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THE BMW 4 SERIES.
UN4GETTABLE:
DESIGNED TO CATCH YOUR EYE.

Michael Heller, BMW Concord, mlheller78@hotmail.com
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BMW Concord

Call
Michael Heller

Protect your family and home
from dangerous gas leaks . I
Gas leaks cause % of earth-
quake-related fires! Keep your I
family safe with an earthquake
shutoff valve. You can't control
the earthquake but you can
control the damage! I

April is Earthquake Preparedness Month
When it comes to safety.......\We Hop To It! I
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Earthquake emergency :
shut off valve* [
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Tankless water
heater mstall*

- 850 off

any plumbing job
over $500*
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P To It |

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

green solutions! I

11 ©29377-6600 =

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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TREE SCUIL PTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!

Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com

7 925-377-0977

ters ¢ U e Tea 3T

Share your thoughts with our community! Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the
express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the
writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in,
the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only).

Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available basis.
email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.0.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

v

Editor:

Wednesday, April 9, 2014

SUPPORT ORINDA ROADS BOND
OR DRIVE VERY SLOWLY. ..

Peter Hasselman
Orinda

Editor:

We Orindans recently passed a sales tax that now raises
about $1 million a year for road repairs; that is in addi-
tion to about $1 million annually from the city’s general
fund. But with a backlog of $40 million in road and
drainage work that needs to be done, that $2 million
isn’t even enough to maintain the present condition of
our roads, which already rank among the worst in the
Bay Area.

A group of concerned citizens is once again coalescing
around an effort to pass a $20 million bond measure in
this June’s election. I tip my hat to anyone willing to
do the work necessary to tackle this problem. Of
course, there are those who will oppose the bond meas-
ure saying that it is too hard a sell for a variety of rea-
sons: the cost discrepancies in assessed home values
makes the tax inequitable, some oppose new taxes of
any kind, others want someone else to pay for it, the
2/3 vote necessary seems too high a bar, some believe
the sales tax should have fixed the problem, this bond
measure doesn’t fix the whole problem so why bother,
and lastly, the general distrust of city hall. These op-
ponents would be right; it does seem overwhelming.
But I see it a little differently. My neighborhood’s ex-
perience repaving Crestview Drive was also financially
inequitable. About half of the 125 property owners
chipped in $1,000, a few gave twice as much, some
gave less, and over 1/3 gave no money at all, but all of
us who live along Crestview have benefitted directly
every day since. We were not able to repave the entire
street, rather only about 1/3 of it, but it was the section
in the worst condition and we all drive it every day so
the quality of life has improved dramatically for every-
one. Safety is no longer such a pressing issue. Our
property values and vehicles have not suffered. The
road will be in good repair for many more years, and
our neighborhood has enjoyed an enhanced community
feeling. There were those who said it couldn’t be done,
but we proved them wrong.

I intend to support the upcoming measure, check out
what you can do to help at  fixorindaroads.org.

Diana Stephens
Orinda

Editor:
Orinda’s Roads Need Attention NOW!

Orinda is a great community. We have a great location,
great weather, great schools and much more. What we
don’t have is great roads. We all use the roads and need
them in good repair to access work, school, emergency
services etc... We cannot put off fixing them any
longer. We need to step up and take responsibility for
the roads that are the lifeblood of this community.
Orinda has stretched existing funds as far as they can
to keep the main roads functioning, but the current
funds cannot be stretched to repair the residential
streets. The city has aggressively pursued grant funding
for infrastructure but we cannot expect the county or
state to come through with anywhere near the funding
that is needed. To repair our roads to safe well main-
tained levels, we will need to support the upcoming
bond measure that is dedicated to the repair and main-
tenance of Orinda roads.

We will pay for our roads one way or the other. We will
either step up and support funding to fix the roads or
we will spend the money supporting our local auto
shops as we repair the damage to our cars from driving
over potholes and rough streets. I urge all Orindans to
make the smart choice and fix our roads now!

Aliza Metzner
Orinda

Editor:

Deer wander by free as you please
Wild turkeys roost in old oak trees
Cattle graze on a green hillside

The town of Moraga is where I reside

I hear the yipping of coyotes late at night

And Canadian geese honking, preparing for flight
Sound and sights of nature to hear and to see

In our quiet little town next to the big city

If this rural ambience we want to retain
Then hillside development we have to restrain

John O'Hare
Moraga

Join our Public Forum

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities that requires more than the 350 words to which we must limit
Letters to the Editor, don't despair! You can submit your letter to our Public Forum section. Just send your letter to letters@lamorindaweekly.com
and let us know you'd like to be considered for the Public Forum.

“Thank You to Those Who Helped Make Our 2014 Literary Feast a Great Success!”

Literary
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was a
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Honorary Co-Chairs:
Kelly and Carrie Barlow
Frank and Carey Starn

Event Co-Chairs:
Caity Meaney Burrows
Stephenie Teichman
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Committee Guest Authors:
Volunteers: Marta Acosta

Susan Beebe Katrina Alcorn
Sarah Blumenfeld ~ Molly Antopol

Anne Cain Kim Bancroft

Heidi Hambidge Tom Barbash

Rita lorfida Cris Benton

Todd Jacobson Joseph Di Prisco
Hilma Jones Lou Fancher

Kathy Langner Mary Ellen Hannibal
Joyce Maynard Delphine Hirasuna
Mary McCosker Scott Hutchins
Karen Mulvaney Mollie Katzen

Jeff Peacock Patricia Klaus

Linda Peterson Joe Loya

Ali Platto Wendy MacNaughton
Vickie Sciacca Joyce Maynard
Anne Shaw Erin Lindsay McCabe
Pat Todd Marissa Moss

Kari Trimble Caroline Paul
Richard Whitmore ~ Linda Lee Peterson

Michelle Richmond
Tamara Ireland Stone
Shirley Streshinsky
Ellen Sussman

Rob Yardumian

Denise Zetterbaum

Carnegie Sponsors:

Peter and Ann Appert

Bart and Ann Baer

Joe and Lisa Downes

Roger and Pat Falcone

Seth and Shelly Hamalian

Chris and Susan Mani

Republic Services

Frank and Carey Starn

Dan and Stephenie
Teichman

Mary Wakefield

Pulitzer Sponsors:

Anne Cain

Rita lorfida and
Walter Harrower

Pauline Proffett and
Matthew Fabela

Wine Sponsor:
Kelly and Carrie Barlow

Special Thanks to
Graphic Arts - John Otto
Photographer - David Cervenka
Bookseller - Real Books
Diablo Foods
Lafayette Park Hotel and Spa
Minuteman Press
Barbara Llewellyn

Catering and Event Planning

Nobel Sponsors:

Lee and Caity Burrows

Scott and Donna Elliott

Mark Gundacker and
Suzy Pak

James and Kelly Hood

Amir and Samar Koopah

Tom and Karen Mulvaney

Duane and Laurie Phillips

Richard Whitmore and
Jacinta Pister






