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The Man of History

Lafayette resident keeps California history alive

By Diane Claytor

Robert Chandler, Ph.D., stands in front of one of his

many collections. Photos Diane Claytor

alking into the back rooms of Bob and Sue

Chandler’s lovely Lafayette home, you’re not
sure if you’ve entered a museum or a library. There are
books, papers and artifacts everywhere. It’s hard to know
where to look first.

Chandler describes himself as a historian and a “pack
rat.” He’s also an author, having just published “San Fran-
cisco Lithographer: African American Artist Grafton Tyler
Brown,” in addition to numerous magazine articles. His
business card states “Dr. Robert J. Chandler, Western
American History, Stagecoaching, Mining, Banking.”
None of that begins to describe this extraordinary man,
who, according to Californiahistory.com, “is acclaimed
by many California historians to be the premier authority
on California in the Civil War and, in particular, San Fran-
cisco.”

An “army brat,” his family moved every few years
when Chandler was young. “‘Sometimes it was hard to
make new friends,” he said, “so I got interested in where
we were and learning everything I could about the area.”
He started reading history books and over the years,
amassed quite a collection. He earned his Ph.D. from UC
Riverside; his dissertation was "The Press and Civil Lib-
erties in California during the Civil War.”

A trip to an antique shop in Port Costa in the ‘70s in-
troduced Chandler to the world of historical items. “I
found a letter having to do with the California State Tele-
graph Company from 1864 and it was $10. My first arti-
cle was on the Overland Telegraph, so of course I had to
buy the letter,” he noted. “I suddenly realized that history
wasn’t found only in books.”

And the rest, as they say, is history. Chandler admits
that while he still buys books, “I spend more money on
photographs, pieces of paper, letters, something that will
tell me a story. I’m on a first name basis with booksellers,
antique and paper dealers everywhere.”

To say Chandler is proud of his collections doesn’t ac-
curately express it. Spending an hour with him was like
an historical show and tell. He showed off his collection
of coral, decoys, mining equipment, crucibles for assays,
Chinese ginger jars, candlesticks, tea pots, license plates,
election posters, miniature German soldiers, lithographs,
billheads, historical postcards and posted envelopes. He
has a slide viewer from 1900 and San Francisco city di-
rectories dating back to the 1870s. And then there are his
books — 9,000 of them, according to his wife.

Chandler is a longtime member of The Ancient and
Honorable Order of E Clampus Vitus, a fraternal organi-

zation dedicated to preserving the American West her-
itage. The group often honors historical structures with
one of its bronze plaques. However, as Chandler ex-
plained, “no one knows for sure if it’s a drinking society
interested in history or a historical society interested in
drinking. And no one has ever been in any condition to
resolve this debate.”

Chandler spent 32 years as senior historian for Wells

* Fargo Bank, retiring in 2010. In that role, he said, he was

“essentially the answer man” within the bank, dealing with
both employees and consumers. He also wrote numerous
articles on Wells Fargo’s history.

Chandler is a prolific speaker, offering presentations
on California history, stagecoaching, mining, banking,
military and postal history. He is the secretary of the West-
ern Cover Society which specializes in early Western

§ postal history and is a regular contributor to The California

Territorial Quarterly, a magazine dedicated to California’s
past. He sits on the Board of the San Ramon Valley Mu-
seum and has loaned the organization items from his gold
rush collection.

The family moved from Concord to Lafayette 16
years ago. “We had to find a house that could accommo-
date Bob’s mistress — California history in all its forms,”
Susan Chandler said.

Describing her husband, she said, “When we first
started dating, mutual friends told me Bob was eccentric;
fortunately, I didn’t know what that meant. Bob is con-
stantly making history new. It’s fascinating to watch him
find something old and get excited about it. It is such a
gift.”

An envelope from the 1870s shipped by Contra Costa
Express
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Choose Your Beauty

Favorites with your Bag
Yours FREE with any $35.00
or more Lancome Purchase

* RECEIVE:

VISIONNAIRE Advanced Skin Corrector,

Wrinkles — Pores — Evenness
RENERGIE LIFT MULTI
SPF 15 Lifting and Firming Cream

DEFINICILS High Definition Mascara-Black

LANCOME Signature Bag

BI-FACIL Double - Action Eye Makeup Remover
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Osher Lifelong Learmng Institute

INTELLECTUAL DISCOVERY FOR OLDER ADULTS

Three OLLI courses at
the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center, starting
April 1.

%

Lafayette Info Session
Thursday, March 13, 3-4:30 p.m.
Lafayette Library and Learning
Center, 3491 Mount Diablo Blvd.

Meet Lafayette faculty and
OLLI members and learn
about spring term programs.
Refreshments.

olli.berkeley.edu e 510.642.9934
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Special Events

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
Monday, March 17
Corn Beef & Cabbage, $12.95 (

Friday & Saturday
Prime Rib $19.95
_—-————
Brunch (Saturday & Sunday)

Bottomless Mimosa

—_—e———————
Early Bird Dinner, $9.95 .ev - sen

1419 Moraga Way, Moraga Shopping Center
925-376-3832 www.terzettocuisine.com

Sun-Mon: 8am - 3pm; Tues-Sat: 7am - 8:30pm

* CHOOSE ANY ADDITIONAL THREE PIECES
JUICY TUBES Ultra Shiny Lip Gloss — Spring Fling

COLOR DESIGN Sensational Effects Lipcolor- Designer Bloom BLUSH SUBTIL Delicate Powder Blush - Sheer Amourose

CILS BOOSTER XL Super-Enhancing Mascara Base

Gift Dates
February 26 — March 15

Plaza Center
(925) 283-3380

Lafayette

6211 Medau PI., Oakland
(510) 339-2210

Napa

LA BASE PRO Perfecting Makeup Primer Smoothing Effect

VM aulou's

Montclai

Offer good while supplies last.
One gift per customer, please.

Napa Town Center
(707) 255-9375

Elm Ave. Next to SaveMart & CVS
Au b u rn (530) 885-0500





