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% MICHAEL VERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.

General Contractor

Specmhzmg in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.

“A little bit of myself Lic# 681593

goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available
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925376 1118

CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
e Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
* Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
* Cabinet alterations/repairs
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,
crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

Licensed Cabinet &
Millwork Contractor
#598395

Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

925.827.1093
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!

Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 <« www.treesculpture.com

Flamingo’s Flooring

CARPET * LUXURY VINYL TILE « SHEET VINYL
LAMINATE ° TILE - HARDWOOD
Special Financing Options Available

10% DISCOUNT to Lamorinda Residents

SHOP AT HOME. WE WILL BRING THE SAMPLES TO YOU

925.828_960 Contact us for a FREE

In-Home Estimate

info@flamingosflooring.com « www.flamingosflooring.com

s

““Let Us Light Up Your Life”

- Residential * Commercial * Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Bonded & Insured

Lic#C10-631523 Hgﬂ

[ SSrier 110

rofessional Installation of:
* Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Service Upgrade
* Gomplete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation _ﬁl

Sole Proprietor

www.BurkmEIectrlc net

www.lamorindaweekly.com

7 925-377-0977
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~ HE’S ALL ABOUT LAMORINDA ~

—=CLARKTHOMPSON—

REAL ESTATE BROKER

Cell:

CalBRE #: 00903367

VILLAGE ASSOCIATES
Office: 925-254-8585
925-998-7898
www.clarkthompson.com

ct@clarkthompson.com

2000 - 2014

Giving Dreams an Address

Civic News Lamorinda

The High Price of Housing in Lamorinda

By Cathy Tyson

Photo courtesy Tumbleweed Tiny House Company

Arecent ad on Craigslist extolled the virtues of life in
a “cozy” 240 square foot recreational vehicle behind
a home in Lafayette, with a price tag of $675 per month.
Seemed rather unusual, but given the high price of housing
locally, maybe an option for a person on a very limited
budget. It was rented quickly, said the homeowner/land-
lord who wished to remain anonymous.

According to Lafayette’s code enforcement officer,
Adam Foster, the Municipal Code has language regarding
living in recreational vehicles on private property that is
very clear, “No person shall use any vehicle for living or
sleeping purposes.” Vehicles shouldn’t be confused with
the smattering of guest cottages and in-law units in Lam-
orinda that can be found on craigslist.

There is, however, a new gray area that Lafayette is
grappling with — tiny houses, really small homes, around
177 square feet of usable space on wheels that can be self-
built or delivered, ranging from 18 to 24 feet long. It’s an
interesting new type of dwelling for people who want to
simplify and downsize, or perhaps for boomerang kids
who come back home. Foster says the city will be work-
ing on guidelines in the near future.

Don’t even think about renting out a recreational ve-
hicle in Moraga or Orinda. Moraga’s Municipal Code is
straight forward, “It is unlawful for a person to maintain
or use for human habitation or a living quarters including
sleeping, a mobile home, trailer coach, camp car, boat or
vehicle on public or private property in the town."

Orinda also has rules on prohibited dwellings, “A ve-
hicle or trailer may not be used for habitation, for keeping
animals, or for any other residential use," according to
their Municipal Code.

For long term homeowners who have been diligently

paying off their mortgages, that presumably were a semi-
reasonable dollar amount to begin with, the going rate for
rentals, as well as to purchase a dwelling, is eye popping.
Aside from the “cozy” Lafayette RV, the most economical
place to rent in Lamorinda is in Moraga, where a 400
square foot studio is available for $900 per month, but it
does boast a big yard with a rose garden.

On a budget? Recently listings in Lafayette ranged
from a low of $1,650 for a studio “plus” to a whopping
$7,500 per month for a spectacular five bedroom, three
bathroom home in Happy Valley. While that may seem
expensive, it does come with pool service, a gardener and
regular professional house cleaning.

In Orinda the rental scene is about the same as
Lafayette and Moraga — a very basic unfurnished one bed-
room, one bath unit in Orinda goes for $1,600 per month;
a three bedroom, three bath home with an office is $7,500.

Perhaps due to Saint Mary’s College there are a num-
ber of two and three bedroom apartments available in
Moraga, but they are in roughly the same price range as
Lafayette and Orinda. In an unscientific review, the aver-
age price for a two bedroom, two bathroom rental in late
November in Lamorinda is $2,226 per month, working
out to over $1,100 per person if two roommates share the
cost. For those who would like to turn the lights on, eat,
get a haircut, purchase gas for a car, or go crazy on a movie
ticket, balancing a budget is truly all about allocating re-
sources in an environment of scarcity.

Prospective buyers will find no bargains in our zip
codes. According to Dean Okamura of Pacific Union in
Orinda, the most economical dwelling for sale in Lamor-
inda was listed at $285,000, and sold for $310,000, for a
two bedroom, two bathroom, 964 square foot condo-
minium on Ascot Drive in Moraga; keep in mind that
homeowners association dues run $370 a month in addi-
tion to the mortgage payment, along with taxes and insur-
ance. The next most economic home with endless
potential, according to the agent, sold for more than twice
that price, closing at $765,000 for a 1,950 square foot
home on Janet Lane in Lafayette.

Don’t expect the situation to improve anytime soon.
According to Okamura, the prediction from the National
Association of Realtors is that prices will remain flat lo-
cally in the near term. “It’s very difficult for a young fam-
ily or a couple starting out.”

From Front Page
Local Government Goes Wild with

Holiday Sweaters

... continued from page A1l

No word yet if Lafayette staff will double down and du-
plicate the fun of their awesome outfits.

Diablo Valley Assistance League's Way Side Inn
Thrift Shop, a gently-used-clothing store near
Lafayette’s Park Theater, has a Quirky Christmas
Sweater event that kicked off on Nov. 25 for dis-

criminating sweater shopping. Online vendors
cater to all denominations at websites such as
www.geltfiend.com,  www.tipsyelves.com, and
www.nflshop.com/ugly sweaters. Opportunities abound
in Lamorinda for those anxious to show off their holiday
style — below are just a few!

- It's a Wonderful Life! Celebrate
the holidays with tree lighting, food,
drinks, music and entertainment, chil-
dren’s activities, and Santa from 4 to
7 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 5 at Lafayette’s
Plaza Park.

- Don your favorite holiday garb
and take a photo with Santa from
noon to 3 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 6 at
the Rheem Center in Moraga.

- OrindaTheatre Square becomes a
Winter Wonderland on Saturday,
Dec. 6. Build your own snowman,
starting at noon, until the snow melts.
There’s a kids ornament workshop
from4to 6 p.m.

For more holiday events and activities, see page B8.

Upcoming Community Events

- Moraga’s annual Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony begins at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 4 at the Mor-
aga Commons. Enjoy hot cocoa and cookies as you are entertained by the Rossmoor Community Chorus.

Santa Claus arrives at last year’s It's a Wonderful Life event in Lafayette.

- Hospice of the East Bay's Tree of Lights ceremonies offer members of the communities they serve a way
to honor the lives of their friends and loved ones. Orinda Tree of Lights is at 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 6,
in the Orinda Village parking lot by Bank of America. Moraga and Lafayette Tree of Lights is at 5:30 p.m. on
Sunday, Dec. 14 at Moraga Country Club, 1600 St. Andrews Drive (www.hospiceeastbay.org).

- It will be a festive evening at Orinda Theatre Square starting at 5 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 13. Enjoy visits from
Santa around the square, horse and carriage rides, holiday performances by Lamorinda Theatre Academy, free hot
chocolate and gourmet coffee drinks, and a merry and bright close to the evening with a tree lighting at 7 p.m.

- Chabad of Contra Costa is sponsoring a menorah lighting at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 16 at Whole Foods
in Lafayette. Their annual Grand Menorah Lighting in Walnut Creek will take place Sunday, Dec. 21 from 4
to 6 p.m. in Walnut Creek’s Civic Park. The event will feature the largest menorah in the county, the Red
Panda Chinese Acrobats, music, doughnuts, dreidels, face painting, latkes and more, and is open to all.






