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Editor:

Voting NO for Measure J (phase2) is necessary so we can get all roads re-
paired in a timely and cost effective manner!  The city plan is to have voters
pass Measure J this year and then pass Phase 3 & 4 in future years.  Sounds
good, but here are the barriers to achievement.  First, Measure J needs two-
thirds majority to pass.  Second, each phase will be competing with other
needs such as school funds. Third, if Measure J is approved then fewer vot-
ers are likely to approve the next phase because their roads have been re-
paired, thus the required two-thirds majority will not be achieved.  The
proposed approach leads to getting very few of the roads repaired. The best
approach is to have the total need for repair provided as a Measure.  This
way all citizens know their road repair needs will be accomplished. The
piecemeal approach that the proponents of Measure J propose leads to a lot
of uncertainty and doubt that the total job will ever be achieved.  As a retired
civil engineer with 35 years of experience in the National Forests in Cali-
fornia I say with confidence, Measure J is NOT the way!
Jerry Wooten
Orinda

Editor:

I am usually opposed to any new taxes and skeptical of government prom-
ises.  But I do not understand the argument being made by some that we
should vote no on Measure J because it would not collect enough to fix
our roads.  Measure J's $20 million bond does not entirely solve our prob-
lem or make up for past neglect.  However, Measure J is a good invest-
ment that will make a difference.  All funds are dedicated to the residential
roads that need help most, managed under the oversight of a citizen com-
mittee.  Vote Yes on J, now, and stay engaged in finding long term solu-
tions to fixing and maintaining our roads!
Jason Kaune
Orinda

Editor:

Ten Millions for big banks?
Mayor Sue Severson's letter states that the average homeowner will pay
about $100 to $150. Annually for $20 Million general obligation bond
over 20 year life. She did not say the bond's actual costs will be $30 Mil-
lion. Ten Million to the big banks.
Using the $150 figure to calculate how many homes & businesses there
are in Orinda gives us first a cost of $3,000 over 20 years for each one
which then calculates to be 10,000 homes and businesses.
Can we avoid paying 10 million dollars to the big banks? If the 10,000
homes and businesses would voluntarily contribute to a street fund, we
could save 10 million and the cost would be only $100 per year.
The city is talking about three of these bonds, one every few years. Will it
only take three bond measures? No! Check out Sleepy Hollow Lane, North
side, which was repaved about 5 years ago. Too bad it shows signs of failure
from one end to the other. This street will need to be repaved again soon.
Some homeowners have out of necessity paved their own street.
I say the city should collect the funds necessary on the first of each year
for road repair thru voluntary gifts to "Fix our Roads" organization which
would then funnel the gifts to road repair fund. Homeowners and busi-
nesses would need to know what their minimum voluntary contribution
would be.
One hundred dollars per year for each of the 10,000 would be one million
for road repair per year.
I just can't find it in my heart to vote 10 million for big banks.
Gerald Perry
Orinda

Editor:

I am writing to show how Orindans can come together to fix our roads.
For the record, I have been a member of Orinda’s Citizen’s Infrastructure
Oversight Commission (CIOC) since it was created seven years ago, and
I am a supporter of the June bond.  I believe the majority of Orindans
agree with me.  But there are some who oppose the bond despite agree-
ment that (1) our roads are in deplorable condition and (2) we should start
by fixing our worst residential roads, as the June bond will do.   
The dissenters argue that we need a more detailed plan for what comes
after the June bond.  But this is putting the cart before the horse.  We need
to start by fixing our worst residential roads.  We have a list of these roads
– road segment by road segment – and engineering estimates of the cost
of repair.  Detailed engineering analysis will be completed for each road
as additional revenue becomes available.  This is standard project man-
agement process in road management.  The current Chair of the CIOC
has a lifetime of professional engineering experience managing roads and
road policy. We know what needs to be done and have an appropriate plan.
Any disagreements about “What comes next” should not stop us from
doing what all know should be done now.
Some have argued that we cannot “trust” the city to use the June bond funds
wisely.  But there also is no controversy over how the City has been spend-
ing available funds on the roads.  The City has focused current (gas tax)
funds on arterials and collectors – the roads most heavily used by nearly all
Orindans, and all of these roads are expected to be in good to excellent con-
dition within the next five years using existing funding sources.   The new
sales tax revenues approved by voters in 2011are being used to begin fixing
our worst residential roads. The first two roads are currently out for bids
and will be rebuilt this summer.  Without exception, the City Council has
endorsed and implemented all of the recommendations of the CIOC regard-
ing road policy or road selection.  There is no controversy here.  There has
been some controversy in Orinda over planning issues, but it would be silly
to use this controversy to stop us from doing what we all agree needs to be
done now -- fix our worst residential roads.  
Here is my proposal.  Let’s all come together and do what we agree on
now – vote for the June bond (Measure J) and get our worst residential
roads fixed.  Then after passing the bond, let’s all come back together to
work out legitimate differences that we may have for the remainder of the
plan.   The City’s roads plan expressly calls for a reevaluation every two
years.  We could start working on a revised plan in 2015, aiming for adop-
tion and voter approval in 2016.  
We can make local politics work.   A big “yes” vote on the June bond is
the best way to jump start this effort and keep us working together to
achieve what is a common and important goal.
Richard Nelson 
Orinda
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Multi-Unit Residential Specialist
Expert in the sale and purchase of duplexes 

to 18 unit properties

Rare Opportunity:

5 Units in Montclair.  All units
Condo quality 2 bdrms,
private decks with 
SF and Golden Gate bridge
views. $170,000 in annual
rental income.

Pending $2,249,000

Another New Listing-
Coming soon!

Rockridge Triplex. Incredible
location, over $112,000 in
annual rent!

Call or email for more
information

• 14+ Years experience as owner/hands-on manager of residential and commercial apartment buildings.
• Market rent analysis by neighborhood to maximize property values for current owners.
• Strategies for successful multi-unit property ownership
• Identify and advise on 1031 Exchange opportunities
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Thursday, May 29 and Thursday, June 12, 2014
3:00 pm to 4:30 pm




