
New faces turned out for the July
2 Orinda City Council meeting at

which residents and elected officials
mulled Miner Road's potential utility
undergrounding. Interest in the issue
spiked after council members directed
staff and Pacific Gas & Electric repre-
sentatives to find a way to get the proj-
ect back on track following the
unexpected notice from PG&E in April
that it “could not proceed due to esca-
lated construction costs.”

      
According to the staff report, the

city has $2.2 million available in Rule
20A credits to help fund the cost of un-
dergrounding “and can borrow up to
five years of future allocations esti-
mated at $350,000 for a total of $2.55
million.” In addition, “PG&E has been
coordinating with Contra Costa
County to secure a loan of $150,000
(up to a maximum of $500,000) of
their Rule 20A credits to supplement
this project.” 

      
So the latest plan would scythe

$1.7 million from the $4.7 million tab
originally projected by allowing
PG&E to reduce the area to be under-
grounded – from Camino Pablo to
Camino Sobrante rather than Lom-
bardy Lane – and to cut traffic control

expenses. Instead of keeping one lane
open with flaggers, each segment of
Miner Road where the underground-
ing is occurring would be closed to all
traffic (except school buses and resi-
dents living within the construction
area) from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
weekdays at the time that segment is
under construction. During the proj-
ect’s estimated eight to 10 month com-
pletion, five segments of Miner Road
are projected to be impacted at differ-
ent times. 

      
“The first order of business was to

really take a look at this project and see
how we could build the project for the
community with the funds that were
available,” said PG&E’s project man-
ager, Linda Swartz. “We did come up
with some engineering changes, and
also worked in partnership with the city
on some restoration and traffic issues.”
In addition to eliminating a segment of
Miner Road from the plan, PG&E
would cut out the related mainline
trenching there as well, “which means
that those utility poles would remain.”
Additionally, 11 service recipients
would not receive the underground
service as originally planned.

      
“In working with the city, we do

have some options on closing the road
– doing the construction in sections to
minimize the impact to residents as
much as we can.” PG&E also changed
the mainline trenching requirements to
restore the street while using less
paving. “We did look really long and
hard at this project and we think that
the revised scope is the most feasible
scope – and the scope that’s going to
give you the most poles removed with
the money that you have.”

      
Council members noted that they

had received a number of calls and
emails from residents concerned about
the initiative. Eight residents also ex-
pressed their opposition, in person, to
aspects of the project ranging from the
potential removal of trees and other
vegetation by PG&E to the potential
danger posed to drivers and walkers by
rerouting the 6,000 trips made daily by
drivers from Miner Road onto Camino
Sobrante.

      
The undergrounding item was

agendized for discussion purposes
only. No action was taken. As of press
time, council members planned to
conduct another public discussion of
the matter Aug. 5.

      
(See the May 7 article, “From On

to Off Track,” in our online archive at
www.lamorindaweekly.com for a re-
view of how PG&E and the city
reached this point.)
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Your home may be worth more than you think!

ORINDA $3,900,000
4/4.2. Rare opportunity to buy newer
estate plus two adjacent lots. Gated, wine
cellar, gorgeous grounds w/pool & more!
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $1,998,000
5/3. Half acre park-like setting. CLASSIC
traditional updated throughout. Close
to schools, town and highways.
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

MORAGA $1,140,000
3/2. Lovely one story contemporary
with great views. Lrg rear patio, great
for entertaining.
Jerry Wendt CalBRE#00178259

ORINDA $975,000
4/2.5. Nostalgic Cape Cod nestled on a
creek side lot, w/a flat lawn & an
updated interior.
Patti Camras CalBRE#01156248

MORAGA $785,000
3/2. Open floor plan, updated kitchen &
baths, grab your clubs and enjoy a fun
yard with putting green.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $2,395,000
5/3. Gorgeous European inspired villa.
Dramatic 2 sty entry. Infinity pool,
cabana & wine cellar.
Glenn & Kellie Beaubelle CalBRE#00678426

MORAGA $995,000
2/2. Pristine remodel with high end
Premier appliances, views from gracious
living spaces, front and back yard.
Lana Fitzpatrick CalBRE#01805218

LAFAYETTE $1,850,000
6/4. Spacious Custom Home! 5112 sqft
on .31 acre lot on a cul-de-sac, large
bonus room, gourmet kitchen.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $839,000
2/2. 2 bedroom plus an office.
Remodeled and private. Flat yard. Very
popular neighborhood.
Jim Ellis CalBRE#00587326

ORINDA $2,295,900
5/4.5. New Construction. STUNNING
two story Spanish home w/open floor
plan.
Glenn & Kellie Beaubelle CalBRE#00678426

ORINDA $1,749,000
4/3.5. Orinda Downs Luxury through
and through. Private deck w/hot tub off
Mstr.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $2,185,000
5/5.5. 4378 approx. sf. Elegant Tuscan
villa with top quality finishes and
amenities. Pano views.
David Pierce CalBRE# 00964185

LAFAYETTE $1,599,000
3/2. Traditional rancher in sought after
Happy Valley. .65 flat acre lot offers large
lawns, a pool and pool house.
Finola Fellner CalBRE#01428834

ORINDA $998,000
4/3. Approx. 2300 sq. feet. Downtown
location with spectacular views.

Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

MORAGA $839,000
2/3.5. Lovely MCC Townhome. 2,353
apprx SF, 2 car garage, 2 story,
Extended FR & Laundry.
Jason Evans CalBRE#01887768

ORINDA $1,099,000
Lovely updated single level home.  1986
sqft 3 Br. + den, 2 Ba with gardens & great
views.    
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

californiamoves.com

ORINDA $3,550,000
4/3. By Appt. Only. Serene contemporary
villa built in 1990 on 1.3 ac with amazing
gardens, vistas & privacy.
The Hattersley’s CalBRE# 01181995/00445794
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ORINDA $1,250,000
4/3. Beautfiully remodeled single level
home in the Orinda Country Club.
Hwd floors throughout.
Zimmank/Neale CalBRE#00469962/01441356

ORINDA $1,595,000
4/2+. Incredible private lot. Fab
home/yard near 4th fairway. A gardeners
paradise. Grt loc.
Shellie Kirby CalBRE#01251227

ORINDA $2,398,000
5/4.5. Fabulous Traditional Orinda
Home set on 2.5 Acres and Private Cul
De Sac.
Finola Fellner CalBRE#01428834

LAFAYETTE $1,798,000
4/5. Remodeled treasure near the trail.
Den, bonus room and an attached unit.

Kathy McCann CalBRE#00946092

ORINDA $1,750,000
4/3. Orinda Country Club Home with
Carmel Modern Architecture Never
Before on the Market!
Maureen Wilbur     CalBRE#01268536
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