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Orinda

Civic News
Public Meetings

City Council
Tuesday, Aug. 5, 7 p.m.

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Aug. 12, 7 p.m.

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Citizens' Infrastructure

Oversight Commission

Wednesday, Aug. 13, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room,
22 Orinda Way

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

Wednesday, July 30, 2014

Maureen

Wilbur
Direct: (925)253-631 |

CalBRE #01268536

Two Beacon Ridge

Townhomes

Available Soon!

Looking to downsize from your large
Lamorinda home? These two homes
will be available in the coming
months. For more information
contact Maureen Wilbur.

Maureen@MaureenWilbur.com www.MaureenWilbur.com

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304

Orinda Police
Department

Incident Summary
Report, July 6 to July 19

Alarms 67
Arson

10 block Candlestick Rd
Auto Burglary

100 block Las Vegas Rd

Wilder BI/Hwy 24 (2)

60 block Brookwood Rd (7)
Residential Burglary

60 block Tara Rd (2)

30 block St Stephen’s Dr

10 block Southwood Dr
Disturbance

20 block Orinda Wy

Sleepy Hollow School

10 block Via Farallon

100 block Orchard Rd

70 block El Toyonal
DUI

Safeway
Grand Theft

40 block Lost Valley Dr
Fireworks

10 block Van Tassel Ln
Neighbor Dispute

60 block Scenic Dr
Panhandling

60 block Orinda Wy
Petty Theft

30 block Charles Hill Rd

30 block Via Floreado

Safeway (from vehicle)
Public Nuisance

80 block La Espiral

200 block Village Sq
Reckless Driving

Camino Pablo/Brookwood Rd

Safeway

St Stephens Dr/Via Floreado

Camino Pablo/Miner Rd

EB Hwy 24

100 block Oak Rd

Moraga Wy
Shoplift

10 block Camino Sobrante
Suspicious:

Circumstances 18

Person 20

Vehicle 36
Traffic Stops 165

Orindans Envision Their Future

By Laurie Snyder

Longtime Orindan, Laurie Reich,
was one of more than a dozen resi-
dents who addressed the Orinda
City Council July 15, providing input
about the city's General Plan and
Housing Element.
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€€ rinda “Village’ led me to

Google this term. [ learned
that in medieval times the difference
between a village and a town is that
the latter has a wall. Part of our plan
for a vibrant 21st century Orinda is to
reject the notion that our semi-rural
values demand that we erect a wall
around ourselves. We should see that
our quality of life and our economic
health as a village depends on our
welcoming those who so far have
been excluded: outsiders, youth (in-
cluding 20-somethings), those who

work in this community but cannot
hope to live here, people who do not
look like the average Orindan. Being
the 2nd Friendly [sic] City in America
should mean more than having a great
4th of July parade.”

That statement was one of dozens
sent to city leaders as Orinda began
its latest Housing Element and Envi-
ronmental Impact Report (EIR)
preparation. From “NO NEW
HOUSING. I like Orinda as it is,” to
“We look like a 1960s theme village
where change and improvements is
[sic] a bad thing,” Orinda City Coun-
cil members heard it all during their
meeting July 15.

According to staff’s report, “The
California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) requires a reasonable
range of alternatives to be considered
in EIRs where the project would re-
sult in one or more significant im-
pacts on the environment.” With
public input, staff identified three
housing site alternatives for the ele-
ment’s EIR review “based on (1) ad-
equate land area at the ‘default
density’ to accommodate the City’s
share of the Regional Housing Need
Allocation for lower income house-
holds and (2) a preliminary review
by staff of their feasibility.”

The alternatives, which could
change if environmental impacts are

identified, were: “‘Santa Maria Church
(no change from existing zoning
which allows 80 units), Country Club
Village — Mixed-use residential and
commercial redevelopment of the
portion of the Village bound by
Camino Sobrante, Orinda Way and
Camino Pablo (zoning to allow ap-
proximately 80 residential units),”
and sites at the Orinda Community,
St. John the Evangelist, and Holy
Shepard churches with zoning to
allow roughly 22,42, and 16 units, re-
spectively, at those properties. The
city will also, as required by CEQA,
“evaluate the potential environmental
impacts of the ‘no project’ alterna-
tive.””” Staff also noted that Orinda’s
current RHNA —227 units — could ac-
tually be accommodated within exist-
ing zoning.

In response to council questions
regarding how the alternatives came
to be proposed, planning director Em-
manuel Ursu explained that the pre-
liminary list was derived from a
17-site inventory identified via the
Housing Element’s fourth review
cycle plus public input received dur-
ing the last several months. St. John’s
was the first on 2013’s list of 17 sites.
He then identified the remaining 16
plus others proposed by residents, and
explained why the sites were deemed
feasible or not. Cal Shakes wasn’t vi-

able, for example, because it isn’t lo-
cated within the City of Orinda.

Some who attended the July 15
meeting continued to criticize the
city’s process, but an equal number
told city leaders to broaden Orinda’s
housing options. “My major concern
is that we don’t have housing that our
children and grandchildren can af-
ford,” said one. A product of Orinda’s
Pine Grove Elementary School, Cam-
polindo High and Cal, she returned
roughly two decades ago because she
loves Orinda. “I just retired from the
government. | would now be consid-
ered moderate to low income even
though I was low six figures and an
area director.” Of lower income hous-
ing, she observed, “It does not mean
druggies or people with guns. It
means your neighbors that have been
here for 19, 20, 30, 40, 50 years. Their
children, their grandchildren could
have an opportunity to live in this
community and enjoy the atmos-
phere.”

Once the element-EIR drafts are
completed, the public will have 45
days to comment. Staff hopes to then
send the drafts to California’s Hous-
ing and Community Development
department in October for a required
60-day review before scheduling fur-
ther public meetings before the Plan-
ning Commission and City Council.

Orinda Arts and Parks Make Lives Better
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Artists and art lovers came to-
gether again July 15 to court
the Muse and commune with
Mother Nature at the Orinda Arts
Council’s popular annual Arts in
Bloom Festival. This summer’s
“String of Pearls” — uplifting con-
certs in the park, festive family
movie nights and marvelously mur-
derous moments of mystery theatre
— has been inspiring singles to min-
gle and generations to bond as they
bounce to the beat of big bands and
blues brothers. The Orinda Com-
munity Park is now one of the San
Francisco Bay Area’s coolest spots
to be for hot summer entertainment
thanks to the City of Orinda’s Parks
and Recreation Department, and
Orinda’s Arts Council, Rotary,
Community Foundation, and Com-
munity Center Auxiliary.

L. Snyder

Thank you for

recycling this paper.
Itis printed on at
least 50% recycled
material and
vegetable based ink
and should be
recycled again.

SWIM

Kumon of Moraga

The UPS Store
Moraga

Maui Wowi
Hawaiian Coffee and Smoothies

Total Clean

Triple Ring Technologies

MIRAMONTE

Good luck to all our OMPA Swimmers!

MSCwould like to thank our community sponsors
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GO GATORS

CLUB

Penninis

Massage Envy Spa

Lamorinda

Golden Palace

Chinese and Japanese Restaurant
Nick's Auto

Lafayette Academy






