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With Lamorinda’s hilly terrain,
certain roads can be difficult
for drivers to navigate, but these roads
can go from tricky to treacherous
when motorists share them with bicy-
clists. “We’ve had some serious con-
flicts with the large number of
bicyclists on Canyon Road,” says
Moraga Chief of Police Bob Priebe.
“Unfortunately conflicts between cy-
clists and motorists sometimes be-
come serious, and we’ve had a car
push a bicyclist off the road.”

Last week California Gov. Jerry
Brown signed the Three Feet for
Safety Act that requires motorists to
pass a bicycle at a distance of no less
than 3 feet, and states that if a motorist
does not have enough space to pass
the bicycle due to traffic or roadway
conditions, the driver should slow to
aspeed that is reasonable and prudent,
and may pass only when doing so will
not endanger the safety of the cyclist.

Local bike groups and law en-
forcement agencies believe the new
law will reduce the number of inci-

dents involving these types of vehi-
cles.

“This is an important step in pro-
tecting cyclists and making sure their
rights will be respected,” says Brad
Crane of BikeLafayette —a new Sus-
tainable Lafayette group that aims to
bring bicyclists of all ages, abilities
and interest together to encourage and
celebrate cycling. “Now the police
will have something to enforce. This
will hopefully increase the level of
safety and respect bicycles get from
cars.”

Crane says most motorists in
Lamorinda are very courteous with
bicyclists and give them the right of
way, but there are still some danger-
ous situations on large arterials, when
cars and trucks are moving fast, and
sometimes vehicles make right turns
without seeing bicycles coming up
the bike lane. “There is a gray area be-
tween motorists and cyclists and how
they merge and behave at stop signs,”
he says. “There is still a need for more
rules to protect bicyclists involved in
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incidents with motorists.” He believes
motorists who injure or even some-
times kill a bicyclist are often not
prosecuted if the event is classified as
an incident and not a violation.

The new state law will be en-
forced only if an officer observes an
infringement.

“Only if an officer sees the infrac-
tion, can he file a violation,” says
Priebe. The fine is set at $35, but
Priebe warns that county and state
taxes are added to that amount. If a
bicyclist is injured in a collision, and
the driver is in violation of the Three
Feet for Safety Act, the fine rises to
$220. Priebe also reminds bicyclists
that they should be following the
same rules as other vehicles: stopping
at stop signs, obeying traffic lights,
and riding on the right side of the
road.

For specific information about the
Three Feet for Safety Act, wvisit
http://’www.dmv.ca.gov/pubs/vctop/d
11/vc21760.htm.
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New Bike Law Protects Local Cyclists
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Olympic Corridor Trail Connector
Study:

Connecting the Iron Horse Regional Trail and
Lafayette-Moraga Trail

Contra Costa County, the City of Lafayette and the City of Walnut
Creek are investigating adding a bike and pedestrian path that
would connect the Lafayette-Moraga Trail to the Iron Horse
Regional Trail. Different options and routes are under
consideration. For more information, or to participate in the
study, go to http://www.co.contra-costa.ca.us/ 4560/Olympic-
Corridor-Trail-Connector-Study/trailconnectorstudy.

TASTING TUESDAYS AT SHELBYS

Join us every Tuesday from
5:30pm-8:00pm for wine tasting
in our outdoor seating area. Enjoy
the last days of this great weather
tasting great wines from Napa and
around the world.
$5.00 tasting fee

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS
925 254 9687

Kindergarten through graduation...MEF is there!

Kiwanis of Moraga

Bay Alarm

Sports Basement
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FOUNDATION HERO ($5,000 +)
Fore Our Schools Foundation

Valley

The Olsen Team - Village Associates Real Estate
Stanley Cantor Philanthropic Fund of

The Jewish Community Foundation of the East Bay
Wells Fargo Foundation

PRINCIPAL’'S CIRCLE ($2,500 - $4,999)

Shelly Muray - Digital Designs

Lana Fitzpatrick - Coldwell Banker

John Heinzel - Lamorinda Real Estate Company
Murrin & Associates LLC

Coldwell Banker

Mike Rose's Auto Body, Inc
Moraga Chamber of Commerce
Moraga Country Club

West Coast Property Management / The Andresen Family

GOLD PARTNERS ($1,000 - $2,499)

Arroz Con Leche - Spanish Instruction
Joan Evans & Angie Evans Traxinger - Village Associates Real Estate
Soraya Golesorkhi -

THANK YOU MEF 2013-2014 BUSINESS & COMMUNITY SPONSORS

Please support our business and community sponsors. They are part of a passionate community dedicated
to ensuring an excellent education for all our children from kindergarten through graduation.

SILVER PARTNERS ($500 - $999)
AAAAA Rent-A-Space

Cameron L. Aboudara, D.D.S.
Camille's Fine Art

Cookie Javinsky - Coldwell Banker
Paul Kratter, Artist

MK Productions

Moraga Lions Club

Moraga Rotary Foundation
Moraga Veterinary Hospital
John Ogro, D.D.S.

Total Clean

BRONZE PARTNERS ($250 - $499)

Chef Chao Restaurant

Clean Solar, Inc.

Elena Hood Real Estate Group - Coldwell Banker
Scott D. Lothamer, D.D.S.

Moraga Movers

Professional Eyecare Optometry

Lozano Smith, LLP

PARTNERS (UP TO $249)
Cindy Raleigh Fine Art
Dr. Gosia Kossakowski - Piano Instruction

Tara Rochlin, Broker - Village Associates Real Estate

Teresa Onoda, Artist

Lynda Snell & Jeff Snell - Village Associates Real Estate Jon Sammann, D.D.S.

Twist & Twirl Consulting / Eliot Smyrl & Family
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