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Los Perales Takes Second in Bay Area Chess Tournament

Submitted by Jenny Clare

he Los Perales Elementary

School chess team took home
second place honors at the Berkeley
Chess School Elementary School
Tournament March 22 at Hillside
School in Berkeley. One hundred and
fifty-seven students representing 44
schools from all over the Bay Area
competed in six games of chess dur-
ing six hours of play.

Los Perales' six-member team
was neck and neck with Marin Ele-
mentary throughout the tournament,
coming in only one half point behind.
In addition, LP fifth-grader, Hari
Stoyanov, came in first place overall,
the only student to win all six games
for a perfect score. Other Lamorinda
elementary schools in attendance
were Glorietta (which also finished in
the top 10), Burton Valley, Del Rey,
and Rheem.

The Los Perales chess team is
comprised of students involved in the

Berkeley Chess School which runs
the LP chess after-school enrichment
class.

Los Perales Chess Team
Arjun Chhabra (fifth Grade)
Alex Clare (fifth Grade)
Jeremiah Minz (fifth Grade)
Hari Stoyanov (fifth Grade)
Milan Stoyanov (second Grade)
Delu Zhao (fifth Grade)

Top 10 Schools
1. Marin Elementary 20.0 (Albany)
2.Los Perales 19.5 (Moraga)

3. Beach Elementary 18.5 (Piedmont)

4. Wildwood Elementary 18.0 (Piedmont)
5.Buena Vista Elem 17.5 (Walnut Creek)

6. Cornell Elementary 16.0 (Albany)
7.Kensington Elementary 16.0 (Kensington)
8. Ocean View Elementary 15.0 (Albany)

9. Glorietta 14.0 (Orinda)
10. St. Philip Neri 12.0 (Alameda)
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THE APP RAP

By Alex Pawlakos

App:
For:
Price: Free

here are many apps that work

on both Android and iPhone or
at least you can find similar apps that
accomplish the same task for either
operating system. However, if you
want or need state-of-the-art number
(call) blocking, it is best to use an An-
droid phone. Unfortunately, the
iPhone operating systems are not con-
ducive to most call blocking tech-
niques. For Android users who desire
to block unwanted calls and texts, do
reverse lookup for mobile and landline
numbers, stop spam and telemar-
keters, and much more, there is a great
app called Mr. Number. According to
industry publications, this app is one
of the best and most popular Android
apps, and is considered to be the most
powerful call blocker and text blocker
currently available. Mr. Number is
simple to use and allows you do to a
variety of things to filter incoming
calls and texts. For example, calls can
be blocked from entire area codes, se-
lect businesses, individual persons,
and numbers you don’t recognize.

Mr. Number by WhitePages
All Android phones

Calls and texts from private or un-
known numbers can be intercepted
automatically. The contents of blocked
texts can be trashed or the content can
be saved. Another nice feature is the
free Caller ID lookup that Mr. Number
performs when you receive a call from
a business line offering information
about the company. Most everyone
wants to block a call or text from time
to time and now with an Android
smartphone, it’s a snap with the Mr.
Number app.

Alex Pawlakos enjoys biking,
weightlifting, and tutoring in his
spare time. He is a reporter on Ex-
press Yourself/™ Teen Radio. Alex
is an economics major at UC
Berkeley.

Submit stories and story ideas to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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TEEN SCENE

By Caie Kelley

he references to "senioritis" began as a freshman,

when I noticed the senior parking lot of my high
school increasingly empty on Monday mornings and
heard the word tossed around in the hallways during
passing periods. I watched the eldest members of my
public speaking team relax a bit more as they looked
forward to college and moving away from home. The
time to kick back and be free seemed so far away—yet
as [ write now, four years later, [ am in the middle of my
final semester of high school, and the question has risen
again — is "senioritis" real?

For many, the answer is a resounding yes. On the
last day of first semester finals, Miramonte High School
senior David Ellman said that in the next couple of
months, he would be taking every opportunity to not do
“busy” work. "Instead of cramming for standardized
tests, I've spent my weekends driving down to the beach,
exploring new parts of the Bay Area, and watching new
TV shows, like ‘House of Cards.”" Fellow classmate
Margot Odell agreed, saying, "These last couple of
months are about relishing the little time we have still
left at home. For me that means working less on the ac-
tivities I had to do for college or for school, and more
on crafting and other do-it-yourself hobbies that [ really
enjoy."

Many seniors have dropped their most difficult class
to ensure less stressful final months. As one friend ex-
plained, "With my extra free period, I can sleep in a little

Second Semester Senioritis: Is It Real?

later, finish up on last minute work, and pursue activities
outside of school like yoga or painting that a regular high
school schedule doesn't allow for." Though the word has
anegative connotation among school administrators and
teachers, it seems that many Lamorinda teens are using
their second-semester senior status for pursuits that ben-
efit their mental, physical, and emotional health.

Of course, others disagree. Senior Ben Chiu stated,
"Senioritis is a falsehood. It is self-perpetuated and used
as an excuse, but the reality is that falling behind in
school is not a good idea. My teachers have not eased
up, and our workload is just as much as it was before."
Whether seniorities is a myth or a fact, to manage these
last couple of months, Lamorinda seniors need to bal-
ance a desire for ultimate relaxation with the reality that
we still need to show up and work diligently to graduate
with grace!

A swimmer andf
pianist, Caie Kel-~ |
ley, a senior at Mi- 1
ramonte High
School, is an ojﬁcer:
of Club Be the Starr
You Are!® and the
What's Poppin’ re-
porter on Express,
Yourselfl™  Teen
Radio.

Teen Scene is YOUR voice. If you have something to say or have writing skills and want to be part of our Teen
Scene team, email our Teen Coach, Cynthia Brian, Cynthia@CynthiaBrian.com.

The opinions expressed in Teen Scene are those of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.
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Music Lessons

\Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
025.323:9706 W
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Tax Service

Diablo Tax Service

IRS Licensed Enrolled Agents
Serving Lamorinda since 1989
bonded & insured 925-283-9382

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

will you love me?
_—— I am looking
; for a home
with loving
parents ina
safe
environment.
Could that be you? There are
many adorable cats & kittens to
choose. Give us a call: Judy @
925-788-8675 or Michelle @
925-324-7519.

o

[ Compiiter Service | Speech-Language Pathalogis

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
- ONSITE REPAIRS « VIRUS REMOVAL

- WINDOWS TUTORING
- HARDWARE UPGRADES r&
« NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT

« REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 - 510-938-1881

Computer Help

+ Troubleshoot ¢
any PC problem.

« Help in plain English,
not tech talk.

« Virus and spyware removal,
system clean-up.

« Master e-mail, web searches,
filing, attachments.

« Program iPod, cell phone,
Blackberry, camera, GPS.

« Personal training in your home.

Call Alison 925-377-7711

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Can’t Speak? Late Talker?
*SPEECH-LANGUAGE DELAYS*

*APRAXIA* m

*STUTTERING*
Monique Eurich, MS-CCC/SLP

Rusty Nails Handy Man Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 825-6997

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

*AUTISM*
Pediatric Speech Language Pathologist
925-255-4383

www.IndependentSpeechPathologyNetwork.com

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining
walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

m Painting Contractor

2 BEDROOM-2 BATH
AFFORDABLE RENT UNIT
(PERTOWN OF MORAGA REGULATION)
ANNUAL INCOME MUST NOT
EXCEED 80% OF CONTRA COSTA
MEDIAN INCOME. CONTACT
ANA AT 925-640-6008 OR
HANNAZIM118@GMAIL.COM

| House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

reach 60,000+

with your ad

Interior, Exterior & Repairs
Professional & Reliable
Call Terry 925-788-1663 Lic.#851058

Lafayette Painting-all work
supervised by owner/contractor. No substitute
for EXPERIENCE-over 25 years in Lamorinda.
Full insured, Lic # 342005. Call 283-8621

Rototilling

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor

American owned and operated
Renovation * Remodeling * Home Repair

= Big & Small Jobs * Bonded & Insured
o cssoerrs 925-825-5201

==1  Ken’s Rototilling
« 4 W/D Tractors

« Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

$8 per 1/2" classified ad height Email to:

classified@lamorindaweekly.com






