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Will Pemble and son, Lyle, are ready to roll.  Photo Ohlen Alexander

Orinda Dad Shares Roller Coaster Joy
By Cathy Tyson
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Meet Bryce Pinkham Stylish
Solutions

Passionate backyard engineer and devoted dad Will
Pemble, with help from his charming sixth grade
son Lyle, has built a backyard roller coaster in

Orinda.  Clearly thrilled with the challenge, Pemble came
up with the CoasterDad Project as a way to share physics,

family and fun on a grand scale, way beyond the kids in
the immediate neighborhood, via the Internet on YouTube
and at www.coasterdad.com.  It’s working, going viral
with thousands of subscribers on YouTube and pushing a
million views of the video.  News of the coaster has even

reached the land Down Under, and will soon be featured
on the Australian version of Good Morning America.

     

“I believe in the ‘wow’ factor,” said self-described in-
sanely curious Pemble.

                                                 
... continued on page A14
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Paul & Virginia Ratto

1 Virginia Drive, Orinda

www.RattoandRatto.com

232 Ivy Drive, Orinda

www.232IvyDrive.com

Lafayette Council All In for Station 46
By Nick Marnell

Throughout its 12 months of ex-
istence, the Lafayette Emer-

gency Services Task Force has
struggled with the subtleties and the
complexity of the fire protection in-
dustry.  But in May, the task force took
a major step forward:  it agreed to en-
dorse and support the construction and
operation of fire station 46; and the
Lafayette City Council concurred.

      
When the Contra Costa County

Board of Supervisors closed
Lafayette's fire station 16 and refused
to commit to the joint venture be-
tween ConFire and the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District to build and
operate station 46, the Lafayette City
Council formed the task force to in-
vestigate alternate delivery of fire and
emergency medical service to the city. 

      
The task force, co-chaired by

Council Members Traci Reilly and
Brandt Andersson, evaluated a range
of options, including funding its own

service, contracting for service with the
California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection, merging with another
district and even contracting back with
ConFire. At a task force meeting in
March, ConFire chief Jeff Carman
asked that the task force stop talking
secession and indicate if it was serious
about station 46 as an option; he did
not want to present a revised plan for
station 46 to his board while at the
same time the board was reading that
Lafayette had one foot out the door.

      
In May, Alan Hartford, assistant

chief of operations, unveiled to the
task force the ConFire internal Strate-
gic Planning Group, charged with
evaluating the operation of the district
on all levels, including standards of
cover, finances and public outreach.
Hartford also said that the district
planned to take its risk-based deploy-
ment model to an entirely new level,
based partly on pitching for the

county's ambulance contract now
held by American Medical Response.

      
Since ConFire does not know the

deployment model of AMR's ambu-
lances, it cannot tailor custom re-
sponses to medical calls. If it
controlled the ambulance deploy-
ment, explained Hartford, then the
district could keep its fire resources
where it feels they are needed and de-
ploy medical resources to ensure ad-
equate coverage for medical
emergencies without compromising
the fire response.  “We have no way
of doing that right now,” he said.  “If
we had the ambulance contract we
would know where our resources are
and then can move them around ac-
cordingly.” 

      
“Hartford's address calmed

nerves in the room,” said Reilly, who
emphasized that the committee was
impressed by how rapidly ConFire is
working to fix its problems. The task

force presented a resolution support-
ing the concept of station 46 to the
City Council, which unanimously ap-
proved it on May 27.   

      
Acknowledging that station 46

would be a huge step in the right di-
rection, Reilly cautioned that there are
still areas that need to be addressed.
One of those problem areas was high-
lighted in a letter sent to the city coun-
cil by task force member Jim Cunha.

      
“This motion does not solve all of

our problems,” he wrote.  “Firefighter
pensions and post retirement medical
benefits are still to be solved before
we are anywhere close to where we
need to be on a sustained basis.”

      
Carman plans to present his re-

vised station 46 strategy - along with
the formal support of Lafayette - to
the Board of Supervisors this month.
MOFD chief Stephen Healy is ex-
pected to make a similar presentation
to his board shortly.

Sophie Braccini
talks to Tony
Award nominee
Bryce Pinkham -
page B2.

FRIDAYS IN JUNE @ 6:30 pm
Downtown Lafayette Plaza Park

June 6 June 13 June 20 June 27

Rock THE PLAZA

Azure Moon The Floorshakers The Big Jangle LamorindaIdol Finalists

www.lafayettechamber.org

FRIDAY EVENINGS AT
PLAZA



After the original application was
filed about a decade ago to de-

velop part of an 88-acre parcel in
Lafayette, there was a contentious re-
view process that ended with a whop-
ping 90 conditions of approval
regarding development of the eight-
home subdivision.  Applicant Soldier
Field Partners is now moving forward
and its request for a permit to build a
large custom home on one of the lots
was recently heard by the Planning
Commission.

      
This is a project that has been 10

years in the making.  It all started with
a subdivision and hillside develop-
ment permit application in 2004, back
when George Bush narrowly defeated
John Kerry.

      
The final environmental impact

report was approved in 2006.  Later
that same year an appeal of the Plan-
ning Commission’s certification of the
final EIR was made; then in Septem-
ber of 2006 the City Council held a
public hearing that ultimately denied
the appeal.  ... continued on page A12
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Civic News

Share your thoughts,
insights and opinions
with your community.
Send a letter to the

editor: 
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

City Council
Monday, June 9, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, June 16, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, June 9, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, June 4, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, June 25, 7 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us
Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, June 25, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
Stanley Library
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Lafayette Police
Department incident
summary report,
May 11-24 

STILL #1 FOR A REASON 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013
Lafayette’s Best

  Pending

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

  !"##$%&'!()#*!+,%'-!"%.%/#0#
Nestled in the heart of Burton Valley, 
this turnkey 4BR/3BA, 2890± sq. ft. 
traditional offers panoramic views & 

open living spaces on an amazing  
3± acre lot with direct trail access to 

East Bay Regional open space.

3LeewardGlenRoad.com
12#&#'!%3!45-677-888 

Dana Green
License #: 01482454

Alarms 63
911 Calls 10
Animal Cruelty
      Peet’s 
      Safeway   
      McCaulou’s
Battery
      3600 block Bickerstaff St
      3500 block Mt Diablo Bl
Auto Burglary
      3600 block Crescent Dr
      Oakwood Athletic Club
Residential Burglary
      3600 block Crescent Dr
      1000 block Carol Ln
      3400 block St Mary’s Rd
      900 block Dewing Av
Custody Order Violation
      3400 block Golden Gate Wy
Disturbance (domestic)
      Round Up 
      1000 block 2nd St (3)
      McDonald’s 
      1000 block N Thompson Rd 
      30 block Deer Trail (2)
      10 block Walabi Ct
Drunk in Public
      Monroe Av/Moraga Bl 
DUI Misdemeanor
      Brook St/Moraga Rd
Harassment
      1100 block Upper Happy 
      Valley Rd 
Hit & Run
      Diablo Foods
      Acalanes High School (3)
      Pleasant Hill/Reliez Valley Rd
      Carol Ln/Mt Diablo Bl
      Hawthorne Dr/Moraga Bl
Juvenile Disturbance
      Lafayette PD
      3700 block Mt Diablo Bl
      Mt Diablo Bl/Acalanes Rd
      Happy Valley Rd/Upper Happy 
      Valley Rd
Health & Safety Violation
      Bacon Wy/Springbrook Rd 
Loud Party
      10 block Chapel Dr
      La Caminita/Reliez Valley Rd
      3700 block Mt Diablo Bl

      200 block Glorietta Bl
      3300 block Oswego Ct (2)
      3500 block Terrace Wy
      1200 block Upper Happy 
      Valley Rd
Missing Adult
      3300 block Mt Diablo Bl 
Panhandling
      3500 block Mt Diablo (2)
Petty Theft
      Safeway (2)
      Springbrook Pool 
      Oakwood Athletic Club (2)
      3400 block Black Hawk Rd
      1300 block El Curtola
      El Charro 
      Sun Valley Pool
      1000 block Upper Happy 
      Valley Rd  
Grand Theft
      1100 block Howard Hills Rd
Prowler Heard
      1200 block Vacation Dr
Promiscuous Shooting
      Pleasant Hill/Reliez Station Rd
Reckless Driving
      Glenside Dr/Los Palos Dr
      Lafayette Reservoir
      Lafayette Cr/Mt Diablo Bl
      Acalanes High School 
      Reliez Valley/Pleasant Hill Rd
      Pleasant Hill Rd/Deer Hill Rd
Restraining Order (violation)
      3200 block Sweet Dr 
Suspicious:
      Circumstances 17
      Vehicle 27
      Subject 27
      Traffic Stops 110
Vandalism
      900 block Dewing Av
      10 block Carolyn Ct
      Windsor Dr/Mars Ct
      1000 block Windsor Dr (2)
      3100 block Stanley Bl
      3400 block Hamlin Rd
      3400 block Golden Gate Wy
Vehicle Theft
      3300 block Mt Diablo Bl
      3500 block School St
      Safeway

Manzanita Room More Expensive than Anticipated
By Cathy Tyson

The preliminary plans to re-
place the very tired 60-year-

old Manzanita Room at the
Lafayette Community Center were
admittedly pretty basic.  City Coun-
cil members expressed concern at a
recent meeting over the cost in-
crease from the original estimate; it
was initially slated to cost roughly
$1.8 million, but after input from the
Design Review Commission, now
comes in at almost $2.3 million.
Due to the change staff brought the
project back to the city council seek-

ing approval to proceed.

      
As the design evolved, what

was a bare bones box morphed from
utilitarian cube to a more dynamic
design with a dramatic wall of
glazed windows and nicer materials
that raised the estimated construc-
tion costs.  Cost savings where pos-
sible were factored in, but the
Design Review Commission sug-
gested changes, including pricey
Kalwall structural window sections,
which helped boost the overall cost.  

      
“We tried very hard to keep to

the original cost,” said Jennifer Rus-
sell, director of Parks, Trails and
Recreation.  Tony Coe, city engi-
neer, explained that the design re-
view process changed the building.
“It’s now something that makes an
architectural statement – more of a
pavilion than a gym.”  Seven of nine
volunteer Parks, Trails and Recre-
ation commissioners came to voice
support for the improved project. 

      
The City Council was not

thrilled with the substantial cost in-
crease, but members were amused
by the irony.  “Now we’re on the
other side of the table,” said Coun-
cil Member Brandt Andersson,
adding, “I have more sympathy,”
in reference to homeowner appli-
cants seeking approval from De-
sign Review, where changes that
will likely cost more are required
for approval.  “The building came
out much better, but it’s going to
cost me more,” he said of this not
uncommon situation.

      
Mayor Don Tatzin asked for

quarterly cash flow forecasting to
get a better sense of money from de-
veloper fees that will be coming in
to the fund that holds park facility
fees paid by developers that are ear-
marked for this project.  These fees
are paid before construction starts
and, while there are several projects
in the pipeline, there is a potential
risk that forecasted revenue may not
materialize.  Funding sources also

include over $240,000 from voter-
approved Measure WW funds, a
$45,000 donation from the Commu-
nity Center Foundation, and $5,000
pledged by the teen-led Lafayette
Youth Commission.

      
“Construction of a new Man-

zanita Building will span two fiscal
years and, based on a forecast of fa-
cility improvement fees from new
development, there will be enough
funds to pay for the project,” said
Russell.  “If the timing of contract
invoices and facility improvement
fees don't exactly align, staff will go
back to Council and request a short-
term loan to be paid back as soon as
the fees are received.”

      
Council Member Mark

Mitchell brought up a relevant
point – that the old building served
Lafayette citizens for decades –
and since the new structure will
likely do the same perhaps the city
should consider amortizing a por-
tion of the cost.

      
Ultimately the City Council

gave a measured response to the
price increase, first – to submit the
plans for bids, which may come in
higher or lower than the estimated
price tag, while at the same time in-
vestigate less expensive building
materials and fixtures, and also look
into pending changes in Contra
Costa County building codes, slated
to go into effect in the near future,
which may further drive costs up.

After Long Hiatus, Activity on Lucas Ranch
By Cathy Tyson

Image provided

Map courtesy City of Lafayette Staff Report

YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST
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Let us help your loved ones retain their pride, 
dignity & independence with our full-service 
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now to book your

FREE initial assessment
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Sold for $880,000! O�ered at $345,000!

O�ered at $1,250,000!

JUST LISTED!

Sold for $1,450,000!

SOLD!

SOLD! JUST LISTED!

City Council Honors
Young Jazz Musicians 

Photo C. Tyson

The City Council, after hearing
a few fantastic tunes from the

Stanley Middle School Jazz Messen-
gers, recognized each and every
member of the band and proclaimed
that May 28 will now officially be
“Stanley Jazz Messengers Day” in
Lafayette.  “These are very talented
musicians who happen to be middle
school students,” said Mayor Don
Tatzin, who should know since he oc-

casionally practices with the band.

      
The Jazz Messengers recently

came in second place as best middle
school ensemble in the country at the
Next Generation Jazz Festival in
Monterey.  Conductor, teacher, jazz
guru and music director at Stanley,
Bob Athayde, was gracious and
thanked everyone for their support of
the arts.  
C. Tyson

Tell the City How You
Really Feel…
Yes, the City of Lafayette would

like to hear your opinion about
a specific area that many motorists
use on a daily basis, for a traffic study
along the Olympic Boulevard and
Reliez Station Road corridor between
Pleasant Hill Road and Glenside
Drive.  This busy, yet residential route
has frequent bottlenecks and cars line
up coming and going from Lafayette.

      
With critical input from the pub-

lic, the study will identify traffic prob-
lems and concerns and explore
solutions to address them.  City
staffers offer a number of options for
folks to chime in:

      
Community Walk No. 1 is sched-

uled for 10 a.m. this Saturday, June 7,
starting at the corner of Pleasant Hill

Road and Olympic Boulevard; or per-
haps a weekday is better – Commu-
nity Walk No. 2 is on Thursday, June
12 at 7:30 a.m. on Thursday, June 12,
also at the corner of Pleasant Hill
Road and Olympic Boulevard.

      
If taking a survey from the com-

fort of home is more your style, sim-
ply go to www.lovelafayette.org, then
go to Hot Topics and click on the Re-
liez Station Road/Olympic Corridor
Study – it should take less than 10
minutes to complete.

      
There’s even a meeting slated for

the day this paper is published:
Wednesday, June 4 at 6:30 p.m. in the
Sequoia Room of the Lafayette Com-
munity Center, 500 St. Mary’s Road. 
C. Tyson

 

Casual China 

50% OFF 
 

Manufacturers Suggested Retail Price 
 

Entire Selection of: 
Petite Fleur, Twist Alea, 
French Garden, Switch 3 

 

SALE! 

Also available at 
                Home Danville  
 (In the Danville Livery) 

 

 

110 Bon Air Center 
Greenbrae 

1129 Broadway Plaza 
Walnut Creek 

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336  |  Kristi Ives 925.788.8345
www.BrydonIvesTeam.com
BrydonIvesTeam@apr.com

CalBRE#: 01408025
CalBRE#: 01367466

Captivating Moraga Estate
16QuailXing.com Offered at $3,400,000

Located on a quiet private road tucked
back from the hustle and bustle of
suburban living sits this gracious, light-
filled 5,818+/- sq. ft. home, bestowed
with refined character.  Built in 2006,
this 5BD, 5BA home exudes
sophisticated elegance while offering
peace & privacy on 6.6+/- acres in the
heart of Moraga.

Burton Valley Charmer
3218RohrerDrive.com Offered at $995,000
Absolutely charming turn-key 3BD, 2BA
Burton Valley home with 1,636+/- sq. ft.
Situated on a fantastic flat .23+/- acre
lot with wonderful large grass area and
patio area. Just blocks from Burton Valley
Elementary, Community Center and
Rancho Colorados Swim & Tennis Club.

Happy Valley Opportunity
931SunnyhillRoad.com

Fantastic opportunity to build your dream
home or remodel the current 4BD, 2BA,
1,400+/- sq. ft. home on this 5+/- acre parcel
just minutes from the freeway and downtown
Lafayette.  Enjoy unparalleled views of Mount
Diablo and beyond. Call for more information.

Coming Soon!
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Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings
Civic News

School Board Meeting
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, June 10, 7:30 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Planning Commission
Monday, June 16, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd. 

Design Review
Monday, June 9, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd .

Town Council
Wednesday, June 11, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,
1010 Camino Pablo

Moraga Police 
Department

D.U.I, 5/21/14 It was just after
11 p.m. when officers were dis-
patched to check on a vehicle
swerving in and out of traffic
leaving the 7-11 parking lot.
The driver failed to yield for
two miles even though police
used their flashing lights and
siren.  The driver finally pulled
over near her home, and sur-
prisingly flunked field sobriety
tests.

Teen battery, 5/22/14 There was
a domestic dispute on Ascot
Drive.  The person reporting the
incident said he was being as-
saulted by his 15-year-old son
after he instructed his son to
finish his homework.  The teen
left the residence after the alter-
cation.  Unfortunately the son
has a history of violence.  The
father had visible injuries but
declined medical assistance and
didn’t seek prosecution; the po-
lice report was for information
only.  

Loud party, 5/23/14 A home on
Lucia Lane was rocking until
the wee hours of the morning.
Police observed a group of col-
lege-age students inside the
home, some clearly intoxicated.
Perhaps a coincidence that the
Saint Mary’s College gradua-
tion ceremony was set for the
next day?  Officers contacted
the residents, one of whom had
previously been issued a warn-
ing so this time they issued a ci-
tation, at which point the party
was over.

Stolen car found, 5/23/14 Cops
located a parked car at Orchard
Supply Hardware that was re-
ported stolen from Hertz in
South San Francisco four days
earlier.  The vehicle had a layer
of dust on the exterior, so fin-
gerprints weren’t found.  The
car wasn’t stripped or damaged
and even the license plates were
still attached.  It was towed
from the scene.

Avoiding police, 5/23/14 A
Toyota was being driven errati-
cally around lunch time on
Moraga Road near Donald
Drive.  The driver didn’t yield
to cops, was speeding and

weaving in and out of traffic,
even went through two red
lights without stopping.  The
vehicle then stopped suddenly
in a parking lot; the driver was
slow to comply with the offi-
cer’s verbal requests.  An inves-
tigation revealed the female
driver was possible under the
influence of an unknown con-
trolled substance.  She was
cited for evading a police offi-
cer, D.U.I and for possession of
concentrated cannabis.

Wandering toddler, 5/24/14 An
observer called police to the area
around Saint Mary’s College Ex-
tension about a 2-year-old wan-
dering around with no adult
supervision.  A passerby checked
Francisca Lane and located the
mother of the child.  The mom
said the little one had slipped
through an open gate and wan-
dered off.  The woman, who has
two other children at home, was
counseled regarding the proper
observation of young children.

In addition, the following inci-
dents were reported May 20-27: 
False Alarms – Deerfield
Drive, Camino Pablo
Suspicious Circumstances -
Freitas Drive, Miramonte
Drive, Claudia Court
Welfare Check – Augusta
Drive
Lost Property – Ascot Drive
Loud Party – Shuey Drive
Traffic Incident – Moraga
Road
Identity Theft – Calle La Mon-
tana

Gary Bernie   &   Ken Ryerson
Gary Bernie Ken Ryerson

925.200.2222 Gary 925.878.9685 Ken
gabernie@pacunion.com ken@ryersonrealty.com
CalBRE#00686144 CalBRE#01418309 

pacificunion.com | A Member of Real Living

If you are considering selling your home, 
give us a call for assistance.

Local Knowledge of Lamorinda & Extraordinary Results

Please support our generous sponsors!

e 2014 Campolindo High School Senior Class would like to thank the generosity
of our sponsors for creating a spectacular "South Beach" Grad Night!

2014 Grad Night Sponsors
Corovan Moving and Storage / e Schmitz Family

Hartmann Rentals / e Guelfi Family
e Dunn Family

e Zolintakis Family
e Lefcourt Family
e Verma Family

e Cuddihy Family
Safeway / Brad Fox

Hank and Frank Bicycles
Lamorinda Weekly

Oakwood Athletic Club
Lettis Consultants International, Inc.

Proclaim Printing
MVP Sports

Coldwell Banker Orinda and Soraya Golesorkhi
Lighting Systems and Nazzi Nazeri

Digital Designs and Shelly Muray
CAIFF, Derek Zemrak, Caroline Wood and their team

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Town of  Moraga to Form a GHAD
By Sophie Braccini

Orinda has one for Wilder,
now Moraga will have one,

too: a Geologic Hazard Abatement
District, or GHAD; a legal entity
that is formed to fund the preven-
tion and remediation of land slides
and other earth movements for a
group of property owners. As in
Orinda, the council members will
comprise the GHAD's board of di-
rectors. Three developments in
Moraga will have to join Moraga’s
GHAD as part of their conditions
of approval: Palos Colorados, Het-
field, and Rancho Laguna II.

      
“The GHAD functions a little

like insurance,” explained Uri Eliahu,
president of the consulting firm
Engeo, who answered questions at
the May 14 town council meeting.
“But unlike insurance, a GHAD
monitors soil conditions and does
preventive work.” 

      
A GHAD is relatively new mech-

anism that was authorized by the

state in 1979; the first was the
Abalone Cove Landslide Abatement
District, formed in Los Angeles
County in 1981. The 600-acre
Abalone Cove landslide, which
began moving in 1978, threatened
over 100 homes. This GHAD has
since financed continued geologic in-
vestigation of the slide and has al-
lowed it to be treated as a single
physical entity, with no consideration
of property boundaries.  “The four
magic words in GHAD law are
abatement, prevention, litigation, and
control of geologic hazards,” said
Eliahu.

      
The source of revenue for a

GHAD is a tax, assessed on homes
that fall within the GHAD, which ap-
pears on the homeowner’s county tax
bill. Council members asked about
the cost for each resident.  “The pre-
liminary study will determine how
much money should be put aside and
what the annual levy should be,” said

Eliahu. “The amount can be different
for each development; it works like
insurance, a different risk level will
mean a different premium.”  The
consultant explained that there are
economies of scale linked to large
GHADs but the Moraga GHAD will
be on the small side; GHADS range
from 40 to 22,000 homes.  “A very
large GHAD would have an annual
assessment in the hundred dollar
range, while a development like
Wilder in Orinda has an annual as-
sessment of about $2,700,” he added. 

      
The council wondered if a

GHAD ever went bankrupt and if the
town would have any liability.  “It’s
never happened,” said the consultant.
“First a GHAD does prevention
work; then if a major catastrophe
happens, it can borrow against future
revenue streams.” Eliahu also con-
firmed that the town would not be li-
able, but that the GHAD as a separate
legal entity could be.  Council mem-

bers were surprised to learn that a
GHAD, which is a state entity, would
be subject to local rules, such as
MOSO, to fulfill its mandate.

      
GHADs are managed by a team

separate from town staff that reports
to the board annually. “It gives a run-
down on the reserves, which is key,”
said Eliahu.  Town attorney Michelle
Kenyon stressed the fact that the
council members would not be acting
as a town council, but as a GHAD
board.

      
Once established, other groups of

property owners can petition to be
annexed into the GHAD, including
property owners outside of Moraga.
It will be the prerogative of the board
to accept or refuse annexation.

      
The final proposal for the es-

tablishment of the Moraga GHAD
will come back to the council for
approval, and the selection of a
management team, at a date not yet
set.

The Nuisance Fine
By Sophie Braccini

Have you ever been frustrated
by a neighbor who left a pile

of debris in front of his home or a
business displaying an obnoxiously
oversized commercial sign? Have
you wondered what recourse you
have?  

      
Until now, even if Moraga resi-

dents called the town to complain,
there was not much that anyone could
do about it – the town had no ordi-
nance allowing for administrative ci-
tation and abatement. The old process
required a council hearing; a set of
rules was applied only in the most

egregious cases, such as a property
under complete disrepair or aban-
doned. Town staff proposed new code
enforcement rules to the Moraga
Town Council on May 21, a timely
move since new sign regulations were
just approved. 

      
Staff will soon be able to issue ci-

tations and fine residents who are not
in compliance with the municipal
code, and an amendment of the cur-
rent abatement regulation allows staff
to act without first going to elected of-
ficials. The actions can be appealed,
first to a town officer and then to the

Moraga Town Council.

      
Moraga has no plans to hire a

code compliance officer, said Town
Manager Jill Keimach. “The town
will act only when a complaint is
filed, we will not seek out violations.”
Associate planner Ella Samonsky
added, “Staff will continue the exist-
ing practice of providing courtesy
calls and written warnings to encour-
age voluntary compliance before ini-
tiating the nuisance abatement
process.” 

      
The fine for a first offense is

$100, rising to $250 and $500 for the

second and third offenses, respec-
tively. 

      
The modification of the abate-

ment ordinance allows staff to abate
a nuisance after proper warning and
if the abatement decision is not ap-
pealed to the town council. Any vio-
lation of the municipal code can be
declared a public nuisance – exam-
ples include overgrown vegetation
likely to harbor vermin, sports equip-
ment blocking travel lanes, aban-
doned buildings, construction done
without a permit, and non-compliant
signage. 
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apr.com

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel   Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

ORINDA | 2 Theatre Square, Suite 215   925.258.1111

NOW IS THE TIME TO 
MAKE YOUR MOVE

With interest rates near an all-time

low, we have a surplus of qualified

buyers ready to make an offer on

your home. Our experienced team

of real estate professionals will 

create a marketing plan that is 

carefully designed and skillfully 

executed to help you meet your

selling goals.

Connect with us today & experience

the APR difference for yourself.

16 Quail Xing
Moraga

Stunning, 5bd/5ba, 5818+/-sf home is a
splendid combination of restrained classi-
cal beauty & sophisticated elegance while
offering peace & privacy on 6.6+/-acres.
Breathtaking setting with panoramic views.

16QuailXing.com  

$3,400,000 Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives

18 Las Piedras
Orinda

Modern Craftsman Masterpiece. Serene
views from this enchanting 1+/acre. 4 
bedrooms, 4.5 baths with a detached 
studio. 1+/-mile to Tilden Park.  

18LasPiedras.com  

$3,000,000 Lori Legler

7 El Sereno
Orinda

Custom home on a fabulous lot is an 
entertainer’s dream! Fantastic indoor/
outdoor flow to park-like grounds. Total 
remodel with four huge bedrooms, large
patio with brick fireplace and big yard.

7ElSereno.com  

$2,975,000 Alan Marks

3218 Rohrer Drive
Lafayette

Storybook Burton Valley Charmer. Turn key
3 bedroom, 2 bath home with 1636+/-sf.
Situated on fantastic flat .23+/-acre lot
with large grass area, expansive patio and
great play area.

3218RohrerDrive.com  

$995,000 Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives

Moraga Housing Element:
Staying the Course
By Sophie Braccini

Four years ago Moraga was
one of the first Bay Area

cities to get its Housing Element
approved by the state. Now enter-
ing the next cycle, the town is re-
quired to plan for building
slightly fewer new homes and
need make only minor adjust-
ments to the existing plan and
move it forward. As part of the
process the town will conduct
public outreach to ensure that its
Housing Element meets the needs
of all segments of the population.
The issue does not elicit as much
passion in Moraga as it does in
other jurisdictions, but as in most
cities, two groups oppose each
other – one wants more low in-
come housing and the other does
not want to see more develop-
ment.  At a recent meeting, both
groups expressed their different
views but shared common con-
cerns over traffic and emergency
operations.

     
“We are here tonight to hear

from you,” said Chelsey Norton,
a project manager with the con-
sulting firm Mintier Harnish, at a
public meeting May 22.  She in-
troduced the plan that should not
vary much from the one approved

in 2010, since Moraga is now re-
quired to plan for 229 units in-
stead of 234, and the Moraga
Center Specific plan alone is
zoned to accommodate more than
600 new homes/condominiums.

     
California plans for future

housing needs and trickles down
the figures to each city with a
number of housing units to be
planned for within eight years.
For the Bay Area, the projected
need is 187,990 new units, which
translates into 229 in Moraga; of
these, 119 should be planned for
lower income residents.  Since
cities don't build, the requirement
is just to plan for these units, and
affordability is measured by a
density of at least 20 dwelling
units per acre. 

     
At the meeting, some resi-

dents said that housing for local
workforce, students and lower in-
come seniors should be built,
while others indicated that they
did not want to see growth in
Moraga. The latter group shared
the same concerns that were
raised in 2009, when the Moraga
Center Specific Plan and the
Housing Element were discussed
and approved: Will building hun-

dreds of new units worsen traffic
conditions? Do local schools have
the capacity for so many new
children? Moraga is a very slow
growth community that does not
want to become Lafayette or Wal-
nut Creek – could “over-build-
ing” forever alter the character of
the town?

     
Planning Director Shawna

Brekke-Read confirmed that the
town has no latitude to negotiate
the number of units for which it
must plan. Resident Denise
Coane, who is concerned by the
large number of projects now in
the development pipeline, pro-
posed to enact a rule that would
limit the number of projects ap-
proved each year.  Brekke-Read
did not comment on the legality
of such a rule, but noted that
things are already pretty slow in
Moraga. Palos Colorados, for ex-
ample, has been in the works for
over 20 years; Rancho Laguna II
and Hetfield for nine – and none
of them has broken ground yet. 

     
Residents who believe that

more affordable housing is
needed were asked for solutions
to make it happen. 

           
... continued on page A12

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moraga.ca.us

SIGN-UP FOR SUMMER CAMPS!
CAMP HACIENDA, KINDERCOOL,

SPORTS, MATH, ART & MORE

WATER SMART LANDSCAPING
Free Estimates

• Synthetic/Artificial Grass
• Design & Consult
• New Landscape Installation
• Re-Landscape & Remodel
• Paver Walkways & Driveways
• Hardscape

FREE DEMOLITION WITH INSTALL

A General landscaping Contractor
Locally Owned & Operated

Lic. #938445

925-819-2100
VISIT OUR WEBSITE

WWW.BAYAREAGREENSCAPES.COM

 
Get your yard ready for spring time 

-Free estimates-  

A General Engineering Contractor 
Locally Owned and Operated 

Contractor LIC #938445 

925-819-2100 
www.bayareagreenscapes.com 
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Historical Landmark 
Committee
Tuesday, June 24, 3 p.m.
Gallery Room, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

Public Meetings
Civic News

A6 Wednesday, June 4, 2014www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977

City Council
Wednesday, June 4, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, June 17, 7 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, June 6,
Workshop 6 p.m.
Garden Room, Orinda Library,
Regular Meeting 8 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, June 9, 6 p.m.
OUSD Office, Vintage Building 
25 Orinda Way, Suite 200
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Alarms 49
911 Calls 13
Residential Burglary

20 block Irwin Wy
10 block Donna Maria Wy
50 block Oak Dr

Disturbance
100 block Overhill Rd
70 block Tarry Ln

Elder Abuse
20 block Orinda Wy

Hit & Run
Overhill Rd/Broadview Ter

Health & Safety
Chevron station

Loud Party
80 block La Espiral
Lavina Ct/Ivy Dr
10 block Las Palomas
San Pablo/Moraga Wy
20 block Orchard Rd
Stein Wy/Moraga Wy
20 block Lavina Ct (2)

Missing Adult
10 block Altarinda Rd
20 block North Ln

Reckless Driving
San Pablo Dam Rd/Camino Pablo
Safeway
Rheem Bl/Glorietta Bl

Petty Theft
10 block Camino Sobrante
10 block Darby Ct

Grand Theft
500 block Tahos Rd
20 block Cedar Ln

Promiscuous Shooting
40 block Tarry Ln

Public Nuisance
Estates Dr/Brookside Rd

Reckless Driving
St. Mary’s Rd/Glenside Dr

Shoplifting
Safeway
10 block Camino Pablo
BevMo

Suspicious:
Person 7
Circumstances 9
Vehicle 24

Traffic Stops 132
Uncontrollable Juvenile

10 block Estates Dr
Vandalism

100 block Crest View Dr
10 block Daryl Dr (2)

Vehicle Theft
20 block North Ln

Orinda Police
Department
Incident summary
report, May 11-24

Saving a Life in Orinda
By Cathy Dausman 

Barry Schneider and his
daughter Allison recently

completed a father-daughter
bonding experience so intense
that Schneider described it simply
as “not on his list” – they saved a
life using CPR.  The pair, along
with employee Julie Gavigan,
will be honored by the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District and Orinda
City Council on June 4.

     
The meeting coincides with

National CPR and AED Aware-
ness Week, said MOFD division
chief Darrell Lee. Schneider, who
calls himself as “a trainer and
jack of all trades,” and his daugh-
ter were at work at Orinda’s In
Forma Integral Fitness gym last
month when Allison Schneider
noticed a member collapsed face
first on the ground. “I ran over
and rolled him onto his side,” she
said.  

     
The victim, an elderly man

who regularly trains there, was
barely conscious, his respiration
rough and infrequent and he was
not responding to questions.  His
obviously shaken wife was stand-
ing nearby.  

     
Gavigan remained at the front

desk to make the 911 call. “Alli-
son and I both looked at each
other and started team CPR,” the
elder Schneider said.  “I started
[chest] massage and Allison
started [rescue] breathing.”   This
was not an experience likely to
leave anyone with “a warm fuzzy
feeling,” Schneider explained.
Still, “everybody was completely
engaged and doing exactly what
they should be doing,” he said.  

     
The pair continued to work on

the victim until MOFD personnel
arrived, took over and transported
the victim to the hospital where he
was treated and later released.

          
... continued  on page A12

Orinda Settles Housing Element Lawsuit
By Laurie Snyder

“In the matter of Advocates for
Lawful Environmental Re-

view Today vs. the City of Orinda, the
council unanimously approved a set-
tlement of this litigation brought
under the California Environmental
Quality Act challenging the city’s
2013 adoption of its Fourth Cycle
Housing Element.” That announce-
ment was made by Orinda mayor Sue
Severson at the May 20 Orinda City
Council meeting, and came as Orinda
ramps up for its next housing element
review. Advocates for Lawful Envi-
ronmental Review Today, often re-
ferred to by the acronym ALERT,
agreed to dismiss all claims against
the city while the city “agreed to var-
ious things related to preparing an En-
vironmental Impact Report for the
Fifth Cycle Housing Element” and
also to pay $19,756 of ALERT’s at-
torney fees.

      
The agreement document shows

that San Diego attorney, Craig A.
Sherman, filed a Writ on Dec. 19 for
ALERT and its president, Maria
Protti, challenging a Mitigated Nega-
tive Declaration approved by the city
council in November – part of adopt-
ing Orinda’s “State-mandated 4th
cycle housing element to plan for its
Regional Housing Needs Allocation
(‘RHNA’) for the years 2007 to
2014.”

      
While disputing the merits of

ALERT’s claims, the city affirmed
that all normally-applicable laws will
apply when it prepares its fifth ele-
ment EIR and said this EIR will “in-

clude site-specific environmental im-
pacts consistent and compliant with
the level of detail required by
CEQA.” Plus, even though Orinda
“decided to rely on the 3.2 acre Santa
Maria site to help meet its RHNA for
lower income households” in cycle
four, the city will reconsider inclusion
of that acreage for cycle five and
won’t assume eventual development
of those acres in its EIR baseline.

      
Despite selecting PMC (Pacific

Municipal Consultants) as fifth cycle
advisors on April 22 after concluding
Orinda’s standard Request for Pro-
posal process, under the settlement
agreement that states, "following con-
sultation with Petitioner," the city will
issue an RFP to AECOM, Diana
Elrod, Dyett & Bhatia, ESA, Mintier
Harnish, PMC, The Planning Cen-
ter/DC&E, Veronica Tam Associates,
Lamphier Gregory, LSA, and Geier
& Geier Consulting. 

      
Staff received just three responses

to 10 Requests for Proposal issued
prior to April 22 – from PMC, RBF
Consulting, and Diana R. Elrod, the
advisor who helped Lafayette com-
plete its fourth cycle element and is
now working to help prepare its fifth. 

      
As to the city council’s April 22

choice, Planning Director Emmanuel
Ursu said  all three firms were very
well qualified and that serious consid-
eration was given to Elrod. However,
there was a perceived weakness with
her firm  on the CEQA side. “We will
need to go through a CEQA process
that will be a little more rigorous than

I think it was the last time …. Both
PMC and the other consulting firm
have more experience in that respect.”
Elrod’s estimate – roughly $9,000
above PMC’s bid of $37,965 – pro-
jected the need for only 25 hours of
CEQA-related time versus PMC’s es-
timated 58 hours.

      
RBF submitted the low bid, but

was ruled out due to potential diffi-
culty in accessing consultants and
travel costs that might arise with a
Southern California-based firm.
Timing was also considered. PMC
aimed for element adoption by Jan-
uary 2015; both RBF and Elrod
needed another month. “Under new
state law … if we do not adopt a
housing element by within 120 days
of the deadline [May 31, 2015],”
said Ursu, “then rather than being
on an eight-year cycle to update the

housing element, we would be re-
quired to update the housing ele-
ment four years after that, and then
another four years after that, and
then yet again four years after that.”
And that would cost the city signif-
icantly more, observed Coun-
cilmember Amy Worth.  

      
Finally, the city agreed that the

fifth element and related CEQA doc-
ument will, when adopted by the city,
supersede the fourth element and its
CEQA document. Nothing in the set-
tlement limits how the city will plan
for its Regional Housing Needs Allo-
cation or other fifth element matters
nor does it limit ALERT’s ability to
participate in the fifth cycle housing
element process – “including possible
CEQA litigation over the EIR
adopted for the 5th cycle housing el-
ement.”

Barry and Allison Schneider are two of three people who will be honored
June 4. The third, Julie Gavigan, was camera-shy.       Photo Cathy Dausman

orinda’s Mounting Legal costs
At its Feb. 18 meeting, the Orinda City Council learned from staff
during a mid-year budget review that city General Fund expendi-
tures would surpass original budget projections by $129,995
largely due to:

• “Unusually high demand for legal services associated with
the Housing Element, including responses to voluminous Public
Records Act requests.”
• A lawsuit brought by Advocates for Lawful Environmental Re-
view Today. 
• Litigation threatened by the owners of 81 Moraga Way chal-
lenging the council’s Jan. 14 decision not to rezone their down-
town property.
• A new suit (Painter v. City of Orinda) brought by the owners
of 34 Broadview Terrace challenging the city’s denial of their de-
sign review application.
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925-377-7711   www.techmommy.com
Serving the Bay Area’s Technology Needs Since 1985

• Troubleshoot any PC problem.
• Help in plain English, not tech talk.
• Virus and spyware removal, system clean-up.
• Master e-mail, web searches, filing, attachments.
• Program iPod, cell phone, Blackberry, camera, GPS.
• Personal training in your home.

“A High-te
ch Brain

with the P
atience

of a Moth
er”

“If your computer needs attention, call techmommy, a computer expert
that can skillfully fix it. Also, techmommy guides you, teaches you,
and shows you the ins and outs of your computer in no time at all.” 

– Marian Nichols, Moraga

Fast Expert Computer Help 

Maureen
Wilbur

Direct: (925)253-6311   Maureen@MaureenWilbur.com    www.MaureenWilbur.com
CalBRE #01268536 ©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal

Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

1240 Ulfinian Way, Martinez ~ Charming Home on a Beloved Street 

Charming 3 Bedroom 2 bath home built in 1929 with many
updates including; hardwood floors, new roof, fresh paint,
carpet, detached garage, basement, screened in detached
patio & more. Located on a most beloved street near
downtown Martinez, Amtrak, County Courthouse, Junior
High School, Community Park…

Offered at $399,000

For more Information please contact Maureen
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Distinctive design
from the big idea . . . to the smallest detail
Full services 
at every step

Orinda offices

Orinda resident

45 years     
experience

New homes
remodels
additions

California license 
NCARB Certificate

References 
available

Bartlett 
Architects

AIA

One Bates Boulevard  Suite 201  Orinda, CA 94563   925 253 2880
www.bartlettaia.com Laborare est Orare

BMW concord | 1967 Market ST.  | concord

THE BMW 4 SERIES.
UN4GETTABLE: 
DESIGNED TO CATCH YOUR EYE.

BMW ConcordMichael Heller, BMW Concord, mlheller78@hotmail.com

Call 
Michael Heller
925-998-2150

On the Job with Orinda Deputy Sheriff
Lisa Cook
By Laurie Snyder

“Alot of this job is how you talk
to people. If you show some-

body respect, they will show you re-
spect back,” says Orinda police
officer Lisa Cook – a no-nonsense
professional who, despite having
taken taller criminals to the ground
when needed, has also developed a
reputation for putting Girl Scouts and
crime victims at ease. “There are
times when a person wants to talk to
a woman rather than a man. Some-
times, with little kids, it might help to
be a female.”

      
She attributes much of her suc-

cess to her dad. “He was into sports
and he got me playing basketball. He
made me who I am.” During 16 years
of work in dentistry, Cook discovered
a talent for investigative work. She
decided to try her hand at the Police
Academy and soon realized that she’s
not just good at police work, she
thrives on it. Employed by the Contra
Costa Sheriff’s Department for more
than seven years, she has been pro-
tecting Orindans for about one and a
half years.

      
“We never, ever know what our

day’s going to bring,” says the deputy
sheriff of life on the job. The after-
noon she was interviewed for this ar-
ticle, she was called to the scene of a
car accident; days earlier, she and her
partner helped an elderly resident
joust with a home fire alarm that re-
fused to be silenced.

      
But it is the time she spends with

Orinda youngsters that clearly gener-
ates some of her most meaningful
moments. “When you have kids all
you can think of is that could be my
kid,” she says, reflecting on past
emergencies. If she could reach
through the page of this newspaper,
she’d give high school or college-age
readers gentle forehead flicks to re-
mind them that they’re not invincible.
Her own daughter’s best friend was
killed in a car accident. “You never
think it can happen to you. It can and
does happen. Don’t take life for
granted.”

      
It’s a message that Cook and her

husband, a fellow deputy, live and
breathe. Although the job is “90 per-

cent paperwork and following up and
investigating,” they’re acutely aware
that bad things can and do happen. So,
they make sure to carve time out of
hectic schedules for regular date
nights, and always tell each other to
be safe every day before leaving for
their shifts. “We just never know.”

      
Most Orinda police officers you

encounter will echo that sentiment.
While finding weapons on a suspect
can send hearts racing, it can be even
more stressful responding to resi-
dents’ homes when neighbors call to
report someone at risk of domestic vi-
olence or elder abuse. Several of the
most challenging moments for Cook
have come during encounters with in-
dividuals showing signs of mental ill-
ness. In cases that require “a 5150” –
when police officers or mental health
workers must involuntarily commit
someone for psychiatric confinement
because that individual poses a danger
to himself or others – things can go
south very quickly.

                   
... continued on page A13
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Frank Woodward
925.788.4963

Tina Jones
925.464.3755 

WoodwardJonesTeam.com
Luxury Property Specialists

The Woodward Jones Team  -  Two Masters of  Real Estate Joined to Provide World Class Service!

If  you are thinking of  selling or buying, call Frank and Tina for a free marketing consultation today!

Are you afraid to sell your home?
Many sellers are hesitant to put their homes on the
market out of concern that they won’t be able to
find a desirable replacement home right away.
We work with a number of lenders that offer
programs to help sellers purchase their next home
without having to sell their primary residence first. 
Contact us to find out more about these programs
and how we can make your next move seamless.

MORAGA $1,275,000
3/3. This home is gorgeous! Meticulously
remodeled w/superb finishes & attention
to detail. Lovely garden & patio.
Glenn & Kellie Beaubelle CalBRE#00678426

ORINDA $1,595,000
5/3.1. Exceptional home w/oversized
rooms. Perfect for entertaining. Flat
yard and views.
Laura Abrams    CalBRE#01272382

LAFAYETTE $1,850,000
6/5.5. Spacious Custom Home! 5112 sqft
on .31 acre lot on a cul-de-sac, large
bonus room, gourmet kitchen.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $2,595,000
5/3. Gorgeous European inspired villa.
Dramatic 2 sty entry. Infinity pool,
cabana & wine cellar.
Glenn & Kellie Beaubelle CalBRE#00678426

ORINDA $6,300,000
4/4.2. Rare opportunity to buy newer
estate plus two adjacent lots. Gated, wine
cellar, gorgeous grounds w/pool & more!
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

MORAGA $1,050,000
3/2. Approx. 1800 sq. ft, completely
updated, chef’s kitchen, cul-de-sac close
to trails, flat yard.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $1,695,000
4/3. Inviting Traditional Custom w/an
office, & approx. 3890 sf.,views & a fab
commute location.
Patti Camras CalBRE#01156248

MORAGA $998,000
3/2. Beautiful single level in Sanders
Ranch. Garden area, decks, spa, solar and
much more!
Glenn & Kellie Beaubelle CalBRE#00678426

ORINDA $2,195,000
5/5.5. 4378 approx. sf. Elegant Tuscan
villa with top quality finishes and
amenities. Pano views.
David Pierce CalBRE# 00964185

ORINDA $998,000
4/3. Approx. 2300 sq. feet. Downtown
location with spectacular views.

Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

LAFAYETTE $1,898,000
4/5. Remodeled treasure near the trail.
Den, bonus room and an attached unit.

Kathy McCann CalBRE#00946092

ORINDA $3,550,000
4/3. By Appt. Only. Serene contemporary
villa built in 1990 on 1.3 ac with amazing
gardens, vistas & privacy.
The Hattersley’s CalBRE# 01181995/00445794

ORINDA $1,499,000
4/3.1. Stunning Orinda Home.
Remodeled home with open floorplan,
hillside views, quick to BART & fwy.
Maureen Wilbur     CalBRE#01268536

ORINDA $1,350,000
4/3. Beautfiully remodeled single level
home in the Orinda Country Club.
Hwd floors throughout.
Zimmank/Neale CalBRE#00469962/01441356

MORAGA $849,000
3/3.5. Sophisticated MCC living. Updated
home with loft. Hardwood floors &
granite & stainless kitchen.
The Holcenberg’s CalBRE#01373412/00637795

ORINDA $2,398,000
5/4.5. Fabulous Traditional Orinda
Home set on 2.5 Acres and Private Cul
De Sac.
Finola Fellner CalBRE#01428834

californiamoves.com

ORINDA $1,595,000
4/2+. Incredible private lot. Fab
home/yard near 4th fairway. A gardeners
paradise. Grt loc.
Shellie Kirby CalBRE#01251227

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  Cal BRE License # 01908304

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600

2 Theatre Square, Suite 211 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm people trust

ORINDA $1,749,000
4/3.5. Orinda Downs Luxury through
and through. Private deck w/hot tub off
Mstr.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $1,995,000
4/3. Delight in a classic Orinda setting
w/ panoramic views of Mt. Diablo all
on 1.43 acres.
David Pierce CalBRE# 00964185

ORINDA $995,000
4/2.5. Nostalgic Cape Cod nestled on a
creek side lot, w/a flat lawn & an
updated interior.
Patti Camras CalBRE#01156248

LAFAYETTE $1,175,000
4/2. Adorable rancher at the end of a
cul-de-sac close to town. Open layout,
lawn, patios & pool!
Emily Estrada  CalBRE# 01942438

MORAGA $899,000
5/3. Great location on cul-de-sac close to
K-8 Moraga schools, .44 acre lot w/pool.

Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247
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Editor:

While the Acalanes Unified High School District’s pest management
program has, undoubtedly, improved, recent incidents clearly demon-
strate why their pest management policy needs strengthening to truly
protect the health of students, staff, and community members.  
First, the policy needs to include an Advisory Committee comprised
of District staff, parents, students, and public health and environmen-
tal representatives.  This Committee will be a valuable resource and
help the District find effective and safer solutions to its weed and in-
sect problems. 
The Committee will also provide a source of checks and balances and
ensure an appropriate review of a product’s contents and adverse health
effects before it’s used, and people are exposed.  We reviewed the Dis-
trict’s presentation to the Governing Board on their recommendations
for treating weeds on Acalanes’ practice field and also the minutes from
recent Board meetings where this issue was discussed and the use of a
broad leaf weed killer was approved.  There was no discussion of the
health risks associated with these products. A Committee would ensure
product safety is a key part of any discussion.
Second, there need to be Banned and Approved Use Products Lists
and a Limited Use Products Provision.  There are thousands of very
toxic pesticides the District could use and still be in compliance with
its current policy.  The Banned Products List would include pesticides
linked to cancer, birth defects, and other serious health issues.  
If the District needed to use a chemical control as a last resort, an Ap-
proved Use Products List would contain those truly least toxic prod-
ucts; evaluated by credible scientific bodies for their safety.  Currently,
no requirement exists that products be evaluated for their potential
adverse health effects.  Finally, a Limited Use Products Provision
would allow District staff to submit a written request to the Advisory
Committee for review that a pesticide not on the Approved List be
approved for a specific and limited purpose. 
Unfortunately, the current policy is inadequate and incomplete. The
addition of these provisions is essential to safeguard and protect the
health of the District’s students and staff and the community.

Carol Shenon
Moraga
Erika Pringsheim-Moore
Lafayette
Susan JunFish
Moraga
Katharine Barrett
Orinda

Editor:

My wife and I enjoyed your article about Ken Murakami and the Mor-
aga Garden Center, honoring Ken and his contribution to our com-
munity.  He is much more than a businessman - we have been visiting
him for many years and hope to continue for many more.  He offers
great counsel and uses his knowledge about plants as a way to connect
to people rather than to connect to people to sell plants.  Also, he is a
CAL basketball fan.  I have promised him a bottle of wine from the
backyard grapes he helped me grow.  I hope to make good on this
promise during my lifetime.

Robert McEwan
Moraga

Editor:

When I was evaluating candidates in the upcoming election, I noticed that
Glazer put himself as being very independent of special interests, etc.
However, I have since changed my mind.  We have been innundated
with mailers on a daily basis.  I discovered that he has taken signifi-
cant amounts of money from interest groups that certainly aren't in-
terested in the general good.   I wonder about the local leaders who
are endorsing him and now have to start wondering about them as
well.  Perhaps it is time to really sweep everything clean, using the
built in term limits, called 'elections'.

Leonard Dorin
Lafayette

Editor:

Allowing people to own guns is not promoting freedom of speech or
the freedom to protect one’s self but, in fact, promoting fear and the
lack of freedom to feel safe. Seldom, do you hear in the media, the
use of guns in self defense. More often it is the use of guns to harm
and hurt by an aggressor. Because we have the freedom of gun own-
ership in this country the majority of the citizens live in oppression
for fear of the random bullet. 
Please be our voice to stop gun ownership in the United States. This
"constitutional right" was an item at a time when the arms of law en-
forcement were not as efficiently far reaching as they are today. It is
an antiquated constitutional right that needs to be urgently revisited.
My plea is not directed at the rifles used for shooting game but at the
small and repetitive arms that exist mostly for use in crimes. In Amer-
ica we deserve the right to feel safe “beyond a reasonable doubt”.
Today our gun culture has failed the citizens of America. We can start
this resolution in baby step. Our babies deserve to grow old, to take
those giant steps fearlessly and resolutely.
Tina Tankka
Lafayette

                                       Share your thoughts with our community! 
                              Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and  

     not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will 
     include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only

accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). 
Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a
space-available basis. email:    letters@lamorindaweekly.com;  
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Join our Public Forum
If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities that requires

more than the 350 words to which we must limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair! You can submit
your letter to our Public Forum section.  Just send your letter to  letters@lamorindaweekly.com

and let us know you’d like to be considered for the  Public Forum. 

1700 Tice Valley Blvd.
Walnut Creek, CA 94595
888.713.2228

At Byron Park, we’ve learned that living well is an art to be enjoyed. 
As a resident, you’ll enjoy exciting programs that provide engaging and 
even challenging opportunities plus an award-winning wellness program 
that strengthens every facet of your life. Discover the joys of living in a 
vibrant senior living community just minutes from downtown Lafayette.

· Independent and Assisted Living apartment homes
 !"#$#%&'(&#)%&$*#!+#,%--!.%,#%*!$,/!)%$#%/!-01221,3!4''5
· Transportation available 7 days a week

Call 888.713.2228 
to experience The Art of Living Well SM for yourself!

www.LifeatByronPark.com
Facebook.com/ByronParkSeniors 
License #075601546

ENJOY THE ART OF
LIVING WELLSM

BP ad 5.875 x 8 Lamorinda Weekly.indd   1 5/2/2014   9:52:01 AM

Divorce and Family Law
The Law Offices of Jonathan D. Larose APC.

A Family Law Firm
Jonathan D. Larose Esq. MBA, 

Chelsea Jagar, Esq. Julia Bressman, Esq.

1660 Olympic Boulevard
Suite 215

Walnut Creek, CA. 94596
Tel: 866-585-6314
Fax: 510-659-8600

39465 Paseo Padre Parkway 
(Main Office), Suite 2400 
Fremont, CA. 94538 

Tel: 510-659-6300 
Fax: 510-659-8600 

confidential consultations - learn more at jdlaroselaw.com

Value • Quality Integrity
since 1994

Anniversary Sale!

Custom Designs • Manufacturing in Gold & Platinum • Jewelry & Watch Repair

3559 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette  •  925-283-1800

Omega  •  Tissot  •  Atlantic
First ever special sale on all 

in-stock watches.
May through June 14th

Tues., Wed., Fri. & Sat.
10:30 - 6:00 pm

Thank you Lamorinda for 
those good 20 years!

Thank you for
recycling this paper.

It is printed on at
least 50% recycled

material and
vegetable based ink

and should be
recycled again. 
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Share your thoughts, insights and opinions 
with your community.  Send a letter to the editor:

letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Proposed District Budget Riles Union
By Nick Marnell

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District

and the firefighters union

reached a tentative agreement on a

new contract in April, and at the May

20 district meeting, the 36-page mem-

orandum of understanding was ap-

proved by the board of directors. But

a pall of resentment hung over the

rank and file.

      

“This is not a contact that we are

happy with,” said Vince Wells, Local

1230 president.  Wells maintained that

the district's financial situation was

never as bleak as it was portrayed dur-

ing the negotiations, and he expressed

cynicism that a balanced general fund

was now projected for every year of

the district's revised long range finan-

cial plan.  The new financial forecast

only verified the union's belief that the

district finances were never as dire as

projected, noted Wells.

      

“We hope that in future negotia-

tions similar tactics are not used,” he

said.

      

The MOFD directors did not re-

spond to Wells' comments.  The

MOU was approved by a 4-1 vote,

the dissenting vote cast by director

Steve Anderson, who has steadfastly

objected to the automatic wage in-

creases built into future years of the

new labor agreement. Starting July 1,

2015, base salaries per the MOU are

set to increase 1 percent with a 4 per-

cent increase in each of the two suc-

ceeding years.  The firefighters

accepted a 3.5 percent pay cut for one

year beginning this July.

      

Gloriann Sasser, administrative

services director, then led a presenta-

tion on the 2014-15 fiscal year district

budget, projecting that for the first

time in three years the district will op-

erate in the black. Total district rev-

enue for 2014-15 is projected at $22.2

million, with total expenditures –  in-

cluding capital expenditures and debt

service fund expenditures – equaling

$21.7 million. 

      

Those numbers only added to

Wells' chagrin.

      

“Next year's financial forecast

shows a surplus of around the same

amount the district will be saving with

the 3.5 percent pay cut,” he said. “A

reduction in salary is not the way to

balance the district's budget.”

      

Fire chief Stephen Healy said that

he appreciated the effort and cooper-

ation of the union throughout the ne-

gotiations but he did acknowledge the

uneasiness that pervaded the talks.

“The process of concession bargain-

ing was very difficult for both sides,”

he said.

Next meetings: 
Next meeting: Wednesday,
June 4
check website for updates
(Go to www.mofd.org as the meeting

date approaches for location and
more information)

Moraga-Orinda
Fire District

Board of
Directors
Meetings

If you’re buying a home, you deserve a nice 

housewarming gift to go with it. That’s why, for a 

limited time, SAFE is waiving closing costs on our 

Conventional and Jumbo Home Loans—a savings 

of up to $3,000 for you! Plus, you get the benefi ts of 

historically low rates and 

local decision-making 

from one of the region’s 

leading lenders. Now 

there’s a welcome off er. safecu.org/homeloans
(800) SEE-SAFE ext. 2772

NMLS# 466072

welcoming
waiver.
$3,000*

FEE WAIVER

Announcing a 
home loan with a 

*Credits for closing costs cannot be applied to discount points or loan-level price adjustments. Off er 
only available to members who live or work in Contra Costa County. Complete application must be 
submitted by 7/31/14. See SAFE for details.

Coming Soon!  

925|708-1396   Tony Conte 
925|324-6246   Mary Beth MacLennan 
tconte2001@hotmail.com 
mbmaclennan@gmail.com 
CalBRE License #: 
00959101|01480008 
 

FOR SALE in ORINDA 
312 Camino Sobrante  
5BR | 3BA | 3628 SF 

 
Elegant contemporary in 

the heart of Orinda’s 
Country Club!  

FOR SALE in LAFAYETTE 
3299 Beechwood Dr. 
2BR | 1 BA | 1278 SF 

 
Classic Trails  

neighborhood cottage!   

FOR LEASE in ORINDA 
 

4BR | 2BA | 2205 SF 
 

Fabulous single level 
home within walking 
distance  of 12 years 
of excellent schools! 

 

Call for 

details! 

California Realty

Drama at School Board
over Pesticide Use
By Cathy Tyson

Supporters of a more organic ap-

proach to weed and insect prob-

lems at Acalanes Union High School

District schools got a blistering re-

sponse from school board members

responding to what they perceived as

some of the tactics of the group. A so-

cial media site featured misinforma-

tion about the topic, in a posting by a

student – that posting was promptly

removed. 

      

“To think that we are not con-

cerned about 5,300 students is ap-

palling to me,” said longtime school

board member Tom Mulvaney, get-

ting emotional.  “That kind of rhetoric

is uncalled for.  I’m really disap-

pointed.”  

      

Striking a more conciliatory tone

the newest member of the board,

Nancy Kendzierski, asked that the di-

alogue be tamped down, which will

be more helpful in reaching a solu-

tion.  Chair Kathy Coppersmith was

also clear, stating she was “very un-

happy” with the way the situation has

been handled.

      

“I believe the district has been

very progressive,” said Chris

Learned, associate superintendent,

explaining that the district is using the

least toxic methods and has adopted

an Integrated Pest Management pro-

gram that focuses on long term pre-

vention or suppression of pest

problems through a combination of

strategies.  IPM does not eliminate the

use of chemical pesticides, but instead

uses them only when needed.

      

In his staff report, Learned out-

lined the current landscaping mainte-

nance situation. “No chemical was

used on any campus this year.”  The

last time Round Up was sprayed, it

was in April of 2013, only during

spring break when school was not in

session and only along the perimeter

of the fence.  It was slated to be used

again during the 2014 spring break -

weather permitting; however it

rained, so no application was made.      

      

“Unfortunately the current policy

is inadequate and incomplete,” said

Carol Shenon in a statement to the

board. She described suggested

changes as “essential to safeguard and

protect the health of students, staff

and the community.”  She and fellow

supporters would like to have an IPM

Advisory Committee to develop

guidelines and oversee the IPM pol-

icy and program.  They would also

like a ‘banned’ and ‘approved’ use

product list and a ‘limited use’ prod-

ucts provision.

      

Susan JunFish, of Parents for a

Safer Environment, described the sit-

uation at the meeting as misdirected

anger at the web-post and an online

petition that her group wasn’t respon-

sible for. “It certainly was not our in-

tention to make the district look bad

or to distribute information that is not

correct.  Our objective is to work with

the district to see where improve-

ments can be made to the current IPM

policy.”      

      

Nothing was decided as the meet-

ing concluded, but in follow-up con-

versations Learned told JunFish that

he plans to send a copy of the draft

IPM updated language for comments

to Parents for a Safer Environment

before sending it to the board in June.

Calling the dust up “a major misun-

derstanding,” Learned explained that

the district has significant problems

with its athletic fields, which become

a safety issue for the district.  Going

forward, the district plans to do its

homework and evaluate options, said

Learned.
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business briefs
La Finestra Ristorante Named Lafayette Small Business of the Year
100 Lafayette Circle, Suite 101, Lafayette
(925) 284-5282, www.lafinestraristorante.com
La Finestra Ris-
torante was
honored as
L a f a y e t t e ’s
2014 Small
Business of the
Year by the East
Bay Leadership
Council’s Small
Business/Entre-
preneurial Task
Force in May.
“Jeff Assadi has
been the
owner/chef of
La Finestra
since 2003,”
said Jay Lifson,
executive director of the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce. “He is committed
to providing a great dining experience and has given back to our community in
many ways. La Finestra supports all the schools each year with gift certificates
and hosted dinners. He is a proud participant of Taste of Lafayette since the
event began, and he gives of his time for special events like the annual Loaves
and Fishes fundraiser.”  La Finestra is centrally located in Lafayette, but secluded
among large eucalyptus trees, giving the place a unique charm. Assadi has a
great reputation as a passionate cook who makes most of his plates to order with
the finest ingredients.  His Italian cuisine with a Sicilian accent has been cele-
brated for years.

Artists’ Market 
Lafayette Art Gallery
3420 Mt Diablo Blvd., Suite A, Lafayette
(925) 284-2788, www.lafayetteartgallery.com

The first of a summer series of Artists’ Markets was held in the courtyard of
The Forge, the new home of the Lafayette Art Gallery, at the corner of Mt. Di-
ablo Boulevard and Brown Avenue in Lafayette on May 17. It was the first such
event for new member Karin Lechner, a bead artist, who recently joined the
gallery; while photographer Warren Rice participated for many years in the
summer shows the gallery held in its former location on Lafayette Circle.  “The
new location for the market has a Carmel feel to it,” said Rice. “It is a lovely
setting, with a fountain, and we enjoyed very much displaying our art there.”
The Artists’ Market will be open from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on three more Saturdays,
June 21, July 19 and Aug. 16.  “We have about 15 artists coming to the events,
including some invited artists who are not members of the gallery,” said Rice.
“We strive to offer a wide variety of artistic productions.” Although foot traffic
is not as developed as it was on Lafayette Circle, both Rice and Lechner say
they enjoy the new location of the art gallery – a wide, luminous space they
moved into last October. “It’s also a great place to hold our wine reception,
every second Friday of the month,” added Lechner, who is one of three artists
featured in June. 

Moraga Employee of the Month for May 
Chris O’Connell, Los Perales Elementary School’s secretary and front office
manager, was named the Moraga Employee of the Month for May. O’Connell
first started working at Los Perales in 1999 as a substitute teacher, then became
a teacher’s assistant and eventually was hired as the school secretary in June,
2001. She has been described as the glue that makes the school run so efficiently.
“Every person who walks through our doors is greeted with a warm, genuine
smile from Chris,” said Los Perales principal Amy Black. “She is the first one
here and the last one to leave. Her attention to detail is unparalleled.  She never
gets flustered, never misses a beat. LP would be lost without her.”  O’Connell
is the 28th recipient of the monthly award sponsored by the Rotary Club of
Moraga and the Chamber of Commerce. She will be presented with her award,
and gift cards to Safeway and Massage Envy, at the Moraga Rotary luncheon
on Tuesday, June 3. 

News from the three Chambers of Commerce
Lafayette
Rock the Plaza at 6:30 p.m. on Fridays with Azure Moon, June 6, and The Floor-
shakers, June 13; at Plaza Park (corner of Moraga Road and Mt Diablo Boule-
vard) in Lafayette.
Chamber Mixer at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, June 11 at The Mechanic, 3328
Mt. Diablo Blvd. 
Entrepreneur's Club at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, June 19 in the Chamber Confer-
ence Room.
Ribbon cutting at 5 p.m. on Thursday, June 19, Lily Dong Photography, 3506D
Mt. Diablo Blvd. 

Moraga 
Save the date for the all-day 3rd annual Moraga Chamber Golf Tournament on
July 14.  The event is the chamber’s largest fundraiser of the year. Proceeds sup-
port the chamber’s many community and business-based programs. The cost is
$175 per player and includes golf, dinner (starts at 4:30 p.m.), refreshments and
prizes.  For more information or to sign up, visit www.moragachamber.org.

Orinda
First Chamber Bruncheon from 8 to 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, June 17 at Barbacoa
in Theatre Square. Enjoy delicious brunch food while meeting with the board
of directors and ambassadors, hear the annual report presentation, and get the
latest chamber news.  RSVP to Candy Kattenburg at
info@lamorindachamber.org; the cost is $10.

If you have a business brief to share, please contact  
Sophie Braccini at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com

Jeff Assadi, the owner of Lafayette’s 2014 Small Business of the
Year, La Finestra Ristorante, with Supervisor Candace Andersen. 
        Photo provided

T’s Firehouse Indian Cuisine Offers
Unique Combinations
By Amanda Kuehn

When you first arrive at T’s
Firehouse, you may ques-

tion if you’ve come to the right place.
Located in the former home of Fuz,
adjacent to a large parking lot behind
Kelly-Moore Paints, the new Indian
restaurant and sports bar is easy to
miss. 

      
Enter the tan double doors and

you’re greeted by an exhibit of color-
ful hanging lanterns and mannequins
clad in traditional Indian clothing.
“Each [of them] represents something
else,” said owner Harinder Singh Ti-
wana. One mannequin is grinding
flour, another spinning cotton, a third
figure doing a traditional dance. Ti-
wana hopes the foyer decor will “give
a feel of India” to his establishment.

      
Pass through a short hallway and

you get to the restaurant itself – a sin-
gle open room with low and high top
tables decked with white table cloths

and folded napkins. There is also seat-
ing at an extensive and impressive
bar, the feature around which T’s is
arranged. 

      
“We wanted to be different from

other Indian restaurants,” said Ti-
wana, who hopes to attract multiple
demographics with his unique com-
bination of formal dining, authentic
Indian cuisine and a sports bar atmos-
phere featuring six big screen TVs.

      
Purchased in 2012, T’s has been

two years in the making. Tiwana, who
has lived in the area for some 25 years
and has worked a wide array of jobs
from transportation to agriculture, has
done much of the work himself, in-
cluding the design and construction of
a backlit glass cabinet that flashes the
bright colors of a Bollywood film.

      
Whereas other Indian establish-

ments often feature buffets, T’s is
made to order. The daily lunch spe-

cial allows you to choose two of six
entree options (four of which are veg-
etarian), served with your choice of
cardamom-infused basmati rice or
puffy, crisp naan bread for $9.95.
There are also four wrap options (two
vegetarian and two meat). The dinner
menu is more extensive, with both
vegetarian and meat options that
range from the lingering spicy cinna-
mon of lamb chunks simmered in
Rogan Josh sauce to the creamy
tomato-onion sauce of the Chicken
Tikka Masala. The signature appe-
tizer is a thin crisp lentil papadum
speckled with fennel seeds and
wrapped around large tender prawns
in a warm spiced sauce sprinkled
with cilantro. One serving includes
two papdums.

      
T’s officially opened on May 10.

Happy hour happens every day from
3 to 5 p.m. In addition to sustainable
wines from Banrock Station and eight
beers on draft, T’s also features seven
specialty cocktails, ranging from the
refreshing Yerba Buena to the fruity
Wicked Sparkler.

      
If you’re looking for friendly

service and authentic Indian flavors,
a new destination for dinner and
drinks or a place to grab a beer and
watch the game, T’s might be just the
right combination.

T’s Firehouse
3709 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette
(925) 298-5981
info@tsfirehousebar.com
www.tsfirehousebar.com
Open daily from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

T's bar featuring backlit glass cabinet.

Creamy chicken tikka masala, spiced lamb in Rogan Josh, garlic naan and
cardamom-infused basmati rice. Photos Amanda Kuehn

First Artists’ Market at The Forge in Lafayette. Photo provided

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Providing international students with 
a home away from home since 2001. 

 

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED 
International students attending Lamorinda  
schools need housing with local residents. 

 

Short term and long term placements are available. 

SHORT TERM HOSTING OPPORTUNITIES 
School: St. Mary’ s College 

Program Dates: August 25 –  September 17, 2014 
Hosts will receive $1,100, per student hosted, for this 3+ week program. 

 

LONG TERM HOSTING OPPORTUNITIES 
Schools: Private and public Lamorinda high schools 

Program Dates: Late August, 2014  –   Early June, 2015 
Hosts will receive $1,100/month, per student hosted. 

HOSTS RECEIVE $1,100/MONTH, PER STUDENT 
 

All types of people are welcome to host a student, including single 
adults with or without children, and couples with or without children.   

For more information about hosting an international student, please call 

925-876-0080 

www.diablovalleyhomestay.com 
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©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

John Caronna
Coldwell Banker, Orinda
Top 100 Agent, SF Bay Area 2012
CalBRE: 01898437

Cell: 415.531.5225
www.liveinlamorinda.com

Multi-Unit Residential Specialist
Expert in the sale and purchase of duplexes 

to 18 unit properties

Rare Opportunity:

5 Units in Montclair.  All units
Condo quality 2 bdrms,
private decks with 
SF and Golden Gate bridge
views. $170,000 in annual
rental income.

Pending $2,249,000

Another New Listing-
Coming soon!

Rockridge Triplex. Incredible
location, over $112,000 in
annual rent!

Call or email for more
information

• 14+ Years experience as owner/hands-on manager of residential and commercial apartment buildings.
• Market rent analysis by neighborhood to maximize property values for current owners.
• Strategies for successful multi-unit property ownership
• Identify and advise on 1031 Exchange opportunities

AT HOME

Our mission is to provide personalized care,
help maintain independence and

enhance our client’s quality of life
on a daily basis.

• Fully bonded and insured
• Geriatric care management
• Hourly care     
• Live-in care
• Transportation to and from

medical appointments
• Medication reminders 

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite D Lafayette
(beside Trader Joe’s)

www.excellentcareathome.com

Call to schedule a free assessment and plan care review.    925-284-1213

Smitten in Lafayette
By Sophie Braccini

Molecular cuisine is becom-
ing main stream. Chin

Chin Labs in London, Lab Made
in Hong Kong, and now San
Francisco-based Smitten, which
just opened its fourth Bay Area
location in Lafayette, offer liquid
nitrogen creations to tantalize ice
cream lovers.  

     
For many years, innovation

on the ice cream market revolved
around new flavors; now the
process that instantly makes ice
cream to order is spreading all
over the world.  For Smitten
founder Robyn Fisher, this is the
way to create incredibly smooth,
delicious ice cream – without the
preservatives, stabilizers, or
emulsifiers needed for packaged
ice cream – so she can showcase
the true flavor of the best local in-
gredients.

     
Fisher discovered the freezing

property of liquid nitrogen in a
lab at Stanford where she was a
graduate student.  “I was immedi-
ately taken by the way the liquid
would create very fine crystals
when it came in contact with an-
other liquid at room tempera-
ture,” she says. As a gas, nitrogen
comprises roughly 78 percent of
the air we breathe; it becomes a
liquid at -320 degrees. As it
warms it starts to bubble, return-
ing to its gaseous form and in-
stantly cooling the environment it
is in contact with. Liquid nitrogen
is not toxic at all, but it needs to
be handled with care; touching it
is not a good idea – it can do seri-
ous damage to skin.  It’s been
used all over the world to create
instantly frozen delights such as
ice cream, sorbet and meringues.

     
“The problem was to find a

way to turn the ice cream effi-
ciently enough to make the
smoothest ice cream,” explains
Fisher.  She says that most people
who make liquid nitrogen ice
cream use a KitchenAid, as she
did when she first got started, but
the result was not good enough
for this perfectionist.  For two
years, she worked in partnership
with different engineers to create
“Brrr,” a churning machine that

makes one to four servings of ice
cream to order. 

     
Fisher took to the streets of

San Francisco eight years ago
with Brrr on a wagon. Now with
four locations, the young business
woman and mother of an 8-
month-old baby says she does not
want to grow her business too
fast.  “I own three patents for
Brrr,” she adds, “and I have been
asked to partner with others to
grow faster, but I don’t want to.
What I want is to make the best
ice cream in the world, which
means controlling the quality of
the ingredients; and that takes
care and time.” 

     
Most of her ice cream is made

from cow’s milk– although she
offers a few coconut milk-based
specialties – and that major ingre-
dient comes from the organic
dairy farm Beretta in Santa Rosa;
the berries are from Swanton
Berry Farm, also organic and
based in California; the chocolate
is from Tcho New American
Chocolate in Berkeley.  

     
“With the best process and the

best ingredients, I also needed a
chef who would create the
recipes,” says Fisher, “Our con-
sulting chef is Robyn Lenzi, who
designs all of our tastes.” 

     
The seasonal flavors change

every week, but some favorites
come back regularly. The
Lafayette store was an immediate
hit with flavors like strawberry,
white balsamic, salted caramel,
fresh mint and Tcho chocolate.
You can also get an ice cream
sundae. “People can buy pints of
ice cream to go,” says Fisher, “but
since it does not contain any ad-
ditive or preservatives it should
be eaten quickly.” 

     
Smitten is open daily from

noon to 10:30 p.m. (11 p.m. on
weekends) at 3545 Mt. Diablo
Blvd. in Lafayette; phone (925)
385-7115 or visit www.smit-
tenicecream.com.

“Brrr” churns and instantly freezes ice cream. Photos Andy Scheck

A fresh batch of Tcho chocolate ice cream.

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are intended
to inform the community about local business

activities, not to endorse a particular company,
product or service.

It starts with our caregivers. We carefully screen nearly 25 applicants for each caregiver we
hire. Only the best are good enough for Home Care Assistance!
We follow this with extensive training. Finally we invite geriatric experts to meet with our
caregivers so that they are up-to-date with the newest ideas about senior care. 
Hourly and Live-In Care. Our caregiving services focus on two basic types of care: hourly
and live-in. The service you choose is determined by your particular needs.
Hourly caregiving works well for many families. In this situation we provide trained 
caregivers on an hourly basis. Here the caregiver focuses all her attention exclusively on
the senior. 
Live-in care differs from hourly care in that we provide personal aides on a daily basis.
Live-in caregivers are often the best choice for those seniors who need the companionship
of another person, but who do not have intense “all the time” personal needs.
At Home Care Assistance we mean it when we talk about providing the best in senior care–
whether it is on an hourly basis or a live-in basis. 

925-820-8390 • HomeCareAssistance.com
190-G Alamo Plaza, Alamo, CA 94507
We've moved to Alamo!

“Named national winner of the ‘Best of Home 
Care Award’ by Home Care Pulse.”

Meet Jill. Jill Cabeceiras is the client care manager for the East Bay. She
has been working with older adults for more than ten years and is an expert
on managing care within the home. Let Jill help you and your family!

Call Jill today to schedule your free assessment!

Do you want the best in home care for your family? 
Call Home Care Assistance.
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Saving a Life in Orinda
... continued from page A6
He is recovering at home, with no ap-
parent loss of function or memory. 

      
When the paramedics left, Barry

Schneider closed the gym and drove
home, stopping at Briones Regional
Park to sit under a tree for half an
hour.  Allison Schneider headed “to
the Berkeley Y” where she swam laps
to gain control of her nerves.  Al-
though the younger Schneider had
never performed CPR on a real victim
before, she remained “cool, calm and
very focused on her task,” according
to her father.  “She was truly, truly ex-
traordinary…much older than her
years,” he said with pride.  

      
Allison Schneider said she wants

to pursue a career in health care, per-
haps as a physician’s assistant.  Mean-
while, this summer she’ll work as a

counselor at Boy Scout Camp
Wolfeboro where she will remind the
scouts how important it is to learn
CPR. She’ll tell them, “This isn’t fun,
this is serious.”

      
“I’ve always known [Allison]

was going to do good things,” said her
dad. “She is so passionate about help-
ing people.” 

      
For more information on the Na-

tional CPR and AED Awareness
Week go to http://tinyurl.com/r9fr46
(on the American Red Cross website).
“I encourage all residents of Contra
Costa County to learn critical lifesav-
ing skills such as CPR and AED use,”
said Lee.  He’d also like to see the
Lamorinda communities become
HeartSafe Communities (http://heart-
safe-community.org).

civic News orinda

civic News Lafayette

civic News Moraga

      
The piece of property known as

Lucas Ranch, roughly located be-
tween Burton Valley and Rossmoor,
will be mostly undeveloped – over 60
percent of the land will remain in its
natural state, with the already ap-
proved lots clustered on the southern
portion of the parcel starting at the ter-
minus of Lucas Drive.     

      
The applicant’s attorney, Allan

Moore of Gagen McCoy, started out
on a positive note, agreeing with the
staff recommendation to shrink the
size of the proposed 9,330 square foot
structure.  He also wanted to confirm
that earlier approvals for the subdivi-
sion are not re-opened.

      
“No one wins if we don’t all

win,” said architect Tim Ward, refer-
ring to reaching consensus in modify-
ing the home to ensure privacy for
nearby neighbors.   Moore expressed
an interest on behalf of his client to
work with the neighbors, and asked to
go into their back yards to see exactly
what their view is and listen to their
concerns.  

      
The size of the proposed home is

already an issue. While city staff
couldn’t specifically suggest an
amount of shrinkage, the word “sig-
nificant” was used.  

      
This application for a Phase I

Hillside Development Permit for sit-
ing and massing determination has a
long way to go.  It is the first step in a
long journey; specific floor plans for
the proposed home have not been
drawn up or approved and a swim-
ming pool has not been approved, al-
though general conceptual plans were
produced as part of the original sub-
division approval years ago.

      
Full design plans are required for

Phase II, and in order to approve the
permit a laundry list of findings are
necessary, including, to the extent fea-
sible, “minimize the loss of privacy to
surrounding residents and not unduly
impact, restrict or block significant
views.”  

      
The commission’s task at this

point in Phase I is to look at the loca-
tion and bulk of the home; it consid-
ered the matter and gave the applicant
time to make modifications.

After Long Hiatus,
Activity on Lucas Ranch 
... continued from page A2

Moraga Housing Element:
Staying the Course
... continued from page A5
“One way is subsidizing the land
cost,” suggested Sam Sperry, a re-
cently retired municipal bond attor-
ney. “Usually this is done by
non-profit groups; another way is to
increase density, so you get more
units for a given piece of land.”

     
Creative solutions were pro-

posed by the group, such as en-
couraging Moraga businesses to
hire from the local workforce and
adding more fire stations.  Public
transportation was a popular dis-

cussion topic and Brekke-Read
said that a tri-city Lamorinda
shuttle study will be underway
soon – a request for proposal has
been issued for a consultant to de-
termine how such a shuttle might
work, if people would really ride
it, and how much it would cost.

     
Next steps to finish Moraga's

Housing Element include discus-
sion by the Planning Commission
and Town Council; staff will sub-
mit Moraga's file early next year.

 
 

                

Does The Thought Of Moving Overwhelm You? 
Please join Merrill Gardens at Lafayette and Lafayette Senior Services

Wednesday, June 18 • 1:30 – 3:00 pm

Join us for a presentation conducted by Greg Gunderson of  
Gentle Transitions and Al de la Cerda and Pam Larson  

of Seniors on the Move. 

Greg will provide tips and techniques on how  
to go about the moving process and Al and Pam  

will discuss the actual physical move of your  
belongings and other unique programs.

Lafayette Library and Learning Center 
3491 Mt Diablo Blvd 
Lafayette, CA 94549

merrillgardens.com License Pending

RSVP by June 16 to (925) 284-5050

051614dCT_LAF_Lamorinda_Weekly_A.indd   1 5/21/14   10:37 AM

Alustra® Woven Textures® shades bring one-of-a-kind beauty 
and light filtration to your home. An innovative alternative to 
solar screens and woven wood shades, this collection offers 
an array of distinctive fabrics that bring depth, richness and 
incomparable style to your décor. 

ALUSTRA® WOVEN TEXTURES® 
BY HUNTER DOUGLAS.

© 2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks 
used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

INSPIRE YOUR HOME WITH EXTRAORDINARY STYLE.

43471

Plum Designs & Blinds 
Walnut Creek CA
Call for appointment.  
925-935-2161
www.plumdb.com

SEPTEMBER 14 – DECEMBER 17, 2013

cheers. 
It’s time to decorate 
your windows for  
the holidays.

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/14/13 – 12/17/13 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defined as a purchase 
of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. If you purchase 
less than the specified quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Rebate offers may not be combined; for each qualifying purchase, the higher applicable rebate amount will apply. 
Rebates will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after 
card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2013 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks 
used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

4 Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades
(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

2 Pirouette® Window Shadings  
or 2 Silhouette® Window Shadings  
or 2 Vignette® Modern Roman Shades
(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

1 Luminette® Privacy Sheer or Modern Drapery  
or 1 Skyline® Gliding Window Panels
or 1 Vignette® Traversed™ with Vertiglide™ Shade
(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

$100 rebate* 
with any of the following purchases:

Vignette® Modern Roman Shades

37700

Follow Us At Facebook or Twitter

Plum Designs & Blinds 
Walnut Creek CA
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT TODAY! 
ASK ABOUT OUR CUSTOM DRAPES
AND SHADES AS WELL. 
925-935-2161
www.plumdb.com

Measuring and  
Installation

Ask about

Only a few days left to take
advantage of special

manufacturer rebates! 

Call Us Now.

925-935-2161
www.plumdesignsandblinds.com



     
For Orinda police officers,

though, the lingering headache
continues to be Orinda’s waxing
and waning problem with burgla-
ries. “A lot of our job is being re-
active instead of being
proactive.” She urges Orindans to
think more about ways they can
make life harder for criminals,
and recommends two city pro-
grams that can help. During
Home Security Audits, residents
frequently end up finding and fix-
ing residential security flaws.
And thanks to drive by house

checks, still others find them-
selves breathing more easily at
Tahoe knowing that police are
keeping their Orinda homes safe.

     
“We like to help people;

sometimes we just don’t know if
we do. Sometimes we don’t hear
back,” she says. So the next time
you see Cook, feel free to intro-
duce yourself and say thanks. 

Because, from time to time,
even police officers need to

hear that they’re doing a good
job.
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Sue Layng
Village Associates
925-963-7189
sue@suelayng.com
www.suelayng.com 
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Please contact LPIE if you would like 
to become a Real Estate Partner

Our Real Estate partners know great schools contribute to a great community.
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On the Job with Orinda Deputy Sheriff
Lisa Cook
... continued from page A7

crime Fighting 101 with orinda
Deputy Sheriff Lisa cook
1. Write down the serial numbers of your laptops and other tech
devices, and then keep that list in a safe place. When police are
given serial numbers to enter into their tracking system, it not
only gives the police and district attorney an edge when prose-
cuting the thieves, it makes it easier for you to get your stuff back.
2. Have jewelry appraised, and photograph those and other
valuables. Then keep that documentation in a safe location as
well. Never store your jewelry in your bedroom or bathroom – the
first two places burglars search.
3. Store important documents (birth certificates, social security
cards, etc.) in a fire safe – or, even better, off site in your safety de-
posit box at the bank.
4. Be aware of your surroundings. Don’t leave items sitting out
on the seat of your car, and keep your car doors locked – even if
you think you’re parked in a safe area.
5. Never keep the title of your car or pink slip in your car. Ever. If
your car is stolen, it gives thieves the power to claim the car is
theirs – not yours.

“Is that a real gun?” Orinda Deputy Sheriff Lisa Cook captured the attention
of Orinda Daisy Girl Scout Troop members and their leaders during a tour
of OPD headquarters at Orinda City Hall recently.

Photo courtesy OPD Chief Mark Nagel 

civic News orinda

©2014 Itrim US LLC.

THANKS COACH
Real weight loss requires 
motivation. That’s where the 
Itrim Health Coach comes in. 
Experienced, involved and 
dedicated to your success. 
Come in and meet your Itrim 
Health Coach today. 

Itrim Locations: 
San Francisco NEW! Oakland NEW!
Lafayette San Ramon Petaluma

855.MY.ITRIM www.itrim.us

Lise Danner:
Mother of Three

Registered Dietician
Certified Personal Trainer

Itrim Health Coach

Share your thoughts, insights and
opinions with your community.  

Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

 Composer       Producer       Performer 
  (925) 876-5116 

cartersosomusic@gmail.com 

 

Special Events DJ 
Live Background Music 

Guitar and Ukulele 

Small Ensembles / Covers and Originals 

Graduation and Birthday Parties 

 Weddings 
Swim Team Socials 

 
May 20th   -   August 10th 

NOW  BOOKING  

CARTER SOSOO 
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 Paul Kephart   Master Craftsman

 www.TheCabinetMd.com

 BEFORE

 AFTER

 W  ith over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can

 alter or modify  most cabinetry,  while still 

 utilizing your existing cabinetry for: 

 • Large Screen, HD/Plasma TV’s

 • Oversized, built-in Refrigerators

 • Redesigns/Alterations 

 Thinking about  home, office, entertainment, custom 

 cabinetry, shelving, crown mouldings ,  baseboards , 

 new  doors  or  mantels ? We can help there, too!

 Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

 925.827. 1 093

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,
crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic
# 6

81
59

3

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
Owner, 
Moraga Resident

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin
Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

SHOP AT HOMEWe will
Bring the Samples 

to You!

E

CALL FOR A FREE
IN-HOME ESTIMATE

925-828-9600
Quality Work & Service for over 13 years.

CARPET, VINYL, LAMINATE, TILE, HARDWOOD

Flamingo’s Flooring

10% off any job. We Carry All Major Brands

With projects like a luge track in
their former Connecticut back
yard and some home remodeling
experience under his belt, Pemble
decided to go for it, in a big way.

     

It’s not easy to build a roller
coaster. Pemble describes his
process as, “Think, dream, draw,
build, think, dream, draw, re-
build, test, break, fix, rebuild,”
and so on. “There’s no shame in
failure.”  Apparently it takes a
few coaster cart crashes to find
the right design; one of his web
postings explains, “From our pile
of slightly twisted metal will
come a new design, a rebuilt cart,
and a far more stable wheel as-
sembly.  All told, it was a great
couple of days!” 

     

Initially it took about six
weeks and $3,500 in order to be
ready for a Halloween block party
last year.  Refinements have con-
tinued and Pemble admits it’s got-
ten a little out of hand.  The
newest version of the steel cart
with tricked out wheels has taken
roughly 40 hours to build.     

     

Excited and very proud of the
“Caution Zone,” so named for the
safety area surrounding the wood
and PVC pipe structure, a new
version of the cart, with transpar-
ent seat freshly attached just mo-
ments before, was taking its

maiden voyage when Lamorinda
Weekly stopped by.  Instructing
Lyle to hold on tight, since the
seat belt hadn’t been installed yet,
Pemble quipped “don’t want to
sacrifice the offspring.”  He was
tickled at how well it turned out,
with more advanced features like
decoupled wheels made from  re-
cycled I-beams, snagged when a
neighbor got rid of old garage
door tracks, massive skateboard
wheels, and a clear floorboard to
view the cart components.  Each
wheel assembly can steer individ-
ually and pivots. 

     

Clever and handy, with a
Bachelor of Science degree in
aeronautics from Louisiana Tech-
nical University, and a commer-
cial pilot’s license, Pemble had to
start from scratch, although Lyle
certainly pitched in.  That was
part of the mission, to make sci-
ence and math tangible, some-
thing that is more relevant and
concrete than doing endless
worksheets.  A student at Orinda
Intermediate School, Lyle is nat-
urally curious, and started this
whole process by researching
roller coasters.

     

Pemble is hoping to leverage
the success of the coaster project
to educational video learning,
similar to George Lucas’ Edu-

topia.org or the Khan Academy
that offers free user-friendly edu-
cational lessons in bite-sized
chunks, geared for the shorter at-
tention span of youngsters.  On
the CoasterDad website are ex-
amples of these lessons – one fea-
tures a Ruben’s tube hooked up to
a keyboard, in which Pemble ex-
plains the process simply and
clearly, then plays the Star Span-
gled Banner as the music is ex-
pressed in propane flames.  How
cool is that?  

     

Pemble is now a management
consultant; prior to that he was
the founder and CEO of
web.com, which has since been
sold.  Wife Liz Pemble and
daughter Ellie are supportive, but
this really is a father and son proj-
ect.  Defining the coaster as a
‘temporary structure,’ Pemble has
done the math (no surprise there)
and estimates the wood coaster
supports should last approxi-
mately three years, but he says it
will be de-constructed much ear-
lier than that.  

     

Next on his list is a trebuchet
– a type of catapult that was used
in the Middle Ages.  Who knows
if the family-friendly neighbor-
hood block party is ready for a
contraption that can launch
pumpkins into the air? 

Will Pemble works on the coaster cart in his well-equipped garage. Photo Ohlen Alexander

Orinda Dad Shares Roller Coaster Joy
... continued from page A1

Kurt Piper
925.818.8000

KurtPiperGroup.com
License #: 01130308

 i e  e  e e
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 1634± Sq. Ft.

2  ore ro  d  a a e e
5 Bedroom, 3 Bath, 3765± Sq. Ft.

Kurt Piper Group

From Front Page

P040036 02/04      State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

CArpET CLEAning
LAMOrinDA'S FAVOriTE

FAMiLY OWnED BUSinESS
FOr OVEr 36 YEArS

Spring SpECiAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette
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Decorated Lafayette
WWII Veteran Lives
Life to the Fullest
By Lou Fancher

Dan Baker is a man of action.
Ask the 94-year-old former

World War II Navy fighter pilot and
still-actively practicing attorney
about his late wife, Arlene, who
passed away in 2012, he springs out
of a chair in his Lafayette home’s
sunroom and races down a hallway.

     
Returning with a black-and-

white photo of his wife of 64 years,
he spouts poetic and practical rea-
sons for marrying her within three
months of their first meeting. “She
was charming, inside and outside.
Look at her: she was beauty itself,”
and “She was working and making

money: I wasn’t,” he says.

      
Then, like the Grumman F6F

Hellcat he flew long ago in combat, a
subsequent inquiry about WWII bat-
tles sends him running again. 

      
Returning, he brings medals,

mounted in a display box: a Navy
Cross, for bombing the Japanese bat-
tleship Nagato; the Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross, for destroying a second
enemy ship; an Air Medal, for shoot-
ing down a Japanese fighter plane.

      
Baker grew up in San Francisco

and says he was “a party boy,” a kid
who started as an honor student and
“went downhill” just gradually

enough to still graduate from college.
A heart murmur kept him out of the
Army, but when the country started to
re-examine even legitimate outliers
like Baker, he joined the Navy on
May 10, 1942. “Nobody had a
choice,” he says. “Everybody had the
idea they wanted to go because there
was a war going on.”

      
After training on a two-winged

Sterman airplane at Navy Preliminary
Flight School in Livermore, Baker
was sent to Florida. Trained on com-
bat planes, he became an instructor
and scouted the Atlantic coast, look-
ing for German submarines. After 10
months, he was assigned to Air Group
18 and found himself on the 900-foot-
long U.S.S. Intrepid, an aircraft carrier
that is now the Intrepid Sea, Air and
Space Museum located at Pier 86 on
the west side of Manhattan.

      
But in October of 1944, the In-

trepid was a launch pad for the Battle
of Leyte Gulf, arguably the largest
battle in naval history. “We took down
the two largest battleships ever built
in Japan, the Yamato and Musashi,”
Baker says. Japan used all the steel
the country produced to build and arm
the two signature battleships, distin-
guished by their size and then-record-
setting 18.1 inch guns. “Our group
was responsible for sinking the
Musashi,” Baker says.

      
Although unafraid to assert the

importance of the U.S. military victo-
ries, Baker isn’t sentimental about his
role. “I was trained to do one thing:
fly a plane with guns and bombs and
go after the targets,” he says. “They
gave you an award for what you did.
When I returned, they thought I was
a hero. I thought I’d accomplished the
things I was trained to do, and did it
successfully.”

                     
... continued on page B4

Dan Baker with a model of the Curtiss SB-2C Helldiver aircraft.    Photo A. Scheck

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.comCA Lic

929641

LeapFrog plumbing
got gas? Many people 
think plumbers deal only 
with water and sewage. 
Not true! We install and 
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

green solutions!

We Hop To It!

Mo’s sizzling
summer 
specials…

• Outdoor kitchens
• New gas lines for cooktops 

and dryers
• Fire pits & patio heaters
• Pool heaters & hot tubs
• Natural gas barbecues

*1 coupon per service, exp. 7/31/14

LeapFrog Loot
$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600*

LeapFrog Loot
$200 off

Tankless water heater 
installation*

We’re poly-pipe certified
(used by PG&E – better than iron)

LeapFrog Loot
$50 off

Any plumbing job*

Head Frog Mo Williams

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic 
is a brand new 
facility owned by
“Dr. Laurie”
Langford who has
been caring for
animals in Orinda
for 15 years.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: tvvc@theaterviewvetclinic.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

W e at ManorCare recommend that patients who are
planning a surgery visit a few post- acute rehab
centers prior to their hospitalization.  By making

these pre-surgery visits, stress and anxiety can be greatly
reduced.  Now you can focus solely on your recovery.  

We would be pleased for you to call one of our centers and
schedule a tour or to ask any questions that you may have.  For

patients who are unable to visit or would prefer “pre-op counseling” in the physician’s office at
the time of an appointment – we are happy to do that as well.  We are happy to meet with you
in either location and explain what to expect from a post-acute rehab center.  Any patient that
the physician feels would benefit from post-acute rehabilitation is appropriate for this service.
ManorCare staff will also investigate your insurance coverage on your behalf.

Our post-acute care is designed to improve your transition back to the community.  Aer
surgery, illness or injury, you want to get back to your life as quickly as possible. Our post-
hospital centers are your best way home aer a hospital stay. We offer complex medical and
rehabilitation services delivered by a team of highly skilled professionals. Our entire team
focuses on getting you home. Evidence of our post-acute rehabilitation success is shown in our
outcomes. Our clinical teams have demonstrated track records of success and a proven
commitment to clinical excellence.

You will get to decide where you rehabilitate. We encourage you visit, to ask a lot of
questions, to do your research, and to ask your physicians for their opinion. We are here to
help, so please feel free to ask any member of our team for assistance at any time.

Samira Davi, ManorCare, Nurse Liaison  925- 270-8766
Melissa Katz, ManorCare Rossmoor Parkway 925-975-5000
Imelda Martinez, ManorCare Tice Valley,  926- 906-0200

A leader in rehabilitation and skilled nursing  

Pre-Op
Counseling

For more information please visit www.manorcare.com. 
For a short video visit us on YouTube: www.youtube.com/hcrmanorcare

ManorCare Walnut Creek 
1226 Rossmoor Parkway 
Walnut Creek, CA 94595, 925.975.5000
Walnutcreek@manorcare.com

ManorCare Tice Valley 
1975 Tice Valley Blvd
Walnut Creek, CA 94595, 925.906.0200
ticevalley@manorcare.com

Samira Davi is a Nurse Liaison for
ManorCare Health Services in Walnut
Creek.  Samira has over 10 years of
experience working in health care in
Contra Costa County, which has gained
her a wide view of what is important to
the health care consumer. She will be
posting common questions and
comments in each issue of the Lamorinda
Weekly.  You are welcome to contact
Samira directly at 925.270.8766

Samira
Says

Meet the Representatives of

Sponsored byCRUISE ADVENTURES UNLIMITED
Wednesday, June 18th5:30pm - 7:30pm

1610 Locust Street, Walnut Creek
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Stop By and Enter to Win a $250 Gift Basket
Seller of Travel 2047683
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Meet Bryce Pinkham
Campo grad receives 2014 Tony
Award nomination for best actor
By Sophie Braccini

It is a big deal to get a Tony Award
nomination.  For 2001 Cam-

polindo High School grad Bryce
Pinkham, the nomination gave him a
sense of inner pride to be recognized
by his peers at the same level as many
of his role models.  The young actor’s
goal was to achieve his dream within
five years after graduating from the
Yale School of Drama – his talent
took him the rest of the way to a Tony
nod and a successful career on Broad-
way.  

      
Burton Valley Elementary School

first grade teacher Kai Welch gave the
initial push that eventually led to
Pinkham’s career.  "It was during a
parent-teacher conference," remem-
bers Pinkham. "She recommended
that I get an outlet outside of the class-
room for my creative and sometimes
a little reckless behavior and my par-
ents registered me in a theater class."
At the time it was the Moraga Play-
house; then Pinkham continued the-
ater through his school years, but
never intensely.  "I never took it too
seriously and I think it was a good
thing," says Pinkham. "I feel very
blessed to have had a very happy and
balanced upbringing with a lot of
sports and a supportive family that let
me do what I wanted to as long as I
kept the good grades."

      
After graduating from Cam-

polindo, Pinkham attended Boston
College where he spent two years
studying a solid liberal arts curricu-
lum.  "Then I decided to give [theater]
a serious try and I majored in both
theater and communication," he adds.
After graduating, he auditioned for
different master’s programs and fell
in love with the Yale School of
Drama.  "I gave five years of my life
to seriously studying acting," states
Pinkham. "I then decided to invest an-
other five years to try to make it in
that profession, after which I would
reevaluate where I was profession-
ally.”  Pinkham says he's always
known that with his solid education
he could adapt to another line of
work; but talent and hard work
moved him quickly to the center
stage.

      
The dark haired, blue eyed actor

made his Broadway debut in 2010 in
“Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson” as
Black Fox, before landing the role of
Carl Bruner in the 2012 Broadway
version of “Ghost.” Since last year he
has co-starred in “A Gentleman's
Guide to Love and Murder,” portray-
ing Monty Navarro, who finds out
that he is ninth in line to inherit a
dukedom and decides to eliminate the
other eight heirs standing in his way.
The show received the most Tony
nominations this year, with 10, in-
cluding best performance by an actor
in a leading role in a musical
(Pinkham) as well as for Tony Award
winner Jefferson Mays (2004, “I Am
My Own Wife”), who plays several
roles in “A Gentleman’s Guide.”

      
Pinkham’s father, David, has

been the stage director for musicals at
Campolindo for 12 years and has seen
“A Gentleman’s Guide” five times,
one of them from behind the scenes.
He confirms that when growing up
his son was not a “theater kid,” trying

to be in every show.  “What made him
special was that he was a good com-
municator, good at making people
trust him, and good at networking,”
says the proud father.    

      
Pinkham attributes his success to

different factors:  He pays tribute to
two Campolindo choir teachers,
Lindley Hall and Gene Peterson, as
well as professional connections
made through the Yale School of
Drama.  As far as “A Gentleman's
Guide” is concerned, Pinkham be-
lieves that he owes the success of his
audition to his other passion: helping
others.  

      
Pinkham is one of the three

founders of Zara Aina
(http://zaraaina.org), a non-profit that
brings acting to children living in
poverty in Madagascar. "I was just
back from our first complete class
with impoverished children in Mada-
gascar when I went to the audition,"
remembers Pinkham. "Working with
these children gave me a perspective
on what is really important and I be-
lieve it helped."  

      
The non-profit was founded by

Lucas Rooney with Pinkham and
Dana Gross.  "Lucas visited Mada-
gascar and was shocked to discover
that 90 percent of the children live
there on less than $2 a day," says
Pinkham,  "so he had this idea of
training children to become story
tellers and actors of their own folk
tales." The three partnered with local
teachers and organizations, started
teaching routines to kids over the In-
ternet and went there for a full ses-
sion a year ago.  The 14 children
trained in the program quickly
gained confidence, started speaking
clearly, and presented themselves
with pride.  Then the group per-
formed for other children while
bringing along school supplies the
American actors had collected as
part of a fundraising effort.

      
"This is now an ongoing pro-

gram and we are working at raising
funds to set a permanent location for
it in Madagascar," adds Pinkham.
For the young actor, giving back
helps him to stay real and grounded.
He also performs Greek tragedy for
service men and women, some of
them traumatized, and has witnessed
the healing power of words.  "I don't
want to take this too far; at the end
of the day, it's all storytelling,” he
says, “but performing has the power
to move people.  It is a human expe-
rience; what makes the hair on the
back of my neck stand up is when
something we do has reached across
and affected somebody.”

      
And when Pinkham needs further

grounding, he goes for a night out
with his former Campo classmates
living in New York – actors, Google
employees, lawyers – and he lets
them poke fun at him, like when they
were Lamorinda teens. 

      
As for budding Lamorinda

Broadway stars, Pinkham recom-
mends one thing: get a solid education
before setting off to live the dream.

      
The Tony Awards are scheduled

to be shown at 8 p.m. Sunday, June 8
on the CBS Television Network.
Check local listings.

Bryce Pinkham with Malagasy children. Photo provided

Project LPIE Recognizes Student
Achievement
By Amanda Kuehn

From left, Will Goldie demonstrates his computer program to Stephenie Teichman and Sam Fraser. Photo provided

The Project LPIE Recognition
and Awards Reception Pro-

gram held May 16 in the Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center
Community Hall marked the culmi-
nation of many months of work, not
only for students who participated,
but also for volunteers and adminis-
trators. Talk of doing a Lafayette Part-
ners in Education event that would
directly benefit students began last
fall. The result was Project LPIE, a
platform for students to showcase
their talents and share their projects
with the community.

      
Over 200 participants entered in

13 categories including video produc-
tion, digital art and entrepreneurship.
Awards were given for first, second,
and third place, as well as many hon-
orable mentions. “We were very ex-
cited about how many kids were
involved and how many could be rec-
ognized for their achievements,” said

Myrna Kimmelman, executive direc-
tor of LPIE. Kimmelmann was simi-
larly impressed by the number of
community members who volun-
teered to assist and to judge as experts
in the field.

      
Displays of student work covered

the hall. Photos were printed, art was
hung, digital design entries flashed on
computer screens, creative writing
was displayed in notebooks. There
were posters of students who partici-
pated in performing arts, with a live
performance from the first-place win-
ners in vocal music, instrumental
music and acting.

      
According to Caroline Whelehan,

a senior who took first place in acting
and second in vocal music, “Project
LPIE allowed students to not only
share their own talents, but also to ap-
preciate the talents of their peers. It
was a great experience and I'm very
happy that I decided to participate."

Project LPIE
First-Place
Winners:
Acting: Caroline Whelehan
Applied Design: Marko Helfrich,
Jesse Smick
Community Service: Marc Davis
Computer Programming: Tal
Ben-Ari, Michael Edlinger, Jesse
Smick 
Creative Writing: Uma Agrawal
Digital Design: Jackie Nichols
Entrepreneur: Siena Kuan
Instrumental Music: Spencer
Tejada
Journalism: Adam Blake
Photography-Digital: Amanda
Moylan
Video Production: Kate Kintner
Visual Arts (2D): Raea Gragg
Vocal Music: Andrew Cope
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SMC Commencement
Former Defense Secretary Leon Panetta
challenges Saint Mary’s grads to lead
By Cathy Dausman 

From left: Brother Mel Anderson, FSC (president of Saint Mary’s College
1969 - 1997), Brother Ronald Gallagher, FSC (president of Saint Mary’s 2005
- 2013), Provost, Vice President for Academic Affairs Bethami Dobkin, Leon
Panetta, chair, Panetta Institute for Public Policy, former Secretary of De-
fense, and Meagan Leader, chair, Saint Mary's Board of Trustees.

Laurels to, and on the Class of 2014 Saint Mary's graduates!

A new Saint Mary's grad, this one a man of the world, is all smiles after
receiving his diploma May 24. Photos Cathy Dausman

Saint Mary’s College conferred
more than 750 undergraduate

diplomas May 24 in ceremonies held
outdoors on stadium grounds with
former Defense Secretary and CIA
chief Leon Panetta as commencement
speaker.  The Monterey, Calif., native
has served in public office for over 50
years but it may be in his latest role,
as chairman of the Panetta Institute
for Public Policy that he spoke to the
heart of the students’ creed:  “Enter to
Learn, Leave to Serve.”  

      
"Saint Mary's is a remarkable ac-

ademic institution with a commitment
to educating students dedicated to im-
proving the lives of others in our so-
ciety. That educational approach is
extremely important in this day and
time," said Panetta.  College president
James Donahue called Panetta’s
“high regard for public service” in-
spiring.  

      
Panetta interspersed stories of his

work as a child for his immigrant Ital-
ian parents with his college years at
rival Santa Clara University and fi-
nally to what he called “the ups and
downs in our democracy,” which he
has seen at close range.  Beyond

learning a way to think and the impor-
tance of service to community,
Panetta said is “that will to fight for
what you believe in.”  

      
“That will to fight,” he said,

whether for a fair and just system of
immigration reform, to promote in-
come equality or to provide sound en-
ergy policies “is what all of us pay
tribute to on this Memorial Day
weekend.  

      
“We could have an America in

Renaissance ... or we could be an
America in decline. What path we
take will largely be determined by
how we govern ourselves or how we
fail to govern ourselves, and whether
we have the courage to lead,” Panetta
told his audience.  “Change won’t
happen from the top down, it will
happen from the bottom up, and
you’re it.”  

      
An additional 467 graduate and

professional degrees were conferred
May 25.  Those graduates were ad-
dressed by football coach and Saint
Mary’s alum Bob Ladouceur, who re-
minded his audience that education is
not a goal but a path. 
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Decorated Lafayette WWII Veteran Lives Life to the Fullest
... continued from page B1

     
After the seven-and-a-half

years in the Navy, Baker chose to
study law at University of Califor-
nia’s Hasting College of the Law,
when an inexplicable instinct told
him there’d be a need for attorneys
following the war. Practicing all
manner of law as a sole practitioner
in Oakland, he then formed a part-
nership with another attorney in
San Francisco. Hendler, Baker,
Green and Taylor grew to be an
eight-partner operation and after 30
years, merged with Hanson Brid-
gett, now a 150-member firm. “I
worked and had a job to do,” Baker
says, about a profession that has
awarded him honors not unlike his
Navy career.

      
Distinguished Service, Lifetime

Achievement and other awards
from international lawyers associa-
tions remain tucked away – perhaps
because when touring the grounds
around his home, which he built it
in 1973 – duplicating a model house
he visited, but rearranging some of
the rooms – there were memories of
dinner parties, too numerous to in-
dividualize. And he has a long list
of hobbies: golf, ballroom dancing
and reading voraciously.

      
And there are more achieve-

ments: like a California Public Util-
ities Commission rate program he
proposed that he says “controlled
the rates (citizens) paid for general
commodities, like food and cloth-
ing,” from 1996 to 2000. A national

grassroots campaign he instigated
generated enough momentum to
cause the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives in Washington, D.C., to
reverse a ruling he disliked: “I’ve
always been competitive,” he says,
shrugging, but leaning forward in
his chair as if prepared to engage in
debate.

      
Baker’s energy would be

alarming, if its intensity wasn’t dis-
armed by his still charismatic grin
– and the soft, honey-sweet shift in
his tone and physicality when he
talks about his family and life in
Lafayette. He says the city is filling
up with buildings and cars, which
makes him regretful as a resident,
but he speculates, is good for busi-
nesses. He calls the area’s schools
“outstanding,” and his two adult
children, Danny and Kim, are
“loved by everyone who knows
them, just like their mother was.”

      
Hopeful that politicians in

Washington will find a way to run
the country with more harmony and
less gridlock, Baker says, “You
can’t solve everything. You do what
you can within the purview of
what’s available.” Has Baker been
lucky, to have survived war, pros-
pered through economic cycles of
boom and bust, and lived within the
fold of a loving family and wonder-
ful friends?   “You bet,” he says.
“Dan Baker has led an interesting
life: I did what I wanted to do. I am
indeed, lucky.” 

The U.S.S. Intrepid crew in front of the victory board, which tracked the number of enemy aircraft and ships
destroyed. Image provided

Dan Baker’s Distinguished Flying Cross and other service crosses.

Distinguished Flying cross
Winner from Battle of Midway to
be Honored June 7
Lt. Col. Lloyd Childers (USMC-
Ret), a survivor of Japan’s
attack on Pearl Harbor Dec. 7,
1941, will join fellow
members of the U.S. Navy and
Marine Corps in
commemorating the 72nd
Anniversary of the Battle of
Midway at the Marines’
Memorial Club in San
Francisco June 7. Childers,
who is also the final surviving
member of the torpedo
bomber squadrons which
spearheaded America’s attack
against the Japanese Imperial
Navy during the tide-turning confrontation at Midway, was
awarded both the Distinguished Flying Cross and Purple Heart
for “extraordinary achievement in aerial flight.”  L. Snyder 
Lamorinda Weekly will feature a profile of Childers in its July 2 issue.  

Your Lamorinda Senior Checklist …
Find cook for better nutrition
Get driver to appointments, groceries
Get help with laundry & changing sheets
Find somebody for companionship, exercise, puzzles

CALL SENIOR HELPERS
We can assist with these activities and more.  

Call for a free assessment 925-376-8000

Care. Comfort. Compassion.
When you need it most.

Bonded and insured.
Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated. ©2011 SH Franchising, LLC
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Great Book Ideas
for Grads
By Lou Fancher

Images provided

With Saint Mary’s College
graduates recently tossing

caps into the air and Acalanes, Cam-
polindo and Miramonte high school
students prepping for commencement
next week, the number one gift we
can give a child at graduation is good
advice. What better way to insure the
future happiness of the kid who was,
just yesterday – it seems – still in dia-
pers, or wobbling down the sidewalk
on their first two-wheeler?

      
Problem is, these wee ones are

now young adults, and they’ll likely
prefer electronics or cash to hearing
wise words.  But two new books can
serve as stand-ins. (Actually, it’s three,
because one author has been clever
once before, in a 2012 book readers
may have missed.) 

      
Facebook CEO Sheryl Sandberg

conveniently released “Lean In For
Graduates” (Knopf, April), a new edi-
tion of her 2013 best-selling “decla-
ration of independence” for working
women. The original version has sold
over 1.75 million copies and spawned
over 16,000 Lean In “circles” in 72
countries. The small support groups –
over 300 are on college campuses –
emphasize building a more equal
world by working together.

      
“Start by aiming high,” Sandberg

writes in the expanded edition’s intro-
ductory “Letter to Graduates.” Sug-
gesting the world is rooting for every
graduate, she says “leaning in” con-
sists of unbridling ambition, making
and seizing opportunities, and em-
ploying leadership unbound by what
she later in the book calls “the holy
trinity of fear: the fear of being a bad
mother/wife/daughter.” Six chapters,
penned by contributing writers, and
paired with a total of 12 illustrative
personal-account stories (and given
priority here), add nuts-and-bolts sup-
port to Sandberg’s spirited pro-
nouncements.

      
Millennials entering the highly-

charged job market and high school
graduates taking a gap year or work-
ing to pay tuition will benefit from ex-
ecutive coach Mindy Levy’s “Find
Your First Job.” Levy’s tips on im-
proving your online presence, making
the right impression during interviews
and following up on everything are
concise, concrete and contemporary.
McKinsey & Company consultant
Kunal Modi’s frank words on bias in
“Man Up and Lean In” are worthy of
note. And learning from Tufts Univer-
sity graduate Nola Barackman’s story
that the Brooklyn Bridge’s construc-
tion was completed by a woman,
Emily Roebling, makes her message
– knowing one’s history – inspiring.

      
Not all of the added narratives or

chapters have the fiery aggression of
Sandberg’s manifesto. Most lack her
welcome, blunt directives (to get over
quibbling about “what should be,” or
to get on with the work of women
supporting each other) to make a lop-
sided world more equal. Before you

conclude it’s a gift only for girls, note:
it’s a book aimed at women that men
might do well to discover. If Sandberg
is spot on in her predictions, women
will increasingly influence the work-
place – gender neutrality leveling the
playing field – in the 21st century.

      
Like Sandberg’s book, Austin

Kleon’s “Steal Like an Artist” (Work-
man Publishing, 2012), has its genesis
in a keynote speech given to college
graduates. An Ohio native and New
York Times bestselling author who
now lives in Austin, Texas, Kleon
writes and creates art. His immensely
readable books speak to an audience
raised in the digital age with pithy,
timeless advice reminiscent of yester-
day, but attuned to today’s high-speed
platforms. Using words as his tools –
copying, pasting, scribbling and, most
humorously and effectively, redacting
them – Kleon’s “Steal” encourages
readers to “make friends, ignore ene-
mies,” “choose what to leave out,”
“use your hands,” and importantly,
“write the book you want to read.”
Packed with quotes and quiet gems of
advice – both Kleon’s and well-
sourced, assiduously-attributed words
from others – the message is to be un-
stoppably hungry (intellectually) and
make sure you get fed (literally and
creatively), even if the prospect ahead
causes you to gulp.

      
“Show Your Work” (Workman

Publishing, 2014), the “sequel” to
“Steal,” is all about getting discov-
ered. Counterintuitively, the idea is to
share: stealing is over, revealing is all.
Sending out daily (digital) dispatches,
“building a good (domain) name” and
not “feeding the trolls” (not listening
to aggressive Internet criticism) ad-
dress the online era’s potential and
pitfalls. “Don’t turn into human
spam” ascends into “If you want fol-
lowers, be someone worth follow-
ing.” Pipe dreams become
purposeful: “Look for something new
to learn, and when you find it, dedi-
cate yourself to learning it out in the
open.” Given singly or as a pair,
Kleon’s tiny editions are no larger
than an average adult’s hand print, but
promise wisdom for eternity.

      
Order books through Storyteller

in Lafayette or Orinda Books.  

please...

...thanks!
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Local Student Wins Grand Prize
Art contest geared toward raising motor oil recycling awareness 
Submitted by Helen Fischer

Photo and image provided

Rheem Elementary School
fifth grader, Tawny Fis-

cher, won the grand prize, an
iPad and an appearance in the
2014 Oil Busters commercial for
Cartoon Network and Nick-
elodeon for the Mr. Funnelhead
Art Contest sponsored by the
Contra Costa Clean Water Pro-
gram.  An award ceremony was
held May 15.  Entries were
judged for messages, originality
and creativity. 

JM Students Learn ‘Ins and Outs’ of
Differing Careers

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School students recently
attended an informational session on news reporting

as part of their school's career day.  A variety of working

professionals – from veterinarian to FBI agent, horse
trainer to pilot (and a Lamorinda Weekly reporter) – spoke
to students about their specific careers.  C. Dausman

Photo Cathy Dausman

Band Including Lamorinda
Residents Competes in
“Oakland’s Got Talent”
Submitted by Jennifer Duff

From left, Brave Ulysses band members Tjaard Van Loben Sels (Orinda),
Chris Tuck (Martinez), Harrison Flynn (Martinez), Noah Baldwin (Moraga),
Jared Cvetich (Walnut Creek) and Tyler Bach (Martinez). Photo provided

Noah Baldwin, a Moraga resi-
dent and junior at Oakland

School for The Arts is the lead vocal-
ist and rhythm guitarist for Brave
Ulysses – one of 12 contestants com-
peting in Oakland’s Got Talent June 4
at the Fox Theater in Oakland. Tjaard
Van Loben Sels, an Orinda resident
who attends Orinda Intermediate
School is the cello player for the band.
Brave Ulysses has been a band for
three years and also includes Harrison
Flynn on lead guitar, Chris Tuck on
bass, Tyler Bach on guitar and Jared
Cvetich on drums. They will perform
one of their original songs, "Sympa-
thy," for the show. Brave Ulysses
takes its name from the song by
Cream, "Tales of Brave Ulysses" and
is influenced by classic rock groups
like Led Zeppelin, Cream and Rush
while also drawing inspiration from

‘90s rock bands like Nirvana and
Foo Fighters. They formed in Jan-
uary of 2011 and over the years
have grown both as musicians and
as people, they say, having played
at festivals like The King of The
County BBQ in Martinez, Fridays
on The Main in downtown Mar-
tinez, and the Alameda County
Fair, as well as at venues like Red
House in Walnut Creek, The Vitus
in Oakland, DNA Lounge in San
Francisco, and the world famous
Whisky a Go Go in LA. To learn
more about Brave Ulysses, visit
facebook.com/BraveUlysses13.
Oakland's Got Talent is a fundraiser
for Oakland School for the Arts as
well as 51Oakland, a non-profit
bringing music to schools in Oakland.
To learn more about the event, visit
oaklandsgottalent.org.

Lafayette Elementary School Cool Cats
‘Chill’ After Poetry Slam
Submitted by Rosylyn Aragones Stenzel

Photo Rosylyn Aragones Stenzel

After an afternoon of reading poetry in the Beat-
nik Poetry slam, these cool cats from Mrs.

Corcoran’s fourth grade class at Lafayette Elemen-

tary School gave their best Beatnik poses for the
camera. Next stop, City Lights Books. 

JM Debate Team Competes
in National Championships
Submitted by Troy McAlpin

From left, Don Read, Sharon Yuan, Audrey Moore and Cassidy McAlpin.
Photo provided

After placing second in the East
Bay Debate League, Joaquin

Moraga Intermediate School debate
students Cassidy McAlpin (eighth
grade), Audrey Moore (eighth grade)
and Sharon Yuan (seventh grade),
qualified to attend the Middle School
Public Debate Program’s National
Championship held on Saturday,
April 26 at Claremont McKenna Col-
lege in Claremont, Calif.  The teams
participated in a series of five debates
covering current topics such as ban-
ning tipping in the service industry,
whether or not the war on poverty is
a success or failure, whether “stand
your ground” laws are more helpful

or hurtful, the value of massive open
online education courses and whether
or not universities should divest from
their fossil fuel company holdings.
In a typical debate teams are pre-
pared to argue for or against the top-
ics and have only 20 minutes to
prepare prior to the actual debate.
The team is judged on timing, prepa-
ration, accuracy, presentation, qual-
ity and persuasiveness of their
respective arguments.  Accompanied
by their debate teacher and coach,
Don Read, the team won three of
their five debates which placed them
32nd out of the top 88 teams in the
nation.  

Get Ahead This Summer
We Make Summer Learning Fun & Effective!

Walnut Creek & Lamordina

925-478-4469
Castro Valley & Berkeley

510-244-3637

• Increase Your SAT Score by 200 Points With Our Customized Lesson Plans!

• Summer Reading & Writing Program: Improve Reading Proficiency; Learn 

How To Write Effective Narratives, Poems, Essays & Even Research Papers!

• Academic Tutoring: Catch Up From Last Year & Get A Jump Start On Next 

School Year!

www.clubztutoring.com
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Lamorinda Idol 2014 Finalists Announced
Submitted by Esther Becker

Lamorinda Idol finalist Eleanor Rhoeder sang at the March 26 Orinda State
of the City Address. Photo Andy Scheck

Lamorinda Idol 2014 auditions
were held May 15-17 with over

200 young people from Orinda, Mor-
aga and Lafayette auditioning before
a panel of three judges, who selected
the finalists.    Commenting on the au-

ditions, Lamorinda Idol chairman
Steve Harwood said, “I think those of
us present knew we were witnessing
something very special as each of the
auditioners was well prepared, put
themselves on the line and gave it

their all.  We have a very talented
group of finalists, but each of the au-
ditioners was special.” Thirty-four
soloists and 11 groups will compete
at the finals on Sunday, Sept. 7 at the
Orinda Theatre. The community will
also be treated to several perform-
ances throughout the summer in
Orinda and Lafayette from finalists
and runners up.  Further details are
available at:
http://www.orindaartscouncil.org.

Lamorinda Idol 2014
Finalists and Runners-Up

k-2 Soloists
Finalists

Callie Barber 
Katie Barmmer
Janie Hollerbach
Claire O’Conner
Natalie Schroeder

Runners-Up

Audrey Peatross
Katie Welch

3-5 Soloists
Finalists

Nejla Ackdoe-Pagey
Grace Barmmer
Amelia Chen
Bella Deanhardt
Jenna Foster
Ava Jacuzzi
Lleyton Allen
Bridgett Mills
Grace Sjoberg
Aya Sullivan

Runners-Up

Cece Cohen
Gianna Capozzi

6-8 Soloists
Finalists

Elizabeth Becker
Joel Braunstein
Isabella Capozzi
Jenni Coletta
Kiera Glenn

Avery Hansen
Jennifer McFarlane
Lauren Ramlan
Michaela Sasner
Lindsey Wallace

Runners-Up

Grace Mesenbring
Niamh Akazawa

9-12 Soloists
Finalists

Grace Baer
Sarah Cain
Forest Castillo
Lucy Clearwater
Jesse Epstein
Isabelle Kimura
Jocelyn Purcell
Eleanor Roeder
Leah Woodcox

Runners-Up

Hannah Witbeck
Melissa Elliott

k-5 Groups
Finalists

Rainbow Harmony
Amelia Chen
Kaitlyn Roach

The Complete 
Opposites

Marlene Monteilh
Fiona Young

Lilesa
Malesa Hasler
Lily Jensen

Runners-Up

Lucky Charms
Lucy Foss
Kaylin Ishizu

Abby & Isabela
Abby Evans
Isabela Pursiano

6-8 Groups
Finalists

ABC
Lleyton Allen
Elizabeth Becker
Jenni Coletta

Team Voce
Gianna Capozzi
Isabella Capozzi

The Duettes
Grace Mesenbring
Mia Polichio

The Tri Tones
Arriana Glenn
Kiera Glenn
Olivia Montiel

Runners-Up

Rising Starz
Leah Douglas
Hannah Hoffman
Nicole Prozan

Pia and Rachel
Pia Dovichi
Rachel Go

A Musical Exchange
Submitted by Barbara Bisel

Musical excitement abounded
recently, as the University of

Michigan Men's Glee Club passed
through Moraga in the middle of their
West Coast tour. The singers ex-
changed performances May 20 in
Campolindo’s Performing Arts Cen-
ter, first with performances by the
Campo Concert and Chamber choirs,
then with the Men's Glee Club, to the
delight of the students.  The Club is
the second oldest collegiate choir in
the country, and brought 53 of their
usual 100-plus voices on the road.
Moraga choir parents gave them a
warm welcome by hosting a barbecue
at the home of Laura and Eppy Giles
May 19. Barbara Bisel, whose son
Rob sings in the club, organized the

event as well as home stays for the
boys. Parents, friends, and neighbors
were thrilled by an impromptu,
breathtaking performance on the
Giles' front lawn at the conclusion of
the barbecue.  

      
Highlights of their tour included

a performance at MusicFest Canada
(a national musical festival in Van-
couver where they are the featured
guest vocal ensemble for the festival);
their Brothers in Song LA concert at
Pasadena Presbyterian Church (where
they will collaborate with several
schools from the LA area); and their
final performance with alumni in San
Francisco (where they revisited Carl
Orff’s In Taberna section of his
Carmina Burana).

Men’s Glee Club members perform outside Laura and Eppy Giles’ Moraga
home. Photo provided

Floral Arts Florist

3584 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
(925) 284-5765   www.floralartsflorist.com

Contact us for a
complimentary

Wedding
Consultation

"THE KNOT"

Flowers for all occasions

COMPLETELY CORDLESS. 
Make your home safer for children  
and pets with the innovative beauty  
of Silhouette® shadings with the  
Signature S-Vane™. To learn more  
about Silhouette with the LiteRise®  
lifting system, call or stop by today.

 Safety 
    is always in Style

© 2013 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.
43473

Plum Designs & Blinds

Walnut Creek CA
Call for appointment.  

925-935-2161
www.plumdb.com

Only a few days left to take
advantage of special

manufacturer rebates! 

Call Us Now.

925-935-2161
www.plumdesignsandblinds.com



The First Annual Campolindo
Volunteer Service Awards

were held on May 27 in the Per-
forming Arts Center at Campolindo
High School. This year a total of 127
students received awards for volun-
teer service to dozens of organiza-
tions, including Special Olympics,
John Muir Hospital, Lawrence Hall
of Science, Shelter Inc., and Foster
A Dream, in addition to many more.
Mission trips to the East Coast to re-
build after Hurricane Sandy and to
Mexico to build homes were other
paths to service that students pur-
sued in earning their awards.

     
To receive recognition, each

student volunteered between 25 to
250 hours over a 12-month time pe-
riod. Collectively, Campolindo stu-
dents earning awards this year
served a grand total of over 13,000
hours. Students who served be-

tween 50 and 250 hours received
national recognition and were hon-
ored with either Bronze, Silver, or
Gold President’s Volunteer Service
Awards, which are given by the
federal government to thank and

honor Americans who by their
demonstrated commitment and ex-
ample inspire others to engage in
volunteer service. At the awards
ceremony, Campolindo Associate
Principal Sharon Bartlett quoted

Gandhi in reflecting upon the value
of the students’ service: “The best
way to find yourself is to lose your-
self in the service of others.” She
also thanked Campolindo parent
Patti Ringlee for establishing this

awards recognition program at
Campolindo. Next year, Cam-
polindo students will again be able
to apply for these awards to receive
recognition for their hours of vol-
unteer service.
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After relocating to Moraga from Salt Lake City,
Utah in 2010, Sarada attended Campolindo

High School, participating in basketball, volleyball,
Future Business Leaders of America, Model UN, La-
Puma, and Academic Decathlon; where she was
awarded nine out of ten medals at County in 2013,
and seven out of 10 medals at County in 2014, as
well as a gold and silver medal at state, and four gold,
two silver and one bronze medal at Nationals, miss-
ing only one medal in one category.  She worked part
time as a Lifeguard at Moraga Ranch Swim Club for
the past three swim seasons. She played club volley-
ball all four years for Diablo Valley and Pacific Rim
serving as team captain.  She was a school reporter
for two years and, senior year Editor-In-Chief of La-
Puma, Campolindo’s school paper, wrote articles for
Lamorinda Weekly and was an AP Scholar.  She will
be heading to Northeastern University in Boston
where she will be enrolled in their Honors Program
and the College of Engineering.  In celebration she
is headed to a well deserved vacation in Paris and
Italy this summer. 

Sarada Symonds Graduates from
Campolindo High School

Celebrations 

Sarada Symonds Photo provided

Lafayette resident Jenna Pettegrew, 22,
graduated from Santa Clara Univer-

sity, magna cum laude, with a Bachelor of
Science in psychology and a minor in soci-
ology. Jenna, an active member of the Alpha
Phi Sorority, was also initiated into the Phi
Beta Kappa honor society. Jenna will con-
tinue her graduate studies in Counseling at
USF in the fall. 

Pettegrew Graduates Magna Cum
Laude

Jenna Pettegrew Photo provided

Gordon Nathan and Gail
(Goldstein) Nathan will

celebrate their 50th wedding
anniversary on June 7. They
met at Lincoln High School in
San Francisco, began dating
their junior year and married in
June 1964. The Nathans
moved to Moraga in 1969,
where they raised their three
daughters.  Gordon retired in
1995 after 30 years with the
American Automobile Associ-
ation (AAA). Gail continues to
work at Krumrei & Ross,
where she began in 1984. The
couple love to travel, dance,
hike and spend time with their
six grandchildren.  Their
daughters, Andrea Lowery and
Michelle Williams, both of
Portland, Ore., and Shari
LaBuwi of Scottsdale, Ariz.,
will host a party for them later
in the month.

Gordon and Gail Nathan Celebrate
50 Years Together

SMC Athletes Featured at Moraga
Rotary’s 23rd Annual Field Day
Submitted by Gary Irwin

Saint Mary’s basketball players Jordan Giusti and Beau Levesque run the new basketball free-
throw event at Rotary Field Day with Los Perales Elementary School competitors. Photos provided

Fifth grade Basketball Shoot medalists at Rotary Field Day, from left:  Samantha Johnson (CP,
silver), Julia Ortega (LP, gold), and Quincy Morgridge (Rheem, bronze).

Coach Randy Bennett, assistant coaches,
and several members of the Saint Mary’s

College men’s basketball team helped conduct
Moraga Rotary’s 23rd Annual Field Day, a track
and field meet held at Joaquin Moraga Interme-
diate School for third, fourth, and fifth grade
Moraga students in the local schools. There
were 312 athletes this year, a few more than the
302 athletes last year, competing in events such
as sprints, relays, sack races, long jumps, and
baseball and football throws.  

      
This year, fifth graders competed in a bas-

ketball throw event which was judged by the
SMC men, who also judged the other events.
Several of the children had fun trying to take the
ball from Steven Holt as he was dribbling in a
game of keep-away. Gold, silver, and bronze
medals were awarded to the top three contest-
ants in each event, and all athletes earned a blue
participant ribbon.

      
Again this year, Donald Rheem Elementary

School won plaques for High Point School, and
the High Point Boys and Girls. Two girls tied
for High Point:  third-grader Charlotte Arnswald
and fourth-grader Mia Columbini.  Three boys

tied for High Point: third-grader Robbie
Mascheroni, fourth-grader Jalen Esteen, and
fifth-grader Bradford Martin.  

      
These students and their parents along with

the High Point Teacher, Mrs. Bornfleth, and
principal, Elaine Frank, both of Rheem School,
have been invited to a Moraga Rotary meeting
where they will be presented with the plaques
honoring their achievements.

      
Tony Schoemehl, the Rotary Field Day

chairman, said the work done by the Saint
Mary’s athletes was quite an inspiration to the
competitors.  He really appreciated the work
done by the teachers and principals of the
schools to promote and encourage participation
by the kids, and how some of the parents were
helping run the events.  

      
The Moraga Rotary Field Day is a commu-

nity service project originated by Moraga Ro-
tarian past president Al Simonsen, who chaired
the event for its first 21 years. Moraga Rotary is
a local service club within Rotary International
that meets at noon most Tuesdays at Saint
Mary’s College.  For information, please call
Frank May at (925) 376-8195.

Campolindo Honors Students for Volunteer Service
Submitted by Ann Ryles

Campolindo High School Volunteer Service Award recipients. Photo Yvonne Dunning

Community Service
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Caie Kelley wins Lions California
Student Speaker Contest Semi-
Final Round 
Submitted by Fred George

Miramonte High School senior Caie Kel-
ley won another $6,500 in scholarship

money May 25 at the Elks Club in Santa Clara,
speaking on the topic "Community Service -
What Does It Mean, and Why Does It Matter?"
Kelley has now won five rounds and $11,000
in scholarship money, and advances to the finals

to be held June 7 in Pasadena, Calif.  If she wins
the finals, she will receive another $10,000 in
scholarships.  Pictured are Rich Laufenberg of
the Moraga Lions Club, Vince Lipinski, district
governor of the Lions Clubs, and champion,
Kelley, who will be attending Harvard Univer-
sity in the fall.  

Photo provided

Books Galore Go to Good Cause
Submitted by Melanie McCauley and Sue Milby

Camino Pablo Elementary School in Mor-
aga held its annual Reading Round Up

(Read-A-Thon and Book Drive) and student in-
volvement was at an all-time high, with some
grade levels reaching 100 percent participation.
The CP community collected gently used book
donations to benefit Reading Partners
(www.readingpartners.org), a local, non-profit
literacy program in the East Bay.  The over
1,000 books donated will be used to help chil-

dren enrolled in a one-on-one tutoring program
build their home libraries. Principal Tom Rust
explains, “Life skills are the foundation on
which we build a community of learners at
Camino Pablo School.  The Read-A-Thon and
Book Drive gave students an opportunity to
raise money for their own school and think
about others in the larger community, empha-
sizing the life skills of caring, cooperation, effort
and respect.” 

Camino Pablo Elementary Students smile with some of the donated books from the
successful book drive. Photo provided

MORAGA VALLEY SWIM & TENNIS CLUB

 

 

the Fun!
Come Join 

Memberships Now Available

 

Come try out the  
– NEW Clay Courts –
Tennis Open House

June 7th 1:00-3:00 pm 

NEW!
Clay Tennis Courts

Orinda Moraga Girl Scouts
Honor Award Recipients
Submitted by Thama Brentano

The Orinda Moraga Girl Scout Service
Unit on Sunday, May 18, honored 21

Bronze Award recipients, 11 Silver Award re-
cipients, three Gold Award recipients and 14
graduating Ambassador Scouts. Jan Cushman,
a member of the Gold Award committee of Girl
Scouts of Northern California and Council-
woman Amy Worth from the City of Orinda
were on hand to help recognize the Scouts’ ac-
complishments.

      
The Bronze Award is the third highest award

a Girl Scout can earn. The Junior Scouts
awarded for their three projects included: Emma
Bennett, Sadie Habas, Haley Hartman,  Zoe Hei-
dersbach,  Olivia Hillhouse, Kira Jamgotchian,
Jessica Long, Quincy Morgridge, Katie Price,
Jennie Sheehan,  Erin Thomas, Sofia Vattuone,
Sarah Warner (Troop 30288) for the Moraga
Easter Egg Hunt; Maddy Crain, Emma Dillard,
Sarah Millard, AJ Russell,  and Marit Ullrich
(Troop 30318) for the Sister to Sister Troop
Mentoring Kit; and Annabeth Chow, Aislinn
Welch, and Alexandra Yokomizo (Troop 30638)
for the Moraga Royale Visitors Program.

      
The Silver Award is the second highest

award that can be earned in Girl Scouting. This
project takes a minimum of 50 hours per scout
towards the design, planning, and execution of
the project. From Troop 30072, Kiera Crandall
and Maria Wong worked together on their proj-
ect titled Transitional Kindergarten Book Ex-
change; Kyra Merryman's project was called
Mira Vista Mural;  Josie Rosso's project was
Shelter Inc. Kitchen Upgrade. Kim Baxter, from
Troop 30114, held a Teen Game Night at the

Moraga Library. From Troop 31035, Cameron
Cort and Payton Ellis did a Kindergarten Sup-
plies and Homework Readiness Kits project,
while Erika Riepe worked on Safety Tips for
School Children. From Troop 33120, Claire
McCullough and Sasha Gordon's project was ti-
tled, Wagner Ranch Nature Area Improvements,
and Erica Stephan's project was Renewed Gar-
den for Lavonia Allen Head Start in Bay Point.

      
The Gold Award, the equivalent of the Boy

Scout Eagle Award, was presented to three
scouts this year: Katherine Coates, of Troop
30273, a junior at Campolindo High School
who ran a summer reading camp and donated
books to the Lyle Morris Family Center with
Shelters Inc.; Jane Fessenden of Troop 30040,
a senior at Miramonte High School who ran a
summer arts camp at a Head Start pre-school in
Concord with the goal of inspiring the children
to continue with art and to aspire to great suc-
cess; and Emma Patton, also a senior at Mira-
monte, who planned and implemented summer
music lessons at a local Head Start preschool
that culminated in a musical performance for the
parents. 

      
Additionally the service unit honored the

following 16 Ambassador scouts for their years
of dedication and service as Girl Scouts who
will be graduating this June: Campolindo stu-
dents Elysa Campo, Jacqueline Redinger,  Bai-
ley Thomsen, Linden Brentano, Megan Adachi,
and Katherine Friedman; and Miramonte stu-
dents Elizabeth Chenok, Colleen McCullough,
Ariel Ramirez, Anna Finnell,  Michelle Juliana
Prezkop, and Julia Young.

Graduating Ambassador Girl Scouts are all smiles. Photo provided

Lamorinda Chapter of  NCL
Demonstrates Commitment to
Community
Submitted by Kathi Torres

Mothers and daughters of the Lamorinda Chapter of National Charity League  distribute
donated backpacks to children at the Monument Crisis Center. Photo provided

John F. Kennedy once said, “One person can
make a difference, and everyone should

try.” The 268 mothers and daughters in the
Lamorinda Chapter of National Charity League
exemplify those words through their ongoing
commitment to volunteerism. The chapter re-
cently concluded their operating year with an
enjoyable afternoon get-together at the Saint
Mary’s Soda Activities Center, recognizing out-
standing contributions by both individual mem-
bers and the chapter as a whole.

      
The Lamorinda Chapter of NCL recorded

a remarkable 7,187 philanthropy hours for the
year, averaging almost 600 hours a month of
volunteer service performed throughout the
community. Philanthropies include Monument
Crisis Center, Blue Star Moms, Child Abuse
Prevention Council, Contra Costa & Solano
Food Bank, J.F. Kapnek Trust/Pediatric AIDS
Fund, Loaves and Fishes, American Cancer So-
ciety, Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, Special
Olympics, American Heart Association, Las

Trampas, Juvenile Diabetes Research Founda-
tion, Save Mt. Diablo, Friends of the Library,
and many more. 

      
Several young women went beyond expec-

tations and were duly recognized for their ex-
traordinary efforts. Grace Baer, a freshman at
Acalanes High School, earned NCL’s national
“Merci” Award for completing 131 philan-
thropy hours in addition to chapter require-
ments. Kai Otsmaa, a freshman at Miramonte,
qualified for the national Yellow Rose Award
for completing 80 philanthropy hours in addi-
tion to chapter requirements.

      
National Charity League’s motto is

“Mothers and Daughters Serving Communi-
ties Together.” Its mission is to foster the
mother-daughter relationship through commu-
nity service, leadership development and cul-
tural enrichment. The Recognition event was
a powerful illustration of how putting goals
into action serves the betterment of all in-
volved. 

We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities.   Submissions can be sent to  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the

subject header In Service to the Community.
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Music Lessons

Insurance

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

reach 60,000+ 
with your ad

$8 per 1/2”  classified ad height  Email to:
classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.

M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
• ONSITE REPAIRS • VIRUS REMOVAL
• WINDOWS TUTORING 
• HARDWARE UPGRADES
• NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
• REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 • 510-938-1881

Rusty Nails Handy Man Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 825-6997

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling • Home Repair
Big & Small Jobs • Bonded & Insured

Lic # 898775 925-825-5201

Painting Contractor

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters

Cliff 510-697-1125

Tile Setting

Rototilling

Ken’s Rototilling
• 4 W/D Tractors
• Hillside Weed Cutting

• Mowing • Discing • Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Fencing

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining

walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

Computer Help

• Troubleshoot 
any PC problem.

• Help in plain English, 
not tech talk. 

• Virus and spyware removal, 
system clean-up.

• Master e-mail, web searches, 
filing, attachments.

• Program iPod, cell phone, 
Blackberry, camera, GPS.

• Personal training in your home.
Call Alison 925-377-7711

Speech-Language Pathologist 

Can’t Speak? Late Talker?
*SPEECH-LANGUAGE DELAYS*
*APRAXIA*
*STUTTERING*
*AUTISM*Monique Eurich, MS-CCC/SLP
Pediatric Speech Language Pathologist

925-255-4383
www.IndependentSpeechPathologyNetwork.com

Call No
w!

Lafayette Painting-all work
supervised by owner/contractor. No substitute

for EXPERIENCE-over 25 years in Lamorinda.  
Full insured, Lic # 342005. call 283-8621

Jazz Band

Gen in Jazz Summer Jazz Band
at Stanley w LPIE Artist in

Residence Tommy Davidson
Serious instruction.  Sixth grade
to High School.  All instruments.

TTh 10-11:30am 6/17 –7/15
tbonetommy1@sbcglobal.net

HANDYMAN
All types of repairs done. Woodworking, 

Electical, Audio, Leak repair, Drywall, Paint-
ing and more. Clean neat & on time!

No job too small, Senior Discount.
% (925) 708-6053

www.mikeslamorindahandymanservice.com

ADOLESCENTS
ADULTS · FAMILIES

Brian Clark, Psy.D.
licensed clinical psychologist 
PSY 25198

954 Risa Road · Lafayette
(925) 385-8050
www.brianclarkpsyd.com

specializing in:
Achievement Pressure

AD/HD
Parenting Support

Anxiety
School Stress

Depression

lamornindaweekly_final.pdf   1   11/17/12   8:07 AM

Landscape Maintenance

Lawn fertilizing program,
sprinkler system monitoring,

thoughtful pruning & weeding.
Call Jim at Northgate Gardening,

925-324-4505

Doing a math problem on your
smart phone is not a particu-

larly easy task. If it is a complex math
problem, with symbols and expres-
sions that aren’t found on your key-
pad, it may be impossible.  But what
if you could just draw the math prob-
lem on your smartphone screen using
your fingertip? What if there was an
app that could convert your drawings
of math numbers, expressions and
symbols into digital text and give you
the result right on your screen? Well,
you can do all of this if you download
an amazing app called MyScript Cal-
culator. Although this app is truly easy
and simple to use, it is hard to believe
it when you see it in action.  If you can
draw your equation freehand, using
your fingertip or a stylus pen, this app
can solve it.  It should be noted that
this app is not just a simple addition,
subtraction, and division toy.  On the
contrary, MyScript recognizes com-
plex math symbols including absolute
value, exponents, factorials, pi, loga-
rithms and even trigonometry func-

tions.  It actually recognizes written
math terms such as “tan” or “sin” or
even “log.” An added feature of
MyScript Calculator is that it allows
the user to clear the whole equation at
once or rub out those parts of the equa-
tion that need to be changed.

      
This app is a natural for math stu-

dents, business people, or anybody
who wants a quick and easy way to
solve a math problem. 

      
Alex Pawlakos, an economics

major at UC Berkeley, enjoys biking,
weightlifting, and tutoring in his spare
time. He is a volunteer with Be the
Star You Are!® charity and a reporter
on Express Yourself!(tm) Teen Radio. 

THE APP RAP
By Alex  Pawlakos

App: MyScript calculator by 
Vision objects Inc.

For: iPhones and 
Android phones

Price: Free

Staying Connected While Traveling
Abroad
By Caiseen Kelley

Teen Scene is YOUR voice. If you have something to say or have writing skills and want to be part of our Teen
Scene team, email our Teen Coach, Cynthia Brian, Cynthia@CynthiaBrian.com.

The opinions expressed in Teen Scene are those of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.

When my mom came to Amer-
ica for her graduate degree,

she lacked the resources and funds
to talk to her family often. She often
laments about her experiences with
the long distance and how hard it
was for her to communicate with her
loved ones back in her homeland.
Luckily for students going abroad
today, the story is a lot different. 

      
There is a plethora of apps and

websites that help people stay con-
nected with home. Skype is a popu-
lar software application that allows
you to get free face-to-face time with
people anywhere in the world. In ad-
dition, Skype has paid options for in-
ternational calling, which are often a
lot cheaper than telephone services.
Another alternative is Google Hang-
out. Google Hangout allows video
chat in a group setting. You can in-
vite all members of your family to
"hang out" on a Google page where
you can all see one another. 

      
A common problem with travel-

ing abroad is feeling disconnected

with your friends or family. Often it
is the little moments that make us
feel lonely, wishing that we could
share our adventures. Now using
apps like Snapchat you can docu-
ment these special times. If you use
Apple TV or Chromecast you can
even share the shows you are watch-
ing with your loved ones, thus cre-
ating a "movie date" type setting.
When you have a certain someone
in your life that has been left behind,
the apps Couple or Avocado may be
perfect. Couple and Avocado allow
you to send sketches, messages, pic-
tures, stickers, and thumbprints to
someone else in a password pro-
tected arena. For the more forgetful
individual, the app Romantimatic is
your ticket to being responsible. It
allows you to send yourself re-
minders to text your friends and re-
lations to keep connected.

      
Thankfully for our generation,

this new technology helps us enjoy
a more relaxing summer of traveling
or studying abroad without losing

contact with family and friends.
With these applications, travelers
can focus more on the culture while
being immersed in exciting foreign
experiences without feeling home-
sick, because “home” is just a click
or chat away.  

      
An Orinda 10th grader, Caiseen

Kelley is the Be the Star You Are!®
radio coordinator and Techie Talk
reporter for Express Yourself! as
well as a competitive swimmer,
coach, and piano player. 

Share Your celebrations and Remembrances
If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement, such
as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or about a
special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with your text (up
to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Celebrations and
Remembrances” in the subject line.

Garage Sale

LAFAYETTE-ACALANES
NEIGHBORHOOD GARAGE SALE
Saturday JUNE 7th 8:am-2:pm
Start at Pleasant Hill and Stanley
Blvd. (right by Acalanes High School)
direction signs on location
SPONSORED BY SHARON
ADAMS MOBLEY
Windermere Diablo Realty 
(925) 708-5130
SITE MAPS at Lafayette CA Online
Garage Sale (https://www.facebook.
com/groups/313373848827042/)  

Job Offering

Senior Transportation Engineer
to develop and implement
algorithms for transportation
planning products. 
Mail resume to Citilabs Inc, 
1009 Oak Hill Road, Suite 201,
Lafayette, CA 94549.

Swim Team

Miramonte Swim Club
Register now

mscgators.com, (925) 247-8110
Swim Team (ages 4-18)

Jr Gators learn to swim (ages 4-8)

925.932.4444  Jeff McFarland

PAINT 
YOUR
PLACE 
FOR
PEANUTS!

Au Pair

CULTURAL CARE AU PAIR
Live-in affordable childcare with 
cultural exchange for $360 per week
MYEVE CAPOZZI (925)330-1850
Myeve.capozzi@lcc.culturalcare.com



This appetizer is a family fa-
vorite and one that my hus-

band's mom, Dolores Iventosch,
taught me to make. I think she made
it for many years prior to my first in-
troduction, which was back in the
late 1990s, when she prepared a few
hundred for my father-in-law's 50th

class reunion from Berkeley High
School.

     
The combination of melted

blue cheese and olives was an im-
mediate hit with me! She had
hundreds of these prepared and
frozen, in advance of the cocktail
party they hosted as part of the

weekend festivities.

      
We recently served it for my fa-

ther-in-law's 85th birthday celebra-
tion and the family enjoyed it with
such fond memories of Grandma
and her wonderful repertoire of
recipes! 

      
She used to cut rounds from

slices of white and whole wheat
bread as the base, but with all of the
wonderful local bakeries, we now
make it "crostini" style with slices
of freshly-baked baguette.

      
I hope you enjoy this special

treat as much as we have over the
years! It is also great served along-
side pasta in lieu of bread and but-
ter.
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A Perfect Combination for
Crunchy Crostini
By Susie Iventosch

Blue cheese-olive
crostini
(each recipe makes about 16 crostini)

INGREDIENTS

1/2 baguette, sliced into 1/4-inch slices
1/4 cup olive oil
1/2 teaspoon ground black pepper
1/2 cup finely chopped Manzanilla olives, stuffed with
pimientos
1/2 cup crumbled blue cheese
1-2 tablespoons yogurt-based blue cheese dressing (bottled)

DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 400 degrees.

Place baguette slices on baking sheet. Mix olive oil with black
pepper and brush on tops of baguette slices. 

Bake bread for 5-7 minutes, until slightly crunchy on edges, but
still soft in the middle. Remove from oven and set aside. 

In a bowl, mix olives, blue cheese and dressing. Spread on tops
of toasts. Bake again at 400 degrees, for approximately 10
minutes, or until cheese is bubbly and beginning to brown.

Serve hot!

Susie Iventosch is the author of Tax Bites and
Tasty Morsels, which can be found at Across
the Way in Moraga, www.amazon.com, and
www.taxbites.net. Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on our website:
ww.lamorindaweekly.com. If you would like to
share your favorite recipe with Susie please
contact her by email or call our office at (925)
377-0977.

Blue cheese-olive crostini Photo Susie Iventosch

Business Directory   
GardeningUnderpinning

J. Limon gardening
Maintenance/Clean-up
Monthly Service
Sprinkler 
System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 787-5743
License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience 
in Lamorindawww.bayareaunderpinning.org

Heating

  ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

CA LIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

510-893-1343
www.atlasheating.com

Since 1908

  ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

CA LIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

510-893-1343
www.atlasheating.com

Since 1908

  ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

CA LIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

510-893-1343
www.atlasheating.com

Since 1908

Present this coupon for

off any 
service.

*May not be
combined with
any other offer.
Expires 4/13/2014.

*

Pet sitting

Play-Time - Walks - Feeding      
Tender-Care - House-Sitting

References - 15 Years Experience
Lamorinda

Cats, Dogs, Birds, Fish

Linda Kucma

(925) 746-4649 or (925) 788-1429
mywoodypup333@hotmail.com

LOVABLE PET-SITTING

-    The Ambulance Wheels Are Turning
-    Acalanes Looks Towards NCS Title, 
     Mats Cougars fall
-    Tech Trek and Scholarship Winners 
     an Inspiration
-    10-Year-Old Del Rey Student Qualifies 
     for Chess Championships
-    Cougars Look to Fourth Straight NCS 
     Title Miramonte knocked out
-    Downtown Parking Working Toward 
     a Solution
-    Councilmember Accuses Moraga 
     Planning Commission of Insubordination
-    National Champions!
-    Best Practices to Prevent Burglaries 
     Discussed at Town Hall
-    Cal Shakes Turns 40

www.Lamorindaweekly.com
Most Frequently Viewed Stories From Our Last Issue:

If you wish to view any of the stories above go to
www.lamorindaweekly.com and click the link
below the story.

 

Fresh, Healthy Recipes ~ Weekly Menus ~ Grocery Delivery
 

Same-Day Grocery Delivery 
From Whole Foods Market ~ $15.00 

In-store pick-up ~ $5.00 

  (925) 255-5065                                    www.chopchopgo.com

Weekly 
Menus 

$5/month 
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Lamorinda residents have it good.
At a recent Commonwealth

Club event at the Lafayette Library,
more than a dozen hands shot up
when author, journalist, television and
radio correspondent David Ewing
Duncan asked how many people
would like to live to be 120 years old.

      
Duncan, a frequent national-plat-

form science writer and speaker series
participant has asked over 40,000
people the question: How long do you
want to live?

      
“You guys are really unusual,” he

said, as Good Morning America tech-
nology reporter Becky Worley, the
program’s moderator, counted the
number of people hoping to live to 80,
120, 150 or forever. Turning the ques-
tion on Duncan for his answer, Dun-
can said he didn’t want to become old
and decrepit, but might “push it out to
120.” He liked the idea of technology
that would allow him to be frozen,
then awakened every 25 years to live
a year, before going back into the
deep freeze.

      
It’s a fantastic idea, but then, how

many people imagined scientific
breakthroughs like tumor markers
that can direct doctors to the best
medication for fighting a specific can-

cer or biomechanic exoskeletons that
allow paraplegics to walk, or induced
pluripotent stem cells that can be cre-
ated from reverse-engineered blood
and grown and transplanted to treat
macular degeneration – and maybe
someday, to replace damaged heart,
brain and lung tissue? Such amaze-
ments are in Duncan’s TED Book,
“When I’m 164,” a 77-page e-book
available for $3 on multiple digital
platforms through  Amazon, the
iBookstore, Barnes & Noble app edi-
tions and the TED website.

      
TED Books are shorter than tra-

ditional books, but longer than an ar-
ticle. Duncan’s book developed from
his articles and a TEDx talk he gave
on longevity. “When I’m 164” con-
tinues in the footprints of his previous
book, “Experimental Man: What One
Man's Body Reveals about His Fu-
ture, Your Health, and Our Toxic
World.” For that book, he turned him-
self into a human guinea pig. Collect-
ing nearly 10 terabytes of data, he had
his complete genome sequenced,
whole body scanned, environmental
blood toxins evaluated and a stem cell
line reverse-engineered to create new
cells that are exact copies of his cells
just after his birth.

      
Although he learned he is sensi-

tive to Warfarin, a blood thinner, and
the knowledge could save his life,
pre-surgery, Duncan isn’t blinded by
medical technology’s dazzle. “We can
test people infinitely, but what’s key
is taking massive amounts of data and
creating test models to predict some-
thing about our future,” he said. “We
need to turn the corner and know
what the data means.”

      
Increased longevity introduces

numerous economic and ethical quag-
mires for society to wade through.

Poor people don’t want to live as long
as millionaires, Duncan has learned.
Aside from those vitally important is-
sues, Duncan said what happened in
the 20th century is remarkable. Life
expectancy, which was about 49 years
old just 100 years ago, nearly doubled,
jumping to 80. In Monaco, the aver-
age life expectancy is 92. “I guess
being rich, living on the beach and
hanging out with movie stars is the
way,” Duncan said.

      
Realistically, good hygiene and

diet account for much of the improve-
ment and Duncan said a United Na-
tion’s estimate for female life
expectancy 150 years from now is
100 years old. Even so, aging, he said,
is simply unavoidable and the natural
entropy of physics. The constant di-
vision of our cells allows us to repro-
duce and heal, but also for errors to be
made. Eventually, replication mal-
functions: cancer is the most common
result.

      
Questions from the audience cen-

tered on solutions; methods for
staving off the effects of aging. Sug-
gesting there is little scientific evi-
dence supporting the benefits from

some plant-based substances, like
ginkgo, Duncan said probiotics, flax
seed, and polyphenols in green tea
could be somewhat beneficial. Red
wine, he said, would have to be con-
sumed in quantities close to 600 bot-
tles of wine per day, to gain enough
of the healthy ingredients. And caloric
restriction may slow things down, but
comes at a price. “It means you’re
starving yourself to get a few extra
months or years, so you have to de-
cide for yourself,” he said.

      
Social engagement, keeping the

brain nimble by learning a language
or playing video games designed to
engage the brain, and walking 30
minutes each day are simple actions
Duncan said people can take without
resorting to “hi-tech, whiz-bang
stuff.” 

      
For more information about

aging, visit www.whenim164.com.
For information about TED Books,
visit https://www.ted.com/read/ted-
books.

Longevity Discussion at Lafayette Library Begs the Question:  
How Long Would You Want to Live?
By Lou Fancher

Author, Author!
Don’t miss the Distinguished Speakers Series at LLLC June 8
The Lafayette Library and Learning Center Foundation, as part of its
Distinguished Speaker Series, will feature a discussion with authors
Kelly Corrigan and Katie Hafner on the topic of mothers and daugh-
ters at 5 p.m. Sunday, June 8 – an event to raise funds in support of the
Lafayette Library and Learning Center. Corrigan is a New York Times
bestselling author whose explorations of family life and parenthood
have brought her to the forefront of the pack of new American writers.
Her first book, the memoir “The Middle Place,” recounts her father's
and her own battle with cancer. Her essays and articles have appeared
in O, The Oprah Winfrey Magazine, Good Housekeeping, and Glamour.
Her other nonfiction books are “Lift,” and her newest “Glitter and Glue”
in which she explores her relationship with her mother. 

Hafner writes about the deeply binding relationship between moth-
ers and daughters in her remarkable memoir “Mother Daughter Me.”
Dreaming of a year in Provence-like experience, with three genera-
tions under one roof, Hafner urges her mother to move to San Fran-
cisco to live with her and her teenage daughter. Filled with fairy-tale
hope that she, her 77-year-old mother and teen daughter will become
a tight-knit family, Hafner embarks on an experiment in intergenera-
tional living that brings unnerving memories of her parents' painful
divorce, of her mother's drinking, of moves across the country, and of
Hafner's own widowhood and bumpy recovery. How these three
women learn to navigate their challenging, turbulent journey makes
for a gripping read that is heartbreaking and humorous. 

Both authors will sign books after the event. The Storyteller in
Lafayette is currently stocking their books, and will have them for sale
at the event. Cost for the event is $25/per ticket.  For information, visit
www.lafayettelib.org.  Fran Miller

David Ewing Duncan   Photo provided

‘A Raisin in the Sun’ 
Cal Shakes offers first-rate production to kick off the season
By Lou Fancher

Cal Shakes strides boldly into its
40th anniversary summer sea-

son with Lorraine Hansberry’s “A
Raisin in the Sun,” a classic master-
piece in which dreams float, faith fal-
ters, and human resilience is the glue
preventing societal walls from tum-
bling.

      
The first play written by an

African American woman and pro-
duced on Broadway, Langston
Hughes’ poem, “Harlem,” lent the
landmark work its title. Playwright
Hansberry, the then 28-year-old
granddaughter of slaves, drove truth
onto the stage in 1959, telling the
story of the Youngers, a black family
in a poor Chicago neighborhood, in
which race, poverty and dreams are as
volatile as its members.

      
Lena Younger (the convincing

Margo Hall) is the family’s matriarch.
Standing at the receiving end of a
$10,000 life insurance check after the
death of her husband, her devotion
circles around her son. Walter Lee
(played with remarkable nuance by
Marcus Henderson) is a man search-
ing for his soul in all the wrong
places: women other than his wife,
the bottle, and a liquor store he
dreams of owning with his mother’s
money.

      
His wife Ruth, (Ryan Nicole Pe-

ters in a role she commands flaw-
lessly) is the family’s peacemaker.
She coaxes their son, Travis (played
by Ajani Barrow on Sunday, May 25),
from his bed in the family’s too-
crowded living room and forgives,
but doesn’t forget, her husband’s
weaknesses. Beneatha, Walter Lee’s
brainy sister (easily captured by the
capable Nemuna Ceesay) aspires to
be a doctor, while wavering between
a moneyed man her family favors and
Joseph Asagai, who fills her head
with visions of her ancestral Africa.

      
When the money finally arrives,

Lena puts a down payment on a house
in Clybourne Park, an all-white
neighborhood. Half the family is
transported, even before they move –
their minds abuzz with escape from
ghetto life as they fill packing crates.
But without the money he’d hoped to
invest in the liquor store, Walter Lee
chides against the loss. Stripped of
what he believes represents his man-
hood, the appearance of a representa-
tive of Clybourne Park’s
neighborhood association is the cata-
lyst causing Walter Lee’s internal fire
to explode. The man offers to buy the
Younger’s yet-to-be-occupied home
for an inflated price, in order to keep
what he calls “you people” from in-
vading the neighborhood. Walter

Lee’s rage – against racism, his own
shame, the partner who runs away
with the remaining money his mother
entrusts to him, his crumbling self-
confidence – threatens the entire fam-
ily’s future.

      
In the end, the presence of young

Travis and the women’s relentless
love revive Walter Lee’s silver lining.

He finds a belief in himself strong
enough to deny a white man’s intim-
idation and refuses the money’s dirty
charm.

      
“Raisin” is sentimental, especially

as viewed through the lens of 21st
century cynicism, but Hansberry’s
dream – like the tiny, forlorn plant
Lena nurtures throughout the play –
is alive with modern relevance. How
many families, of any race or ethnic-
ity, have had future hope sustained by
the strength of their community? And
how many have been ripped apart by
false illusions of prosperity or have
dissolved, due to a lack of forgive-
ness?

      
Deft in its direction and design, a

first-rate creative team takes the
play’s 1950s history and stuns con-
temporary sensibilities with subtle
and overt messages proving an era
can represent eternity – especially in
America, where skin color continues
to divide and destroy the country’s
union. Director Patricia McGregor
exceeds expectations, which are high,
after her previous turns directing
“Spunk” (2012) and last season’s “A
Winter’s Tale.” With a bravura cast,
McGregor knows when to rein in the
firepower – and when to unleash it,
wildly unbridled. Avoiding the

clichéd, “angry black man” portrayal
that Henderson has the acting chops
to pull off – by tempering his per-
formance a few degrees shy of out-
rage – is a sophisticated rendering.
And Peters manages to sidestep ap-
pearing the victim: credit goes to both
actor and director for the agile mas-
tery of a critical role.

      
So too, is Dede Ayite’s splendid

set, a balanced world, where worn T-
shirts evoke whispered imaginings
and water-stained wallpaper peels
back illusions like a finely-dressed
woman, shedding tears.

      
With every element leaning for-

ward, creating light and exposing uni-
versalities, it is small wonder this
marvelous show casts long shadows.
Departing the Bruns Amphitheater,
it’s possible to be filled with the joy
of finely curated theater – and dis-
mayed, that yesterday’s battles to de-
feat racism and poverty are not yet
won.

      
“A Raisin in the Sun,” presented

by California Shakespeare Theater,
runs through June 15 at the Bruns
Amphitheater, 100 California Shake-
speare Theater Way (off Highway 24),
Orinda. For information, call (510)
548-9666 or visit www.calshakes.org.

Ryan Nicole Peters as Ruth and Marcus Henderson as Walter in California Shakespeare Theater’s production of "A
Raisin in the Sun," directed by Patricia McGregor. Photos Kevin Berne

From left: Marcus Henderson as Walter and Zion Richardson as Travis.
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Spring into Summer with Fun-Filled Lamorinda Entertainment 
By Sophie Braccini

Lamorinda will ring with the
sound of music, parades,

games, parties and dances, most of
them outdoors this June and July,
taking full advantage of local parks
and the warm California sun.  

      
Feeling like rocking and rolling

to a little outdoor music?  Mark your
calendars for Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday nights beginning June 6 in
Lafayette, June 10 in Orinda and
June 19 in Moraga.  Rock the Plaza
(Lafayettechamber.org) in Lafayette
begins at 6:30 p.m. on Friday nights
June 6-27 at Plaza Park.  The lineup
includes: Azure Moon, Rockin'
Country, Funky R&B and Classic
Hits on June 6; The Floorshakers,
Funk, Soul & Rock and Roll on June
13; The Big Jangle, A Tribute to
Tom Petty and all things jangly on
June 20; and the Lamorinda Idol fi-
nalists will perform on June 27.  

      
Starting June 10, sit back and

unwind at the free Summer Con-
certs in the Park on Tuesday nights
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Orinda
Community Center Park, 28 Orinda
Way.  Sponsored by the Orinda
Community Center Auxiliary, and
supported by the Orinda Parks and
Recreation Foundation, Orinda
Community Foundation, and City of
Orinda, the lineup includes: Hey
Jude, ‘60s and ‘70s Rock on June
10; Brian Moran Jazz Trio, classic
jazz on June 17; Extended Roots on
June 24; Bay Bridge Beat, funk
rhythm and blues on July 1; and
David Correa and CASCADA on
July 8.  Concerts continue through
Aug. 12.  (Visit http://www.city-
oforinda.org for information.)

      
Organized by the Moraga Parks

Foundation, the weekly Moraga
Summer Concert Series will be
held Thursday nights at 6:30 p.m.

beginning June 19 at the Commons
Park, showcasing Mixed Nuts (rock
and roll) on June 19;  Zebop! (Latin
rock) on June 26;  Busta-Groove -
Dance Party on July 4;  Aja Vu -
Chicago and Steeley Dan tribute on
July 10; and  Mania - Beatles tribute
on July 17.  Concerts continue
through Aug. 21. (See
http://www.moragaparks.org/con-
cert.html for details.)  

      
On July 19, come out to the

Lafayette Reservoir from 5:30 to
8:30 p.m. for Operation Swing-
time.  In the spirit of remembering
our veterans, for the first time ever
Lamorinda’s local Rotary Clubs (in-
cluding Rossmoor) and Lamorinda
Presents are organizing a free USO
show to bring back a piece of history
when communities would organize,
have a parade and celebrate our vet-
erans’ return.  

      
The show at the new stage and

picnic area overlooking the lake will
feature The Big Band of Rossmoor
– a 32 member big band well known
over the past 22 years for sharing
music with the generations that is a
part of Generations In Jazz Founda-
tion, playing all things “American.”
Music will include hits from Glenn
Miller, Gershwin, and the songs that
Fred Astaire danced to. In addition,
enjoy special guest the Swingin
Blue Stars (think of the Andrew Sis-
ters singing “Don’t Sit Under the
Apple Tree”), military vehicles on
display, and veterans honored during
the program.  If you know of a vet-
eran, email Mo Levich at
gto@67goat.com  with name, rank,
branch and years served and let or-
ganizers know they are coming.  A
golf cart shuttle is available for those
who may need assistance.  Uniforms
are optional but encouraged.  Bring

a blanket, your lawn chairs and a
picnic. (Information at
http://www.rotarylafayette.org/.)

      
Looking for indoor musical enter-

tainment?  Don’t miss Diablo Bal-
let’s Annual Dance on Film series
with the showing of “Oklahoma!” –
the Academy Award winning musical
starring Shirley Jones and Gordon
MacRae – Thursday, June 5 at the
Community Hall of the Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center. The event
will include meeting Artistic Director
Lauren Jonas and dancer Edward
Stegge for a pre-screening discussion
of fun facts about the film.  At 6:30
p.m. Thursday, July 10, the film will
be the Oscar-nominated musical
"Funny Face" (1957), with songs by
George and Ira Gershwin, starring
Audrey Hepburn and Fred Astaire.
(More information at http://diablobal-
let.org/events/)

     
Then get ready for the Fourth

of July celebration! Lamorinda
Presents, the group that includes
representatives from Lafayette,
Moraga and Orinda, has been
working to ensure a fabulous sum-
mer of local entertainment, espe-
cially for Fourth of July
coordinated events.  

      
This year, Fourth of July festivi-

ties will take place in Orinda and
Moraga.  The Orinda Association
sponsored events start at 7:30 a.m.
with the Roadrunners’ Pancake
Breakfast in the Community Center
Park, followed at 8 a.m. with the
Roadrunners’ Fun Run and Haley’s
Run for a Reason, which starts in
front of the Community Center, and
at 10 a.m. the popular Orinda Fourth
of July parade will begin. (For more
information, visit http://orindaassoci-
ation.org/parade-info/.)

     
In Moraga, the Kiddie Runs

begin at 8 a.m. followed by the 5
mile run and 2 mile run/walk at
8:30 a.m. in the Moraga Shopping
Center.  The MYIC Pancake
Breakfast at the Commons Park
starts at 8 a.m., followed at 9 a.m.
with the Dog Parade and the Car
Show.  The Bike Parade is at
10:30 a.m., and day-long games,
community booths and food will
continue at the Commons until the
fireworks begin at 9:20 p.m.  (See
information at http://www.mor-
aga.ca.us/BookingRetrieve.aspx?I
D=49578.)

     
"The objective of [the Lamor-

inda Presents] committee is to sup-
port all the events and groups and
get the word out to everyone," says
Moraga Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director Kathe Nelson. 

     
See you soon!

Dancers of all ages enjoy last year’s Rock the Plaza. Photo Andy Scheck Fourth of July parade, 2013 Photo Ohlen Alexander

Summer Concert at the Moraga Commons Park Photo Ohlen Alexander

Lamorinda celebrates the Fourth of July in Orinda. Photo Ohlen Alexander

Sing, dance and celebrate Shabbat with children ages 0-5 
2nd Saturday at 9:30am and 4th Friday at 5:30pm year-round 

www.temple-isaiah.org/totshabbat 

Shop  locally
whenever 
you can.  

Only your support 
of  our  local
businesses 

will keep them 
open!



ART

“Virtuosity Goes Viral” at the
Lafayette Art Gallery where
artists have filled walls, display
cases, and pedestals with more
than 150 works of the first order,
including paintings, jewelry,
glasswork, ceramics, photo-
graphs, and more. “Second Fri-
days” will also continue through
the month of June. Come between
5:30 and 7:30 p.m. Friday, June
13 to meet the artists, have a glass
wine, and enjoy good conversa-
tion with art aficionados like
yourself. For info, call (925) 284-
2788 or visit www.lafayetteart-
gallery.com.

Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery
presents “Belonging,” an ex-
hibit featuring the work of Laura
VanDuren and Carol Aust.
Through sculpture and paintings,
the show explores identity, home
and our relation to it. “Belong-
ing” will be on exhibit June 7
through July 19, with an opening
reception held from 7 to 9 p.m.
Saturday, June 7. There will also
be an artist talk at 7 p.m. June 21.
The exhibit will be open to the
public Monday-Saturday, 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m., and by appointment, at
Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery, 3620
Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette. For
more information, contact Jennifer
Perlmutter at (925) 284-1485 or
jp@jenniferperlmuttergallery.com.

The Moraga Art Gallery an-
nounces a new show entitled
“Luminous – Nature Revealed
and Reimagined” highlighting the
often fleeting, yet immortalized,
beauty of the natural world
through floral photographs by
resident artist Lucy Beck, and
fruit and vegetable bowls and
jewelry by guest artist Margaret
Dorfman. The show opens June 4
and will run through Aug. 9.
There will be an opening recep-
tion to see the exhibit and meet
the gallery’s artists from 5 to 7
p.m. Saturday, June 7. Free.

The City of Lafayette Public
Art Committee invites the pub-
lic to attend a welcome reception
for its newest art exhibit “Adven-
tures in Wildlife and Glass” fea-
turing two local artists from
Lafayette - Dwight Yassany and
Janice Peacock. The reception
will be held at the Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center, Li-
brary Gallery, from 6 to 7 p.m.
Monday, June 9. The exhibit will
run from June 9 until Aug. 11.
The library gallery is open every
Monday evening from 7 to 9 p.m.
and during public events in the
Community Hall.

Dale Chihuly: The Venetians.
An exhibition of 72 works from
Chihuly’s Stunning Glass Vene-
tians at the Saint Mary’s College
Museum of Art runs through July
20 from the George R. Stroemple
Collection, A Stroemple/Stirek
Collaboration. Three more new
exhibitions include: Michael Col-
lopy Face to Face: Movers and
Shakers, Armistead Gallery; All
Natural: Work by Pamela Blotner
and Sam Perry, Studio Gallery;
Keith’s The Big Paintings,
William Keith Gallery. Museum
hours are Wednesday through
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Ad-
mission: Adults $5; members and
K-12 graders free (parking free).
For info, call (925) 631-4379 or
visit stmarys-ca.edu/museum. 

MUSIC

Lafayette’s Annual Jazz Café
will be held at 6 p.m. Friday,
June 6 in the Stanley Middle
School Auditorium. There is a

fabulous lineup featuring: the
Wednesday Morning Jam Ses-
sion, The Stanley Crusaders, The
Stanley Jazz Messengers, The
Campolindo Big Band and The
Acalanes Jazz Ensemble. General
admission is $10 per person, re-
served seating $15, elementary
students $5 and children under 6
are free. If that’s not enough, Los
Primos Taco Truck will be selling
scrumptious food from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. Dessert, coffee and
beverages will be available for
purchase all evening. And to top
it off, drawings will be held to
give away fabulous gift baskets! 

The ‘Rock the Plaza’ series will
take place Friday nights in June
at Lafayette’s Plaza Park at the
corner of Mt. Diablo Boulevard
and Moraga Road.  The headlin-
ers start at 6:30 p.m. and are pre-
sented free of charge. Arrive a
little early for a good spot on the
lawn.  This year’s line up: June 6
Azure Moon; June 13 The Floor-
shakers; June 20 The Big Jangle;
and June 27 Lamorinda Idol Fi-
nalists.    

Join your neighbors on Thurs-
day evenings at the Moraga
Commons Park for a relaxing free
concert in the park. Bring your
picnic blanket or lawn chairs to
the grassy hillside in front of the
band shell. Enjoy the music while
your children enjoy the park. The
volunteers of the Moraga Park
and Recreation Foundation will
even cook dinner for you with the
Snack Bar opening at 6 p.m. Con-
certs start at 6:30 p.m. and end at
8:30 p.m. June schedule: June 19
Mixed Nuts - Rock & roll;  June
26  Zebop! - Latin Rock.  

Sit back and unwind at the free
summer concerts on Tuesday
nights, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the
Orinda Community Center Park,
28 Orinda Way.  June concerts:
June 10 Hey Jude, ‘60s and ‘70s
Rock; June 17 Brian Moran Jazz
Trio, Classic Jazz; June 24 Ex-
tended Roots.  

THEATER

Diablo Ballet’s Annual Dance
on Film series will screen "Ok-
lahoma" (1955), the Academy
Award winning Rodgers and
Hammerstein musical starring
Shirley Jones and Gordon
MacRae at 6:30 p.m. Thursday,
June 5 at the Community Hall of
the Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center. Enjoy a pre-screening
fun facts discussion by Diablo
Ballet Artistic Director Lauren
Jonas. Cost: $5. At 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 10, the film will
be the Oscar-nominated musical
"Funny Face" (1957), with songs
by George and Ira Gershwin, star-
ring Audrey Hepburn and Fred
Astaire.

Wagner Ranch Elementary
School proudly presents its an-
nual spring musical, “Oliver!”
Friday and Saturday, June 6-7.
Show times are 4 p.m. and 7 p.m.
on Friday and 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.
on Saturday. Tickets can be pur-
chased at the door or online at
www.showTix4u.com: $12 re-
served, $10 general seating. 

California Shakespeare The-
ater presents “Raisins in the
Sun,” which runs through June
15. “Raisins in the Sun” is the
saga of the Younger family of
1950s Chicago, and the inheri-
tance check that threw into ques-
tion everything they knew. This
American classic about a dream
deferred was the first play written
by an African American woman
to be produced on Broadway, and

was proclaimed by the New York
Times to have, in its world pre-
miere, “changed American the-
ater forever.” For info, visit
www.calshakes.org.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

On June 6, the 70th anniver-
sary of D Day, the topic for First
Friday Forum will be "World War
One, the Versailles Treaty and
Why Germany Lost World War
II," presented by Dana Lombardy
who has appeared as an on-cam-
era expert in more than 20 histor-
ical television documentaries and
has recently published "World
War One Illustrated" for the
World War One Historical Asso-
ciation. The lecture, with power
point illustrations, will be held at
1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary of
Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian
Church with refreshments served
at 1 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, 49
Knox Drive, Lafayette. For info,
call (925) 283-8722.

LLLCF Distinguished Speaker
Series presents Kelly Corrigan
and Katie Hafner, in conversation
on the topic of mothers and
daughters at 5 p.m. Sunday, June
8 at the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center. Author Kelly
Corrigan is a New York Times
bestselling author whose explo-
rations of family life and parent-
hood have brought her to the
forefront of the pack of new
American writers. San Francisco
based author Katie Hafner writes
about the deeply binding relation-
ship between mothers and daugh-
ters in her remarkable memoir
“Mother Daughter Me.” Cost:
$25. For info, visit www.lafayet-
telib.org.

Dirty Deeds, Done Dirt Cheap
– a slide lecture by Joe Bologna
about everything you could think
to ask—and then some—about
the life and work of a metal sculp-
tor at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, June 19
at Our Savior's Lutheran Church,
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette. For
event info, contact Donna Argan-
bright, (925) 788-0549.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Come See the Campolindo Sen-
ior Memory Boards, which will
be displayed in the CPAC from
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. June 10-12
and from 7 to 8 p.m. June 10-11.
It is a special time to see the 2014
graduates share their memories
with their friends and family. Also
write a note to be put in their
mailbox at Grad Night!

OTHER

Campolindo Junior Sam Lar-
son is collecting new and gently
used toys, sports and rec equip-
ment, backpacks, athletic apparel,
outerwear, accessories, jewelry,
and shoes for underprivileged
kids preschool to age 18. These
items will be given away at a
“New to You” event held in Sep-
tember in San Pablo. Collection
starts now and continues through
August. Drop your items at 243
Paseo del Rio, Moraga, or call
(925) 284-8142 for pickup. Email
californiasam22@gmail.com for
info. 

Come thank Toni McShane, re-
tiring vice principal of Stanley
Middle School, for her 41 years
of service in education from 4:30
to 7 p.m. on June 5 in the Outdoor
Courtyard of the Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center. Re-
ception and refreshments.

           ... continued on next page
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Not to be missed Not to be missedLamorinda’s
Religious Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette, 

284-4765, office@thelumc.org
Worship Sunday  10 am
Children/Youth Sunday School    Sunday  10 am
Youth Fellowship   Sunday  6 pm

LAFAYETTE-ORINDA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
See more at LOPC.org

� Sunday WorshipSund , 9:00 & 11:00 AM, 
ograms for 3-mos.-12th grade.with pr

� Seedlings Preschool, M-F.
� Something for Everyone,
speakers, small groups, classes, 
youth groups, mission trips, more!

Worship the Lord!
Sundays, 9 & 10:30am

10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga CA 
Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am, 10am & 
5:30p.m. Casual Eucharist

St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church 

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda 
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org 
Sunday 8am &10am Rite II services. 
Music at both service. Choir at 10am. 
Sunday School & childcare at 10am. 

St. Stephen’s Preschool 
254-3770 x19 

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

The Orinda 
Community Church

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ
10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here!” 

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:00 a.m

WILLOW SPRING CHURCH
Your Hometown Community Church

Try Something New With Your Whole Family This Week
Sundays: 9:00am Adult Sunday School Classes

10:00am Pre-Service Fellowship (Free Coffee & Bagels)
10:45am Contemporary Worship Service
11:15am Childrens' Church

Wednesdays: 10:00am       Community Bible Study
1689 School Street, Moraga   (925)376-3550

www.willowspringchurch.net

Please submit:
Events:  calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
Stories:  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Letters:  letters@lamorindaweekly.com
Opinion:  letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
Worship Services 8:15 & 10:45 a.m. 

9:40 a.m. Education 
Coffee Fellowship at 9:15 & 11:45 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS MAY 18 
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Coffee Fellowship 10:30 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
Coffee Fellowship at 10:30 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

For issue May 21 

For issue May 7 



OTHER  ... continued

The public is invited to join the
Moraga Horsemen for a day of
fun from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-
day, June 7 at the MHA Arena,
423 Canyon Road, Moraga. Chili
and pie contests, three-legged
race, sack race, pony petting,
horse painting, root beer floats and
much more. For more info, email
moragahorsemen.info@gmail.com.

The Stroke Support Group of
Contra Costa County will hold
its June meeting from 7 to 9 p.m.
Monday, June 9 in the Concord I
Room at John Muir Medical Cen-
ter - Concord Campus, 2540 East
Street, Concord. The speaker will
be Carol Howard-Wooton MFT,
stroke survivor. Her presentation
is entitled, “Moving Forward and
Living Well with Stroke.” After
the program, attendees will break
up into three coping groups:
stroke survivors without aphasia,
stroke survivors with aphasia, and
caregivers and families of stroke
survivors – each group led by a
trained professional. For info
about the Stroke Support Group,

contact Ann Dzuna at (925) 376-
6218. Free.

Celebrate Summer Solstice and
Igaehinvdo Cherokee Sun God-
dess on June 20. At the altar of
Igeahinvdo, absorb the rays of the
Sun, celebrate fertility, and bathe
in the abundant harvest energy
that is upon us. Dance, sing, and
celebrate the brightness of the
Sun and ourselves. Daughters of
the Goddess is a Dianic Temple
and community that is dedicated
in the spirit of aloha to the preser-
vation, perpetuation, and promo-
tion of multicultural Goddess
culture, public ceremony, ritual,
and Women's Mysteries. For info,
visit www.Daughtersofthe-
Godess.com.

SENIORS

The Sons In Retirement, Las
Trampas Branch 116 luncheon
meeting begins at 11:30 a.m.
Monday, June 16 at the Walnut
Creek Elks Lodge, 1475 Creek-
side Dr., featuring speaker Dan
Franklin, a survivor of the Nor-
mandy Invasion on June 6, 1944
and the recipient of the French

Legion of Honor. His presenta-
tion will incorporate first-hand
experiences of what went on be-
fore that day, during the invasion
and the days following the land-
ing. Guests are welcome and may
make reservations by calling
(925) 322-1160 by Wednesday,
June 11. Cost: $15. For informa-
tion about SIR activities for re-
tired men, please visit
www.Branch116.org.

Words of Wisdom … From the
Philosophical to the Light-
hearted  discussion group led by
Craig Janke. Take part in this
free-wheeling exchange of inspi-
ration, information, and humor.
Topics – from soup to nuts - will
be explored, examined, and dis-
cussed by participants. Stories
and photographs will stimulate
humorous discoveries regarding
the benefits of becoming the “el-
ders of our tribe” held the third
Tuesday monthly from 10:30 a.m.
to noon.  The next meeting is
Tuesday, June 17, Toyon Room,
Lafayette Community Center.
Cost: $1 members/ $3 non-mem-
bers.
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Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda
Advertise in 

Lamorinda Weekly 

Call 925-377-0977 today

We're happy with the results achieved by 
advertising in Lamorinda Weekly so far.  

We expect to continue for another 13 weeks.
It's a pleasure to work 

with you.  Thanks. Bruce

Not to be missed Not to be missed

Contact us:
Letters to the editor (max 350 words):  letters@lamorindaweekly.com
Sport events/stories/pictures:  sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
Art, theater, community events:  calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
Business news or business press releases:  sophie@lamorindaweekly.com
School stories/events:  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
General interest stories/Community Service:  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
Publishers/Owners: 
Andy and Wendy Scheck; andy@lamorindaweekly.com, wendy@lamorindaweekly.com
Civic  Editor: Lee Borrowman; lee@lamorindaweekly.com
Life and Our Homes Editor: Jennifer Wake; jennifer@lamorindaweekly.com
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You know summer is ap-
proaching – communities

are preparing for Grad Nights,
proms, graduations and block-
buster movies. This past week-
end Disney released
“Maleficent,” which has all the
elements for a major summer
blockbuster – it was made with

an estimated $200 million
budget.

      
“Maleficent” stars Angelina

Jolie – two-time Oscar recipient
for the film “Girl, Interrupted”
and a Jean Hersholt Humanitarian
Award she received at the 2014
Academy Awards. She stars as the
evil villain Maleficent who was

first introduced in the 1959 Dis-
ney classic “Sleeping Beauty.”
The movie tells the story – in the
style of the Broadway play
“Wicked” – of how Maleficent
became the person she is now.
Maleficent was once a good, kind
horned fairy who was loved and
admired in the fairy kingdom

where she lived. Everything
changed when Maleficent experi-
enced how cruel humans can be
as a result of greed.  She must
learn unconditional love in order
to return to happier days. Ellen
Fanning (“Super 8,” “We Bought
a Zoo”) plays Aurora, the Sleep-
ing Beauty.

      
Maleficent is a spectacular,

visual piece of art that should be
experienced in the theater and not
on an iPhone.  The film is directed
by two-time Oscar winner Robert
Stromberg, who won his Oscars
for art direction in “Alice in Won-
derland” and “Avatar.”  This is
Stromberg’s directorial debut.
His illustration of the beauty of
filmmaking is visible in each
scene as his strong direction
comes through in the perform-
ances of both Jolie and Fanning. 

      
Seven-time Oscar recipient

and 12-time Oscar nominee Rick
Baker (“Ed Wood,” “An Ameri-
can Werewolf in London,” “Men
in Black”) is the special makeup
effects artist on the film.  Baker is
the master of his craft and I pre-
dict another Oscar nomination for
his work in “Maleficent.” The
makeup in the movie is astonish-
ing.

      
For all you trivia buffs –

“Maleficent” will go down in his-
tory as the first movie role for
Vivienne Jolie-Pitt, daughter of
Jolie and Brad Pitt, as she plays
Aurora at age 5. 

      
“Maleficent” is rated PG with a

total running time (TRT) of 97 min-
utes. The film’s battle scenes, green
smoke and the dark forest trees
maybe too scary for the little ones. 

      
Listen to Derek every Satur-

day morning at 8 a.m. on Real to
Reel, 1450AM KEST.

‘Maleficent’
By Derek Zemrak

Photo Disney Studios all rights reserved 2014

Explore Lamorinda Rotary clubs The heart of
Rotary is our clubs- dedicated people who share
a passion for both community service and friend-
ship. Learn about Lamorinda’s Rotary clubs.

Service Clubs
Announcements

Fritz Tubach author of
“Uncommon Friendship” &
recently retired Head of the
UC Berkeley Germanic
Department shares his story.

June 6:
Deputy D.A. Mary Elizabeth
Knox will speak to us about
“HOMICIDES, DRUGS &
GANGS—MY LIFE AS A DEPUTY
DISTRICT ATTORNEY”

June 13:

Please be our guest for breakfast and a great speaker! 

For more info, please email us at lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

PLEASE JOIN US AT OUR NEW LOCATION
THE LAFAYETTE PARK HOTEL 

on Friday mornings at 7am.

61 glass works of art, some enormous, and 11 of Dale Chihuly’s
preliminary drawings, inspired by the artist’s love of Venice and

Venetian glass. From the George R. Stroemple Collection, a
Stroemple/Stirek Collaboration. 

Environmental sculpture: Perry’s
reclaimed and fallen wood; Blotner’s
mixed-media, hand felted imperiled
animals. 

Large scale photographs, including the
Dalai Lama, Michael Phelps, Mother
Teresa, Steve Jobs, Bono, Cesar Chavez,
Nelson Mandela, Tim Lincecum, Kerri
Walsh Jennings, Carmelo Anthony, Ray
Charles, Paul McCartney, Ringo Starr,
Johnny Cash, Clint Eastwood, Carmen
Electra, Dave Navarro, BB King, and more.

Public Hours: Wed – Sun, 11 am-4:30 pm. Museum Admission: Adults $5; 
Members and K-12 graders Free; Parking Free   

Phone: 925-631-4379   Website: stmarys-ca.edu/museum

Chihuly’s Venetians

All Natural: Pamela Blotner and Sam Perry

California Grandeur:
William Keith’s Big Paintings

Michael Collopy: Face
to Face with Movers

and Shakers

Missions of Will Sparks

The mission paintings of Will Sparks (1862-1937) are admired 
for their rich color and air of mystery. This rare complete series 
of the 37 Alta and Baja California missions once belonged to 
Alma de Bretteville Spreckels.  On loan from Trotter Galleries, 
Carmel and Pacific Grove.

The Art of the Cross

An overview of the many 
forms and functions the 

cross has taken over the centuries by such masters as Jacques Callot, 
Tiepolo, Èmile Bernard, Marc Chagall, Georges Rouault, Bernard Buffet, 
Otto Dix, Salvador Dali, as well as a 5th c. Constantinople coin, a 15th c.  
allegorical Memento Mori woodcut, Orthodox icons, and an elaborate  
silver and gilded Ethiopian Christian processional cross.  The objects 
have been selected from the collections of Christians in the Visual Arts 
(civa.org), based on the East Coast, and Saint Mary’s College.

Nyame Brown: John 
Henry’s Adventures  
in a Post-Black World

Inspired by bedtime stories told by the artist’s father, Brown weaves 
the tales of folk hero John Henry into a series of fantastic paintings and 
drawings. Brown is a member of the art faculty at Saint Mary’s College.  
He holds an M.F.A. from Yale University and a B.F.A. from The School 
of The Art Institute of Chicago.  

Museum Hours:

Wednesdays - Sundays, 11 AM - 4:30 PM  
Free admission for Museum members, 

youth through 12th grade.  
Adult admission: $5.  

Free Guide By Cell tours.
stmarys-ca.edu/museum, 925.631.4379

Call or check website for Saturday, 
October 6 opening day events and 
satellite parking directions due to the 
College’s 150th anniversary events on  
campus.

Saint Mary’s College Museum of Art

New Fall Exhibitions: 

October 6 – December 16, 2012

Saint Mary’s College Museum of Art

Four New Exhibitions 
Now through July 20 Accredited by the American

Association of Museums and Galleries

Sam Perry image courtesy of Rena Bransten Gallery
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Save Gas 
Save Money 
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

Alan Wong, R.Ph.

We’re more than a
dependable health

professional. 
We’re also your

personal 
health advisor.

The Pharmacy That’s All About Your HealthSM

282 Village Square, Orinda    (925) 254-1211

(925) 482-7112
(925) 253-TAXI (8294)

24/7 AIRPORTS & LOCAL

orindataxi@gmail.com     www.orindataxi.com

To advertise on Shop Orinda call 925.377.0977

107 Orinda Way  •  Orinda  •  925.254.2206
Mon. - Sat. 11 to 6 or by appointment
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Theatre Square,
Orinda 

(next to the Orinda Theatre)

Legendary Hot Dogs

    Directory    Issue   Sales ID
0            CONT           13    2776SP
A     Version   UDAC     Classified  Heading
3       B2          TQPWP     939700    Tree Service
A

   
  
    

      

Tom Romaneck Painting

925-323-9908
TRomaneck@yahoo.com

Lic. #922081

“Tom did an excellent
job on our interior”,
The Kelly family ,
Orinda. 2014.

Owner 
Operated

Free Estimates
Excellent 

References

Medicare, Covered CA, Life, Long-term Care
Businesses, Families, Individuals

925-254-6262  •  www.breedloveinsurance.com

www.KATTENBURGARCHITECS.com Lafayette Wine Cellar
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Back-to-Back Champions
Campo boys’ volleyball wins regional title
By Scott Wu

On their way to going unde-
feated in league, winning an

NCS title, and dominating the Nor-
Cal Regional Championships, the
Campolindo boys’ volleyball team
did not lose a set. In total, the
Cougars won 48 consecutive sets. 

      
For the second year in a row, the

Cougars have taken the volleyball
“Triple Crown,” a league title, NCS
title, and Regional Championship;
the team is ranked No. 9 in the nation. 

      
“Our success has first been based

on the fact that we have very experi-
enced and skilled players all playing
together on one team,” head coach
Dave Chen said. 

      
Players echo the same desire to

win. “We’ve been successful because
of our determination and drive to
win,” junior Ryan First said. 

      
In the finals of the 2014 NorCal

Regional Championships on May 31,
the Cougars experience showed as
they controlled the entire match, win-
ning in straight sets, 25-19, 25-22,
29-27. For the second year, Cam-
polindo faced Whitney High, and

while they were not taller or stronger
than the Wildcats, they were sharper
and played as a cohesive unit. 

      
All aspects of the game, includ-

ing serves, passes, and spikes, fa-
vored the Cougars. “It was our
passers who always kept the ball
alive so we had a chance to be suc-
cessful,” Chen explained. “We would
never be in the winning position
we’re in now if they hadn’t been able
to give the ball to our multiple strik-
ers.” 

      
Senior Steven Buhl and junior

Yize Dong kept their opponents con-
fused with key hits.

      
In the last set, it looked like

Campo’s win streak might be broken.
The set was close throughout with
multiple lead changes. Needing to
win by two, the Cougars were pushed
to extra points, eventually winning
29-27. They won the final point of
the match on an ace by senior Pieter
Derksen.

      
Players and Chen stormed the

court, congratulating their teammates
and later accepting their medals. 

      
“The most important component

of our game that is brought year after
year is an increased desire to main-
tain the winning tradition that has
long been part of our program,” Chen
said. “Just like any close family, we
experience our ups and downs, but
the team always finds a way to play
hard for each other when the time
comes.” 

      
Campolindo’s hard work starts

with off-court analysis that helps
them compete at a high level. “Coach
Dave has us watch and analyze tapes
of our opponents’ games during the
playoffs to look for the tendencies of
other teams,” Dong explained. 

      
Both Dong and First noted that

off-court camaraderie is one of their
favorite parts of playing on the team.
“They are setting new standards for
a supportive team environment that
we never even thought was possible,”
Chen said. 

      
After winning multiple titles and

dominating league and post-season
play, the Cougars will return as a top
contender next year. 

Campolindo celebrates its fourth straight NCS title. From left: Dave Chen (head coach), Steven Buhl, Luke Hoyle,
Gage Worsely, Ryan First, Michael Standring, Pieter Derksen, Joe Worsely, Jack Eisner (bottom), Walker Franklin,
Charlie Mattox, Yize Dong, Griffin Bell, Nick Obrand, Sean Dobbyn, John Vuong (asst. coach)  Photo Peter Constantinidis

Ryan First sets up his teammate. Yize Dong controls the ball.

Steven Buhl (31) and Jack Eisner (11) block opponent's hit. Photos Gint Federas

FOR REGISTRATION FORMS, CONTACT:
925/280‐3950 x‐5163, kmacy@acalanes.k12.ca.us

or download registration form at campofootball.com

DATES: July 7 thru July 18 (M – F) TIMES: 1:30 – 5:00 P.M.
FEES:  $320 (T-shirt included)

Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner
Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
BRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee
of any kind. This comparison is based solely on
estimated figures and information available at the
time of production. Interest rate is subject to
borrower and property qualifying.
Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an
Equal Opportunity Lender.

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 • Danville • CA BRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

Fixed Rates to $417,000   Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE             APR            RATE          APR

30 Year Fixed 3.875% 3.925% 4.125% 4.125%

15 Year Fixed 2.875% 2.935% 3.250% 3.300%

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $1,000,000!

4.500% /4.500% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

“PROViDinG PREMiER LOAn PRODuCTS AnD SERViCE FROM
THE MOST ExPERiEnCED AnD SOLuTiOn-ORiEnTED

PROFESSiOnALS in yOuR COMMuniTy.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

Hunter Gallaway's 
Junior Tennis Team

June 10- July 28, 2014
Juniors 18 years and under

(Match and Practice Schedule Depends on age and level)

Team Director: Hunter Gallaway
Competitive tennis for juniors at their appro-
priate level, as a member of team promoting
sportsmanship, camaraderie and fun !

Contact: Hunterhg@comcast.net or 
Sheena: 925-360-7051

Applications online:
www.lafayettetennis.com

Selling Your Old Car?

Do you have a car, truck, RV, motor
Home, boat, jet ski, motorcycle,
running or not, paid for or not?
Let my 33 years of experience help
you to turn it to cash.  I can pay you
cash on the spot and tow it away free
of charge to give you your space back.

I am local and with one phone call 
I could turn your unused vehicle 
into $$$$$$.

Call- 510-377-9968

Moraga resident,  HRez gives cash for cars

European Hardwood Floors
• New Installation for all types of

hardwood floors
• Sanding

• Staining
• Finishing

• Old Floor Restoration
• Stair Installation
415-350-4364

www.ehwfloors.com
License #973918

All work done by father and
son owners - Radi & Boyan
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Baseball Teams Fall Short on NCS Repeat
By Michael Sakoda

After a tough regular season, Acalanes, Campolindo
and Miramonte all battled during a great run in the

NCS baseball playoffs.

      
Acalanes (16-12; 6-6 DFAL), led by two seniors –

pitcher Doug Nimura and shortstop Austin Fisher – earned
the No. 7 spot in the Division III playoffs. 

      
After winning three consecutive NCS titles, the 2014

Dons’ road through the postseason was tougher. “We
thought we were seeded a little low,” said head coach
Justin Santich-Hughes. “Being the No. 7 seed made our
run a lot more difficult.” 

      
But Acalanes stepped up, getting a boost from soph-

omores Jake Berry and Tommy Henderson, and won their
first and second round games – at Del Norte 6-1 on May
21 and at Drake 5-3 on May 24. 

      
The Dons faced No. 3 Tamalpais in the semifinals on

May 28 and ran into the Redtailed Hawks’ red-hot pitcher,
Mason Collins. The Dons managed only two hits off of
Collins, and gave up two runs – an RBI single in the fifth
inning and a sixth inning bases-loaded balk – falling 2-0.

      
“This was our first postseason loss in 12 games, and

being on the losing end was shocking,” said Santich-
Hughes. “But for these guys to go as far as they did was a
testament to the competitiveness they’ve shown all year
and I’m proud.”

      
Miramonte rounded out the year with a 14-13 record

(7-5 DFAL) earning the No. 6 seed in the Division III
playoffs. In the opening round, the Mats hosted No. 11
Albany in a two-day, 18 inning thriller. On May 20, the
two teams played 15 innings, but the score remained tied
at 2-2. 

      
Play resumed May 21 with junior Connor Jackson on

the mound for Miramonte. He was superb, throwing 44
pitches (31 strikes, 13 balls), striking out five, with no
walks, four hits and a run allowed.

      
Albany scored first, and led 3-2 in the bottom of the

17th. With two out and one on, Drew Anderson trailed in
the count 0-2. Alex Gutierrez advanced to second on a
wild pitch, and Anderson slapped the 1-2 past Albany’s
shortstop, sending Gutierrez home, tying the game 3-3. 

      
In the bottom of the 18th, with one out and one on, it

was Mats’ sophomore James Vaccaro, with the walk-off,
as he crushed the 0-1 fastball to left center, scoring Logan
Boersma, sealing a 4-3 victory for Miramonte.   

      
“Eighteen innings and nobody flinched,” said head

coach Vince Dell’Aquila. “It might have been the single
most well-played, hard-played, heart-played game in
North Coast.”

      
Miramonte ended a strong season on May 23 with a

second round, 2-0 loss to Tamalpais. “The season was like

the (Albany) game,” said Dell’Aquila. “It had ups and
downs, but the guys hung in there. It’s a credit to them ...
through all of it they kept battling.” 

      
Campolindo wrapped up the regular season going

20-5 (11-1 DFAL), winning a league title and locking up
the No. 1 seed in the Division II Playoffs. But their run
ended before it really began as the Cougars dropped an
opening round game 1-0 to No. 16 Casa Grande on May
21.

      
It was a true pitchers’ battle between Cougars left-

handed pitcher Matt Ladrech and Casa Grande’s Eric
Parnow. Ladrech was outstanding, pitching a complete
game, with four strikeouts, seven hits, a walk and a lone
run in the second inning, but the run-support lacked. 

      
Campolindo threatened in the sixth, as Denis Karas

stole second after being hit by a pitch, but Parnow struck
out the next two batters ending the inning. Scott Singh led
off the seventh with a single to right, but again, Parnow
struck out the two subsequent batters. With one on and
two out, Ben Skinner flew out to right, stranding Singh,
and ending the season. 

      
“(Parnow’s) a tough pitcher. He threw well,” said

Cougars head coach, Max Luckhurst. “We saw him about
a month ago, and he threw well then too.”

Softball Teams Make
Early Exit from NCS
By Hannah Raslan

As the school year comes to a
close, so do the playoff aspi-

rations of spring sports. The
Acalanes and Miramonte softball
teams entered the North Coast
Section playoff tournament with
different goals but both were elim-
inated in the first round.

     
As a No. 13 seed the Acalanes

Dons suffered an 11-4 loss to No.
4 San Marin in the first round on
May 21.

     
“I thought because we had a

young team we were a little nerv-
ous in the playoffs, the whole team
was nervous, and it affected us, we
didn’t play very well,” said head
coach Victor Silva. “Hopefully the
girls will learn from experience.” 

     
Despite the low seed, Silva

was hoping for a fight in the first
round. The team got off to a rocky
start. After the first two innings,
San Marin was up 7-2.

     
“The first couple of innings we

were really nervous,” said Silva.
“As the game wore on we seemed
to play better but I think the kids
just have to get experience playing
and we will get better.”

     
For the next five innings, the

Dons adjusted; they scored two
more runs. Still, they gave up four

runs to San Marin. 

     
“I was hoping we could be a

little bit more consistent,” said
Silva of the game and the season.
“We had some good victories but
we had some really bad losses, and
I’d like to be more consistent in the
future.” 

     
Miramonte was excited to

qualify for the postseason. As a
team filled with new players, they
were very happy to make it into
the tournament as a No. 12 seed.
Finishing the season at 11-11 over-
all, the Mats exceeded expecta-
tions.

     
“Our season went great, better

than anyone expected,” said head
coach Emily Hunt. “The girls im-
proved tremendously from start to
finish and we were able to win
some big games that we maybe
weren’t expected to.”

     
The Mats took on No. 5 Terra

Linda on May 21. They kept it
close but fell 3-2.

     
“[We were happy] just to make

it, let alone compete in the game,”
said Hunt. “The school hasn’t
made NCS or had a .500 record in
over 10 years so the fact that we
achieved both of those things this
year is a great accomplishment.”

NCS Champions

The Acalanes Dons’ girls’ lacrosse team took home the 2014 NCS Division II cham-
pionship – their second championship in a row and third title in four years. 

     
After going undefeated in the DFAL, the Dons earned the top spot in the NCS tour-

nament. Acalanes showed its dominance by cruising to the title. They outscored oppo-
nents 62-15, including a 21-9 win over No. 2 Piedmont in the finals on May 22.   
C. Mitchell

Doug Nimmra Photos Gint Federas

Campolindo gets the out at second and looks for the
double play at first in the loss to Casa Grande.

Alex Grant-Hudd Gina Pagan         Photos Gint Federas

Drew Anderson recorded the game-tying RBI in the 17th.
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WALNUT CREEK
925-979-3430

OAKLAND
510-428-3558

SPORTS MEDICINE 
CENTER FOR 
YOUNG ATHLETES

LMSC Looks to National Series
Submitted by Colleen Wiggins and Corinna Sassano

The LMSC U15 girls qualified for the
US Youth Soccer National Champi-

onship Series by beating the MVLA Ty-

phoons, 4-1, to win the CYSA State Cup
Championship in Modesto on May 3.

Photo provided

From left, top row: Anna S., Katherine M., Sydney T., Coach Javier Ayala-Hil, Danielle D.,
Samantha K., Natalie M., Isabella G.; bottom row: Lindsey L., Caitlyn M., Brooke P., Kelsey V., Lily B.,
and Emma B.   Photo provided

From left, top row: Ben Duncan, Adrian Hunt, Ryan Schwarz, Will Hollerbach, Jake Dashiell,
Zack Schroeder; bottom row: Jack LaCour (Tournament MVP), Stradley Foutch, Chris Bruen,
Zach Raphael, Amir Khan, Greg Austin Photo provided

LMSC Wins Santa Cruz Shootout
Submitted by Corinna Sassano

Lamorinda Soccer Club U10 Navy team
won the Santa Cruz Breakers' Memorial

Day Shootout held at Cabrillo College in Aptos
over the Memorial Day weekend. The girls
played five games over the course of three days
and scored a total of 23 goals while allowing
only five.  

      
In their bracket, the girls played and beat the

Gryphons Soccer Club from Belmont (2-1), CV
San Jose FC Jaguars Red (7-0), and finally CV
San Jose FC Jaguars White (6-0.)  In the semifi-
nals, they defeated the CV San Jose FC Jaguars
Academy (4-2). In the championship, they beat
the host, the Santa Cruz Breakers, 4-2.

Orinda Outlaws Take First
Submitted by Junaid Khan

Orinda Outlaws 11U celebrates winning
the Santa Cruz Memorial Day Silver

championship game

Defending the Title
Submitted by Buddy Rowell

From left, bottom row: Tyler Schenone, Simon Oh, Gareth Kwok, Parker Windatt, and Seppi
Ortman; top row: John Torchio, Coach Craig Mizell, Jake Finegold, Robby Rowell, Coach Buddy
Rowell, Ryan Regan, Kyle Mizell, Vince Mossotti, Brian Merken, and Coach Greg Ditmer; not
pictured: Sam Walker and Coach Conner Hulse      Photo provided

Advanced Baseball’s (AB) 14U Blues (34-
3) team defended their tournament title by

winning this year’s Walnut Creek Memorial
Weekend Bulldawg Brawl.  The Blues went un-
defeated in pool play, which included complete
games pitched by Tyler Schenone and Ryan
Regan and a pivotal RBI single in the final game
by Simon Oh, setting up the Blues for the No. 1
seed going into bracket play.  

      
Then, in the semifinals of bracket play, the

Blues beat the Clayton Valley Eagles 2-0 behind
a complete game gem thrown by lefty Brian

Merken, and two big doubles by Robby Rowell
and John Torchio. 

      
In the finals, after a shaky first inning falling

behind the Fairfield Tigers 3-0, the Blues rallied
behind gutsy pitching by Kyle Mizell, stellar
team defense, and big hits to tie the game at 3-3
by the bottom of the fourth.  Vince Mossotti
closed the game with three dominant shutout in-
nings. In the bottom of the sixth, after working
the count full, Seppi Ortman hit a chopper up
the middle, scoring Parker Windatt for the go-
ahead run.  

Memorial Day Mavericks
Submitted by Susan Linden

From left: Shane Nelson, Brady Manz, Cole Jeter, Sam McGonigle, Nicholas Fitzpatrick, assis-
tant coach Dan Wheeler,  Coach Dave Manousos, Daniel Wheeler, Casey Linden, Jack Daugh-
erty, Ben Powers, Max "Dream" Weaver and  J.T. Clark Photo Susan Linden

Moraga Mavericks 11U team celebrate
their trip to the championship game and

second place finish at the Ultimate Memo-
rial Day Tournament in Manteca. 

Volleyball Champs
Submitted by Kristina Brouhard

Photo: From left, top row: Coach Rich Scarpitti, Molly Mitchell, Natalie Brouhard, Nicole
Kennedy, Lindsey Davis, Coach Rick Davis; bottom row: Sydney Roberts, Lulu Scarpitti, Tyler
Oliver, Spencer Deutz. Photo John Brouhard

Manhattan Beach, the fifth grade girls team, won the LMYA volleyball title with an undefeated
season.  
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Submit stories to
sportsdesk@

lamorindaweekly.com

(we prefer to receive your original photo file,
minimum size:  200 dpi and 1200 pixels wide)

Follow us on 
Twitter@LamorindaSports

First Place Finish
Submitted by April Murphy

From left: Shannon Murphy, Paige Mays, Reese Hansen, and Peyton Mays.
Photo provided

As the CYO 2014 Track and
Field season comes to a close

these 4th grade girls can look back
with pride and see how far they

have come. The St. Monica’s relay
team earned a first place finish at
the Sectionals in the 800 Sprint
Medley.

Champs at the Championships
Submitted by Lynn Klinkenberg  

Women’s Varsity 8+ earned first place. From left:  Elizabeth Elmgren, Tara Bozzini (Acalanes), Hunter Deuel, Abby
Vare, Jennifer Mundelius, Olivia Klinkenberg (Acalanes), Marie Johnson (Miramonte), Lindy Clute, Margaret Ross
(Miramonte).  Photo provided

Oakland Strokes Rowing Club left the May 2014
US Rowing SW Regionals Jr. Championships

with eight gold medals. The Championships took
place at Lake Natoma Aquatic Center in Folsom and
featured 36 clubs from across the western states. The
Women’s Varsity 8+ boat finished in first place for

the second year in a row. Men’s Varisty 8+ beat rival
Marin Rowing by 0.04 seconds to finish in first place.
Overall, Oakland Strokes took home eight gold
medals, nine silver medals, and seven bronze medals.
Six boats qualified for the Nationals in June.

From left: Alex Lilichenko (Miramonte), Christian Cuellar, Josef Starc, Kevin Chang (Bentley), Hannah Christopher
(Miramonte), Cubby Parker (Bentley), Marshall Krock, Daniel Hogan, Viggo Hoite, Jason Hilton, Coach

Photo provided

From left: Martha Yates (Lafayette), Limor Dubrovsky (Lafayette), Natalie Stollman, Olivia Tefft, Caroline Rickson
(Orinda), Gracie Petty, Molly Bobrovitch (Moraga), Alisha Lewis, Betty Hosler and Coach Beth Anderson with two
assistants. Photo submitted by Molly Bobrovitch

The Freshman 8 and Novice boat took first and second place at the US Rowing Southwest Regional JR. Champi-
onships.

Another Goal!
Submitted by Corinna Sassano

Lamorinda Soccer Club’s Megan Reid committed to play soccer
at the University of Virginia. A star for Miramonte’s soccer and

basketball teams, Reid began playing for LMSC on the U9 team.

Photo provided

Orangemen Look for Gold
Submitted by Craig Bocks

From left, front row: Logan Hurd, Justin Bocks, Garrett Dunn, Aidan Lyon, Nick Davidson, Stefan Raeth, Daniel Diner-
man; back row: Scott Brydon, Ross Ney, Cole Berzins, Ethan Frigon, Tommy Hawkins, Eddie Burns      Photo provided

Advanced Baseball’s (AB) 13U Orangemen are en-
joying great success this year as they head into the

final weeks of the spring season with a cumulative record
of 26-8, including a consolation championship at the Me-

morial Day Bulldawg Brawl in Walnut Creek.  The Or-
angemen are primed to finish atop the District 57 Junior
Gold Division standings and will compete throughout the
summer in a variety of local tournaments.  
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Cynthia Brian’s June Gardening Guide ...read on page D13

W
ith 545 Lamorinda families certi-
fied as composters, a growing
number of residents are finding

the practice good for their vegetable and orna-
mental gardens.  All of these families have dif-
ferent practices, from a simple single pile on
the ground, to elaborate multi-bins systems,
and being certified gets them a little discount
on their garbage bill. But, foremost, they do it
to be part of the natural cycle of life, death, and
rebirth in the garden.

          

Norm Paulsen has been composting for
years in his Lafayette garden. For him, the prac-
tice is a normal part of gardening, a process he’s
been involved with since grammar school. His
vegetable garden is extensive, and next to it is
a compost pile in its simplest form: a heap on
the ground delineated on three sides by wood
siding.  “We drop all our vegetable scrap in the
pile, as well as green waste from the garden,” he
says, “then I cover it with wood chips and ani-
mal bedding provided by my neighbor, who
raises llamas and alpacas.” Paulsen has a pitch
fork next to the pile and he turns it regularly
before adding the result to the garden when
fully composted. 

          

“This is one of the key elements of com-
posting,” says Eric Fromer, “knowing when the
compost is ready to be used.”

                                         

... continued on page D4Norm Paulsen transfers the compost in his vegetable garden. Photo Sophie Braccini

Lamorinda Home Composting:
A Diverse and Growing Practice 
By Sophie Braccini
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
19
13
17

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
$500,000
$700,000
$785,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
$2,960,000
$3,337,500
$2,141,500

LAFAYETTE
804 Acalanes Road, $2,895,000, 5 Bdrms, 5688 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 5-6-14; 

Previous Sale: $3,220,000, 05-23-02
3621 Chestnut Street, $780,000, 1426 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 5-7-14; 

Previous Sale: $550,000, 08-05-09
911 Dewing Avenue #A2, $625,000, 2 Bdrms, 1296 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 5-2-14; 

Previous Sale: $415,000, 01-31-12
900 Dewing Avenue, $500,000, 3 Bdrms, 1416 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 5-8-14
473 Florence Drive, $990,000, 3 Bdrms, 1785 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 4-29-14; 

Previous Sale: $260,000, 07-09-92
39 Greentree Court, $1,773,500, 3 Bdrms, 2833 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 4-30-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,195,000, 06-03-03
2199 Hidden Pond Road, $1,355,000, 4 Bdrms, 3352 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 5-6-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,411,000, 04-01-05
1539 Huston Road, $822,500, 4 Bdrms, 1801 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 5-1-14; 

Previous Sale: $257,500, 09-11-98
326 Lowell Lane #E, $1,330,000, 4 Bdrms, 1991 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 4-29-14; 

Previous Sale: $68,800, 03-29-72
1985 Marion Court, $2,219,000, 5 Bdrms, 4206 SqFt, 2001 YrBlt, 4-29-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,985,000, 03-29-13
3503 Moraga Boulevard, $905,000, 2 Bdrms, 1115 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 5-1-14; 

Previous Sale: $790,000, 06-08-05
3337 North Lucille Lane, $950,000, 2 Bdrms, 1357 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 5-8-14; 

Previous Sale: $500,000, 05-03-13
3977 Rancho Road, $2,050,000, 5-6-14
70 Ridgecrest Court, $1,866,000, 4 Bdrms, 4016 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 5-8-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,275,000, 09-27-00
1229 Rose Lane, $2,960,000, 5 Bdrms, 6046 SqFt, 1982 YrBlt, 5-1-14; 

Previous Sale: $2,900,000, 07-03-00
624 Sky Highway Circle, $1,590,000, 4 Bdrms, 2979 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 4-29-14
1154 Sunrise Ridge Drive, $1,408,000, 5 Bdrms, 3102 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 4-30-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,050,000, 05-02-02
1702 Toyon Road, $1,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 2811 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 5-1-14; 

Previous Sale: $585,000, 12-19-12
1110 Via Media, $1,401,000, 4 Bdrms, 4332 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 4-30-14; 

Previous Sale: $390,000, 07-18-97 ... continued on page D11

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights
Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark
licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by
a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

Cait Hudson
Cait.Hudson@camoves.com
(925)451-6844
BRE#01948905

www.caithudson.com

VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

EXCELLENT TIME to take advantage of  strong
demand to get the highest possible price on your
home and buy something else while interest rates
are still low. They started to go up.
If  I had a Buyer for your home would you sell it?

Romantic Retreat in Orinda Downs

588 Dalewood Dr, Orinda,  Offered at $1,749,000

FOR SALE 

Orinda Downs luxury awaits you in this enchanting residence with tranquil setting on
over-sized lot with playful flat areas. 

Dream house ideal for indoor/outdoor
entertaining with flat yard and pool

67 Barbara Rd, Orinda, Offered at $998,000

SALE PENDING 
740 Glenside Cir, Lafayette,

Offered at $1,598,000

High end updates in this exquisite 4
bd/3 baths, 2373 sqft  approx. home
with additional 200sqft of
bonus/exercise room. Attention to
details. Incredible views of Orinda
including downtown and Theatre.

Downtown Orinda with Spectacular Views

Open H
ouse S

at and 
Sun 1-4

pm 



Reliez Valley, Lafayette
Custom 5BR/4.5BA estate with 2BR/1BA guest house on 

immaculate 1.93± acre lot with pool & gardens.
Call for Price & Details

Lafayette Valley Estates, Lafayette
Charming and updated 4BR/3BA, 2054± sq. !. home on a .28± acre 

court property with pool.
 !!!"###$%$&'(($)*+$,-.'/(0

Coming SoonComing Soon

STILL #1 FOR A REASON

DanaGreenTeam.com

Dana Green
925.339.1918

License #: 01482454

 !""#$%#&'(!)#&'#*+%,#&-%.%#,'/(%012"#"+.&+/3.!

2010, 2011, 2012, 2013

1152 Brown Avenue, Lafayette
Inviting 5BR+ o"ce/5.5BA, 5762± sq. !. on 1.95± acre with amazing 

views and easy access to town.
$2,775,000 % 1152BrownAve.com

1'23/45-3.$6*70-$*)$8/29.
1420 Reliez Valley Road, Lafayette

Napa Valley-inspired 4BR/2.5BA custom home with separate 2BR/1BA 
guest cottage on .77± acre lot.

$3,295,000 %$8')':-;-<+='3>'+?9*70-@5*?

A-3B/32C$$8')':-;-$<+='3$>'+?9*70-

746 Saint Mary’s Road, Lafayette
Premium pancake #at 1.04± acre parcel in the heart of Burton Valley.  

Exciting opportunity to build your dream home!
$1,345,000 %$A+-?/7?8')':-;-8'3B@5*?

A+-?/7?$8')':-;-$8'3B
59 Cedar Terrace, Orinda

Fantastic 5BR/3.5BA, 3931± sq. !. home on usable 3.5± acre lot with an 
amazing, park-like setting.

$2,195,000 % 59Cedar.com

D-E$A+/5-C$$F3G/H32$I+/3B'$&*3.-?J*+'+:

  



He says that when the mix just looks like dirt and smells like a forest after the rain it
is ready; he puts it in bags for use in his Lafayette garden.  “Another important aspect
is to have enough nitrogen,” he adds. “Our way of doing it is by adding some of our
chicken’s manure to the mix.  Nitrogen is what you need for the temperature to rise
in the pile and the process to take off.”  Fromer has chickens, and he even sometimes
lets a hen frolic in one of his tumblers, as a treat.  

          

Fromer started on his own 5 years ago, while Joseph Paykel has a much more
recent practice.  "I started 7 months ago after attending a a free [Central Contra Costa
Solid Waste Authority] compost class," says the young Orinda father.  The Paykels
looked for a place in their garden that would be the most convenient, "otherwise we
would not sustain the practice," he adds.  They decided to put the container they
bought from CCCSWA by their trash bins, on a concrete pad. "We added corrugated
cardboard under it,” he says. “Sitting on concrete might not be ideal, but we wanted
something close to the house so the practice would be easy.” He says that he just
spends a few minutes a week taking care of the pile.

          

Everyone has their own unique system, like Lamorinda Weekly publisher Andy
Scheck who added a handful of worms when he started his first compost pile a few
years ago. In his Moraga garden, Scheck has two double compost bins, because his veg-
etable garden is spread between two different spots on his property. Scheck never took
a class with CCCSWA, for the native German had been exposed to composting since
his youth in his uncle’s extensive garden.  He built a double compost bin.  “In the first
bin I start to pile brown garden waste that has been cut small (he acquired a professional
chopper), and food waste from our kitchen,” he explains.  “After a few months, the bot-
tom of the bin is completely composted, so I transfer the top layer to the other bin and
can use the finished compost from the first bin.”  All the composters attribute the won-
derful growth of their vegetables and ornamentals in large part to their home-made
compost. Most composters have had to face a challenge somewhere along the way.
Amber Dyer in Lafayette thinks that her compost hasn’t been more successful because
not much compost volume was created during the winter, despite the fact that she
dumps tons of food waste in it.  But looking at the double tumbler she bought at Costco,
the result is pretty good.   ... continued on page D6
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Lamorinda Home Composting: A Diverse and
Growing Practice 
... continued from page D1

Amber Dyer turns her compost tumbler. Photos Sophie Braccini The children help with composting in the Paykel family.       

Weeds and clippings turn brown in Dyer’s pile.



3 Canyon View Drive, Orinda 

4 Las Cascadas, Orinda 

25 Las Vegas Road, Orinda 

He’s All About New Listings in May 

 
Office:  925-254-8585 
Cell:     925-998-7898 

www.clarkthompson.com 
 ct@clarkthompson.com 

BRE #: 00903367 

2 Los Altos Road     $1,595,000

 
Office:  925-254-8585 
Cell:     925-998-7898 

www.clarkthompson.com 
 ct@clarkthompson.com 

67 Ardilla Road    $1,250,000

54 Diablo View Drive  $969,000

view newlistings online

He's All About New Inventory in Orinda
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3361 Stagecoach Dr. 

LAFAYETTE

Beautiful Baywood Home. Fabulous floorplan with large 

rooms, great light, updated kitchen, hardwood floors  

5 bedroom, 3.5 bath on lovely lot backing to open space. 

www.3361Stagecoach.com

Call for pricing and information.

MJ ST. JEAN, MBA, Realtor
(925) 984-6466

MJStJean@EmpireRA.com
www.MJStJean.com

MJ St. Jean Proudly Presents

© Empire Realty Associates. This information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed, is subject to change, and is provided for consumers’ personal, non-commercial use.

Lamorinda Home
Composting: A Diverse and
Growing Practice
... continued from page D4

          

"For the compost process to happen, you need heat and you need moisture,"
says Paykel, adding that the CCCSWA workshop he attended last year taught him
all he needed to know.  For him the challenge was ants, and what he found was
that the little critters were taking over the pile when it was too dry.  Scheck had a
problem that no one would want: rats.  "Since I put wooden compost boxes on
concrete pavers, I have had no more problems," he says. None of the people re-
ported any unpleasant smell coming out of the pile.  

          

"Yard and food waste represent 30 percent of the waste stream; we encour-
age people to compost to reduce the volume of what has to be hauled away,” says
CCCSWA Ashley Louisiana.  On the authority's website residents can purchase
bins at a reduced price and check out the dates of free upcoming workshops.  In
order to get certified, residents need to either have purchased a bin from CCC-
SWA or send pictures of their practice.  

          

"This is an Honor system," adds Louisiana. 

Wendy Scheck chips yard clippings while her husband, Andy, turns the compost. 
Photo Jaya Griggs

The Skinny About Composting
A balance of browns (fallen leaves, straw, wood chips) and greens
(grass clippings and food scraps) is all you need to make compost.
Compost needs heat and moisture.  Composting containers vary from
a simple pile on the ground, to a series of bins that can be made of
different wood or plastic.  The next compost workshop in Lamorinda
is scheduled for Saturday, June 7 in the Lafayette Community Garden.
For more information, go to wastediversion.org.

THE BEST MOVE YOU WILL EVER MAKE

A Locally Grown Experienced Realtor!
Serving Lamorinda and the Surrounding Communities!

JUSTIN BUNDY, REALTOR
As an East Bay native, I bring to my clients the knowledge & experience 

of living & working in the East Bay Area throughout my entire life. 
This gives me a tremendous advantage in knowing the subtle 

differences that make each community unique.

Justin Bundy, CalBRE #01376492
Office: 925-855-4030
Mobile: 925-330-0579
Justin@JustinBundy.com
www.JustinBundy.com REALTORS

J. Rockcliff



Something Special!  112 La Quinta, Moraga Country Club 
 

Featured on the 2010 MCC Home Tour, this fabulous home has been 
lovingly updated from head to toe!  Originally a ‘Sequoyah’ model - 
walls have ben opened, spaces have been re-imagined, and everything 
has been improved! 
   

Expanded Kitchen includes Wood-Mode custom cabinets, Caesarstone 
Counters and high-end stainless appliances.  
 

Tucked back on the 6th Fairway, this house has super views of the 
course and surrounding hills without feeling overexposed.  Great enter-
taining spaces inside and out.   
 

4 Beds, 2.5 Baths, 3424 SqFt, Golf Course Location 
 

Open Sunday June 8th from 1 to 4pm 
 
 Just Listed - Call for Price 

CALBRE 00616156 

39 Ashford Place, Moraga $1,475,000 
Corliss area cul-de-sac.  Huge Yard! 

Lovely 4 bedroom home with private yard & pool. 
 

AVAILABLE! PENDING! 

720 Augusta Drive, Moraga - $739,000 
2BR  / 2.5BA   1743 SQ FT 

Moraga Country Club - Lagoon location  

1392 Camino Peral, Moraga - $525,000 
3BR  / 2.5BA   1348 SQ FT  

Charming Townhome in Great Location! 

JUST LISTED! 

 

177 Moraga Way, Orinda 
4 Bedrooms  / 3 Baths  2514 SQ FT   .43 ACRES  

Private Creekside Oasis - Close to Downtown  
 

Set back across the creek lies this charming private oasis! 
Large lot with mature pear, plum and other fruit trees. 

  Spacious 4 bedroom home with lots of hardwood.   
Don’t miss the adorable sun-porch off the family room! 

Less than a mile to town & BART. 

AVAILABLE! 

Offered at  $995,000 

Direct: 925.200.6000     Web: TheOlsenTeam.com    eMail: Mail@TheOlsenTeam.com 



925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com

www.RattoandRatto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Knowledgeable - Professional - Reliable - Local
Committed to exceeding your expectations!

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

57 Davis Road, Orinda Offered at $1,399,000
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths

Presented by:
Enayat
Boroumand
Phone: 415.310.3754
CalBRE# 01235734

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda

Advertise in Lamorinda Weekly 

Call 925-377-0977 today

We print and deliver 26,000
copies every other week.
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Fire Safety Outside: Sealing the House
By Cathy Dausman
(Editor’s note: This is the first in a series of Lamorinda
Weekly articles designed to raise awareness and help home-
owners secure their homes against the threat of wildfire.)

I f “location, location, location” are the watch-
words of choosing a good home, then topogra-
phy, weather and fuels are the corollary to keep

your home safe during fire season.  

          
Brush fires, even small ones, are a constant threat,

especially when trees and woody shrubs on rolling hills
abut back yards.  Natural landscaping is the very reason
Lamorindans like their outdoors, but late spring rains
have done little to relieve the California drought. The
entire country knows our fire season has begun in
earnest. According to Cal Fire, 1,701 fires have burned
14,925 acres so far this year. Alameda and Contra
Costa County lands are now classified as D4, or “ex-
ceptional drought” areas.  

          
Recently, local landscape contractors and fire

agencies met with the Diablo Fire Safe Council to learn
about local fire history, wildfire behavior, ignition pre-

vention techniques, working safely around power lines,
and creating defensible space.

          
The Diablo Fire Safe Council offers a list of five

ways to reduce ignition around the home: sweep, re-
move or store combustibles, caulk and screen. Sweep
walkways, patios and decks, gutters and rooflines reg-
ularly to remove leaves, pine needles and twigs. Do not
store combustible materials under decks.  

          
Consider replacing older decks with a product

meeting the Wildland Urban Interface fire safety code.
Ensure that siding and windows are fully caulked to
prevent embers from entering the home. Store back-
yard combustible materials inside if a wildfire threat-
ens.  Finally, install 1/8-inch mesh metal screens under
eves and at foundation vents – those areas are vulner-
able entry points for embers and flames.  

          
For details go to

http://www.diablofiresafe.org/preventing_wild-
fires_house.html.

Using 1/8-inch mesh metal screens under eaves or at
foundation vents can prevent burning embers from en-
tering a home. Photo Andy Scheck

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Beautifully remodeled and updated ranch-style
home next to the Lafayette Trail and Community
Park. This wonderful home offers three bedrooms,
two baths, plus a separate office that can easily be
used as the fourth bedroom. The open kitchen with
breakfast bar, granite counter, and stainless steel
appliances, has easy access to the back patio…
complete with an outdoor kitchen for entertaining.
The two patios and spacious yard are wonderful for
family living as well as entertaining. Hardwood
floors and updated windows create warmth and
natural light year round. The private yard offers
garden , play, and entertaining areas…all within
walking distance to the Lafayette Bike Trail and top
rated Lafayette Schools.

Exclusively Presented by Sue Layng:

Charming Home in Burton Valley’s Lafayette Estates!

Presented by

SUE LAYNG
Cell: 925-963-7189  •  Sue@SueLayng.com  •  www.SueLayng.com
CalBRE # 000970956

3300 Betty Lane, Lafayette

Offered at $945,000
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 Stylish Solutions
Design for the Great Outdoors
By Ann McDonald 

Summer is fast approaching and that means outdoor deco-
rating is in full swing, and it’s time to refresh and update our
front or back yard spaces for summer enjoyment. But with

the current drought, how do we, as responsible residents of California,
decorate our outdoor spaces for gracious and luxurious living on
trend, without being wasteful? And what if your design aesthetic sim-
ply isn’t compatible with some of the drought resistant flowers? 

          
The good news: There is more to decorating, water-wise, than

just using succulents on your outdoor tables. While I love the look of
cactus, it isn’t always a fit for me or my design clients. 

          
Here are my Top Stylish Solutions for water-wise decorating

anyone can implement: 

          
Use brightly colored outdoor pillows instead of flowers. Re-

place pots that would normally hold high water use plants with
graphic decorative pillows on your covered entry porch. The tradi-
tional design of the house does not lend itself to succulents on the
front porch. I wanted a punch of color normally provided by masses
of annuals and by purchasing these ready-made, low cost outdoor pil-
lows, placing them where the pots of flowers would normally sit, I
have the color punch without the water use. 

          
Match patterns with the surrounding pieces to provide cohesion;

for example, a trellis pattern on a pillow can match a similar pattern
on a bench or pot. Look for repeating patterns in your own home, and
try to match outdoor pillows to a detail. The best part? The pillows
cost less than $20 each, and can help carry the decorating scheme to
an outdoor covered porch at the back of the house so the theme would
be consistent. 

          
Use statuary where pillows won’t work. Don’t balk. Trust me,

“Let’s go buy a statue” is not the first thing out of this decorator’s
mouth. With careful thought to scale, color and type, I placed concrete
formed pieces where piles of flowers would normally be. By purchas-
ing two, I was able to repeat the theme from the entry walkway into
an indoor/outdoor space for this season. 

          
This simple tip is easily scaled or modified for the smaller space

or contemporary design. No desire for concrete lions? Use a beautiful
cast pinecone, the traditional welcome sign. Need a contemporary
touch? Reflective orbs do nicely. 

          
Take advantage of the drought to introduce whimsy. Good dec-

orating is all about solutions to problems. When the weather gives
issue, consider it an opportunity to be creative. Think outside the box. 

          
Use strong graphic patterns on outdoor fabrics instead of

solids. Go bold to focus the eye. Many of my clients purchase in-
vestment quality pieces and fabrics that tend toward traditional. This
season in outdoor spaces, we had some fun.

                                                                                  
... continued on page D12

On this covered entry porch we replaced pots that would normally hold high water use plants
with graphic decorative pillows. Photo courtesy Couture Chateau LLC, photo Faryn Davis



Lamorinda Home Sales recorded  
... continued from page D2

MORAGA
1180 Cedarwood Drive, $1,040,000, 5 Bdrms, 2818 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 5-2-14; 

Previous Sale: $51,000, 02-25-72
68 Corliss Drive, $1,150,000, 3 Bdrms, 2038 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 5-1-14; 

Previous Sale: $367,000, 02-27-91
752 Country Club Drive, $700,000, 2 Bdrms, 1262 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 4-29-14; 

Previous Sale: $749,000, 02-21-07
1615 Del Monte Way, $1,420,000, 5 Bdrms, 2745 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 5-2-14; 

Previous Sale: $940,000, 09-10-10
272 Draeger Drive, $1,338,000, 4 Bdrms, 2450 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 4-30-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,171,000, 09-12-07
89 Laird Drive, $3,337,500, 5 Bdrms, 6123 SqFt, 2006 YrBlt, 4-28-14; 

Previous Sale: $350,000, 06-27-00
71 Lambeth Square, $1,615,000, 5 Bdrms, 3140 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 4-28-14; 

Previous Sale: $595,000, 10-01-96
1047 Larch Avenue, $900,000, 3 Bdrms, 1460 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 5-1-14; 

Previous Sale: $725,000, 01-14-11
31 Maison Court, $1,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 2963 SqFt, 2000 YrBlt, 5-8-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,103,500, 07-25-01
110 Quintas Lane, $1,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 2472 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 5-2-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,300,000, 05-31-05
218 Rheem Boulevard, $875,000, 3 Bdrms, 1944 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 5-7-14; 

Previous Sale: $989,000, 03-02-05
36 Wandel Drive, $910,000, 3 Bdrms, 1478 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 4-30-14; 

Previous Sale: $689,000, 07-22-11
133 Westchester Street, $870,000, 3 Bdrms, 2264 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 5-2-14; 

Previous Sale: $620,000, 02-18-11
ORINDA
30 Dias Dorados, $1,425,000, 5 Bdrms, 3333 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 4-30-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,435,000, 12-02-05
23 Dos Posos, $1,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 2575 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 4-30-14; 

Previous Sale: $78,000, 12-05-75
17 El Rincon, $950,000, 1 Bdrms, 1678 SqFt, 1928 YrBlt, 5-8-14; 

Previous Sale: $347,000, 04-25-97
14 Monterey Terrace, $3,461,500, 5 Bdrms, 6030 SqFt, 1991 YrBlt, 4-30-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,480,000, 03-01-96
63 Moraga Via, $1,410,000, 4 Bdrms, 2662 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 5-6-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,173,000, 11-25-08
119 Moraga Way, $785,000, 3 Bdrms, 1407 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 4-30-14; 

Previous Sale: $779,000, 11-10-04
54 Morello Place, $1,297,500, 5-1-14
36 Owl Hill Road, $1,277,500, 4 Bdrms, 2555 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 5-5-14; 

Previous Sale: $650,000, 11-16-01
112 Ravenhill Road, $980,000, 2 Bdrms, 2060 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 5-7-14; 

Previous Sale: $850,000, 06-01-07
108 Scenic Drive, $1,647,000, 4 Bdrms, 2497 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 4-30-14; 

Previous Sale: $610,000, 08-29-95
14 Silverwood Court, $1,545,000, 6 Bdrms, 4669 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 5-2-14; 

Previous Sale: $820,000, 06-05-98
6 Sleepy Hollow Court, $2,141,500, 4 Bdrms, 2620 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 5-8-14
103 Sleepy Hollow Lane, $1,650,000, 3 Bdrms, 2378 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 5-2-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,205,000, 11-21-03
5 Via Corte, $1,315,000, 5 Bdrms, 3024 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 5-2-14; 

Previous Sale: $805,000, 07-18-01
35 Via Hermosa, $1,025,000, 5 Bdrms, 1950 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 4-29-14; 

Previous Sale: $394,500, 03-28-97
208 the Knoll, $855,000, 2 Bdrms, 2116 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 4-29-14; 

Previous Sale: $735,500, 05-08-08
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3425 Shangri La Road, Lafayette

• 5 Bedrooms
• 3.5 Bathrooms 
• One Acre Lot
• Fully-Equipped Private 

Studio Retreat
• Solar-Heated Pool
• Scenic Hillside Vistas

Tiffany 
Stechschulte
510.499.6835
tiffany@tiffanystecks.com
Cal BRE#01442277

See tour & video: 3425ShangriLa.com

Tiffany Stechschulte Presents:

Stunning Tuscan Villa Estate

925.997.6808
Amy@KurtPiperGroup.com
www.KurtPiperGroup.com
License #: 01433269

Amy Price

Coming Soon!
15 Blackberry Court, Lafayette

On a quiet cul de sac in Reliez Valley, this traditional one story beautifully 
remodeled 5BR/4BA plus au pair or o�ce space exudes charm and 

elegance.  Enjoy the .45± acre flat yard with sparkling pool and rose garden. 





Wednesday, June 4, 2014                     925-377-0977               www.lamorindaweekly.com OUR HOMES         LAMORINDA WEEKLY                 Pag  e:     D13

Cynthia Brianís Gardening Guide for June
“Nature. Cheaper than therapy.” ~ Source unknown
By Cynthia Brian
Why is it when we surrender our “busyness” to get outside in nature, we feel better?
Researchers have found that going into the garden, hiking, biking, or strolling in the
countryside, bird watching, or animal petting triggers the release of endorphins and
oxytocin that activate the pleasure center in our brain. When you spend time in the
outdoors you experience a deep feeling of well-being and relaxation. Close contact
with nature improves health while increasing self-esteem and confidence. Mother
Nature is the ultimate teacher providing a foundation for life-long learning that nour-
ishes the senses. Indulging in “green activities” reconnects us to ourselves, one an-
other, our kids, and the natural world. Nature soothes, restores, and heals.  Our
stressed, depressed, or anxiety-ridden moods are elevated to refreshed, peaceful,
and balanced. The next time you are feeling blue, go green and talk to a plant.  We
can all use a little Vitamin N (as in Nature)!

•         EMPTY all standing water from containers to stop mosquitoes from invading
in this dry year. If the bloodsuckers are biting, check out the Thermacell prod-
ucts, including a portable protector. A copy of the natural insecticide found in
chrysanthemums is vaporized to create a 15 by 15 foot zone of protection.
www.thermacell.com 

•         BOOST your immune system and stave off diseases including diabetes, heart
disease, and cancers by growing and eating leafy greens, broccoli, apples, beans,
onions, garlic, leeks, and tomatoes.

•         PULL ivy from trees as ivy strangles and kills. Ivy also is a haven for rats and
mice.

•         ELEVATE your palate by including home grown fennel, also known as sweet
anise, into your recipes. The aromatic feathery fronds are pretty in the garden
while the thick bulbs are delicious! If flower stalks begin to form, pinch them
off to direct the plant’s energy to the bulb.

•         SAVE our pollinators by creating habitats that support and nourish them.  
•         MAKE noise before putting your hand into a hidden space such as your irri-

gation controls as snakes are slithering about in this dry, warm weather, in-
cluding rattlers.

•         DON’T overlook the common petunia for lasting beauty and deer resistant
lantana. Both are available in luscious pink, purple, orange, red, and white. But-
terflies will swarm to the bright yellow and gold lantana.

•         PRUNE butterfly bush after the blossoms fade to encourage another round
of blooms for fall.

•         STIR fried, sautéed, or just tossed in a fresh salad, the green tops of radishes, car-
rots, turnips, and beets are pleasantly earthy, peppery, and most of all nutritious!

•         PINCH spent petunia petals to enable repeat blooming through fall.
•         REFILL birdfeeders weekly to ensure that the flyers spend the summer with

you.
... continued on page D14

Nasturtiums deter cucumber beetles, whiteflies, and squash bugs plus the entire
plant is edible and makes long lasting cut flowers.             Photos Cynthia Brian

Bl
ue Ridge

Landscape Company Inc.
Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

925-258-9233
cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED
INSURED
Lic# 818633
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Cynthia Brianís Gardening Guide for June
... continued from page D13

•         CREATE unique bouquets and arrangements for your graduation and Father’s
Day festivities with natural elements from your personal flowerbeds.

•         SWING on a hammock under a tree for a soothing dose of relaxing nature
therapy.

•         GIVE dad a green gift on Father’s Day that he’ll enjoy for years to come. Per-
haps a blueberry bush for healthy antioxidant eating or a beautiful bougainvil-
lea to enliven the backyard fence.   

•         PRINT personalized coupons to help with the weeding, watering, and digging
as another great gift idea for all gardening dads.  Mother Nature will thank you.

•         PLANT cilantro, lettuces, and basil in containers for easy reach for your culi-
nary treats.

•         CHECK your irrigation timers to make sure they are working properly and set
to early morning or evening, but not during the day. Twice a week watering is
sufficient for most gardens and will help you conserve our H20.

•         PROTECT your plants from hungry hunters as food gets scarce during the
dry summer months by installing wire cages, netting, or repellents. No plant
is 100 percent deer or rabbit proof.

• TREAT diseases with organic remedies. Neem oil and plant based cures
are recommended.

• CELEBRATE summer by encouraging children to sow easy-to-grow sun-
flowers. Press the seeds into the soil, add water, and watch the wizardry
that can surpass 16 feet!

• PULL onions for salads and grilling.
• TOLERATE minor aphid infestation to allow lady beetles (aka ladybugs)

and “aphid lions” lacewing larvae to do their beneficial pest control. The
good bugs only stick around when they have an infested buffet to feed on.

• USE the lily pad shaped petals of nasturtiums as serving dishes for appe-
tizers as they are deliciously edible.

• THINK ahead to Halloween and Thanksgiving now by sowing your pump-
kin seeds directly into the enriched, fertilized ground before mid-June.

• DRIVE carefully through neighborhoods as school is soon out for the sum-
mer and kids are enjoying the outdoors.

Congratulations to our Lamorinda graduates of all ages and the beautiful June
brides and grooms. Wishing the men a joyful Daddy’s Day too! Enjoy a warm,
fun-filled June!

Happy Gardening and Happy Growing.

A hanging pot of petunias brightens any patio.

Family owned in Moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

& Landscaping

Advance Tree Service can re-place lawns and upgrade irrigation systems, replace bender
boards and add plants and flowers in only a few days. Don’t waste water on an old lawn
- a new and healthy lawn will not only look better but will save you water as well. 
Landscaping can add value and curb appeal. Good landscaping doesn’t have to be
time consuming or expensive. With the right plan and some creativity, you can easily
be the envy of all your neighbors.

Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)

Lic.: #611120

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

Does your yard look tired? 
Do you have weeds and your lawn has dead or dry spots?



Thank you for recycling this paper. It is printed on
at least 50% recycled material and vegetable

based ink and should be recycled again. 

Mock orange tree attracts the bees.

©2014
Cynthia Brian
The Goddess Gardener
StarStyle® Productions, LLC
Cynthia@goddessgardener.com
http://www.goddessgardener.com
(925) 377-7827
Cynthia is available as a speaker and consultant.

family owned since 1933
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Landscape Planning, Design & Construction - Exceeding Your Expectations

OFFICE: ���������������CELL: �����	��	

�
Call Today For Your Free Consultation

www.nlcontractors.net

Mention this ad for

15%Off*
 Planting & Irrigation Work
*Exp. 6-30-13. Not valid with other offers
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54 Diablo View Drive Enjoy
beautiful setting, one level living,
quality craftsmanship w/Marvin
windows/patio doors, Wolf range &
Subzero appliances. Gorgeous
gardens, patios, privacy & stunning
views. $969,000

56 Dolores Way Set on a
picturesque, oak studded knoll
w/Mt. Diablo views is this charming
single-story home w/3bd+ofc & fam
rm & 2.5ba. Located in popular Del
Rey area on quiet cul-de-sac. Short
walk to schools. $1,049,000

42 La CrestaWalk to Del Rey! 4
bd+bonus/3 ba, 2469 sq. ft. home on
.45 acre. This home has it all, open
floor plan, flat lawn, large deck,
around the corner from 12 years of top
rated schools.

$1,095,000

8 Via San Inigo Quiet nature
surrounds this spacious 4bd/3ba
2840 sf home on .52 acre. Best of
both worlds, with easy access to
Orinda, Berkeley & Tilden Park.
Level yard, great patio & VIEWS!

$1,150,000

62 Van Tassel Lane Charm
abounds in this 4bd/3.5ba, 3422 sq.
ft. traditional on .68 acre in Sleepy
Hollow. Formal LR & DR; eat-in
kitchen/ family combo; master
retreat with large separate office;
and den/study room. $1,295,000

2 Los Altos Road Experience
living on private .27ac lush setting in
sought-after Country Club area.
Remodeled 4bd/2.5ba of apx. 3035sf.
Vaulted ceilings, kitchen/family rm,
deluxe master suite. Beautifully
landscaped. $1,575,000

259 Sundown Terrace Fabulous
3560sf Orinda Downs one lvl custom
w/4 spacious bdrms, grand piano sized
living rm, formal dining. Beaut. private
.8ac creekside estate setting with
sparkling pool, expansive lawn &
decking. $1,899,000

3 Canyon View Drive Truly a
special setting on 1.36 ac w/grassy
lawns, privacy & tranquility. Gorgeous
remodeled home of incredible design
integrity, fabulous amenities, quality
features. Bonus 1 bd/1ba w/kit.
cottage. $2,050,000

645 Miner Road Inviting trad.
w/sep. guest apt, ideally situated at
bottom of cul de sac in desirable
Sleepy Hollow school district.
Incredible kit. w/granite counters &
central island. Priv. mstr suite. Pool
& mature redwoods. $2,750,000

1392 Camino Peral Updated 3
bedroom, 2.5 bathroom townhome.
New carpet, fresh paint, and
minutes from Library, Park, Trails
& transportation.

$525,000

720 Augusta DriveMoraga
Country Club Plan 3 with 2 bedrooms
and 2 and a half bathrooms. Serene
lagoon setting, minutes from pools,
tennis courts, golf course, & Club
House.

$739,000

27 Via Barcelona Situated at end
of private cul de sac, 5bd/3.5ba,
3129sf hm offers great views &
convenient loc. Updated open granite
kit/fam rm, bamboo flrs, dual panes,
cathedral ceilings. Wrap around deck,
level lawn. $995,000

1056 Sanders Drive Beautiful
spacious home on level .23ac.
4bd/2.5ba, lots of wood flooring, bay
windows, skylights, formal dining,
large living rm. Fam. rm off patio,
pool, spa, everything to make your
summer wonderful. $1,125,000

500 Rheem Blvd. Gorgeous
4bd/4ba, 3996sf gated Napa/
Mediterranean on 10.68 ac built in
2004! Vineyard w/275 bearing vines
& temp controlled cellar &
fermentation rm; barn w/2 stables;
outdoor kitchen. $1,959,000

3300 Betty Lane Desirable
Lafayette Estates! Walk to schls &
Laf. bike trail from this beautifully
remodeled 3bd/2ba + sep. ofc hm.
Lovely hdwd flrs, full of natural light.
Lvl yd w/inviting patios, play &
entertaining areas. $945,000

387 Odin Place Cul-de-sac
location, 3 bedroom & 2 bathroom
home with hardwood floors, dual
pane windows, new HVAC. Walk to
Vahalla elementary. 

$569,000

New ListingNew Listing New Listing

New ListingNew Listing New ListingNew Listing

New Listing New Listing

New Listing New Listing New Listing

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby

Joan Cleveland
Shannon Conner

Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans

Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng

Art Lehman
Charles Levine

Erin Martin
April Matthews
Karen Murphy

Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith

Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell

Clark ompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Terri Bates Walker

Ann Ward
Dan Weil

Margaret Zucker

L amorinda’s  L eading Independent  Real  Estate  Firm

facebook.com/VillageAssociates

twitter.com/villageassoc 

THE VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES:

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Sunday Open Homes
93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 • Orinda, CA 94563 • Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com  Click on




