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Support Growing for
Campaign to Save Park

Theater

By Cathy Tyson

Lafayette’s Park Theater

grassroots effort to re-open the

Park Theater is just getting off
the ground with Lafayette residents
Chris and Natalie Lane spearheading
the effort. Chris Lane grew up in
Lafayette and has been very involved
in the community with Rotary, the Art
and Wine Festival Committee and as
past president of the Chamber of
Commerce; right now the focus is on
the Park Theater.

He has started a Facebook page,
“Save the Lafayette Park Theater,”
that is gathering momentum daily, or-
ganized a group of interested resi-
dents, and is in the process of getting
a commercial contractor to investigate
the soundness of the structure to de-
termine the repairs necessary to open
the doors to the public. The ultimate
goal of the endeavor is to form a non-
profit to buy and operate the theater.

For years, one of the wrinkles in
revitalizing the vintage movie house
was the city’s parking requirements.
Lane said he has spoken with the city
manager and believes existing park-
ing can be grandfathered in, so no ad-
ditional spaces are needed. However
there may be a difference of opinion.
“If the theater were to reopen, it
would require about 88 parking
spaces,” said Niroop Srivatsa,
Lafayette’s planning and building di-
rector. “Would the city waive that re-
quirement entirely? I think that
would be tough to do, but it is a City
Council decision.” Currently the the-
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ater has a dozen parking spaces.

Srivatsa explained the city’s effort
for a public/private partnership to ad-
dress the dilemma. “The Plaza Way
overlay that was approved in 2012 of-
fers property owners some relief from
the city’s parking requirements. A
property owner opting-in to the Over-
lay District is required to enter into an
agreement with the city and terms of
the agreement are negotiated on a
case by case basis. Thus far, the city
has negotiated with the Poys (who
own the Squirrels, Plaza Way Tailor,
and Handlebar Toy spaces) and the
Park Theater Group; the Poys signed
the agreement, the Park Theater
Group’s agreement is still in draft
form. In both cases, the owners were
required to provide at least some of
the required parking in site.”

Key organizers, who include
some members of the Lafayette Com-
munity Foundation, are in discussions
with the building’s owners. A busi-
ness plan is currently being written
with advice from the operators of the
Rheem and Orinda theaters.

While the effort is very prelimi-
nary at this point, Lane has hopes that
the jewel, circa 1941, of Lafayette can
be restored and the theater can be self-
sustaining. The “Save the Lafayette
Park Theater” Facebook page already
has over 1,300 “likes,” now they just
need some angel investors and possi-
bly more parking spaces.

Preschool Gets Okay for
New Location

By Cathy Tyson

q fter multiple public hearings in
ont of the Planning Commis-

sion, Building Bridges Preschool
got a green light to relocate from
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church on
Carol Lane to a home directly adja-
cent to the church property — a for-
mer parsonage owned by the
church.

Contrary to some misconcep-
tions, the approval of this condi-
tional land use permit is not a
re-zoning; certain uses of a resi-
dence require a permit because there
may be impacts associated with the
use. Operating a preschool is al-
lowed by right in single-family
homes in Lafayette. The city can
specify certain conditions of ap-
proval like the hours of operation,
recess space and landscaping to
limit the impact on neighbors. “A
use permit is a living thing,” said J.
Alan Sayles, planning commis-
sioner, explaining that the applicant
must continue to meet conditions or
face its revocation.

Neighbors along Carol Lane,
many of whom have lived there for
decades, expressed their strong con-
cerns about the relocation including
the effect on their property values,
noise and traffic. Others objected to
a secular commercial entity renting
the home, calling it “commercial
over reach.”

While it’s true that small children
can officially be considered “mobile
noise sources,” Sandra Swimmer, the
owner and operator of the preschool,
clarified that the maximum number of
children on any given day is 30, with
students divided into two groups of a
maximum of 15 kids in each. She
pointed out that not all the children
come every day. The recess area they
will use is in the front of the house that
faces the church, and the house itself
acts as a noise buffer. The commission
would not allow the preschoolers to
use the spacious back yard.

Because the school is shifting
only slightly southward, and parents
will still use the church parking lot
for pick up and drop off, commis-
sioners didn’t see an issue there.

“I have trouble finding some-
thing to object to,” said commis-
sioner  Will  Lovitt. He
acknowledged that day care facili-
ties in residential neighborhoods are
encouraged by the city’s General
Plan. Assistant planner Sarah Allen
said the city has never received a
complaint from the code enforce-
ment officer about a preschool in a
residential neighborhood.  After
much discussion, the land use per-
mit was approved — with the condi-
tion that additional landscaping be
done to function as a noise buffer
from the adjacent neighbor.
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875 Cammo Rlcardo, Moraga

* Updated with versatile floor plan!

* 2160 sqft with 4 Br, 2 Ba on .35 acre.
Offered at $1,150,000

www.875 CaminoRicatdo.com

We Sell the Great Lamorinda Lifestyle!

Many properties are selling with multiple offers.
We offer complimentary staging with every listing. Call us today!

COMING SOON!

astings Court, Moraga anna Court, Moraga

Gorgeous estate on 1.54 acre lot that backs to open
space. Over 4800 sqft including guest house.

Price upon request.  www.3JuliannaCt.com

ELENA HOO

REAL ESTATE GROUP

(925)254-3030

ORINDA « MORAGA

Great Sanders Ranch home on a cul-de-sac. 3743
sqft with 4 Br, 4 Ba on a beautiful .45 acre lot.

Price upon request.

www.Orinda.com

LAFAYETTE .
"
This spring is already showing tremendous buyer cotpuoty # J
traffic. Over 200 groups during our 3 open houses. —— -| =

$1,250,000 www.211FernwoodDr.com

Visit www.Orinda.com
for local real estate information and photos of all Lamorinda homes for sale!

Time to make a move?

Have you been putting off a move,
waiting for the market to pick up?
This could be the year and Pamela is
HERE to help!

Pamela Halloran ...She's been Listing and

Selling in LaMorinda for over 25 years

Call Pamela
(925) 323-4100

Explore the possibilities
Pamela@PamelaHalloran.com | PamelaHalloran.com | Dre #00936191

PACIFIC
UNION

PAMELA HALLORAN
Real Estate Broker

A Member Of Real Living

High Quality, Affordable Live-In Care

Having trouble finding compassionate around-the-clock home care that fits your family’s needs
and budget? Call Home Care Assistance! We are the East Bay’s live-in specialists! That's because
we offer:

Consistent Dependable Care. We typically assign a primary caregiver 4 days a week and a
secondary caregiver who covers the remaining days. (Some agencies alternate up to 4 different
caregivers in one day!)

Total Peace of Mind. Rest easy knowing your loved one’s needs are attended to at all times.
Live-in care ensures optimal safety and is personalized to each client’s individual needs.

Professional Oversight. Live-in caregivers are managed by a team of client care managers to
make sure our clients’ experiences are always positive. You don't just hire a caregiver, you hire
our full team of seasoned care professionals.

Reasonable Rates. Home Care Assistance hires and trains only the most qualified caregivers,
but our live-in rates are the most competitive in the industry. Call to learn more!

Meet Jill. Jill Cabeceiras is the client care manager for the East Bay. She has
been working with older adults for more than ten years and is an expert on
managing care within the home. Let Jill help you and your family!

Call Jill today to schedule your free assessment!

| 925-820-8390 ¢ HomeCareAssistance.com

Home Care

ASSISTANCE
1-866-4-Liveln®

190-G Alamo Plaza, Alamo, CA 94507
We've moved to Alamo!






