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 Paul Kephart   Master Craftsman

 www.TheCabinetMd.com

 BEFORE

 AFTER

 W  ith over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can

 alter or modify  most cabinetry,  while still 

 utilizing your existing cabinetry for: 

 • Large Screen, HD/Plasma TV’s

 • Oversized, built-in Refrigerators

 • Redesigns/Alterations 

 Thinking about  home, office, entertainment, custom 

 cabinetry, shelving, crown mouldings ,  baseboards , 

 new  doors  or  mantels ? We can help there, too!

 Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

 925.827. 1 093

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,
crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395
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“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin
Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 
Moraga Resident

Lamorinda
Closets
Organized for Life

Got Closets? Get Organized!

Lamorinda Closets can help
you update and reorganize
the closets in your home

Kevin Healey, Owner

Call Kevin today 
925.451.6436
and ask for a 

free consultation

3330 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 307 • Lafayette
Kevin@LamorindaClosets.com

LamorindaClosets.com

Saving the Pear Orchard
By Sophie Braccini

Volunteers spent last weekend pruning a 101-year-
old Moraga pear orchard in a community effort to

save the trees from fire blight. Pear fans may be excited
to learn that there will be more volunteer pruning oppor-
tunities this coming weekend, Oct. 25-26.

      
Kenny Murakami, owner of the Moraga Garden Cen-

ter, says that this is the worst year he’s ever seen for the
destructive bacterial disease to which pear trees, and oth-
ers, are vulnerable.  Among the many customers asking
him how to deal with the blight was Moraga resident Bar-
bara Preston, who had to heavily prune her own fruit trees
earlier this year – then she noticed that the old pear orchard
at Canyon Road and Camino Pablo was also very much
impacted.  Preston set out on a crusade to save the trees. 

      
“The first thing I did last spring was to contact the

school district and ask them if they could do something,”
recalls Preston.  The district hired a service provider but it
was not entirely successful.  “The most important part in
taking care of the blight is to cut the attacked branches 8
to 10 inches into the safe part,” says Murakami.  The in-
fection spreads under the bark, in the cambium of the tree.
Limbs that are under attack show something that looks
like scorching on the bark and leaves die; if left
unchecked, the whole tree can die.  

      
One of the questions regarding fire blight is whether

or not sheers should be sterilized between cuts since it was
once believed that the bacteria could be transmitted as
people moved from one branch to the next.  “It is a highly
contagious bacteria,” says Murakami. “Rain falling on
blossoms can carry it down the tree, insects, bees can be
vectors, even wind.  But it has been demonstrated that
pruning is not a serious risk.” 

      
Preston contacted Siamack Sioshansi of the Urban

Farmers, and also the Moraga Park Foundation, where
Karen Reed has been leading the care of the trees for years.
Volunteers from both organizations worked in the orchard,
cutting as many of the blight-ridden branches as possible. 

      
Those who volunteer next weekend will receive in-

struction, and snacks provided by Whole Foods.  Potential
sites to be pruned include the orchards at Moraga Way and
Canyon Road, Moraga Road at St. Mary’s Road, Saint
Monica Church, and the trail between the Moraga Com-
mons Park and Fernwood Drive. An additional weekend
will be added if needed. Helpers age 8 and up are welcome
and should bring water, hats, gloves, sunscreen. Those
who have pole pruners, hand pruners, orchard ladders,
tarps, and garbage cans are encouraged to bring them. Vol-
unteers should register in advance on the Urban Farmers
website, www.theurbanfarmers.org.

      
Preston reports that after severe trimming, her trees

are now coming back and show no more signs of infesta-
tion.  The old pear orchard is on its way to a comparable
recovery. Some say that with this kind of tree, the second
century yields even better fruit than the first.

History of the Moraga Pear
Orchard
The planting of pear trees in Moraga dates back
more than 200 years and began with seedlings
from pear trees planted by the padres at San Juan
Bautista; they are now the oldest fruit trees in
California.  The pear orchard located at Canyon
Road and Camino Pablo, next to Joaquin Moraga
Intermediate School, are Bartlett pears planted by
James Irwin of the Moraga Company around 1913.
The 101-year-old trees are still producing very
nicely, thanks in large part to the efforts of the
Moraga Park Foundation that, after years of neglect,
took charge of trimming the trees every year and
harvesting the fruit for donation to the food bank.

Bobbie Preston working in the trees        Photo Sophie Braccini 

24/7 Live-In Care Specialists. We offer around-the-clock care for a reasonable price
despite recent overtime laws.

Brain Health Experts. We are the only home care agency that offers Cognitive 
Therapeutics, a research- backed activities program that promotes brain health 
and vitality in our clients.

Lamorinda’s Best Caregivers. Each has at least 2 years experience and undergoes
extensive training and screening, including a DOJ background check, drug test and
proprietary psychological exam designed to test for honesty and conscientiousness.

Meet Jill. Jill Cabeceiras is the client care manager for the East Bay.
She has been working with older adults for more than ten years and 
is an expert on managing care within the home. Let Jill help you and
your family!

Call Jill to schedule your free consultation today!
925-820-8390 • HomeCareAssistance.com
190-G Alamo Plaza, Alamo, CA 94507

Hundreds of Bay Area families choose 
Home Care Assistance.
Trust our award-winning care to suit your family’s
needs. We’re the best!
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Could Greener Power Come to Lafayette?
... continued from page A2

      
Homeowners who have existing

solar panels, whether purchased or
leased, could continue to use their
home-generated power as usual; the
only difference is, if approved, the en-
ergy they do purchase would come
from greener sources.

     
The benefits of a CCA include

cheaper, greener power produced
from sources like solar, wind,
bioenergy and hydroelectric that
provide for at least 50 percent of

the electricity.  Customers who are
not interested can always opt out of
the program and continue with
PG&E.  Unlike PG&E, a CCA is a
public agency that doesn’t pay in-
come tax, and with no shareholders
and significantly fewer staff, has
lower overhead.

      
A fairly stable customer base is

necessary to form critical mass for the
CCA to be offered.  For example, 93
percent of Sonoma residents are on

the CCA; only 7 percent have opted
out from PGE as their default energy
provider. In Marin, 80 percent of cus-
tomers are now with the CCA.
PG&E still reaps transmission and
distribution fees from these cus-
tomers. This meeting was a first step
in gathering information – look for
updates on the city website,
www.lovelafayette.org. For more in-
formation on Marin Clean Energy go
to www.mcecleanenergy.org.

Flamingo’s Flooring
CARPET • LUXURY VINYL TILE • SHEET VINYL

LAMINATE • TILE • HARDWOOD
Special Financing Options Available

10% DISCOUNT to Lamorinda Residents

SHOP AT HOME. WE WILL BRING THE SAMPLES TO YOU

925-828-9600 Contact us for a FREE
In-Home Estimate

info@flamingosflooring.com • www.flamingosflooring.com




