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New Coach, New Direction

By Scott Wu
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Sophomore Anthony Gonsolin singled and pitched in the loss to Pepperdine on Sunday.

Ryan Brockett is focused on team success.

Cameron Neff

With a new head coach and a
strong regular season start,
the Saint Mary’s Gaels’ (5-4 WCC,
13-17 overall) baseball program is
up-and-coming. New head coach
Eric Valenzuela brings experience
and expertise to the Gaels’ coaching
staff.

A former pitching coach and re-
cruiting coordinator at San Diego
State, Valenzuela has shown his abil-
ity to attract talented prospects. In
2010 and 2011, his San Diego State
recruiting classes were ranked in the
top 25 by Baseball America. In 2013,
Valenzuela’s pitching staff led the
Mountain West Conference in the
majority of statistical categories and
helped the team win its first confer-
ence title since 2000.

Valenzuela preaches a message
of hard work and focus. “I teach my
players three aspects of the game:
throw strikes, execute offensively,
and play great defense,” Valenzuela
explained. “My guys don’t make ex-

cuses. We look in the mirror instead
of pointing fingers,” he stated.

Valenzuela believes that his team
is capable of playing at a very com-
petitive level in the WCC. Currently
in fourth place with a league record
of 5-4, the Gaels have shown that
they can do just that.

The team has faced challenges,
though. Last weekend, the Gaels
struggled offensively and were swept
by the WCC-leading Pepperdine
Waves. Nonetheless, Saint Mary’s
has been able to compete with na-
tionally ranked teams, beating No. 9
Cal State Fullerton on March 15.

With the second half of the sea-
son approaching, the Gaels will look
to continue their conference success
and make a run in the WCC Confer-
ence Tournament.

Valenzuela is optimistic about the
direction of the team. “I think that
we’ll not only be a highly competi-

tive program in our conference, but
also nationwide,” Valenzuela said.

Senior pitcher Ryan Brockett (4-
3) attributes much of the team’s ac-
complishments to the new system
under Valenzuela. “It’s a new pro-
gram with a work ethic that is im-
proved and a selfless attitude,”
Brockett said.

Brockett, who is 8-8 in league
play thus far in his career, acknowl-
edged that Valenzuela works with
players to develop their skills. “His
ability to develop talent gives the
team a new perspective,” he ex-
plained.

Echoing the “team first” philos-
ophy, Brockett is focused on the
WCC championships and team suc-
cess. “I want to pitch in and win a
conference tournament,” he ex-
plained. “I want to keep progressing
in my college career and give my
team the chance to win that they de-
serve,” he said.

Valenzuela has made an impres-
sion on his freshman recruits as well.
“Coach Valenzuela preaches hard
work and deserving the right to win,”
said freshman pitcher Cameron Neff
(5-3). “We have a great chance to be
the most competitive team in our
conference if we keep working hard,”
he said.

A pitcher with a dominant fast-
ball, Neff was named WCC Pitcher
of the Week in mid-March. He chose
to commit to the Saint Mary’s base-
ball program because he believed the
team would offer him a smooth tran-
sition to the next level of competition.
“At first I was nervous, but as I
gained more experience and maturity
I began to pitch better,” he said of his
transition to the collegiate level.

Trevor Ellison looks to beat the throw.
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and the program on the rise, the Gaels
have a lot to look forward to. Brock-
ett predicts a bright future for the pro-
gram. “Mark my words, Saint Mary’s
will be known for baseball in five to
six years,” he said.

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Now
accepting
hew
patients!

Al

Kristi L. Doberenz, D.D.S., Inc.
8 Camino Encinas, STE #110, Orinda
(925) 254-3725

Kyle Davis

Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner
Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
BRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107
Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 - Danville « CA BRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $1,000,000!

4.500% 14.590% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!
Fixed Rates to $417,000 Fixed Rates to $625,500

RATE APR RATE APR
30 Year Fixed | 4.250% 4.250% 4.500% 4.500%
15 Year Fixed | 3.250% 3.250% 3.500% 3.500%

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM
THE MOST EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED
PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee
tone Qj astle

of any kind. This comparison is based solely on
estimated figures and information available at the
Land & Home Financial

time of production. Interest rate is subject to
borrower and property qualifying.

Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an
Equal Opportunity Lender.






