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Historical Landmark 
Committee
Tuesday, Jan. 28, 3 p.m.
Gallery Room, Orinda Library, 

26 Orinda Way

Public Meetings
Civic News

A6 Wednesday, January 15, 2014www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977

City Council
Tuesday, Jan. 21, 7 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 

26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Jan. 28, 7 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 

26 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District 
TBA

OUSD Office, Vintage Building 

25 Orinda Way, Suite 200

www.orindaschools.org

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Orinda Police Department
Crime Statistics 
Month of December, 2013 

Calls for Service:
False Residential Alarms (43)

Auto Burglary

Orinda Oaks Park

Commercial Burglary

Davis Road 

Wilder Road/Upton Rd 

Orinda Wy

Residential Burglary

Charles Hill Ln

Nelson Ln

Muth Dr 

WB SR 24/Wilder Blvd 

Broadview Terr

Petty Theft (vehicle)

Sycamore Rd 

Meadow Ct 

Van Ripper Ln (2) 

Dalewood Dr

Recovered Stolen Vehicle

Virginia Dr

Felony Vandalism

Honey Hill Ct

Stolen Vehicles

Muth Dr 

Dalewood Dr

Camino Sobrante 

Amber Valley Dr

Arrests:
DUI

Camino Pablo/Ardilla Rd

Vehicle theft

Camino Sobrante

Orinda BART Reports/Arrests

No arrests reported 

Whirlwind Year on World Stage for Orinda/Tábor
Sister City Foundation 
By Laurie Snyder

When an international envoy

arrived in the Bay Area re-

cently with a mission to nurture posi-

tive relations between his country and

the United States, he made sure that

Orindans were included in the con-

versation. 

      

Networking on behalf of Orinda

with Ambassador Petr Gandalovič of

the Czech Republic were former

mayor Bobbie Landers, one of the

founders of the Orinda/Tábor Sister

City Foundation; 2013 mayor Amy

Worth; and a young woman who has

captured the hearts of many in the

community – Roxana Rayová,

Orinda’s 2013-14 visiting Czech stu-

dent.

      

Rayová represented Miramonte

High School and her native and hon-

orary home towns with great poise,

according to Landers, while adding

invaluable civic and international af-

fairs experience to her resumé as she

witnessed Worth, Landers, and others

dialogue with Gandalovič and

Richard Pivnicka, the honorary Con-

sul General who serves as the face of

the Czech Republic to San Francisco

and Silicon Valley. In addition to

speaking at a cybersecurity confer-

ence at Stanford University and visit-

ing a startup accelerator in early

November, Gandalovič was on hand

to honor former Secretary of State

George P. Shultz at a black-tie gala

and banquet in Foster City. Shultz

was presented with the highest award

given by the Czech Republic’s Min-

istry of Foreign Affairs – “the Silver

Medal of Jan Masaryk in recognition

of [his] role in implementing foreign

policy that led to the conclusion of the

Cold War, and for his global contribu-

tions as a statesman,” said Pivnicka.

In addition, Worth talked tunnels and

transportation with the envoy while

others picked the brains of future

Czech tech moguls at a gathering

hosted for the ambassador by Landers

and her fellow Sister City board

members at Cafe Prague. 

      

The Orinda/Tábor Sister City

Foundation then closed out 2013 with

laughter and music as it helped the

California Czech and Slovak Club

celebrate its 20th anniversary at a

Christmas luncheon at the Orinda

Community Center. More than 200

guests joined Pivnicka and Consul

General Michal Sedláček, who trav-

eled from Los Angeles, for the event

that featured Czech music and dance

– and a visit by St. Nicholas.

      

“It’s good for Orinda. It’s good

for Tábor,” said Landers of the Sister

City program, which is already re-

viewing applications from Czech stu-

dents for 2014-15. To apply to

become a host family, contact Lan-

ders at (925) 254-8260.

Orinda/Tábor Sister City student Roxana Rayová (in white) celebrates New Year’s Eve with her Orinda host family
at their home in Merida, Yucatan, Mexico. Pictured: Host sister, Lauren (in black to Roxana’s right); mother, Carla
(in coral top); and father, Carlos (to Carla’s right, black shirt); and members of Carlos' extended family.

2013 Orinda mayor Amy Worth and former mayor, Bobbie Landers, joined
Honorary Counsel General Richard Pivnicka in welcoming Ambassador
Petr Gandalovič  to the United States at a special reception in November.
From left: Gandalovič, Worth, Pivnicka, Landers.

Photos provided by the Orinda/Tábor Sister City Foundation

The Sympathetic Fibers of  Orinda
Residents’ altruism makes life better in and beyond city’s borders
By Laurie Snyder

“Acommunity is like a ship;

everyone ought to be pre-

pared to take the helm.” With

those words by Henrik Ibsen, a

small group of thoughtful citizens

launched an enterprise which

would quickly, quietly become

part of the bedrock of Lamorinda. 

     

“Orinda is home to many cre-

ative and caring people who work

hard to support our schools, li-

brary, seniors and youth,” wrote

Richard Westin in June 2010 as

he announced the formation of

the Orinda Community Founda-

tion (www.orindafoundation.org).

Its purpose, he explained, would

be to enhance the quality of life

for Orindans while ensuring that

the community’s most beloved

traditions would continue even as

the nation’s economy persisted in

its stubborn sluggishness. 

      

The letter was signed not just by

Westin, but by younger and older res-

idents from diverse birthplaces, spiri-

tual traditions and political

backgrounds, and has been responded

to ever since with countless small and

large contributions which have been

put back into the community to fund

the arts, educational initiatives, recre-

ation and sports activities, and civic

and community engagement projects.

            

... continued on page A11

Classic Lafayette Rancher Stunning Orinda Views

   COMING SOON ~ TWO GREAT FAMILY HOMES!

Christine Gallegos
415.606.2047

Christine@KurtPiperGroup.com
License #: 01896511

467 Florence Drive | Lafayette
3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath, 1700± Sq. Ft.

Kurt Piper Group

63 Bates Blvd. | Orinda
3 Bedroom, 3 Bath, 2100± Sq. Ft.

AT ORINDA THEATRE SQUARE IT’S ALL GOOD. Casual, yet upscale dining with a menu for every taste. An 
eclectic blend of boutiques and health & beauty services. And all the latest movie releases at an iconic Bay  
Area theater. With so many new and exciting restaurants and shops, including the new Piccolo Napoli pizzeria, 
there are so many reasons to think inside The Square!

T H I N K�
I N S I D E
T H E
S Q UA R E

orindatheatresquare.comFOLLOW US ON:R E C E I V E  U P  TO  3  H O U R S  O F  F R E E  PA R K I N G  W I T H  VA L I DAT I O N     I

AMFA ART GALLERY

BARBACOA MEXICAN  
COMFORT FOOD

ENTOURAGE SPA & SALON 
 

HELLO TIARA JEWLERY 
& ACCESSORIES 

KASPER’S  
HOT DOGS

LAVA PIT 
HAWAIIAN GRILL

LIVING LEAN

ORINDA THEATRE

ORINDA TRAVEL

PETRA CAFÉ
 
PICCOLO NAPOLI

REPUBLIC OF CAKE

SERIKA JAPANESE 
RESTAURANT 
 
SHELBYS  
RESTAURANT

STARBUCKS COFFEE
SUBWAY
SWEET DREAMS TOY STORE
TABLE 24 NEIGHBORHOOD 
COMFORT FOOD
VISUAL ENTRÉE OPTOMETRY


