Wednesday, September 10, 2014

The Amazing Race, Lafayette-Style

By Cathy Tyson
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Contestants ready for adventure on the first LPIE Amazing Race.

ith a can-do attitude, com-

fortable sneakers, smart-
phones and a list of supplies that
included water, a first aid kit, a foot-
ball and a variety of crazy items just
to throw off participants, 32 brave
souls, eight teams of four people each,
got started on the Amazing Race, a
fundraiser for the Lafayette Partners
in Education (LPIE). As contestants
were poised and ready to run, the race
officially began with a welcome and
review of specific instructions by
Mark Gundacker at the Acalanes
High School flag pole. What followed
was a chaotic search for the first clue,
leading participants on a mad dash to
find four T-shirts of the same color to
designate their team. However, there
were a total of 32 shirts spread out
randomly and hidden all over the
Acalanes High School football sta-
dium —a not so subtle heads-up about
the remainder of the event.

The premise of both the TV show
and the fundraiser is for teams to race
around the world, or in this case
Lafayette, and complete unusual
tasks; when each task is completed,
teams get their next clue and so on to
the finish line. Thanks to the deep
pockets of network television — win-
ners crossing the line first on TV re-
ceive $1 million. In Lafayette,
winners — spoiler alert, mentioned at
the end of this story — get to “enjoy
the glory of'it all,” says one of the or-
ganizers, Suzy Pak, and of course
bragging rights.

Gundacker spelled out the infor-
mation teams received in each enve-
lope, route information, detours the
team had to participate in and road
blocks which are only done by one
team member. Conveniently there
were four road blocks, one per team
member. Similar to the television
show, despite specific instructions,
some folks neglected to fully grasp

what was being requested and had to
repeat portions of a challenge or take
a time penalty.

Teams with names like “What
Was I Thinking?” and “Let’s Get it
Done” paid to play with all the pro-
ceeds benefitting LPIE. Teams that
were completely stuck could phone
an organizer who would sell them a
clue for an additional $50 donation to
LPIE.

The Amazing Race fundraiser
event started out four years ago at
Springhill Elementary School, grow-
ing in popularity, and this year spread-
ing to include all Lafayette schools.
Organizers spent months planning,
carefully wording instructions and
rustling up support from generous
merchants. LPIE is run by parent vol-
unteers to expand educational oppor-
tunities for students from kindergarten
through senior year at Acalanes. The
educational foundation consistently
supports and enriches the education
of kids in Lafayette with funds going
to science, math, music, art, technol-
ogy, foreign language and more.
Some residents may be more familiar
with the group’s prior name, LASF or
Lafayette Art and Science Foundation
which changed in 2010 to LPIE.

Once T-shirts were found, com-
petitors had to complete a three-
legged style walk (actually
five-legged walk) that linked all four
team members around the track, with
the T-shirts tied around ankles — defi-
nitely a learning curve there — then on
to kick field goals, apparently a job
many middle-aged parents weren’t
familiar with. At this point, team teal
T-shirt was off to an early lead.

In what turned out to be a very
full afternoon, teams had tasks all
over town; one task cleverly had them
look for a message somewhere on
Golden Gate Way.
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Saint Mary's College Museum of Art

Three New Exhibitions

Now through September 21+

SAINT
MARY'S

COLLEGE

CALIFOE LA

Accredited by the American
Association of Museums and Galleries

The Native American
Collection of
Roger Epperson

By Invitation Only:
Revealing the Landscape

80 works of art,
including
paintings,
drawings,

photography and

sculpture, by 29

artists representing
an impressive

variety and range
of landscape.

Edward S.
Curtis,

Bear Bull -
Blackfoot,
1926,
photogravure
on Japanese
vellum, 15 x 11
inches,
Collection of
Roger Epperson
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Jack Mendenhall, Woman in White Hat, Waikiki, 2014,
oil on canvas, 36 x 48 inches, Courtesy of Bernarducci
Meisel Gallery, NYC and the Artist

Over 30 works including photography,
etchings, drawings and paintings by esteemed
artists Edward S. Curtis, Maynard Dixon, Roi

Partridge and more.
Willard Dixon, The Avenues, 2014, oil on canvas, 27 x 54 inches, Courtesy the Artist

The Collector’s Eye:
Early California Landscapes and Still Lifes

Selections from three
major Bay Area art
collections on view.
Work includes early
California landscapes

Samuel Marsden
Brooks,
Sacramento
River Fish,

1872, oil on
canvas 24 x 29

Armin
Hansen,
Return to
Ship, oil on
canvas, 7 x 8

and still lifes by Armin inches, Promised | 3/4 inches.
Hansen, William gift from the Collection of
Coulter and Samuel James and fobnland
Charlene Harvey Marilyn
Marsden Brooks. Collection _| Thurau

Public Hours: Wed — Sun, 11 am-4:30 pm. Museum Admission: Adults $5;
Members and K-12 graders Free; Parking Free
Phone: 925-631-4379 Website: stmarys-ca.edu/museum

CLINIQUE

BONUS

Paint the town pretty.

Free* in your 7— piece qift.
Your Bonus with any Clinique

purchase of $27.00 or more
A $70.00 value.

YOUR BONUS INCLUDES:
BONUS EXCLUSIVE Cosmetic Bag,
Turnaround Overnight Radiance
Moisturizer, Dramatically Different
Moisturizing Lotion+
BONUS EXCLUSIVE Clinique Colour
Compact, Different Lipstick in

A Different Grape, Lash Doubling
Mascara in Black, Take The
Day Off Makeup Remover
For Lids, Lashes & Lips

Lafayette

Plaza Center
(925) 283-3380

Danville

Town & Country
(925) 837-0261
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*Quantities are limited. One Bonus to a Client, please, per event. While supplies last.

CLINIQUE

Alerdy Tested. 100% Fragrance Free

Auburn

Next to SaveMart & CVS
(530) 885-0500

Montclair

6211 Medau PI., Oakland
(510) 339-2210

Countrywood

718-C Bancroft Rd.
(925) 935-9300






