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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for November ...read on page D9

B
eauty abounds in Lamorinda gardens; the East Bay chapter of
the California Landscape Contractors Association says it’s so.
Lamorindan Steve Lambert of Garden Lights Landscaping De-

velopment entered six landscape projects for consideration – five in
Orinda and one in Lafayette – and garnered a total of seven awards, from
second place to Sweepstakes in the categories of large, small or custom
residential design and building, special effects lighting, and sustainable
landscape. 

          

CLCA awards are handed out in 15 categories, from landscape design
construction and maintenance on both residential and commercial prop-
erties. Each project is reviewed and judged anonymously by industry ex-
perts from outside the area. 

          

Lambert is most proud of his Sustainable Landscape award. “This
was the first time I’ve ever entered a project in this category,” he said. But
Lambert is no stranger to the contest criteria; two years ago he helped
judge the CLCA North Coast Chapter submissions.  Lamorinda Weekly
spoke with three of the owners who won the contractor’s awards. 

          

Kathy Dickinson learned just recently that her project won the
Sweepstakes Award. Her family has lived in their hillside Orinda residence
for 15 years; she said her outdoors is a “pretty challenging environment”
because of the wind.  

          

“It’s a very natural setting with about 20 oak trees,” Dickinson ex-
plained, and it has an overabundance of gophers and moles. The family’s
first attempt at landscaping was to plant vegetation the deer wouldn’t eat.  

          

“That was a fool’s choice,” she laughed, having learned since that deer
will eat practically anything. They were unsure whether to simply give up
or to install fencing.  Dickinson asked Lambert to infuse their yard with
color and protect their oaks. 

          

He planted a combination of native and drought-tolerant Mediter-
ranean-style plants.  

                                                                                             

... continued on page D4
Sweepstakes Award winner for Sustainable Landscape: Kathy Dickinson says
her yard has “a very natural setting.”  

Photos courtesy Garden Lights Landscape Development

Award-Winning Lamorinda Garden Designs
By Cathy Dausman 
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
17
7

15

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
$705,000
$600,000
$385,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
$2,875,000
$1,327,000
$3,580,000

LAFAYETTE
1023 Ameno Court, $1,078,000, 4 Bdrms, 2098 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 10-8-14
63 Bacon Court, $1,065,000, 4 Bdrms, 1664 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 9-29-14; 

Previous Sale: $404,000, 06-27-96
23 Benthill Court, $1,385,000, 4 Bdrms, 3437 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 10-1-14; 

Previous Sale: $665,000, 02-10-95
3328 Betty Lane, $970,000, 4 Bdrms, 2519 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 9-30-14; 

Previous Sale: $530,000, 08-02-00
867 Birdhaven Court, $1,025,000, 3 Bdrms, 1286 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 9-26-14
3219 Camino Colorados, $800,000, 3 Bdrms, 1440 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 9-30-14; 

Previous Sale: $64,000, 02-21-86
3329 Helen Lane, $1,050,000, 3 Bdrms, 1651 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 9-26-14; 

Previous Sale: $330,500, 03-28-91
3742 Highland Road, $1,140,000, 4 Bdrms, 2567 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 9-30-14
3648 Mosswood Drive, $1,005,000, 3 Bdrms, 2167 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 9-30-14
3325 North Lucille Lane, $880,000, 3 Bdrms, 1829 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 10-6-14
3827 Quail Ridge Road, $1,310,000, 4 Bdrms, 2969 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 10-7-14
1336 Reliez Valley Road, $2,125,000, 4 Bdrms, 3676 SqFt, 1945 YrBlt, 10-7-14; 

Previous Sale: $2,125,000, 10-07-14
23 Sanford Lane, $2,875,000, 4 Bdrms, 4250 SqFt, 2005 YrBlt, 10-2-14; 

Previous Sale: $2,825,000, 06-05-06
14 Shreve Lane, $779,500, 9-29-14
1097 Sierra Vista Way, $980,000, 5 Bdrms, 2013 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 9-29-14; 

Previous Sale: $316,500, 08-13-93
3353 Victoria Avenue, $1,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 2461 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 9-30-14; 

Previous Sale: $665,000, 06-22-01
3589 Walnut Street #C, $705,000, 2 Bdrms, 1518 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 10-9-14; 

Previous Sale: $565,000, 06-11-09
MORAGA
655 Augusta Drive, $780,000, 2 Bdrms, 2352 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 9-25-14; 

Previous Sale: $765,000, 08-20-04
883 Augusta Drive, $637,500, 2 Bdrms, 1743 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 10-1-14
4 Berkshire Street, $770,000, 2 Bdrms, 2142 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 10-1-14; 

Previous Sale: $425,000, 05-12-99
787 Crossbrook Drive, $975,000, 4 Bdrms, 2404 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 9-26-14; 

Previous Sale: $99,000, 03-31-76
93 David Drive, $1,327,000, 4 Bdrms, 2575 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 10-7-14; 

Previous Sale: $325,000, 10-02-86
117 Miramonte Drive, $600,000, 2 Bdrms, 1514 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 10-9-14; 

Previous Sale: $429,000, 12-17-10
19 Tamarisk, $775,000, 3 Bdrms, 1819 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 9-26-14; 

Previous Sale: $415,000, 04-30-90
ORINDA
3 Debra Court, $1,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 1692 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 10-2-14
79 Donald Drive, $2,100,000, 6 Bdrms, 5408 SqFt, 1991 YrBlt, 10-8-14; 

Previous Sale: $2,000,000, 12-30-09
43 Hazel Tree Ridge, $385,000, 9-30-14
47 Hazel Tree Ridge, $385,000, 9-29-14
54 Heather Lane, $1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 1877 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 9-30-14; 

Previous Sale: $427,000, 12-30-88 ... continued on page D8
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925.254.1212 

TheBeaubelleGroup.com 
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322 

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304 

LAFAYETTE ~ PRESTIGIOUS HAPPY VALLEY 
This newly constructed estate offers a spectacular 2.91 acre lot with Mt. Diablo views, 
stone façade, over-the-top custom features throughout, wine cellar, artists studio, pool 

with spa, outdoor fireplace and so much more! $6,500,000 

ORINDA ~  
Come Experience Living in 
Orinda’s Latest Collection 
of Exquisitely Designed 
Homes. 
 
Final phase now selling,   
get in early and select the 
finishes in your new home. 
Lot 8:                            
330 Miller Court 
$2,995,000 
Lot 3:                            
325 Miller Court 
$2,285,900 
See more at: 
OrindaOaks.com  



Kurt Piper Christine Gallegos Leslie Piper Amy Price Scott Sans

925.818.8000 415.606.2047 415.990.4929 925.997.6808 925.216.7583

Realtors Recommended for a Reason
KurtPiperGroup.com

SOLD

3023 Rohrer Dr.
SOLD

750 Los Palos Dr.

SOLD

624 Augusta Dr.
SOLD

1082 Juanita Dr.

SOLD

326 Lowell Lane East
SOLD

467 Florence Dr.

SOLD

52 Miner Rd.

SOLDSOLD

46 Ardilla Rd.3742 Sundale Rd.

SOLD

63 Bates Blvd. 7808 Stoneleaf Rd.

SOLD

15 Blackberry Ct.

SOLD

529 Morecroft Dr.

SOLDSOLD

592 Michael Lane3838 Happy Valley Rd.

SOLD

39 Greentree Ct.*

SOLD

3911 Leroy Way*

Our Lamorinda and Walnut Creek Sales

SOLD

1011 Winton Dr.*

SOLD

523 Miner Rd.*

SOLDSOLD

3606 Mosswood Dr.*3539 Wilkinson Lane*

SOLD

3230 Burton Ct.*

SOLD

2905 Hillsdale Dr.*

SOLD

616 Lancaster Dr.*

SOLD

100 Underhill Rd.*

SOLD

614 Lancaster Dr.*

SOLD

990 Stow Lane*

SOLD

3340 Rowland Dr.*

SOLD

3380 Reliez Highland Rd.

959 4th St.
SOLD

SOLD

1106 Upper Happy Valley*
SOLD

52 Lancaster Ct.*

3390 Orchard Valley Lane
SOLD

SOLD

3374 Moraga Blvd.*

7239 Valley Trails* 304 Castle Glen Rd.*

SOLD SOLD SOLD

* Represented the Buyer

PENDING

21 Williams Dr.*

PENDING

1421 Eagle Point Ct.*

JUST LISTED

 115 Draeger Dr.

PENDING

  1930 Parkside Dr.* 2 Loma Linda Ct.*

PENDINGPENDING

419 Costello Dr.*
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Lambert also installed a series of
rock walls to prevent slides. The re-
sult, Dickinson said, was a “more
stable” back yard; one which her
family is “very pleased to use.” 

          

“We use the [sunny] lower
part to sit and read,” she said. 

          

Darlene Davidge calls her
award-winning yard “really unique.”
The yard won a first place in the
Small Residential Design/Build in-
stallation category.  Her first at-
tempt to remodel a portion of her
yard was about eight years ago.
Davidge, an artist who works in
oils, mosaics and ceramics, had al-
ready built and designed an out-
door fountain and bird cage. She
wanted to give their yard an out-
door living room feel, and gave
Lambert “a crummy space” and free
reign.  

          

Lambert incorporated the
fountain and bird cage in his proj-
ect, and installed a fire pit and re-
taining wall. The three open areas
became an outdoor living room,
bedroom and dining room.  Furni-
ture colors of turquoise and orange
play tricks in the outdoor light, and
while the top of the fire pit and re-
taining wall looks like marble, it is
actually concrete. Davidge credits
fellow artist and friend Murphy
Adams with her suggestion to out-
line the fire pit arch with mosaic
tile.  

          

The Davidge family, which in-
cludes grown children, finds the
garden area a peaceful sanctuary.
The splash of the fountain, the
sights and sounds of the finches and
humming birds, the smell of flowers
and the sizzle of dinner on the grill
makes their new yard a place they
don’t ever want to leave.  “It’s almost

a problem,” she admits wryly, call-
ing Lambert “incredibly talented.”

          

When Emma Bishopp’s family
purchased their mid-century
Lafayette ranch house 12 years ago
it had been completely remodeled
inside and out. But Bishopp hoped
to update the yard by giving it a
Moroccan feel, minus anything that
might make the look too dated. “A
lot of landscapers have a style [of
their own],” Bishopp explained. “I
wanted my own…individual look.” 

          

Bishopp knew Lambert after
having worked with him previously
and having seen his work elsewhere.
The finished product, which won
first place in the large residential in-
stallation category was a complete
hard and soft backyard re-landscap-
ing surrounding a pool. It contains

both a fire pit and a fireplace. Lam-
bert began by taking out some dis-
eased trees, which opened up the
available space.  He removed a play
structure, installed stone bench
seating around an outdoor fireplace
kitchen, and added a patio around
the pool.  But Bishopp put her foot
down when Lambert suggested gas
torches for low-light ambiance near
the fire pit.  “I have three girls,” Bish-
opp said. “I wanted spotlights and
nanny cams!” 

          

The garden improvements
have radically changed the way the
family uses their back yard, Bishopp
said.  She adds that Lambert was
“lovely to work with.”  

          

“It’s nice to support a local
family [who does] quality work,”
she said.

Award-Winning Lamorinda Garden Designs
... continued from page D1

The inconspicuous fencing almost disappears visually
but still keeps the deer at bay.

First Place winner, Small Residential Design/Build Installation: Turquoise mo-
saics and lime green umbrella and pillows enliven the horizontal surfaces in Dar-
lene Davidge’s yard. Although it appears to be marble, it is actually concrete.

First Place winner, Large Residential Installation:
Subdued Moroccan influences show themselves in the
Bishopp residence outdoors.  Glassy tiles, a material
Lambert’s crew found, add sheen to the vertical surfaces.

Garden Lights Landscape & Pool Development
1 Northwood Drive, Suite #7, Orinda, CA 94563
Office (925) 254-4797 • Fax (925) 254-3211
email: office@gardenlightslandscape.com



  TeamRothenberg.com  |  info@TeamRothenberg.com

Ron Rothenberg, MBA Marketing & Finance

Susan Rothenberg
925.286.5530

License #: 01309986 | 00857547

Get the Whole Picture with All the Facts 
When You Buy or Sell in Lafayette.

Specialists in Lafayette real estate… 
Where market expertise, integrity and exceeding 
client expectations are our paramount objectives. 
We counsel clients based upon market facts, not 
conjecture. 
 
Consistently among the top in our business, 
our measure of success is always Quality.

the
whole
picture

925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com 
www.RattoandRatto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

219 Paseo Del Rio, Moraga
Updated single-level home in Campolindo with charming courtyard entry.  

Remodeled kitchen, skylights, dual-pane windows & doors, hardwood floors, 2 
fireplaces, recessed lights and tile roof.  Large level yard with aggregate patio, lawns, 
pool/spa & sport court.  Minutes to Campolindo High School & Cabana Swim Club.

Wendy Holcenberg
wendy@holcenberg.com

925.253.4630
CalBRE#00637795

Michelle Holcenberg
michelle@holcenberg.com

925.253.4663
CalBRE#01373412

WWW.HOLCENBERG.COM
Client satisfaction: a family tradition

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

Thinking about selling but
not sure where to start?
We can help. From sorting and
organizing, to sprucing up and staging,
we have teams of people who can get
the job done, and we'll oversee the
project from start to finish. 

Even if you're waiting to sell until 2015,
call us today so we can develop a
comprehensive preparation and
marketing plan to get you top dollar
with the least inconvenience.

Let us handle the details.
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Gratitude, the Metal Element, and Autumn Feng Shui
By Michele Duffy
“When you are grateful, fear disappears and abundance appears.” – Anthony Robbins

Autumn is upon us and gratitude in feng shui is
closely interwoven with the “Completion” area of

the Feng Shui Bagua, which also rules “Creativity, Children
and Joy.”  

           
The “Completion” area of your home is the right mid-

dle area or quadrant from the front entrance (see Feng Shui
Bagua map).  The Metal element – represented by metal
sculptures, frames, abstract metal art, round objects, and
metallic, white, or grey colors – is fully awakened in autumn
and rules our gratitude for an abundant harvest. The metal
element is not often discussed in feng shui but when prop-
erly activated it is regarded as a cure for negative energies,
especially in the health and financial areas.  

           
The harvest is a time of gathering the fruits of our

labor and taking stock of what worked, who helped us, as
much as what is no longer needed or what we might be wise
to let go. Many people play significant roles in whether or
not the completion of our harvest is bountiful, abundant
and meaningful.  This area is also ruled by children, which

represent the “completion” of a loving union; when we con-
sider how fearless children are we can understand why joy
and creativity is also represented in this area.

           
Part of “completion” involves intentionally and cre-

atively thanking those who we are grateful for, and whether
it is a hand written note, a small token, a dozen fresh eggs
from your chickens, a dinner out, a prepared meal delivered,
or a gift basket, completing the cycle of your own harvest
with appropriate gratitude toward others ensures that a new
cycle of abundance will be greatly favored.

           
Place images in metal frames that depict harvest, sun-

sets, the heavens, joy, and creativity in this middle right
completion area.  This is also an appropriate spot for all of
the children’s portraits and photos that we most certainly
removed from the master bedroom, which due to your
good feng shui application has transformed into an adult
sanctuary. The noisy TV, musical instruments, or your mu-
sical devices of choice (metal) can all be placed here as well. 

                                                                 
... continued on page D11

A proper round mirror (water symbol) is placed over the
fireplace in this Orinda home’s “Completion” area to create
balance. Photos provided

GUY BLUME
“THE REALTOR® GUY!”

REALTOR®

510.846.4687
guyblume@gmail.com

GuyBlume.com
CalBRE#01766434

Luxurious Hillside Retreat

LAST CHANCE to acquire this palatial private estate home in a RARE oppor-
tunity at a substantial savings before major renovations are done. Or, you 
may pick your own materials and have the improvements performed to your 
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setting just 3.5 miles to Moraga Shopping Center including Safeway, OSH, 
Starbucks and much more. You will love the private setting in the Moraga 
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congregating with loved ones or spreading out for peaceful respite. Three 
large suite-sized bedrooms are situated upstairs with the huge master suite 
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and kitchen rooms. The lower level includes a work out area, media room, 
bonus game room, tons of storage, and access to the three-car garage. 
Outside, one may enjoy the solar and gas heated pool with waterfalls and 
spa while entertaining on the spacious rear patio against a wooded hillside 
backdrop. In the front there is room for a corral next to the cabernet and 
chardonnay vineyard.  Nearly every room enjoys views of this home’s tran-
������
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schools and access to the greater Bay Area—offers an amazing opportunity 
for your dream lifestyle. 

260 VALLEY HILL DRIVE  |  MORAGA, CA. 94556

5-Star
Premier
Agent
�����

Overview: 4 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, 5,200+ sq. feet, and 3-car garage on 5+ acre lot (per owner)

OFFERED AT $1,879,000

www.260ValleyHill.com



Home Furnishings
Gifts

Lighting and Home Accents
Interior Design

Whether it's a single object, a special room, or an ambitious
remodel, at Indigo & Poppy we know that luxury, livability, and

affordability are equally important.

Indigo & Poppy
1009 Oak Hill Road, Lafayette

925-962-9201
www.indigoandpoppy.com

Hours: 10:00am - 5:30pm Monday - Saturday, Closed Sunday

Fall in love with Autumn at Indigo & Poppy! Our store is newly
stocked with a beautiful assortment of gifts, furniture, and
accessories that are carefully chosen to warm your home. A

textured rug to cozy your bedroom…an inviting throw to accent
the sofa…candles to light a dinner of fall’s best comfort food…find

the perfect item to welcome the season in our store today. 
believe in the art of  living well.

PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®
CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282
patti.camras@camoves.com

5 Moraga Way, Orinda

www.patticamras.com

Whether helping first-time home buyers & move-up
buyers or downsizing empty nesters & seniors, I want
my clients to live well  at every stage of their lives. I’ll
do whatever it takes to help
them enjoy a seamless transition
from one of life’s passages to the
next.  This is my promise.

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded
...continued from Page D2

ORINDA  ... continued
33 La Noria, $3,580,000, 4 Bdrms, 4517 SqFt, 1933 YrBlt, 9-25-14; 

Previous Sale: $3,200,000, 06-17-14
36 Linda Vista, $1,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2548 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 9-26-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,430,000, 05-02-08
523 Miner Road, $1,595,000, 4 Bdrms, 3182 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 10-1-14
440 Moraga Way, $1,178,000, 4 Bdrms, 3345 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 10-6-14
7 Orchard Road, $1,629,000, 3 Bdrms, 2135 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 10-6-14
58 Persimmon Walk, $1,377,000, 10-1-14
20 Snow Court, $1,380,000, 5 Bdrms, 4216 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 10-8-14; 

Previous Sale: $490,000, 05-20-92
6 Valencia Road, $1,625,000, 5 Bdrms, 2796 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 10-9-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,220,000, 10-28-03
10 Valley Drive, $1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 1902 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 10-6-14; 

Previous Sale: $357,000, 05-24-94
19 Via Hermosa, $2,450,000, 4 Bdrms, 3176 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 10-7-14; 

Previous Sale: $810,000, 10-08-98

Quinn Berg
Broker Associate
Direct: 925.765.2996
quinn.berg@camoves.com
www.quinnberg.com
CalBRE #01872891

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a
registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office
is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

Jim Colhoun Presents
1166 Camino Vallecito, Lafayette 

Offered at $1,475,000. 

Jim Colhoun
Relocation & Home Marketing Specialist  
CalBRE# 01029160

www.JimColhoun.com
925.200.2795 89 Davis Rd, Suite 100, Orinda

Virtual Tour at www.1166CaminoVallecito.com

This home enjoys a superb Upper Happy Valley location on a private half-acre lot with valley views. The
home was completely remodeled last year with new hardwood floors, a new kitchen with top-grade
appliances and Caesarstone counters. The large living room has a beautiful wood vaulted ceiling with
fireplace and the formal dining room features views across the Lafayette hills. The master bedroom is
spacious and features a separate sitting area with a fireplace and large closets. The master bathroom is
entirely new with a beautiful tub and separate shower. The backyard features a lawn and second patio for
enjoying your outdoor morning coffee with a sunny southern exposure. Contact Jim Colhoun at
925.200.2795 for more information or to schedule a private showing.  

Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner
Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
CalBRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299   Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This
comparison is based solely on estimated figures and information available
at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property
qualifying.
Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 • Danville • CalBRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

Fixed Rates to $417,000   Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE             APR            RATE          APR

30 Year Fixed 3.875% 3.875% 3.875% 3.990%

15 Year Fixed 2.875% 2.990% 3.250% 3.250%

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $2,500,000!

4.250% /4.250% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM THE MOST
EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!
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Cynthia Brianís Gardening Guide for November
By Cynthia Brian
“There is a harmony in autumn, and a luster in its sky.” – Percy Bysshe Shelley

With the approach of Thanksgiving, it is finally feeling
like autumn with cooler and crisper air, changing of
the leaves, and chrysanthemums blooming. I picked

my first bouquet of narcissi of the season on Oct. 10, a full month
earlier than last year. Our climate is changing and as gardeners
we struggle to keep pace. November is the best time to begin
planting spring blooming bulbs. Once the ground chills to about
55 degrees, start the process of planting naturalizing narcissi as
well as other bulbs in well-drained sandy loam where they’ll re-
ceive at least six hours of sunlight daily. With our dense, nutrition

lacking clay soil, we need to amend with sand, peat moss, and
compost before digging the holes. All flower bulbs require neu-
tral pH soil around 7.0 in order to develop a strong root system
that supports flowers. Mother Nature is busy spreading her wild
seeds via the wind, birds, animal fur, and even our stocking feet.
Most flowers need the next few colder months to rest and ger-
minate. Before the geese head south, walk around your yard to
ponder what you’ll want to improve, include, edit, or change for
the spring. Our year of outdoor work is winding down as our cel-
ebration of gratitude approaches. Get ready for a respite!

Rake and grind fallen leaves to add to compost pile. Note the daffodils already
sprouting. Photos Cynthia Brian

Prepare for a wet winter by installing Rain
Chains, a pretty alternative to downspouts.

•    PROTECT plant roots by mulching your gar-
den. 

•    GRIND fallen leaves with a mower to reduce
particle size and increase decomposition time. 

•    TURN the soil in your vegetable garden, pull
out any unwanted growers such as mint, add
buckets of compost, and plant a nitrogen-rich
cover crop like fava beans or clover. Blanket the
ground with straw and continue mulching until
planting time in spring.

•    SUPPRESS weeds while enriching the soil by
laying newspaper (three or four sheets) on
your bare earth. The newspaper will biode-
grade and the zinc in the ink adds nutrients to
the mulch. Cover with straw, leaves, or wood
chips to continue adding nutrients.

•    DIG up bulblets of mother bulbs with numer-
ous offshoots. Separate and replant in other areas. 

•    SOAK ranunculus and anemone tubers in tepid
water overnight or for at least three or four hours
before planting three inches deep and six inches
apart in well-draining soil in full sunlight.

•    PLANT spring bulbs beginning this month.
Tulips and crocus need to be refrigerated for at
least four weeks before being dug. Make sure to
remove all fruit or vegetables from the fridge to
discourage rotting from ethylene gases. Keep
all bulbs away from sunlight and in a dark place
before planting. For blooms that last through-
out the spring season, stagger planting days for
daffodils, Dutch iris, muscari, scilla, and galan-
thus.

                                                  ... continued on page D10

Bl
ue Ridge

Landscape Company Inc.
Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

925-258-9233
cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED
INSURED
Lic# 818633
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•      CHECK out an attractive alternative to downspouts with the solid copper Rain
Chains. With several styles and sizes to suit every home, you now have the ability to
direct water to your garden and at the same time enhance the beauty of your exteriors.
Visit www.rainchainsdirect.com or call (310) 702-9529 for more information.

•      FORCE hardy flower bulbs of amaryllis, freesias, and paperwhites for Christmas
blooming by potting them in sterile, neutral ph potting soil in an area where they will
enjoy a temperature of 72-82 degrees Fahrenheit with good air circulation and low
humidity. Give them a big drink of warm water, tamp down the soil, and do not water
again until green sprouts. Amaryllis sprout spectacular shows within eight weeks. 

•      DEER proof your bulb garden with a collection of allium, fritillaria, English Bluebell,
brodiaea, narcissus, crocus, anemone, hyacinth, and peony for a floral display that
lasts from April through July. 

•      CUT stalks of peonies to ground level and discard the cuttings as they are not good
for compost. If your peonies didn’t bloom, they may be planted too deep. Dig them
up this month, rework the soil, and replant ½ inch higher than soil level.

•      WASH patio furniture, pads, pillows, and accessories before covering or storing to
avoid mildew, mice migrations, rust, and rot.

•      GROUP gaillardia and chrysanthemums along with grasses in a barrel for fabulous
fall color. The National Garden Bureau has named Gaillardia “the” perennial to grow
for 2015.

•      LOWER mower height as lawn growth slows. Reduce irrigation time, but continue to
water until the rains arrive as grass needs the strength to be healthy for winter. If you
didn’t fertilize in October, fertilizer now with an organic fall blend.

•      GUARD against an unexpected frost by watering deeply and covering susceptible
shrubs with burlap, fabric, or blankets the afternoon before the cold arrives.

•      COLLECT rainwater in barrels or large garbage cans to use on your plants. (Fingers
crossed that it does rain soon.)

•      REDUCE your garden workout by seeking out plants that are identified as “com-
pact.”  Look for tags that say dwarf, patio, knee-high, tiny, or baby in the variety name.
If a plant tag says “perfect for cut flowers” it will grow to be too large for a small space.

•      ADD artistic value to your landscape with hanging baskets, mirrors, lighting, antique
wrought iron furniture, statuary, and water features. 

•      CELEBRATE a month of gratitude with an arrangement of roses and anemones in
warm sunset shades.

•      DECORATE for Thanksgiving with pumpkins around your outdoor seating areas.

Cynthia Brianís Gardening Guide for November
... continued from page D9

A barrel planted with gaillardia and chrysanthemums is a fall feature.

Clean vegetable garden and amend with soil, compost, straw, leaves and a cover crop.
Family owned in Moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

& Landscaping

Tree work is dangerous and is among the highest risk professionals in the U.S.
with a fatality rate ranked near commercial fisheries and logging. We as ISA
arborists do not manage danger but we do and can manage risk. A tree crew
under the supervision of a certified ISA arborist minimizing risk every day. So
don’t try to save a buck and put yourself in harm’s way. Have the professionals
at Advance Tree Service do the job right and safely.
So don’t wait until it’s too late, call your local ISA arborist at Advance Tree
Service and Landscaping for all your tree needs.
Advance Tree Service 
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)

Your friendly neighborhood 
ISA arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

TREE WORK IS NOT FOR AMATEURS
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Happy gardening and happy growing!
Cynthia Brian

©2014
Cynthia Brian
The Goddess Gardener
Starstyle® Productions, llc
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR
I am available as a speaker, designer, and consultant. 

Get creative with your outdoor space by hanging a
mirror and twine a vine around it.

Wash patio furniture before covering or storing.

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded – Licensed & Insured License# 702845 C27 & C53
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Gratitude, the Metal Element, and Autumn Feng Shui
... continued from page D6

           
Since the metal element is also closely linked with heaven and the divine, utilizing the metal element in

feng shui is often thought to distinguish those who are merely average in success (mundane), from those who
are linking the divine and conducting the metal element to generate help from the divine.   

           
Since earth generates and creates metal, square shapes or yellow ceramic pots work perfectly. Metal also

produces the water element which can be represented with wavy shapes, black color or a watery scene; water
is closely associated with money, wealth and prosperity.  Do not dull the clarity that the metal element delivers
with the wood element. Limit the number of plants in this area, definitely no cactus here, and no wood frames.
           If you are feeling overwhelmed or panicked about completing tasks with joy, or creativity is lacking with
projects, or your ability to express yourself is thwarted, just go to the right middle area from your front door
and look around to see if there is an abundance of the fire element.  Remove or subdue as much of the fire el-
ement here; for example, remove candles, spherical and triangle shapes, red objects or art.  Why do we want
to minimize fire here?  Because fire is not the friend of metal and melts it.  If you have a fireplace in this area, a
round (metal) mirror, symbolizing the water element over the fireplace will be an effective cure or adjustment
since water puts fire out.  

           
Before this Thanksgiving arrives express yourself appropriately and thank in a myriad of creative ways

those who have helped you along the way – including your own children!

Michele Duffy, BTB M.F.S. is an Orinda resident
who, since 1999, enjoys creating “Space as Medicine”
Feng Shui one space at a time, as well as hiking in
nature, cooking, spending time with her family;
Canyon Ranch Feng Shui Master, International
Feng Shui Guild (IFSG) Red Ribbon Professional.
For more info, visit www.mandalafengshui.com,
email spaceharmony@gmail.com, or call (520)
647-4887.



Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby

Joan Cleveland
Shannon Conner

Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans

Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng

Art Lehman
Charles Levine

Erin Martin
April Matthews
Karen Murphy

Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith

Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell

Clark ompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Terri Bates Walker

Ann Ward
Dan Weil

Margaret Zucker

L amorinda’s  L eading Independent  Real  Estate  Firm

facebook.com/VillageAssociates

twitter.com/villageassoc 

THE VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES:

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Sunday Open Homes
93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 • Orinda, CA 94563 • Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com  Click on

ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA

56 La Vuelta
Country Club Contemporary
2,472 sf home offers bright, open
living spaces & gorgeous views.
Well appointed 4 bedrooms & 
3 baths.  Kitchen/ family room
layout inviting & ideal for
entertaining. $1,028,500

345 Camino Sobrante
All New Decks! Updated
4bd/3ba, 3301sf contemp. on
.55ac in primo country club loc.
Spacious great rm, updated kit.;
hdwd flrs; lower lvl guest apt
w/priv. entr; close to BART &
Top Schools.  $1,295,000

81 Mossbridge Lane
Beautiful Orinda Downs home.
6+ bedrooms, 5 & a half baths on
a tranquil & peaceful .5ac lot
with level lawns & approved
plans for a pool.  This is a
wonderful place to call home!
Come see!! $2,495,000

92 Sandhill Road
Estate setting of unmatched
appeal. Large spaces plus modern
design allure for appealing family
living or grand scale entertaining.
Fabulous views of valley &
Briones reservoir/sunsets.

$4,475,000

MORAGA LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE

1891 Saint Andrews Drive
Gorgeous home remodeled
throughout w/state-of-the-art
finishes & new open floor plan.
Great location, private & quiet.
All MCC amenities: golf, tennis,
swimming, new clubhouse.

$1,298,000

3921 Happy Valley Road
Stunning 4600+sf custom
4bd/3.5ba gated estate on 1 acre
in heart of H.V. Pool, pano views.
Hdwd flrs, cherry kitchen
w/island open to FR, library,
elevator. Close to top rated
schools, commute.     $2,795,000

1142 Glen Road
Stunning NEW single level
5bd/4.5ba 4510 sq. ft. traditional
on flat .79 acre lot in popular
Happy Valley Glen. Exquisite
millwork, chef's kitchen. Walk to
downtown Lafayette & BART.
Top schools. $3,495,000

23 Sessions Road
Gated English Manor 12.18 acre
5bd/6ba Estate. Grand foyer,
living, family rooms + "Club"
room, deluxe kitchen, dramatic
solarium + executive office.
Gorgeous grounds w/lap
pool/lawns, views.  $3,895,000

LAFAYETTE PLEASANT HILL WALNUT CREEK WALNUT CREEK

1141 Vallecito Court
Treasured Happy Valley
6bd/5.5ba estate custom built in
2006 with the finest craftsmanship
& materials. Spectacular yard
w/pool, spa, fireplace & level
lawn. Guest house. Privacy &
views. $3,900,000

20 Whitfield Court
Great 2.58 acre parcel at top of
knoll with views of Mount Diablo
& ideal privacy.  Truly special
setting sites for development
zoned R-10 & R-15.  Wonderful
opportunity for investment. 

$1,950,000

1100 Skycrest Drive #4
Delightful one level home w/no
steps to entry & no neighbors
above or below! Corner unit
located next to green belt
w/views, private patio. New paint
& carpets. All of Rossmoor's
amenities! $359,000

530 Monarch Ridge Drive
Incredible value-just reduced!
Appealing home has great
potential for cosmetic updates.
Sought-after floor plan w/spacious
master. Lovely location-serene
views. LAFAYETTE SCHOOLS!

$679,000

New Listing

Pending

New Price


