diffenbaugh.

Newcomers are welcome.  Librarian

Ann Miller says they usually select

popular books and have multiple

copies available for check out.

Copies of the following month’s se-

lection will be available as well.

      

While not quite free, those hoping

to read more in the new year can find

bargains galore, including half-price

books, at the Friends Corner Book

Shop from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday,

Jan. 18.  “Friends” is entirely staffed

by volunteers and sells gently used

books, music and more; proceeds go

to fund the Lafayette Library and

Learning Center. 

      

Who doesn’t like beautiful music,

and snacks?  Both can be found at the

Lafayette Library’s Community Hall

with the Contra Costa Performing

Arts Society giving a jazz piano con-

cert at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 24. 

      

Don’t forget about options in

Orinda and Moraga.  The Orinda Li-

brary is home to the Paws to Read

program every Wednesday at 3:30

p.m. where kids age 5 through 11 can

practice reading with friendly furry,

non-judgmental listeners.  Moraga

has a similar canine program, All Ears

Reading, where children in grades 1

through 5 can practice reading aloud

to a dog from the Animal Rescue

Foundation’s Pet Hug Pack therapy

dogs at 4 p.m. on the fourth Thursday

of every month, beginning Jan. 23.

Also in Moraga is an eBook and

Audio book workshop for Kindle

users at 2 p.m. Jan. 21.  Contra Costa

Libraries have a large and growing

collection of ebooks, in this workshop

you’ll learn how to download and

more. Space is limited and registra-

tion is required; call (925) 376-6852

to sign up.  

      

For more information on any of

these programs and for complete list-

ings, go to www.lllcf.org for informa-

tion on the Lafayette Library and

Learning Center – click on calendar.

For information on Orinda and Mor-

aga libraries, go to the Contra Costa

County library website at www.cc-

clib.org and click on events calendar. 

Lafayette Native Awarded
Marshall Scholarship
Submitted by Jeanette Shearer

Lafayette native Emily

Shearer recently won the

coveted Marshall Scholarship,

which is awarded to up to 40

scholars who are selected each

year to study at graduate level in

any field of study at an institution

in the United Kingdom.  Shearer,

who graduated from Acalanes

High School in 2010 and cur-

rently attends Cornell University,

will study in the UK for two

years.  She plans to pursue a mas-

ter’s degree at Cambridge Uni-

versity her first year, and a second

master’s at Oxford University

during her second year.  Accord-

ing to its website, Marshall

Scholarships finance young

Americans of high ability to study

for a graduate degree in the UK.

Shearer is majoring in govern-

ment and biological sciences at

Cornell, is a record-holding run-

ner and team captain on the Cor-

nell cross country and track

teams, and has worked as an

emergency medical technician on

campus.  For information about

the Marshall Scholarship, visit

www.marshallscholarship.org.

Share Your Celebrations and
Remembrances
If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or
achievement, such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or
graduation of a local resident, or about a special person from
Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with your text (up to
250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include
“Celebrations and Remembrances” in the subject line.

Emily Shearer Photo provided

It's game night at the RHEEM!
Re-live the campy TV game show of the 70's era!

Don't miss this show
or you might turn
into the world's
biggest __________.

A revival of the television hit game show presented "LIVE" at the RHEEM Theatre.
Saturday, January 25th 7:00pm - Admission is FREE for this pilot performance only.

Space is limited! Send an email to derek@zemrak.com to reserve your seat.

Featuring a panel of local celebrities!

Check 
www.lamorindatheatres.com 

for all movie listings


