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Lots of  Love at New
Gallery Location 

It’s hard to quantify if there was ac-
tual love in the air at the Lafayette

Art Gallery for a reception celebrating
their new exhibit, "Love at First
Sight," but there was clearly plenty of
friendship and chocolate kisses.
Many of the 28 member-artists of the
co-op were in attendance, along with
friends and family, enjoying an array
of complimentary chocolates and
champagne that surely contributed to
the sociable buzz.  

      
In their new location since Octo-

ber at the Forge, next to Bo’s Barbe-
cue, plein air painter and founding
member of the art gallery, Jill Landau,
reports that many of the co-op artists
are very excited about their new loca-

tion.  Filling the modern split level
space are a wide variety of hand-
crafted works that adorn the walls and
shelves, including some of Landau’s
paintings, striking ceramic sculptures,
jewelry, water colors, oil paintings
and Joe Bologna’s three large humor-
ous steel dogs with rebar tails and rail-
road spike legs.  Newest member of
the co-op Steve Hobbs and his cam-
era were happy to mingle with fellow
artists; his bucolic photographs of
local landscapes were easy to spot.   

      
The gallery is open from Tuesday

to Saturday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
3420 Mt. Diablo Blvd.  For more in-
formation, go to www.lafayette-
gallery.net.  C.Tyson

Artist Judy Feins with husband, Rick. Photos Steve Hobbs

From left: Artist Irenka Kudlicki’s sister, Alina Bialobrodska, Kudlicki, and
Steve Hobbs’ daughter, Becky.

Emergency Path Realignment
Scheduled for Sleepy Hollow
Elementary School
By Cathy Dausman

While it takes a village to raise
a child, it takes a multitude

of agencies to straighten out a path-
way within that village.  That’s what
Lamorinda Emergency Preparedness
Coordinator Dennis Rein and Mor-
aga-Orinda Fire District Fire Marshal
Kathy Leonard are finding out as they
prepare to re-establish a 500-foot-
long trail connecting Sleepy Hollow
Elementary School grounds to
Orinda’s Bear Creek Road. 

      
Notes from the MOFD general

project description explain that “the
trail is intended to continue to serve
as an alternate egress route for stu-
dents and school staff in the event a
major incident caused the narrow
road network within the Sleepy Hol-
low neighborhood to be compro-
mised.”

      
“The real story here might be the

amount of inter-agency cooperation it
takes to make a simple project actu-
ally materialize these days,” Rein
said.  

      
The land is owned by East Bay

Municipal Utility District and abuts
Orinda Union School District land. A
current agreement for the trail exists
between the school district and
EBMUD. Cal Fire and firefighters
from the Solano County Delta Con-
servation Camp will provide the man-
power, with the work supervised by

MOFD personnel. Rein calls Delta
Camp members “a hard working,
fire-fighting team that do these grade
projects during the off season. It's a
great benefit to our community and
projects like this one might not get
done without them.”

      
“It’s a collaborative effort,”

agreed Leonard, who said that the
brush removal needs to be done be-
cause in some places “the Coyote
Brush is as tall as [a human],” she
said.  After outlining the path, workers
will cut surrounding brush to re-estab-
lish a 4-foot-wide trail, align, then
slope it to prevent erosion, tamp the
surface, chip vegetation and minimize
stump hazards on school grounds.
Trees within 50 feet of the trail will be
limbed up. When the project is fin-
ished, a standard trail gate will be in-
stalled at the fence line nearest Bear
Creek Road. The gate will be locked,
monitored and maintained by Sleepy
Hollow school staff.  

      
The work is scheduled for April 1

and 2, when school is not in session,
with April 3 reserved if needed. Cost
for the work crew is approximately
$230 per day.  

      
“It’s a great deal for everybody,”

Leonard said, saying the work “will
improve the existing easement with-
out jeopardizing the safety of the
kids.”
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