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Saint Mary's Rides Hot-Streak to
Fourth Straight Win

By Michael Sakoda
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James Walker (35) with a drive to the basket. Brad Waldow (00) is ready for a rebound.

early midway through WCC

league play, the Saint Mary’s
men’s basketball team has had a sea-
son of hot and cold streaks.

The Gaels (16-5, 6-2 WCC) got
off to a hot start, winning their first
nine games in convincing fashion, but
then dropped three straight at the Di-
amond Head Classic in Hawaii. SMC
has again found their rhythm taking
four straight games in WCC play, in-
cluding an §89-61 win over Loyola
Marymount University on Jan. 25.

“l don’t like to count games
played outside the continental U.S.,”
joked head coach Randy Bennett.
“But seriously...we were in those
games, but it’s tough when you’re not
playing 40 minutes of defense. We’ve
got to improve defensively.”

The Gaels lost those non-conti-
nental games by a combined 11
points, 71-78 to South Carolina, 74-
76 to Hawaii, and 63-65 to George
Mason.

But stateside, St. Mary’s is back
on track, winning seven of their last
nine, including their 4th straight win
in conference play with the win over
LMU in the final game of a six game
home-stand.

With just under 15 minutes to go
in the first half, St. Mary’s led the
Lions 12-7, but a 14-0 run, sparked by
three 3-pointers from Jordan Giusti
(career high 15 points, 4/5 3-pt) had
the Gaels up 26-7 with 10:50 left to
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play in the half.

“I (was) tired of it,” said Giusti
about the shooting slump he’d been
in much of the season. “I’ve been hit-
ting the gym...getting up shots...be-
cause if I'm able to knock down the
three, it opens things up for my team.”

The long ball was falling for a
few of the Gaels on Saturday who
were 8-of-18 from long. In addition
to Giusti, Kerry Carter (2/3) and
James Walker (2/4) hit multiple shots
from distance.

Yet, it was the interior game that
was constant throughout.

Brad Waldow was scoring at will
in the paint, putting up a game-high
27 points to go with his 10 rebounds
(4 offensive), and Dane Pincau was
protecting the rim at the other end,
with a game-high five blocks.

“Brad played really well,” said
Bennett of his center. “The bigs really
helped...I think Dane was the unsung
hero defensively...he really made
some nice plays. It’s not just guarding
his man, it’s the help he gives.”

And the help was needed. Both
Pineau and Steve Holt, who was held
without a field goal in the contest,
were instrumental in a first half shut
down of Loyola’s leading scorer An-
thony Ireland. Ireland, who averages
better than 18 a game was held to just
2 points in the first half.

“(Ireland) is one of the best players
in the league,” Bennett said. “We
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Jordan Giusti had a career-high 15 points in the win over LMU.

Photos Tod Fierner

talked a lot about preparing for him,
and Holt did a great job on him...and
our bigs really helped defending
him.”

The Lions went on a 9-0 run early
in the second half, cutting the St.
Mary’s lead to 44-33, but St. Mary’s
countered with a 15-1 stretch of their
own.

Ireland finished with 17 points,
but he shot 6/16 from the field, and
most of his scoring came late when
the game was well out of reach.

“I think we played one of our best
games of the year,” Bennett said of
Saturday’s matchup. “Probably the
best we’ve played defensively all
year...as close to 40 minutes of de-
fense we’ve had.”

With a 6-2 WCC record, the
Gaels sit in the second spot in the con-
ference behind No. 21 Gonzaga. The
Gaels head out on the road on Thurs-
day to take on San Diego.
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Providing Insurance and
Financial Services

It’s no accident more people trust State Farm.

| Mike Rosa, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
1042 Country Club Drive, Moraga

925-376-2244
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P040036 02/04  State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

Kyle Davis

Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
BRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 » Danville « CA BRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $1,000,000!
4.375% 14.475% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

Fixed Rates to $417,000 Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE APR RATE APR

30 Year Fixed | 3.875% 4.075% 4.250% | 4.315%
15 Year Fixed | 2.875% 3.075% 3.125% 3.250%

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM
THE MOST EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED
PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee
¥
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time of production. Interest rate is subject to
borrower and property qualifying.

Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an
Equal Opportunity Lender.

of any kind. This comparison is based solely on

estimated figures and information available at the
Land & Home Financial
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presents SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE

ANNUAL CAR
DRAWIN
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WIN a 2014 Jeep Cherokee

OR $20,000 cash!

(winner responsible for
registration, license fee and taxes)

$1,000 cash, $500 cash & more

saTurDAY, MARCH 1, 2014

cosT: $150 PERTICKET

(925) 631-8744
stmarys-ca.edu/cardrawing





