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THE APP RAP

By Eric Pawlakos
App:

For:

Price: Free

here are so many different

smartphone apps available
today; it is becoming more and more
difficult to single one out as a ‘must
have’ app. However, if you are a fan
of social media, and most teenagers
are, Twitter is an app that you ab-
solutely need to install. Many smart-
phone users are already familiar with
Twitter. According to the company,
they have over 230 million monthly
active users sending out 500 million
Tweets every day. Over 75 percent of
these users access their Twitter ac-
count on their smartphone. Clearly
this is a very popular app! And, with
77 percent of the accounts outside the
United States, Twitter is also a truly
global social media company. Twitter
has become the most popular way for
users to stay connected with their
friends and family by exchanging
short messages of up to 140 charac-
ters. These short messages are called
Tweets, and they are not limited to
words. You can add photos, videos,
and links. It is also a great way to fol-

Twitter by Twitter, Inc.
All Smartphones

low what other people are saying and
reach out to them, whether they are
sports personalities, business profes-
sionals, or celebrities. You can easily
search for people by their name or use

your email to invite friends to join you
on Twitter. For social media fans,
Twitter is a ‘must have’ app.

Alex  Pawlakos enjoys  biking,
weightlifting, and tutoring in his spare
time. He is a reporter on Express
Yourselfl(tm) Teen Radio. Alex is an
economics major at UC Berkeley.

TEEN SCENE

g

Teen Volunteerism Warms Up the Winter
By Andrew Wang

String chamber group Jacob Ngai, Cary Huang,
Andrew Wang, Alicia Kim, Soha Sadeghinejad,
Michael Huang, Brian Davis, Will Gu play in front of
the Orinda Library. Photo provided

Aiong with the frosty weather of the winter holiday
eason and the freshly thawed New Year came
sources of familiar warmth: friends warmed their fingers
by the fireplace enjoying a steaming cup of hot choco-
late as soothing holiday tunes played on the radio. But
what really completed the picture for local teens was
their dedication to community service, in the spirit of
giving back for the holidays. The holiday season is a
time for celebration and cheer, but also a time to pay re-
spects to the community, to help the sick and provide
relief to other communities affected by recent disasters.

Over winter break, a group of Campolindo High
School students, Jacob Ngai, Alicia Kim, Soha Sadegh-
inejad, Michael Huang, Cary Huang, Brian Davis,
William Gu and myself, decided to make the most of
this spirit of giving. Under the wing of local literacy
charity Be the Star You Are, which has been promoting
literacy and distributing books since 1999, the local
teens performed as a string chamber group, playing hol-
iday tunes in front of the Orinda Library. The enthusi-
astic group was pleased to make passing families smile
in recognition of familiar jingles, from “O Little Town
of Bethlehem” to “Joy to the World.” They even pro-
vided shakers for eager toddler audience members who
wanted to add their own flair to the music. Most impor-
tantly, these caring teens raised money for Operation
Disaster Relief, which donated over 2,000 brand new
books to children affected by the recent tornadoes in the
Midwest.

“It was a pleasure to make kids smile through our
playing,” says Ngai, “and to know that we would make
even more kids smile through the books we helped sup-
ply for Christmas.”

The goal was to be able to get a new book to the
thousands of children negatively affected by the recent
natural disaster. We were impressed by the generosity
of community members’ contributions.

Other teens used their winter break to help the
local community in other ways, some aiding the injured
and ill at Kaiser Permanente and John Muir Medical
Center, others inspiring a love of books at local libraries.
Avan Chu, a junior at Miramonte High School, volun-
teered at the Orinda Library. During the holiday break
he routed books across the county in time for Christmas
and the new school season. “The best part of my job is
knowing that I am helping deliver knowledge to little
kids,” he reflects. “That’s the best gift of all.” Whether
promoting a lifelong love of reading or just making
someone smile for a day, teens made the best of their
break time to contribute to the community and beyond.

Andrew Wang, the
Director of Con-
certs for Be the
Star  You Are!
charity, is a stu-
dent at Cam-
polindo High
School.  Besides
writing and  re-
porting, he enjoys
programming,
playing the piano
and violin, and
tossing a good
hammer throw on
his Frisbee. Check Lamorinda Weeklys “Not to Be
Missed” section for upcoming free concerts offered by
local teens..

Teen Scene is YOUR voice. If you have something
to say or have writing skills and want to be part of
our Teen Scene team, email our Teen Coach, Cynthia
Brian, Cynthia@CynthiaBrian.com.

The opinions expressed in Teen Scene are those of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.

Parents, Get Ready for Kindergarten!

2014-15 Kindergarten and Transitional Kindergarten
registration for the three school districts will be happen-
ing in January and February. Children must be 5 years
old on or before Sept. 1 to enter kindergarten for the
2014-15 school year. Transitional Kindergarten (TK) is
an optional program for those children who have their
Sth birthday between (including) Sept. 2 and Dec. 2.

Lafayette School District
(Burton Valley, Happy Valley, Lafayette, and Springhill
elementary schools)

Registration for both programs will take place at the dis-
trict’s four elementary schools Tuesday and Wednesday,
Jan. 21 and 22 at the following times:

Burton Valley Elementary from 9 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m.
Happy Valley Elementary from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Lafayette Elementary from 9 to noon

Springhill Elementary from 9 to 11 a.m.

Registration packets can be obtained from the schools
prior to registration, beginning Jan. 7, however the ear-
liest day in which completed packets will be accepted
by the schools is Jan. 22, during registration times. For
more information about kindergarten registration, go to
the district’s website at: www.lafsd.k12.ca.us.

Moraga School District

(Camino Pablo, Donald Rheem and Los Perales elemen-
tary schools)

Kindergarten and Transitional Kindergarten registration

for 2014-15 will be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday
and Friday, Feb. 6 and 7. For more information, visit
www.moraga.k12.ca.us.

Orinda Union School District

(Del Rey, Glorietta, Sleepy Hollow, and Wagner Ranch
elementary schools)

Transitional Kindergarten and Kindergarten registration
for children entering an Orinda public school in August
2014 will be held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at each of four
elementary schools Monday through Thursday, Feb. 3-
6. Registration requires the presentation of various doc-
uments. These documents and specific instructions are
outlined on the district’s website. Please note that some
of the items need to be the original, certified documents.
Visit www.orindaschools.org for more information.
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Music Lessons

Rototiling |

House Cleaning |

Tile Setting

\Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

Diablo Tax Service

IRS Licensed Enrolled Agents
Serving Lamorinda since 1989
bonded & insured 925-283-9382

2 Ken'’s Rototilling
i# +4W/DTractors
- « Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing - Rototilling

Piano tuning as well! §
925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Free estimates! 925-938-9836

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Tree Service

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Balance Class

Balance Class Lafayette
Dance and Movement Center,
1018 Almanor Lane Weds: 1-2pm;
$20 per class. Fun movements
designed to improve your balance.
Simple choreography (no dance
experience necessary) plus exer-
cises for balance, coordination,

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services
Lic. Free Estimates (925) 348-3761

Rusty Nails Handy Man Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Computer Service Windows & Gutters

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
« ONSITE REPAIRS - VIRUS REMOVAL

- WINDOWS TUTORING
- HARDWARE UPGRADES I'#
« NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT

+ REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowsService.com

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,

925-682-3408 - 510-938-1881

love me?

[
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Will you

I am looking for a home with
loving parents in a safe
environment. Could that be you?
There are many adorable cats &
kittens to choose. Give us a call:
Judy @ 925-788-8675 or
Michelle @ 925-324-7519.

strength and flexibility. Must be
able to walk without assistance
and to get down and up from
the floor. To confirm space:
estherwetzel@yahoo.com or
(925)262-3155.

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

$8 per 1/2" classified ad height

Email to:
classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Call Rusty- (925) 825-6997

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining
walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

Painting Contractor

Interior, Exterior & Repairs
Professional & Reliable
Call Terry 925-788-1663 Lic.#851058

Licensed, insured & bonded

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor

American owned and operated
Renovation * Remodeling * Home Repair
= Big & Small Jobs * Bonded & Insured

Lic#898775  925-825-5201




