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WWith Christmas right around the corner, the man
in red made a special early visit to spread some
holiday cheer in Lafayette and received a rock

star welcome from little ones.  Rolling up in the town’s vintage
fire truck, Old Betsy, the bearded one proceeded with an en-
tourage of giddy children to his temporary house, complete
with big chair, in Plaza Park.  

      

Bedford Falls has nothing on Lafayette.  The fake town in
the movie that shares the same name as the recent event, “It’s

a Wonderful Life in Lafayette” couldn’t compare to actual chil-
dren and real goodies, music, and a display of holiday wishes
written by second graders, along with words of wisdom from
the mayor.

      

Excitement and a bit of precipitation were in the air.  Jodie
Burciaga arrived early with her three kids while it was still dry
–  they were first in line to take a photo with Santa.  Burciaga
was hoping to get a picture suitable for Christmas cards.  Uni-
formed Boy Scouts shepherded visitors toward Santa.  Just

across the grass was a stage set up with school-age singers.
Lafayette Nursery School kids were the first group on the
agenda, singing “Rudolf the Red-Nosed Reindeer.”  Throw in a
sparkling tree lighting, food trucks, happy hour beverages for
sale to the grown-ups, along with an activity house, it all adds
up to the authentic wonderful life we share in Lafayette.  In the
film, angel in training Clarence says to Jimmy Stewart, “Strange
isn’t it?  Each man’s life touches so many other lives.  When he
isn’t around he leaves an awful hole, doesn’t he?” - C. Tyson 
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A Note About
Our Newspaper
Carrier
Blackhawk Enterprise (email –
mailblackhawk@gmail.com)
has been delivering the
Lamorinda Weekly to all homes
in Orinda, Lafayette and
Moraga since January 2011.
The team of eight drivers works
hard to make sure you get your
newspaper every other
Wednesday.  Blackhawk
Enterprise and its team
members would like to wish
our readers a joyous holiday
season and a very happy new
year. You will also see a flyer
from them in this week's issue.

Thank you,
Lamorinda Weekly

Read story on page C2.



“The city remains in good fis-
cal position,” said Jennifer

Wakeman, Lafayette’s new financial
services manager, during her audit
presentation covering fiscal year
2013-14 at the Dec. 8 city council
meeting.  On the next agenda item,
adopting the fiscal year 2014-15 mu-
nicipal budget,  administrative serv-
ices director Tracy Robinson went a
little further. “We ended the year in a
very strong position,” she said, refer-
ring to the updated final budget. “The
five-year forecast looks very good,”
she added.     

      
The actual financials, in a riveting

110 page report, show the best of both
worlds: expenditures were $1.1 mil-
lion below budget and revenue was
$800,000 above budget for fiscal year
2013-14. In addition, the city’s end of
year reserves, or savings, is projected
to be $7 million, the equivalent to 56
percent of General Fund expendi-
tures.  That amount is exclusive of the
roughly $2 million invested in the old
library property which may be sold in
the future.   

      
Also bolstering the financial out-

look is an additional $400,000 in im-
pact fees, starting in fiscal year
2015-16, on top of the current
$400,000 annual contribution, for a
total of $800,000 paid by the Solid
Waste Authority that will go toward
repairing the damage caused by
garbage trucks, allowing fully funded
road repairs without depleting re-
serves in the near future. 

      
Where is this money coming

from?  “The property tax base remains
stable,” said City Manager Steven
Falk in his official “Management’s
Discussion and Analysis of the Fiscal
Year ending June 30, 2014.”  Property
tax and assessments are the largest

revenue source for Lafayette.  “As-
sessed values in the city increased 6
percent” over the prior year, said Falk.
For those still in sticker shock after
paying property taxes, it’s important
to note that the City of Lafayette only
receives 6.18 percent of property taxes
paid by homeowners.  

      
He also pointed out that there was

an increase in sales tax of 3 percent,
transient lodging tax (thank you

Lafayette Park Hotel) was 12 percent
higher than last year, and there were
increases in motor vehicle in-lieu tax
and planning, permits and fee revenue. 

      
Cropper Accountancy Corpora-

tion issued an understated “clean”
opinion of the city’s financial state-
ments, in their annual audit. 

     
Contributing to the robust mu-

nicipal financial picture is the lack
of unfunded liability for retirement

benefits.  The 38 full-time city em-
ployees, unlike most public sector
organizations, do not participate in
a defined benefit retirement pro-
gram.   Rather, city employees have
traditional defined contribution
programs, 401 and 457 plans, ac-
cording to Falk, and the city has a
fully funded retiree medical pro-
gram. ... continued on page A11
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Lafayette Police
Department Incident
Summary Report,
Nov. 30-Dec. 6     
Alarms 52
911 Calls 30 
Battery
      St Mary’s Rd/Moraga Rd
Burglary, Auto
      Springhill Elementary
      1000 block Blackwood Ln
      30 block Crest Rd
      10 block Crest Rd
Defrauding an Innkeeper
      reported to LPD
Hit & Run
      3500 block Mt Diablo Bl
Petty Theft
      Quandt Rd
      10 block Charles Ct
      3600 block Bickerstaff St
      10 block W Arbor Wy
      3500 block Mt Diablo Bl
Loud Party
      Glen Rd/Thompson Rd
Panhandling
      CVS (2)
Public Nuisance
      800 block Mt View Dr (2)
      900 block Reliez Station Rd
      900 block East St
      3500 block Mt Diablo Bl
Suspicious
     Circumstances 5
      Vehicle 10
      Subject 4
Traffic Stops 20
Traffic Hazards 9
Trespassing
      3400 block Golden Gate Wy (2)
Threats
      3700 block Mt Diablo Bl
Vandalism
      1000 block Stuart St
Vehicle Theft
      2nd Street/Mt Diablo Bl
      900 block Moraga Rd

Dana Green
925.339.1918
License #: 01482454

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

STILL #1 FOR A REASON 2008 THROUGH 2014
Lafayette’s Best

Realtor
THANK YOU!

I am grateful and proud to 
have sold these Lafayette homes. 

$110+ Million in Lafayette sales in 2014
58 Lafayette transactions closed in 2014

Triple the business of any Realtor in Lafayette
All Lafayette price points & areas covered

    

I      My Hometown!     

  *Per Trendgraphix

City Council
Monday, Jan. 12, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, Jan. 5, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Dec. 22, canceled
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, Jan. 14, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us
Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, Jan. 14, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
Stanley Library
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Gint Federas
Your Lamorinda Agent

26 year resident
License Number: 0I59742

www.4FARMERSINSURANCE.com
(925) 4-FARMERS

• Home
• Auto
• Life
• Business
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Give a Lafayette Gift Card!
Accepted at your favorite Lafayette businesses:

Available now for purchase at the Lafayette Chamber office, 
100 Lafayette Circle in downtown Lafayette

925-284-7404    www.lafayettechamber.org/giftcard

• Alicia Klein
• American Kitchen
• Art and Science of Eyewear
• Back to the Table Cooking School
• Blodgett`s Abbey Carpet & Flooring
• Bonehead’s Texas BBQ
• Clocks, Etc.
• Diablo Foods
• Douglah Designs Products and Showroom
• El Charro Mexican Dining
• Elmwood Stationary
• Floret
• Gem Lust
• Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery
• La Finestra Ristorante
• Lafayette Pet Shoppe
• Lafayette Physical Therapy
• Lamorinda Music
• Lamorinda Theatre Academy
• Lily Dong Photography

• Mangia! Ristorante & Pizzeria
• Minuteman Press
• Rustic Tavern
• Sharp Bicycle
• Specialtees
• Sugi Fine Bedding & Gifts,
• Susan Foord Catering & Café
• The Mechanic
• The Nut Factory
• The Yarn Boutique
• Venture Quality Goods
• Ware Designs Jewelry
• Wine Thieves
• Yankee Pier
• Yogurt Shack
• Zahra Boutique Salon

Lafayette Bans Plastic Bags and Styrofoam
By Cathy Tyson 

Soon the familiar options of “plas-
tic or paper” will be heard no

more in Lafayette.  The City Council
formally adopted new rules Dec. 8 to
ban single-use plastic shopping bags
at 16 local establishments. The ban
will take effect on July 1 and will im-
pose a 10-cent charge for paper bags,
impacting mainly large grocery stores
and pharmacies.  The approval goes
one step further than SB 270, the
statewide regulation, by also banning
Styrofoam from use at food establish-
ments. Municipalities had the option
to customize their own new rules if
enacted before the Jan. 1 deadline im-
posed by the state. 

      
Supporters call it reducing two

costly, environmentally damaging
and easily preventable sources of litter
and pollution.  Board members of
Sustainable Lafayette applauded the
decision to draft a local plastic bag or-
dinance similar to those created by
Walnut Creek and other communities.
The group supports the 10-cent
charge for paper bags, saying it is

“vital to the success and effectiveness
of the ordinance.”  They feel it pro-
vides an incentive to embrace
reusable shopping bags, creates con-
sistency with neighboring communi-
ties, and doesn’t switch issues – fixing
one problem, plastic pollution; but
creating another problem – the envi-
ronmental impact from paper bags.          

      
Recycled paper bags will be the

new normal, although the newly
adopted ordinance requires stores to
charge customers a 10-cent fee for
each paper bag, with the revenue col-
lected going to the store – not to the
government.  This will affect busi-
nesses in Lafayette including grocery
stores, pharmacies, liquor stores, con-
venience stores and Chow.   Of
course, shoppers who bring their own
re-usable cloth bags, the most envi-
ronmentally savvy solution, can save
a dime.  

      
The change creates a dilemma at

Diablo Foods, which long ago
switched to environmentally friendly
recycled paper bags and sparingly

uses plastic bags made from more ex-
pensive recycled materials. They in-
centivize shoppers with a 10-cent
credit per bag for those who bring
their own.  Manager David Collier
explained that the store would prefer
to continue to use complimentary
paper bags, but the new rules will
force them to charge customers the
10-cent fee starting in July.  He esti-
mates that roughly half of Diablo
Foods’ customers already bring in
cloth bags for their purchases.  

      
While some people recycle their

single-use plastic bags, the majority,
approximately 88 percent according
to a study by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, don’t get recycled.

      
The new rules dovetail with the

city’s environmental strategy that in-
cludes a goal of diverting 75 percent
of solid waste from landfill.  After
monitoring plastic bag use, the Envi-
ronmental Task Force recommended
that this move would:  reduce litter,
which can end up in creeks and storm
drain systems, limit negative impact

on wildlife, and diminish use of fossil
fuels.

      
Gov. Jerry Brown signed the na-

tion’s first statewide ban on single-use
plastic bags, SB270, on Sept. 30. At
the time he said, “This bill is a step in
the right direction – it reduces the tor-
rent of plastic polluting our beaches,
parks and even the vast ocean itself.
We’re the first to ban these bags, and
we won’t be the last.”  

      
Styrofoam, the second compo-

nent of Lafayette’s new ordinance, is
the brand name and registered trade-
mark for extruded polystyrene foam
manufactured by Dow Chemical
Company.  The EPA and the Interna-
tional Agency for Research on Cancer
have determined styrene as a possible
human carcinogen.  Polystyrene food
packaging is a double whammy – it’s
not recyclable and chlorofluorocar-
bons, or CFCs, are used in the manu-
facturing process.  There is evidence
that CFCs, when discharged into the
atmosphere, degrade the earth’s ozone
layer.

City Finances Look Healthy
By Cathy Tyson  
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From my family to yours...

May you have a warm, safe and very 
happy holiday season. 

We thank you for your continued 
��������	
����

��
����

Sincerely,
The Katzman Family

Welcome to Lafayette  

Drivers descending the off-
ramps at Acalanes Road and at

the Central Lafayette exit off of High-
way 24 will notice the new modern
signage that recently replaced the
older deteriorating plywood signs,
which had definitely seen better days.
Local architect Ken Hertel, who sits
on the city’s Design Review Com-
mission, donated his time to craft
what he calls a clean, rustic contem-
porary style.  The west end sign is
solar powered with high efficiency

LED lights.  Look for low mainte-
nance landscaping to be installed in
the corten steel planters in the coming
months.  Hertel credits City Manager
Steven Falk for seizing an opportunity
to bring these signs from the 1970s
into the “new millennium.”  Semi-
rural, the ubiquitous term endlessly
debated in town, is, like beauty, surely
in the eye of the beholder – but the
natural elements of stone, distressed
wood, and soon-to-arrive landscaping
do make a statement.  - C. Tyson

Photo C. Tyson

Now starting his astonishing 30th
year serving the people of

Lafayette, Don Tatzin gracefully
wrapped up his sixth mayoral term
and reflected on accomplishments of
the past year.  

      
The last city council meeting of

2014 is the designated time when
members rotate positions, so going
forward Mayor Tatzin becomes
Council Member Tatzin, and 2014’s
vice mayor, Brandt Andersson, will
be Lafayette’s mayor in 2015. Traci
Reilly moves from council member
to vice mayor.

      
County Supervisor Candace An-

dersen came to pay tribute, thanking
Tatzin for his amusing sense of humor
and dry wit, bringing levity to lengthy
and at times dry meetings they attend
about fire service and transportation,
and pointing out that he has “chosen
to commit his life to public service.  I
admire that.”    

      
Newly elected State Assembly

Member Catharine Baker com-
mended Tatzin for his service and
working toward consensus on the city
council, minimizing rancor. “I hope I
can take that example to Sacra-
mento,” she said.  

     
As is the custom, now former

mayor Tatzin reflected on the
challenges of the prior year with
family and friends in the audi-
ence, thanking wife Ellen for her
consistent support as delicious,
celebratory chocolate cake waited
in the wings.  

     
Decisions were made on two

city-owned properties in 2014.  It
was decided that the old library
will be used for a public purpose,
and that the parcel across the
street will be used, at least for the
time being, for public parking. 

                   
... continued on page A11

Mayor Don Tatzin Shifts
Positions
By Cathy Tyson  

Council Member Don Tatzin with
wife Ellen Reintjes.     Photo C. Tyson

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336  |  Kristi Ives 925.788.8345
www.BrydonIvesTeam.com
BrydonIvesTeam@apr.com

CalBRE#: 01408025
CalBRE#: 01367466

Opening Doors In 2015...
Dedication to Excellence

Superior Service
Prompt Communication
Complimentary Staging

Proven Results!
Strategize to achieve the best results in 2015.

If you are considering selling,
The Brydon & Ives Team should be your first call!

Interior Design • Gifts • Rugs
Home Accents • Lighting

In most homes, both large and small, corners are often
where space is wasted. This 7-drawer corner chest from
Grange, with it's cleverly angled drawers and color

options, is a perfect solution.

Indigo & Poppy
1009 Oak Hill Road, Lafayette

925-962-9201
www.indigoandpoppy.com

Hours: 10:00am - 5:30pm Monday - Saturday, Closed Sunday
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Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meeting
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, Jan. 13, 7:30 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Planning Commission
Monday, Jan. 5, 6 p.m.
Hacienda De las Flores, La Sala, 
2100 Donald Dr.

Design Review
Monday, Jan. 12, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd .

Town Council
Wednesday, Jan. 14, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,
1010 Camino Pablo

Pot in purse, 12/04/14 The Home-
Goods store reported that a female
suspect walked into the store carrying
a large purse which appeared empty.
The suspect then started walking
around the store and made her way
to the kitchen department.  She
picked up a large pot worth $149.99
and was observed putting the pot in
her purse, then exiting the store with-
out paying for the pot.  She was
placed under citizen’s arrest by store
staff.  Perhaps medical marijuana
would have been a better option?

Stolen identity, 12/04/14 Over the
past two months, an unknown sus-
pect has unlawfully withdrawn ap-
proximately $6,300 from a
Longfield Place resident’s checking
account.  The incident started when
the victim received an unsolicited
phone call from someone claiming
to be from Microsoft.  She then an-
swered a series of questions and
provided her bank account number
to the caller.  Red flag!  She became
suspicious when she noticed unau-
thorized charges on her account.  It
appears that all of the transactions
were conducted via the Internet.
The Moraga resident has since pur-
chased a new computer and closed
the compromised bank account.  

D.U.I. 12/06/14 A red Mustang was
pulled over at 2 a.m. near the entrance
to Saint Mary’s College for unsafe
speed.  Cops noticed the suspicious
smell of alcohol on the driver, who
happened to be 18 years old, clearly too
young to be legally drinking.  He was
placed under arrest and submitted to a
breath test which showed 14 percent
blood alcohol level.

Missing wallet, 12/06/14 A woman
was shopping on Center Street and
placed her wallet next to her 4-year-
old son who was sitting in a shopping
cart.  She left the cart briefly while
she looked for an item.  Unfortu-
nately, it wasn’t until she was ready
to check out that she realized the wal-
let was gone.  Credit cards, gift cards,
driver’s license and a blank check
were in the wallet.  Sounds like a
Grinch stole Christmas.  

Another missing wallet, 12/06/14 A
woman was shopping at HomeGoods
in the afternoon when she noticed her
wallet was missing from her purse.

She believes an unknown person(s)
may have removed her wallet while
she was shopping inside the store.  It
contained a checkbook and credit
cards, which had already been used
in Walnut Creek.

Phone missing, 12/08/14 Moraga
cops were dispatched to make contact
with a 94-year-old citizen regarding a
lost cell phone.  The gentleman told
police he couldn’t find his phone and
that it was missing or stolen.  He had
last seen his iPhone 4S in the first
week of November. 

The following additional crimes were
reported in Moraga Dec. 2-9:
Suspicious Circumstances 

Willow Springs Ln
Joseph Dr

Bench Warrant  
Sanders Dr

Moraga Police 
Department

Park Street Residences 
New development proposed for lot next to Rheem Theatre
By Sophie Braccini

Applicant and architect Jerry
Loving presented the Moraga

Planning Commission with a plan for
an infill development on the vacant 3-
acre property next to the Rheem The-
atre. The Dec. 1 meeting was a study
session requested by the developer to
get initial feedback and suggestions
from the planning commissioners.
Loving will incorporate their com-
ments into a revised concept that he
will bring to the commission early
next year.

      
The lot is located on Park Street,

which runs parallel to Rheem Boule-
vard and is separated from the well-
traveled road by a row of mature
trees.  The space currently serves as
an overflow parking area during pop-
ular theater events, such as the Cali-
fornia Independent Film Festival.  

      
Loving proposed two possible

concepts, both at rather high density
and designed in a Spanish style: a 30-
unit single-family townhome project,
or a 40-unit condominium project.

Both plans would maintain the hillside.
“The hill is stable but needs to be
fixed,” commented Loving after the
meeting. “We had a study done, and
we’ll add drainage up on the hill. We’ll
make it stronger and better,” he said.
Nearly one-third of the area would be
preserved as open space. “We will be
able to preserve the sycamore trees,”
added Loving, who is the founder and
now CEO-emeritus of award-winning
LCA Architects in Walnut Creek, a
firm with a long and diverse creative

history. “There will be great improve-
ments to the site, and the benefit of
having an architect as a developer is
that we include creativity and aesthet-
ics in the concept from the start.” 

      
There was no consensus as to

which option commissioners liked
best. They highlighted some elements
that they found appealing, such as el-
evators for the apartments, and criti-
cized others, such as tandem parking
lots. 

      
“This new development would be

for older folks wanting to downsize,
but also for young professionals,” said
Loving. The proposed three-story
townhomes have three bedrooms and
range from 2,197 to 2,528 square feet.
They would be attached as eight
groups of three or four units each, 35
feet high, and each unit would have a
private patio.  The condominium al-
ternative proposes two 20-unit build-
ings. This option also has three levels,
with the ground floor being mostly for
parking – an elevator would go to the
upper floors. The two-bedroom con-
dominiums would range in size from
1,163 to 1,871 square feet.

      
“It was a fine study session with

good feedback,” said Loving. “The
commissioners took it thoughtfully,
and made good suggestions.” He
plans to return to the commission, on
a date not yet set, with a redesigned
project that is likely to combine both
concepts.

Gary Bernie   &   Ken Ryerson

Gary Bernie Ken Ryerson

pacificunion.com | A Member of Real Living

Happy Holidays

925.200.2222 Gary 925.878.9685 Ken
gabernie@pacunion.com ken@ryersonrealty.com
CalBRE#00686144 CalBRE#01418309 

If you are considering 
selling your home, 

give us a call 
for assistance.

Local Knowledge of Lamorinda & Extraordinary Results

Rendering of the townhome option proposed for Park Street Residences. Image provided

Moraga’s New Council Member – Teresa Onoda
By Sophie Braccini

The November election brought
a new member to the Moraga

Town Council – former planning
commissioner Teresa Onoda.  Pas-
sionate about plein air and open
space, Onoda brings a fresh outlook
to the town’s affairs.

      
At her first council meeting on

Dec.10, Onoda stated that she be-
lieves she was elected because Mora-
gans want a council that listens to
their concerns and shares their priori-
ties.   She added that people told her
they care deeply about the town’s nat-
ural beauty, its great schools and the
quality of life.  “They made clear that
they are concerned about develop-
ments that detract from the views of
the ridgelines, and on the impact a
growing population will have on traf-
fic and schools,” she said. “They also
said they want a more vibrant retail
and more recreational opportunities.
They said they hope the town and
Saint Mary’s would build a stronger

partnership.”  Onoda took notes of
what people said and she pledged to
do her best to help the town address
those challenges while preserving our
current lifestyle.

      
Onoda was born, and grew up, in

Des Moines, Iowa; she attended

Creighton University in Omaha,
Neb., where she earned a degree in
fine arts.  She then decided to teach.
“My teaching career encompassed art
instruction from kindergarten in the
Omaha public school system all the
way up to adult workshops affiliated

with the Des Moines Art Center and
workshops for accomplished
painters,” she said.  “I have taught all
grades in between, not only in Omaha
but in Houston, Texas; Memphis,
Tenn.; and in local Moraga schools.” 

                   
... continued on page A12

      

Nancy Stryker
925.890.6911
BRE #012900021

The Beaubelle Group
Coldwell Banker’s #1 Group in the East Bay

www.TheBeaubelleGroup.com

 

Happy Holidays and 
Best Wishes for a Happy, 

Healthy New Year!

3 Lark Creek Lane
Lafayette

19 Monterey Terrace
Orinda

23 Samantha Drive 
Lafayette

Recently Sold

Thank you to all my clients
for a great year in 2014!
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(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Head Frog Mo Williams

*1 coupon per service Exp 1/15/15

CA Lic
929641

LeapFrog Plumbing

You’re the best! We thank you
for the  privilege of hoppin’ to it!
for you this year. We wish you
true peace, love and joy.  
May you have a safe and 
Plumb Hoppy Holiday
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

To all our Lamorinda customers:

Plumb Hoppy Gift
Certificates available

We Hop To It!
Family-owned and serving

Lamorinda since 1993

The one-call plumber
Gas, Water & Sewer
• Emergency service
• Repairs & installation
• Video sewer inspection
• Copper re-piping
• Preventive checkups
• Water heater specialist
Tank, Tankless, Hybrid

LeapFrog Loot
$150 off  

tankless/hybrid
water heater installation*

LeapFrog Loot
$89 off  

Any tank-type 
water heater installation*

LeapFrog Loot
$59 off  

Any new faucet or 
fixture installation*

New School Board Hits the Ground Running
By Sophie Braccini

From left: Bruce Burns, Jim Obsitnik, Parker Colvin, Shari Simon, Jon Nickens, Heather O’Donnell Photo Andy Scheck

Heather O'Donnell

Jim Obsitnick  Photos S. Braccini

Jon Nickens

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moraga.ca.us

SIGN UP TODAY FOR 
WINTER ACTIVITIES

MORAGAREC.COM
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WALNUT CREEK   $1,345,000

1928 Lakeshire Drive  |  2bd/2.5ba
D. Cellini/C. Way  |  925.258.1111

WALNUT CREEK   $499,000

5313 Terra Granada Drive #2A  |  2bd/2ba
Frank Salmen  |  925.258.1111

LAFAYETTE   $1,199,000

925 Diablo Drive  |  5bd/3.5ba
Karen Richardson  |  925.258.1111

LAFAYETTE   $2,499,000

4120 Happy Valley Road  |  5bd/4.5ba
Matt Borden  |  925.258.1111

ORINDA   $4,465,000

12 El Sueno  |  9+bd/9+ba
Joanna Truelson  |  925.258.1111

ORINDA   $624,000

9 Birch Court  |  2bd/2ba
Shirley Sutton  |  925.258.1111

Alain Pinel Realtors

SETTLE IN

/alainpinelrealtors

@alainpinelrealtors

See it all at

APR.COM
Orinda Office  925.258.1111

Anew school board took its place on
the Moraga School District dais for

the first time Dec. 9.  Three of the five
board members are brand new to the job –
Heather O’Donnell, Jon Nickens and Jim
Obsitnik; the other two, board president
Shari Simon and vice president Parker
Colvin, have been on the board for only
two years.  The previous board had mem-
bers who served for many terms; most of
their children had long since left Moraga
schools.  All of those on the new board
have children currently enrolled in the dis-
trict, some still in elementary school.  The
newcomers share an interest in bringing
more technology to the classroom; but like
their predecessors, they value and respect
the school district.

      
Their first agenda was not light.  The

three new members dove into the thick of
things with a budget presentation, including
a two-year projection that includes the ris-
ing cost of pensions; a summary of the dis-

trict’s goals and policies; and the anticipa-
tion of the coming bargaining process with
the unions.  The new members asked
pointed questions, showing that the matters
at hand were not foreign to them.

      
They all have significant experience in

the district. O’Donnell, whose third child is
in seventh grade at Joaquin Moraga Inter-
mediate School, has been a PTA president
and very active in the schools for the past
10 years; Nickens was on the board of the
Moraga Education Foundation, the Rheem
Elementary School Site Council, and has
volunteered in classrooms. Obsitnik served
on the Moraga Planning Commission for
several years; he, too, volunteered at
Rheem Elementary. He and his wife, Anna,
were very involved with the school district
in the aftermath of the Kristen Cunnane
case, as they worked with the superinten-
dent to make sure that the safety of students
is at the forefront of the district’s priorities.

                            
... continued on page A11
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City Council
Tuesday, Jan. 13, 7 p.m. 
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
TBA
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District 
TBA
OUSD Office, 8 Altarinda Road,
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Alarms 31
Burglary, Auto

Orinda Theatre
911 Calls 2
Civil Disturbance

10 block Lost Valley Dr
Disturbance

Wilder/Hwy 24 
Nations
30 block Rio Vista
Don Gabriel Wy/La Cresta Rd 

Forgery
Police report 

Hit & Run
100 block Crestview Dr

Intoxicated
500 block Moraga Wy

Loud Party
Don Gabriel Wy/La Cresta Rd
60 block La Cresta Rd

Theft, Petty
Safeway (2)
100 block Cannon Dr

Panhandling
Safeway

Reckless Driving
10 block Vashell Wy
Rheem Blvd /Glorietta  Blvd

Suspicious
Person 5
Circumstances 2
Vehicle 4

Threats
100 block Orchard Rd

Traffic Stops 45

Orinda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report, 
Nov. 30-Dec. 6

Maureen Wilbur

Direct: (925)253-6311   Maureen@MaureenWilbur.com
www.MaureenWilbur.com   CalBRE #01268536

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

Happy Holidays to all and a

Healthy and Prosperous 2015!
Maureen

      Great Gifts for Her! 
           Savings Up To 60% 

Fall Hats by Adora 
50% OFF 

Leather GLOVES 
60% OFF  NOW 22.99 

All Laurel Burch  
50% OFF 

Lots of Scarves! 
60% OFF NOW 13.99 

Holiday Pins 
REG. 25.00   NOW 16.99 

Velvet Scarves 
50% OFF  NOW 19.99 

ALL Rosetti Handbags 
40% OFF 

Knit Gloves 
ONLY 6.99 pr. Faux Fur Neck Wraps 

50% OFF NOW  9.99 
V Fraas “Cashmink”Scarves 

50% OFF 19.99 

“Life Is Good” Socks 
REG. 10.00 NOW 6.99 

SSttaarrttss 
  TTooddaayy!! 

Lafayette • Danville • Countrywood  
Concord • Montclair • Orinda   
Moraga • Sonoma • Auburn 

Morning Sun  
Holiday Fleece 

  50% OFF NOW 25.99  

FREE Gift Wrap 
On items 15.00 or more 

For the Good of  the City
2014 Mayor’s Awards for Excellence
By Laurie Snyder

“Istarted out this year calling it a year of teamwork and col-
laboration, and so here as we end the year, I would like to

highlight in my Awards for Excellence those people who have
exemplified that ideal of working together as a team and also
being very collaborative.” With those words, Sue Severson
began her final major action as mayor of the City of Orinda –
presenting the annual Orinda Mayor’s Awards for Excellence
and presiding over the For the Good of the City segment of the
Orinda City Council meeting Dec. 2. 

      
Lauding the value of volunteerism, Severson presented the

first award of the evening to Dennis Faye. “He’s been a mem-
ber of the Citizens’ Infrastructure Oversight Commission since
its very inception in 2007,” she observed of the former CIOC
chair who was traveling and unable to accept the award in per-
son. “He’s played a pivotal role in the roads repair ballot meas-
ures.” Severson also chose to honor the spirit of collaboration
with the following awards, as captured by Lamorinda Weekly
photographer Ohlen Alexander:

Mayor’s 2014 Awards for Architectural
Excellence: Choosing to honor two of
Orinda’s newest neighborhoods, Severson
thanked the developers of the Wilder and
Oak Grove subdivisions “because of the
many enhancements that they have
done,” including the newest ball fields,
parks and trails in Orinda. “Every night, I
see hundreds of kids under the lights,
playing and participating on those fields,
and it makes me very proud – not only for
the project – but for its involvement in
the community,” said Scott Goldie as he
accepted the award on behalf of Wilder.
Dan Carroll accepted the Oak Grove
award on behalf of Pulte Homes.

“It’s so fun for me to be here
this evening to introduce to
you the 13th student that
the Orinda-Tábor Sister Cities
Foundation has brought to
Orinda from Tábor in the
Czech Republic to study at
our outstanding Miramonte
High School,” said Bobbie
Landers as she described
how visiting students are
chosen for the competitive
program during the For the
Good of the City portion of
the meeting. “Each year, I be-
lieve, we can’t have a better
student than we had in pre-
vious years, and each year,
again, they prove to be ter-
rific.” Landers then intro-
duced the 2014 visiting
student, Marek Fencl, who
thanked the community in a
brief address before receiv-
ing a city pin from Severson.  

“We are so pleased that you’ve chosen to honor the Friends of the Joaquin Mor-
aga Adobe tonight when, truly, we wish to honor you, Sue, for all the support and
encouragement you have given to us,” said former Orinda mayor Bobbie Landers
in accepting the Mayor’s 2014 Award for Architectural Preservation for FJMA’s
efforts to save the historic adobe structure near Del Rey Elementary School. “From
the very first organizational meeting at my home, you were there with enthusias-
tic words. We are still blossoming and bringing the towns of Moraga and
Lafayette to join Orinda in recognizing the importance of embracing our past as
well as moving forward to our future. Someday, we look forward to you being at
the ribbon cutting to the Joaquin Moraga Adobe Learning Center and Museum.”

Orinda Housing Element Draft Headed to
State for Initial Review
By Laurie Snyder

“I’m happy sending all the sites
to HCD and pushing out the

decision until we have a final EIR,”
said Orinda City Councilmember
Dean Orr as the council’s Dec. 9
meeting wound down. The 10th
such public meeting that the city has
held since June regarding revisions
it is required by state law to make to
the Housing Element of its General
Plan, it was another lengthy affair. 

      
City planning director Em-

manuel Ursu again recapped the
history of the recent update process,
explaining that, after extensive pub-

lic input, three possible alternatives
for rezoning land to allow for poten-
tial new housing development were
selected for analysis in the Environ-
mental Impact Report (EIR). The
ball fields at 40 Santa Maria Way
(alternative one) could allow for 64
to 80 potential units of housing, a
combination of lands used currently
by three churches for parking (alter-
native two) could allow for up to 80
units, or a combination of the land
currently used by the Orinda Com-
munity Church for its upper parking
lot at 10 Irwin Way plus land used

by businesses at 1 Orinda Way and
27 Orinda Way (alternative three)
could allow for 80 units.

      
Or not. Because the state’s

shortfall provisions applied to the
Housing Element adopted last year
no longer apply, the city is now al-
lowed to reduce the number of units
that can be accommodated at the de-
fault density from 80 to 48. Plus, the
city’s role continues “to be limited
to identifying sites and establishing
zoning” that allows owners to de-
velop housing. “Whether or not to
develop the properties is entirely up

to the property owners to decide.
That is not a decision of the city.
The city’s role is to establish the
rules for development, and then to
review development proposals – if
they are submitted – for consistency
with the rules that have been estab-
lished.”  

      
In response to a question posed

by Mayor Steve Glazer regarding
whether or not the city could submit
its Housing Element draft to the
state without selecting a specific
candidate for rezoning, Ursu said
yes.          ... continued on page A11
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BMW Concord | 1967 Market ST.  | Concord

THE MOST PROGRESSIVE
SPORTS CAR.
The BMW i8.

BMW ConcordMichael Heller, BMW Concord, mlheller78@hotmail.com

Call Michael Heller 925-998-2150

Orinda Thanks Severson for Years of  Leadership
By Laurie Snyder

“Now, therefore, be it resolved that
the Orinda City Council does hereby
recognize Sue Severson for her serv-
ice on the Orinda City Council for the
past 8 years. Be it further resolved
that the city council honors Sue Sev-
erson for her service as 2014 mayor
of Orinda, and thanks her for her
timeless commitment and dedication
to the citizens of Orinda.”

“Ask not what your country can
do for you” was the driver be-

hind the distribution of awards for ex-
cellence, the emergence of a future
Czech civic leader, and the recogni-
tion of a woman who has championed

everything from Orinda’s schools to
the city’s beautification to its region-
ally beloved Fourth of July Parade as
Orindans came together to honor the
achievements of their own Dec. 2. In
a night filled with heartening mo-
ments, the most inspiring came for
many during the recognition of long-
time civic leader Sue Severson.

      
“Sue’s extraordinary work, self-

less dedication and generosity have
touched every area of Orinda life, in-
cluding the schools, parks, civic ac-
tivities, the arts, recreation, and
numerous charities,” said Orinda City
Council Member Dean Orr, one of

Severson’s colleagues who took turns
reading from a proclamation with
“Whereas” sections so numerous that
the formal reading was abridged. 

      
Vice mayor Steve Glazer spoke

of Severson’s creation of the Orinda
Community Foundation to meet the
growing funding needs of Orinda’s
nonprofit organizations, and credited
her with spearheading “the successful
plan to fix Orinda’s roads, minimizing
auto repair expenses in Orinda for
years to come.” Council Member
Victoria Smith cited Severson’s cre-
ation of the Everyday Heroes Golf
Tournament, the Orinda Kids’
Triathlon, and the community-wide
cleanup event, Orinda Action Day, as
well as Severson’s efforts “to improve
transparency and community access
to the inner workings of local govern-
ment by hosting a series of brown bag
lunches that included tours of city fa-
cilities and city departments.”

      
Council Member Amy Worth

added further texture, recalling her
work with Severson and others 20
years ago on the Orinda school facil-
ities bond campaign. “I’ll tell you
there was not a more incredibly de-
voted school board member than any-

body could ever ask for in terms of
helping us lead that effort to restore
and improve the Orinda schools. 
And that’s the kind of person Sue is. 
She takes any job that’s handed to her
and is heads and shoulders above all
the rest of us – does such an amazing
job, including so many people in the
work that you do.”

      
Local nonprofit leaders and resi-

dents also rose to praise Severson, and
Glazer led a slide presentation with
photographic highlights of the retiring
mayor’s career before turning over
the podium to her one final time.

      
“We have much to celebrate this

evening,” said Severson as she began
her remarks. “Orinda’s been ranked
as the second most friendly city in
America; it’s also in the top 10 best
cities for young families in northern
California, and also among the safest
cities in California.” She applauded
the city’s history of fiscal prudence,
and praised council and staff for steer-
ing a smooth course even as Orinda
recovered from several rain-induced
emergencies over the years. She also
praised the coming together of Orin-
dans to pass June, 2014’s $20 million
bond initiative, Measure J. “Com-

bined with Measure L – the sales tax,
and our city’s annual repair dollars
and also, fortunately, a few grants, we
will provide a record over $8 million
in infrastructure improvements this
next year. No small task that we’ve
long strived for.”

      
Severson also cited the impact

made by improved communications
tools, including the live streaming of
council meetings. “As I retire from
the city council, I will miss the ca-
maraderie of the council,” she said,
“but certainly not a calendar filled
with meetings. It’s time for this
grandma to say goodbye to politics,
and hello to longer vacations with
my husband, Ralph, and enjoying
many more frequent hugs from my
grandchildren.” 

      
Following a standing ovation for

Severson by the sizeable crowd, city
clerk Michele Olsen administered
the Oath of Office to the three Orin-
dans elected in November to four-
year council terms – newcomer Eve
Phillips, Worth and Orr. Glazer and
Smith were then unanimously cho-
sen by the council to serve, respec-
tively, as mayor and vice mayor for
2015. 

“This is our one last picture,” said Steve Glazer as he gathered council
members together to honor 2014 Orinda mayor and retiring City Council
member Sue Severson. From left: Steve Glazer, Amy Worth, Sue Severson,
Victoria Smith and Dean Orr Photo Ohlen Alexander
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Frank Woodward  Tina Jones WoodwardJonesTeam.com
Luxury Property Specialists

The Woodward Jones Team  -  Two Masters of  Real Estate Joined to Provide World Class Service!

925.330.2620
Team@WoodwardJonesTeam.com

Santa made someone’s dream come
true for Christmas!

We just sold 1185 Elmwood in Walnut Creek.
Co-listed with Cait Hudson. 

Coldwell Banker Orinda
The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm People Trust

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing 
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent 

contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304. 

5 Moraga Way, Orinda 925.253.4600  |  2 Theatre Square, Suite 211, Orinda 925.253.6300

CaliforniaMoves.com |  californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california |  /cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker

Wishing you warmth,  
love and joy this  
holiday season.

Thank you for choosing  
Coldwell Banker as your  
trusted real estate partner.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
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CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

WINTER SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

Community Service

Lafayette Participates in Regional Drill for Large
Scale Emergency 
Submitted by Carol Yates

Members of the Lafayette
Emergency Preparedness

Commission recently attended a re-
gional anthrax drill in El Cerrito.
Commissioners Michael Melewicz,
Duncan Seibert, and Carol Yates
joined Contra Costa Health Services,
American Red Cross, Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT),
and county wide volunteers to partic-

ipate in the exercise. 

      
The drill practiced the establish-

ment of a mock “point-of-dispens-
ing,” or POD, site and the delivery of
emergency supplies. During the two
and half hours the POD was opera-
tional, 870 mock doses of life saving
medication were distributed.  

      
Training exercises such as these

help the City of Lafayette to be able

to rapidly respond to disasters such as
an earthquake, wildfire, hazardous
material spill, or act of terrorism.
Though this drill focused on the re-
sponse to a bioterrorism event, the
planning and collaboration that took
place as part of this exercise will help
prepare Lafayette for any type of
health emergency. 

      
Following the 2001 anthrax at-

tacks, the federal government directed
all health departments in the United
States to develop plans to rapidly and
safely provide medication to the pub-
lic in the event of a public health
emergency. The current exercise was
organized by Bay Area Mass Prophy-
laxis Working Group, formed to co-
ordinate planning and response
efforts, which also created the website
www.BayAreaDisasterMeds.org to
provide the public with information
on where to get medication in the
event of a real emergency.  You can
help speed up the process by going to
this website and filling out a form to
keep ready in the event it is needed. 

      
The goal for Lafayette is to dis-

tribute medication within 48 hours to
all 23,000 residents and first respon-

ders in the event of a chemical or bi-
ological attack.  In case of such an in-
cident requiring emergency mass oral
antibiotics prophylaxis, the Lafayette
Police Department will receive the
antibiotic supplies through the county
and ensure delivery of them to the
Lafayette POD operations site.   Vol-
unteers who have been trained will
assist in dispensing.

      
LEPC commissioners also re-

cently attended a FEMA-sponsored
program and a statewide exercise to
study concepts, plans, and capabilities
related to a patient surge during a po-
tential anthrax exposure with a focus
on delivering key messages to the
public.

      
Commissioner Michelle Heckle

and chair Fred Lothrop keep the com-
mission, including Sherry Hoover and
George Figone, informed on the edu-
cational programs. The commission
works closely with Chief Eric Chris-
tensen and Cathy Moscato of the
Lafayette Police Department, and
Dennis Rein, Emergency Coordinator
for Lamorinda. For more information,
email lepccarol@gmail.com.

From left: LEPC commissioners Mike Melewicz and Carol Yates, County
Health Service representative Ken Binkley, LEPC commissioner Duncan
Seibert Photo provided

ConFire to Upgrade One-Third of  its Fleet
By Nick Marnell

Fire chiefs know all about timing.
Their jobs revolve around - and

their performance is gauged by - im-
proving the incident response times in
their districts or departments.

      
Exhibiting this knack for timing,

Contra Costa County Fire Protection
District Chief Jeff Carman asked that
his board approve a $1 million annual
lease-purchase payment for new fire
apparatus, subsequently requesting
adoption of an ordinance that will
allow ConFire to charge $1 million
annually in first responder fees. The
Board of Supervisors, acting as the
ConFire board of directors, unani-
mously approved both requests at its
Dec. 9 meeting.

      
ConFire will purchase nine fire

engines, three aerial ladder trucks and
one rescue truck from Pierce Manu-
facturing Inc. in 2015 under a 10-year
lease-purchase agreement through
Oshkosh Capital.  “This replaces 33
percent of our aging fleet,” said Car-
man, who added that he expects to re-
quest a similar order in the next fiscal
year, with an annual goal of $2.5 mil-
lion dedicated to replacing district ap-
paratus.  The first new vehicles should
arrive in the fourth quarter of next
year. 

      
Though he would not confirm

that any of the new engines will be as-
signed to Lafayette stations 15 or 17,
Carman did say that one of the new

trucks will be delivered to station 1 in
Walnut Creek, which is the first
backup for structure fires in Lafayette.
He also confirmed that the new squad
vehicle, ordered earlier this fall, will
arrive at station 1 on Jan. 17.  It, too,
will back up calls into Lafayette.

      
The cost recovery ordinance al-

lows ConFire to collect reimburse-
ment from insurance providers for the
actual costs of its services rendered on
emergency medical calls.  Carman
stressed to the board that all costs re-
covered will be from the insurance
companies or the federal government
and not from individuals.  “Not col-
lecting this fee is subsidizing the in-
surance companies,” he told the

ConFire Advisory Fire Commission
the previous evening.  Though indi-
viduals without insurance will still be
billed, the district expects to facilitate
a compassionate collection approach
for those without the ability to pay.
Carman anticipates $1 million in an-
nual reimbursements, but he said that
a consultant suggested the amount
could exceed $1.5 million.

      
The Moraga-Orinda Fire District,

less than one-tenth the size of ConFire
and sporting vastly different demo-
graphics, generated $100,000 in first
responder fees in the last fiscal year,
according to administrative services
director Gloriann Sasser.

Fire Districts

MOFD Moraga-Orinda
Fire District Board of Directors
Wednesday, Dec. 17, 7 p.m.
Go to www.mofd.org as the
meeting date approaches for
location and more information

ConFire Board of Directors
Wednesday, Jan. 13, 7 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez
(Agenda at

Public Meetings

Emergency response information
and training:
Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
www.lamorindacert.org.
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FAMILY -OWNED

30 YEARS !

How's your hearing?  
Ask an Audiologist

Dr. Erik M. Breitling, Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette 
(925) 262-4242   www.LamorindaAudiology.com



Editor:

It’s so unfortunate how all parties involved in the “Vivian”
OUSD residency case handled this issue.  Clearly there are many
potential factors at play here, and few of us have the whole pic-
ture.  I strongly urge OUSD to take quick public action to clarify
their policies.  I would recommend the following:
•     OUSD and AUSD should establish a joint task force to work
on this issue.  (Since most students in OUSD go on to an AUSD
high school, it’s important that the residency policy be consistent
between the two districts.) 
•     The task force should consist of Orinda citizens and repre-
sentatives of both school boards.  It might be best to do this once
the new board members have been sworn in. 
•     Both districts should immediately post their current policies
on their websites, and publish them in local newspapers.  We all
need to know not only what the current policies are, but exactly
how and when concerns about a student’s residency in the district
are investigated.  For example, what steps are taken before a pri-
vate investigator is called in? 
•     The task force should then hold a series of public meetings
to invite everyone to express their concerns and ideas. 
•     The task force should then develop an initial proposal re-
garding requirements for residency, and exactly how concerns
regarding residency will be handled.  This should be published
on the districts’ websites in and local papers. 
•     Public meetings should be held to get input regarding the
new guidelines. 
•     New guidelines are then finalized by the task force. 
•     Guidelines are clearly posted on the district websites.
Given the strong feelings this situation has engendered in the
Orinda community, I urge the districts to be totally transparent
and responsive to public comment.  I also urge all that participate
in the discussions to be civil; we all want to do what is best for
students in the district.

Deborah Sedberry
Orinda

Editor:

A Practical Housing Strategy for Orinda. 
The Housing Element process has been one Orinda has been
obliged to complete in 2014, but the conversation about afford-
able housing needs to expand to the renewal of downtown and
the role of housing in its future development. 
The City, acting in its own best interests - not because it may be

required by the State, should pursue the development of housing,
some of which should be affordable. The most feasible location
for new housing development is in the City’s commercial dis-
tricts, particularly in Orinda Village where there are several un-
derdeveloped properties. 
Over 70% of the land area in Orinda Village is devoted to surface
parking  - not an appropriate way to utilize valuable downtown
land. The City correctly proposes higher density and under-
ground parking for mixed use - housing in this area. However,
current land values and costs associated with underground park-
ing would preclude affordable housing except for some small
percentage. 
The various underdeveloped properties in Orinda Village provide
opportunities for more intensive development of mixed-use retail
and office as well as housing, all of which would benefit the City
financially through enhanced property and sales taxes. Equally
important, development that is well planned, well designed and
which creates a charming “village” character would enliven the
area making it more attractive to businesses and shoppers as well
as future residents.
Chapter 17.1 of the City’s Municipal Code cites the specific pur-
poses of the “downtown district regulations”, which could further
the intent of revitalizing downtown areas. These include the fol-
lowing: “…regulate development to achieve a vibrant commu-
nity center over time”; “provide for multifamily housing,
including affordable housing in downtown areas”;  “establish in-
centives, such as additional building height, higher floor area or
broader range of permitted uses to help achieve a vibrant com-
munity center” These are laudable objectives, which the City
should accept as an obligation. 
In order to “achieve a vibrant community center” the City needs
to develop an implementation strategy to accomplish it. 
Orinda does not need a grandiose downtown plan. All that is re-
quired are some basic zoning modifications together with some
modest development studies of specific downtown sites and
overall downtown economic and marketing studies to determine
the feasibility of potential retail commercial, office and housing
development.
Orinda’s effort on the Housing Element will soon be completed
and submitted to the State.  Once accepted, the City Council
should devote its attention and energy to pursuing efforts to re-
vitalize its downtown, including affordable housing in the
process. It has the opportunity and indeed the obligation to do so
without delay. 

Michael Kaplan  
Orinda

Editor:

City Ventures (CV) proposed development is too large for the
land on Moraga Way. City Ventures often uses smoke and mir-
rors to violate the General Plan and disregard the residents. 
CV claims it resembles the Moraga Country Club (MCC)
houses.  Seriously, all you have to do is look at the plan to see
this is rubbish: You see the MCC houses look like dots, then you
see what looks like a shopping mall. MCC houses are much
smaller, 2 stories, have a setback of 35 – 60 feet, extensive veg-
etation (and approximately 10 MCC houses could fit on that lot,
not 36)! CV duplexes/triplexes on Country Club Drive are set-
back 4.9 feet!
CV’s traffic report is a joke. We should demand an independent
traffic report. The town has not run it’s own traffic report. It is
normal process for a town to do so, to not appear biased. In Mor-
aga if a development adds 20 or more cars to rush hour, then it
must report the findings to Orinda and Lafayette.  Well, surprise,
surprise, CV claims (absurdly) that it will increase only 19 cars
to the morning commute and 9 in the evening - with 90 parking
spaces and potentially more cars.  This is a commuting neigh-
borhood, and kids are driven to school, the traffic impact on Mor-
aga Way and Road will far exceed 19!  A gentleman attending a
meeting last year, plugged numbers into a traffic program, and
got a much larger number.
More deception: CV calls 3 stories : “2 stories with a loft”; it
calls the tiny piece of land a “park” because open space is re-
quired for all development; duplexes and triplexes along CCD
are “cottages”.
The bias of the town towards CV is often obvious. A planning
commissioner said that she did not like the shock value of story
poles, so perhaps they can find a way to not use them.  The reason
they shock us is it reveals reality: suddenly the smoke and mirrors
are stripped...something the residents are entitled to learn. 
There should be an environmental review specifically for this
project like the General Plan requires. 
If the project was 24 - 2 story houses, the residents would accept
it. However, as Charity from CV claims, “CV would not make
as much money.” That is a truthfulness that reveals all. 
At every meeting the town and CV spend the entire time trying
to find ways to hide it’s size. This was noticed by a planning
commissioner, who recommended it be less dense to fit the site.
Why not take all that energy to come up with something that fits
and everyone likes, while honoring Moraga?

Margaret Gee
Moraga
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                                                       Share your thoughts with our community! Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and  not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All 
published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda

(please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available basis. 
                                                                                                       email:   letters@lamorindaweekly.com;  Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Visit celebritycruises.com/sf,  
call 1-888-456-7887 or  

contact your travel agent.

*Visit celebritycruises.com/sf for full terms and conditions. Cruise must be booked 11/5/14–1/4/15 (“Offer Period”). Offer applies to 3-night and longer cruises departing 2/2015–4/2017 booked at the non discounted standard rate. Offer excludes 
Celebrity Xpedition and certain sailings. Bookings that meet all of these requirements are “Qualifying Bookings.” 123go! All Inclusive Offer: In addition to the standard cruise, the Offer provides each of the first two guests in a Concierge class or 
higher Qualifying Booking with all three of the options described below. Standard 123go! Offer provides ocean view and veranda stateroom bookings on European sailings with guest’s choice of any two of the following options and one of these 
options for all other sailings: Classic Beverage Package, Free Gratuities, or a stateroom onboard credit (“OBC”). OBC amounts vary as follows: Concierge class and higher - $200 for 3-5 night sailings and $300 for 6-night and longer sailings, and 
ocean view and higher sailings - $100 for 3-5 nights, $200 for 6-9 nights, and $300 for 10-nights and longer. One OBC per stateroom. Third and higher guests booked in a triple or higher Qualifying Booking stateroom each receive one 40-minute 
internet package and one Classic Non-Alcoholic Beverage Package. Free Gratuities provides prepaid stateroom, waiter, assistant waiter and head waiter gratuities in the amount suggested by Celebrity’s guidelines. OBC is not redeemable for 
cash and expires on final night of the cruise. Specialty dining packages are additional, include one or more dinners in each specialty restaurant, and vary by sailing. Restaurant reservations are subject to availability. All Offers are applicable to  
new individual bookings, non-transferable, applicable only to the Qualifying Booking, not combinable with any other offer. Offers and prices are subject to availability and change without notice, and capacity controlled. ©2014 Celebrity Cruises Inc. 
Ships registered in Malta and Ecuador.

Our popular 123go! offer is now ALL 

INCLUSIVE. Go from your choice of 

three offers to getting it all on your 

Europe or Alaska vacation.

1 FREE Classic Beverage 
Packages for two

2 FREE Gratuities
for two

3 Up to $300 to spend 
on board per stateroom

OR

Enjoy all 3 offers* 
Go ALL INCLUSIVE when you 

book a Concierge Class 
stateroom or higher.

Choose your offer* 
Choose 1 offer when you book an  
ocean view or veranda stateroom. 
Book Europe and choose 2 offers.

6983mo CELSanFrcLamorinda.indd   1 12/10/14   11:30 AM



Entrepreneurship must be in
Orinda resident Thalia

Bradley’s genes; how cool is it for a
12-year-old to be at the initiation of
an invention, and the creation of a
product that blew all expectations on
Kickstarter?  The most important

thing Thalia discovered is that at the
root of any invention is the identifica-
tion of a need, and that needs are all
around us in our everyday life waiting
to be recognized and transformed into
great business ideas.

      
Thalia was 8 years old, lounging

in her bedroom, when she spotted dis-
cordance – on her wall was a poster
of Taylor Swift with a guitar.  “I no-
ticed how unaesthetic the capo on the
guitar was,” remembers the OIS stu-
dent. “I thought it should match her
guitar.”  A capo is a device that

clamps down on the fret to change the
key. Thalia, a guitar student herself,
also found that moving the capo re-
quired her to stop playing and was not
easy for little hands.  

      
Thalia shared her thoughts with

her father, Chris Bradley – a serial en-
trepreneur.  In his futuristic half-dome
lab, prototypes of inventions that be-
came commercial successes can be
found on every shelf.  Bradley lis-
tened to his daughter, recognized the
bright idea and started working with
dual specifications: create something
that has the same aesthetic and crafts-
manship as a guitar and can be easily
operated with one hand while being
strong enough to maintain pressure on
the strings.

      
“It took us four years to design the

end product,” says Bradley, handling
a beautiful capo, inlaid with rose-
wood. “At some point we almost
gave up,” he adds, recalling the diffi-
culties the engineering group of 2ND
Edison, Bradley’s company, had cre-
ating a proper spring to hold the capo
in place but still release easily.  He
says that the result met all expecta-
tions.  “All along the process Thalia
was very involved, testing it, giving
advice on the different inlays.”

      
The capos come in 32 different

finishes, including Birdseye maple,
rosewood, lacewood, and blue
abalone. The part that presses on the
cords, the sliding fret pad, is made of
a proprietary material composed of
thermoplastic and Teflon, making it
super strong, yet smooth and non-
sticky. 

      
In order to fund the budding com-

pany, Bradley decided to put the proj-
ect on Kickstarter, a crowd-funding
platform; Kickstarter gives people 22
days to raise the money they need.
Their initial goal was to raise
$10,000; if additional funding was

obtained they planned to expand the
project.  Within 22 days, Thalia Capo
raised $195,221 with 3,846 backers
from all over the world.  “People went
crazy over the capos,” said Bradley,
“they bought two or three of them;
they match the inlays to their different
guitars.”  Bradley said that they knew
the capos were a great idea, but seeing
that thousands of people were willing
to buy them even before they were
produced was validation.

      
Now the Bradleys are in the pro-

duction phase and will soon ship the
first capos. The metal parts are made
in Asia. Bradley said he looked for a
local manufacturer but could not find
one with competitive pricing. The dif-
ferent wood and abalone inlays come
from the U.S.  “We cut it ourselves
with our laser cutter and fix it on the
capo,” he explains. “We test each of
them ourselves before putting them in
the shipping box.”  Thalia participates
in this process, putting on white
gloves and making sure the capos are
polished and free of any marks before
shipment.

      
Bradley deposited patents for the

capo. His daughter’s name is on the
ownership list and she is also part of
the company that manufactures the
capos.  Capos can still be pre-ordered
on Kickstarter at
www.thaliacapos.com/latebacker.

      
Thalia wants to carry this busi-

ness on for a while, and have it ramp
up. The online store will open in
2015.  “I want to grow the business
for a least a year and then we’ll make
a decision,” said Bradley.  In the
meantime, he adds, Thalia has had an-
other great idea – but he was not will-
ing to divulge any details. 
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If you have a business brief to share, please contact  
Sophie Braccini at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are intended
to inform the community about local business

activities, not to endorse a particular company,
product or service.

business briefs
Business Anniversary
Scientific Symposiums International 20th Anniversary
133 Fernwood Drive, Moraga
(925) 376-0217, www.scientificsymposiums.com
This year marks the 20th anniversary of
Scientific Symposiums International, a
Moraga-based business since 1994.  The
company, owned by Carol Haag, special-
izes in continuing medical education for
physicians in the specialties of surgical
pathology and dermatopathology.  Since
its founding, the company has awarded
Continuing Medical Education credits to
some 10,000 physicians from around the
world who attend courses in Hawaii,
South Carolina and Virginia.  The com-
pany is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Edu-
cation and the American Boards of Pathology and Dermatology.  Haag started
her career as a journalist before moving to corporate communication in the
health industry.  She became the layperson on the board of a medical center and
did market research for future businesses. “I’ve met so many terrific people
over the years,” says Haag, “and at the same time the business is simply run
from my home in Moraga, where we built an office.”  From her desk, Haag can
see the vineyard she planted on her property and she even has time for the Lam-
orinda Winegrowers Association, in which she plays an active role.

Moraga Employee of the Month
Karin Kasra, a branch
service officer at Union
Bank in Moraga, has
been named the Moraga
employee of the month
for November.  A bank-
ing veteran with 40
years in the banking in-
dustry, Kasra was one of
the original employees
to open the Moraga
Union Bank branch in
2007 and she has served
as a key customer serv-
ice representative for the
past seven years. Kasra
was presented with her
award and gift cards to Safeway and Pennini’s Ristorante at the Moraga Rotary
luncheon on Tuesday, Dec.16.

News from the Chambers of Commerce
Lafayette
The Lafayette Chamber of Commerce proposes a Lafayette gift card to be used
all around town. Go to GiftCards.com and search for Lafayette Chamber of
Commerce; choose the denomination you want for your card.  It’s a nice way
to support local businesses and keep sales tax dollars working for the commu-
nity.   Limited supply available at the chamber office, 100 Lafayette Circle,
Suite 103.

Business

Thalia’s Capo, a Success Story
By Sophie Braccini

Thalia and Chris Bradley; Thalia’s guitar sports a brand new capo. Photo Sophie Braccini

From left:  Kevin Reneau, Karin Kasra, Lori Sato, 
Debbie Roessler Photo provided

Carol Haag Photo providedLooking for Corporate Holiday Gis?
Hostess gi?

Support a local singer, featuring
Grammy Award winner Tom Scott
and produced by internationally
acclaimed musician Terry Miller 

Buy your  CD
at Orinda Books or Orinda Hardware

Leslie Darwin O'Brien  

Voted “Best Of”
by Lamorinda Moms, San Jose Mercury
News, Metro, San Francisco Magazine,

Diablo Magazine

Manicure - Pedicure - Massage - Facial - Waxing

3589 Mt. Diablio Blvd.
Lafayette

925-299-8877
Open Daily 10am-7pm, 

except Thanksgiving, X’mas, and New Year Day

now only $39
for 60 minute Foot Massage,
"Relax your feet after a

day of shopping" 

30% off
now only $56
for Rose Pedicure and
Manicure Special with
Paraffin Treatment

30% off

Lavande Gift Cards
for the Holidays

Offers expires 3/31/2015

““NNootthhiinngg

mmaakkeess mmee 

hhaappppiieerr tthhaann 

ttoo sseeee 

yyoouu ssmmiillee!!””

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry Providing Personalized Care through Quality Dentistry

• Comfortable, Convenient 
Family and 
Cosmetic Dentistry

• Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

$40 off
mention this ad to 

receive $40 off any 
dental tretment

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Member: 
ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

“Nothing

makes me 

happier than 

to see 

you smile!”

FFaammiillyy && CCoossmmeettiicc DDeennttiissttrryy PPrroovviiddiinngg PPeerrssoonnaalliizzeedd CCaarree tthhrroouugghh QQuuaalliittyy DDeennttiissttrryy

• Comfortable, Convenient 
Family and 
Cosmetic Dentistry

• Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

$40 off
mention this ad to 

receive $40 off any 
dental tretment

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Member: 
ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

$40 off
mention this ad to 
receive $40 off any 
dental treatment

Exp. 1-31-15

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

moragadental.com

like us on

Comfortable, Convenient Family 
and Cosmetic Dentistry

Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

Preferred Provider for Invisalign

Always accepting new patients 
of any age

Member:
ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD
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Clinic
1234

Open 7 Days: M-F 9am-10pm,
Sat 9am-9pm, Sun 9am-8pm

Lamorinda Massage Envy
558 Center St., Moraga
Located in Rheem Valley Shopping Center 
Between TJ Max & Home Goods
(925) 376-3689

Now in Moraga!

Lafayette

Mayor Don Tatzin Shifts
Positions
... continued from page A3

Lafayette

City Finances Look Healthy
... continued from page A2

     
Although new to the City of

Lafayette, Wakeman knows her
way around a balance sheet.  She
was a senior accountant for seven
years in Walnut Creek, and worked

for four years as Moraga’s finance
manager.  She has a bachelor’s de-
gree from Boston College in fi-
nance and marketing and a master’s
in public administration from Cal

State East Bay.  “We are confident
that Ms. Wakeman is well qualified
to continue the prudent financial
practices the City has established
and enhance them,” said Robinson.

      
Progress has been made to join

the Moraga Orinda Fire District and
the Contra Costa Fire District in a
special shared station.  About the on-
going Terraces of Lafayette develop-
ment off of Deer Hill Road, Tatzin
joked, “I successfully punted on that
issue.” 

      
Thanks to his efforts, Lafayette

celebrated the first ever Dogtown
Downtown event to highlight
beloved canines with a fun filled party
that had an educational component at
the Lafayette Library and Learning
Center.  The second annual event is
slated for April.

      
Due to the very healthy budget

situation, he added, “Financially
we’re in great shape.” 

      
Newly installed Mayor Anders-

son tipped his hat, commenting, “He’s
had a remarkable career with no signs
of slowing down.” 

      
Reilly said she is humbled and

honored by the opportunity to serve
as vice mayor.  She had special thanks
for her accommodating family, noting
their sacrifice – council meetings can
start early, so they have to fend for
themselves for dinner. “If you have
teenagers, you know that’s a very big
deal,” she said. 

 
THIS SEASON SHALL CHANGE ALL 

GRIEF & QUARREL INTO LOVE.  

...Shakespeare                                                  

Wishing My Clients  
& The Lamorinda Community   

a Holiday Season of Joy & Magic   
&  A New Year Filled With   
Hope,  Peace & Prosperity. 

DAVID PIERCE| Broker-Realtor 
925 . 254 . 5984  

david.pierce@cbnorcal.com 
www.davidpierce.net 

Moraga

New School Board Hits the Ground Running
... continued from page A5

      
With her older children now in

high school and college, O’Donnell
believes that knowing the district’s
“end-product” and not having a per-
sonal agenda are advantages. “It is
about all the kids in this community,
and educating the whole child,” she
says. Nickens’ children are in second
and fifth grade, with a third still in
preschool, while Obsitnik’s two chil-
dren attend elementary school.  “It is
good for the board to have members
who are part of the mix, it gets us
closer to the topics,” noted Obsitnik.

      
Each new member has issues he

or she is particularly interested in.
Obsitnik has a very sharp focus on
student safety.  He also became inter-
ested in how all of the schools work
together to establish common prac-
tices when he and his wife tried to get

their daughter transferred to another
elementary school that had a reputa-
tion for handling food allergies more
efficiently.  

      
Nickens, who volunteered in the

computer lab, is aware of the chil-
dren’s different levels of proficiency.
“It’s one thing to work on a tablet, but
it’s another to learn to type, to access
a website, to choose what information
is valuable and what is not,” says
Nickens.  

      
All three express their respect and

appreciation for the work the teachers
do in the classroom, particularly at this
time of profound change in the cur-
riculum.  They do not have experience
in directly managing public finances,
but all have relevant corporate experi-
ence.  None of them has negotiated
with unions before, and they look for-

ward to a steep learning curve.  “I did
not ask how much work will come
with this volunteer position,” says
O’Donnell. “I know I will do what has
to be done.  What is important is the
impact on the community, and doing
something that matters.”  

      
“Yes, this is a new board,” says

Simon. “Parker (Colvin) and I have a
solid understanding of the district, the
strategic plan and where we are
going. (Superintendent Bruce Burns)
is very seasoned, with strong leader-
ship.  The new members have been
involved in the schools, they bring a
breadth of experience, and I’m confi-
dent that it will be a very solid board.”
Simon adds that the district is in very
good shape; the biggest challenge re-
mains the funding, a problem that
“never goes away.”

Lafayette

Photo Contest is Back for More
“A Day in the Life of Lafayette” was fascinating this past summer
solstice – the longest day of the year; it should be just a bit more
challenging on the shortest day of the year.
Consider this an open invitation to innovative photographers
who live or work in Lafayette.  The Public Art Committee wants to
know what Lafayette looks like to you.  Creative souls will have 24
hours on Dec. 21 to capture their images, then a few weeks to
submit them to the “A Day in the Life” photo contest.  
There are three easy requirements: submit the online registration
form to the City of Lafayette Public Art Committee by Jan. 9; pic-
tures should be 11 x 14 photographic prints in black and white or
color – smaller photos are acceptable but must be mounted on
an 11 x 14 black matboard; a digital image must be submitted as
well.  For complete details, go to the city website, www.love-
lafayette.org/photocontest.  - C. Tyson

“The existing zoning in place that was
adopted through the fourth cycle
Housing Element remains in place,
and satisfies the city’s obligation for
zoning to meet the Regional Housing
Needs Allocation.” Orinda could sim-
ply “lay out all of the alternatives with
the understanding that the city would
select a final alternative at a later date
prior to adoption of the document.”

      
After council members received

comment from 30 more community
members and probed staff and the
city’s attorney with questions for
more than an hour, that is exactly
what the council decided to do. Staff
will transmit the latest Housing Ele-

ment draft to the state, and hopes to
have comments back from the De-
partment of Housing and Community
Development in late February. In the
interim, staff will work with represen-
tatives of Pacific Municipal Consult-
ants to draft responses to the
numerous public comments received
regarding the draft Environmental
Impact Report. Once HCD issues its
comments, the city will then schedule
another meeting to allow further pub-
lic input. Staff hopes to send Orinda’s
revised draft back to HCD in March
so that the finalized Housing Element
can be adopted in April. 

Orinda

Orinda Housing Element
Draft Headed to State for
Initial Review
... continued from page A6



www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLYA12 Wednesday, December 17, 2014

 Paul Kephart   Master Craftsman

 www.TheCabinetMd.com

 BEFORE

 AFTER

 W  ith over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can

 alter or modify  most cabinetry,  while still 

 utilizing your existing cabinetry for: 

 • Large Screen, HD/Plasma TV’s

 • Oversized, built-in Refrigerators

 • Redesigns/Alterations 

 Thinking about  home, office, entertainment, custom 

 cabinetry, shelving, crown mouldings ,  baseboards , 

 new  doors  or  mantels ? We can help there, too!

 Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

 925.827. 1 093

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,
crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin
Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 
Moraga Resident

Giving Dreams an Address    

3 Canyon View Drive, Orinda 

4 Las Cascadas, Orinda 

25 Las Vegas Road, Orinda 

He’s All About New Listings in May 

 
Office:  925-254-8585 
Cell:     925-998-7898 

www.clarkthompson.com 
 ct@clarkthompson.com 

CalBRE #: 00903367

~ HE’S ALL ABOUT LAMORINDA ~

30 Years Selling More Homes Than Any Other Individual Agent! 

BRE #: 00903367 

Welcome to the Spring Market! 

528 Tahos Road, Orinda 
    5 bedrooms - 4 baths - 2 half baths 

5,123sqft - .54 acre  

25 Monte Vista Road, Orinda 
 2 bedrooms - 2.5 baths  

2,311sqft - .20 acre  

Homes Are Open This Sunday 2-4pm 

3 Canyon View Drive, Orinda 

4 Las Cascadas, Orinda 

25 Las Vegas Road, Orinda 

He’s All About New Listings in May 

 
Office:  925-254-8585 
Cell:     925-998-7898 

www.clarkthompson.com 
 ct@clarkthompson.com 

Flamingo’s Flooring
CARPET • LUXURY VINYL TILE • SHEET VINYL

LAMINATE • TILE • HARDWOOD
Special Financing Options Available

10% DISCOUNT to Lamorinda Residents

SHOP AT HOME. WE WILL BRING THE SAMPLES TO YOU

925-828-9600 Contact us for a FREE
In-Home Estimate

info@flamingosflooring.com • www.flamingosflooring.com
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Higher Water Bills for Lamorinda?
That depends on Mother Nature
By Cathy Tyson

Prior to the first big storm of the
winter season the East Bay Mu-

nicipal Utility District’s board of di-
rectors adopted measures in response
to the drought, with the potential to
raise customers’ bills.

      
The utility is calling for increased

customer conservation on a voluntary
basis.  Early this year, customers were
asked to cut back 10 percent of their
water usage.   This suggestion was
successful with all district customers
combined - residential, commercial
and irrigation – reducing their use by
12.6 percent compared to 2013.  Now
EBMUD is asking for even more vol-
untary conservation, requesting that
customers cut back 15 percent starting
on New Year’s Day, Jan. 1.

      
Equally important, if needed, de-

pending on Mother Nature, the utility
will make a second purchase of water

from the Sacramento River.  “This is
our third dry year in a row.  Our cus-
tomers’ ongoing conservation before
and during this drought is one reason
why we have not had to ask for harsh
cutbacks,” said board president Andy
Katz.  “We do expect some more rain
this winter, but possibly not enough.”

      
Back in April, EBMUD pur-

chased and delivered 18,600 acre feet
of water from the Sacramento River.
The $8 million cost of purchasing,
pumping and treating that water was
absorbed by the district.  At its Dec. 9
meeting the board of directors consid-
ered making a second purchase.  De-
pending on relatively near term
rainfall, if the board decides to go
ahead with the purchase customers
will see a 14 percent surcharge on
their bills.  According to Abby
Figueroa, senior public information

representative, EBMUD residential
customers could see their bills in-
crease by an average of $4.30 per
month, depending on their level of
conservation, until drought costs are
paid.

      
“Recent storms are helping, but

water supply is about more than rain.
It’s about the timing of storms, tem-
peratures and how long snow stays on
the ground before it melts,” said gen-
eral manager Alexander Coate.  “We
will need at least the average level of
precipitation this winter and spring to
be in better shape than we were this
past year,” he said. 

      
Precipitation in the Mokelumne

watershed was only half of normal
from July, 2013 to June, 2014.
EBMUD reservoirs received only
one-third of their normal runoff, mak-
ing it the fifth driest year on record.

Moraga

Moraga’s New Council Member –
Teresa Onoda
... continued from page A4

      
Onoda says she was attracted to

art since her very early years.  “I al-
ways loved art and remember riding
my bicycle to the Des Moines Art
Center on weekends when I was still
in grade school,” she said. “As soon
as I took my first formal art course in
high school, I knew that this would al-
ways be part of my career.” 

      
Her artistry evolved over the

years and she experimented with
many kinds of art, but it took a back
seat to raising her children when they
were very young.  “When we moved
to Moraga in 1989, I met Pam Glover,
one of the premier plein air painters
in California, and began to develop
into a professional artist,” she stated.
“My relationship with Pam Glover
evolved to the point where we were
painting partners on a weekly basis
for years.  Sadly, Pam passed away in
2010.”  Onoda almost always paints

in outdoor locations somewhere in the
Bay Area.  If the weather is poor, she
might stay home and paint under the
covered entryway of her front porch.
On very rare occasions, she paints in-
side her house near a window that al-
lows natural light to reach the canvas.

      
For the past 15 years, Onoda has

been creating paintings that have been
displayed in galleries in downtown
San Francisco and Carmel.  Her work
has also been in galleries in Vail,
Colo., and in Palm Desert, Calif.  She
has conducted workshops in Califor-
nia, New Mexico, Iowa and Michi-
gan. “When I’m painting, I lose any
sense of myself and become part of
the landscape,” she said. “I feel like I
am part of nature, not a person stand-
ing apart from it.  That’s why I feel so
strongly about preserving natural
beauty.”

      
When she is not painting, Onoda

spends a lot of time doing all of the
things a small business owner must
do – marketing, managing finances,
keeping up her supplies, hanging
shows, managing her online presence
and working with various gallery
owners and show curators.

      
Moving to Moraga changed

Onoda’s life as she became more ac-
tive as a citizen, tackling problems in
the community, and as an artist striv-
ing to develop an expertise in plein
air painting.  “One of my first expe-
riences advocating for improvements
in Moraga involved a dangerous

stretch of Donald Drive that Rheem
Elementary School kids were using
where there was no sidewalk,” she
remembered. “I helped to form a
group that helped get a grant that paid
for a sidewalk so the students could
move about safely.” Another event
was the golf course at Palos Col-
orados, which as originally proposed,
she felt, would have blocked the mi-
gration corridor for wildlife.  “I was
involved with a group of citizens who
raised money to pay for expert re-
ports that informed the discussion
and ultimately led to the elimination
of the golf course from the proposal,”
she said.

      
Onoda got involved with her art

organizing a yearly open space art
exhibit, and participating in an art
“paint out” and art show on the
slopes of Mount Diablo for Save
Mount Diablo.  

      
She was appointed to the Moraga

Planning Commission two years ago.
“I gained a working knowledge of
Moraga’s General Plan, the town’s or-
dinances, the procedural mechanics of
the commission and town council and
boards, the roles and contributions of
town staff members and the constel-
lation of concerned citizens providing
input into all of the local activities,”
she said.  Now on the council she will
place a high priority on preserving
Moraga’s open spaces and ridgelines,
and will work on improving residents’
participation.

Photo A. Scheck

Moraga
Sand Bagged

CERT volunteers filled sandbags the evening of Dec. 10 in anticipation of the impending storm. Two
hundred bags were filled by 5:40 p.m.; two hours later, they were all gone. Pictured, from left: Gor-
don Nathan, John Burgess, Tim Freeman, John Haffner; not pictured, Ellen Beans and Rob Lucacher.

Photo Rob Lucacher



From January through Novem-
ber, Lafayette’s Alex Cox and

Orinda’s Alan Smith are like most
other suburban husbands and fathers:
they go to work every morning, at-
tend sporting events, vacation with
their families and help their kids with
homework. But come December,
Cox, a small business owner, and
Smith, a corporate attorney, take on
their alter-egos, becoming their own
version of Santa Claus (Cox) and his
trusty elf, Chaz (Smith).

      
Best friends since their high

school days in Oakland, the two, who
are equally passionate and often finish
each other’s sentences, describe
themselves as fun-loving and goofy.
And it’s that silliness that brought
them to co-found OakLuv, an organ-
ization created to bring joy and hap-
piness to underprivileged families in
East Oakland.

      
Smith’s 1963 classic convertible

was the unintended impetus when, six
years ago, the two boys-at-heart de-
cided to dress up as Santa and his elf
and drive around, blaring holiday
music. The idea grew; they bought
candy canes and small toys to hand
out.  “Then it was, OK, where should
we go to bring smiles to a lot of peo-
ple?” Cox said. 

      
Having grown up in East Oak-

land, Cox suggested going to his old
neighborhood. They pulled up to his

childhood home on 38th Avenue and
“people just started coming out of
their houses,” Smith continued.
“We’re dressed as Santa and his elf,
talking to the people that now live in
Alex’s former house, and more and
more kids start coming around. All of
a sudden, we’re handing out toys and
candy to all these kids.” Finishing the
story, Cox explained that “it was quite
silly and over the top.  We weren’t ac-
tually trying to be Santa or an elf, we
were just being ourselves with our
own little twist.”

      
When they first started, both men

admit, it really wasn’t to be altruistic.
“I don’t think we were necessarily
trying to be super nice,” Smith said.

“It was more lets go have some fun
and hand things out.  But then, some-
thing changed.  When we were hand-
ing out toys, looking at all the kids’
and parents’ faces … they were so
happy and it was so touching. And it
was so easy to do. So the next year we
stepped it up.” And they’ve “stepped
it up” every year since.

      
Four years ago, OakLuv adopted

two classes at an East Oakland ele-
mentary school. With the assistance of
friends who annually host a party and
raise money to benefit OakLuv, 50
kindergarteners received a jacket and
toys from Knucklehead Santa (as Cox
refers to himself), Chaz and his team
of elves.       ... continued on page B4

Wednesday, December 17, 2014 LAMORINDA WEEKLY          Page:  www.lamorindaweekly.com                      925-377-0977 B1

Day                    Spa, Salon & Café

T h e a t r e  S q u a r e  O r i n d a        w w w . e n t o u r a g e s p a . c o m        9 2 5 - 2 5 4 - 9 7 2 1
Serving the Community & Giving to Local Schools since 2003

Gift Certificates available
or Book Now!

925 - 254 - 9721 

Get ready for the Holidays!

Complete Makeover
Massage & facial, pedicure & manicure, 
hair & makeup, lunch, champagne or wine - $375

Group Spa Party
Choice of massage or facial, mani & pedi, 
appetizers, wine & champagne $150 per person*

*tax & tip included

Seasonal Special
80 min. or 50 min. massage with complementary
shampoo & blow dry

Services & Products
Precision Cuts & the Latest in Color Treatments
Hair Extensions, Brazilian Blowout, Blow Dry Bar Gifts

Bath & Home
Jewelry & Accessories
Cards & Stationary
Apparel

Hair
• Living Proof
• Moroccan Oil
• Framesi

Face
• Dermalogica, 
• Jan Marini,
• Bare Minerals MD skin care

Spa packages

Full Day 
50 min. massage, deep
cleanings facial, mani & pedi,
shampoo & blow dry, lunch,
champagne or wine - $250

Half Day
45 min. massage with
deep cleansing facial,
pedicure, lunch, wine
or champagne - $200

‘Knucklehead Santa’ and ‘Chaz’
Deliver More Than Gifts
By Diane Claytor

Alan Smith (Chaz, the elf ), upper left, smiles with fellow elves and “Knucklehead Santa,” Alex Cox. Photos provided

“Knucklehead Santa” arrives in Oakland.



“When it all comes true  
Just the way you planned
It’s funny but the bells don’t ring
It’s a quiet thing.” 
– Fred Ebb and John Kander

Born and raised in Little Rock,
Ark., longtime Lamorindan

Leslie Darwin O’Brien began singing
when she was just 6 years old. “Our
house was filled with so much joy; we
had hardwood floors so the music res-
onated through the house – all sorts of
music. I grew up listening to my dad’s
incredibly beautiful voice as he stood
beside me singing in church. My sis-
ters and I also put on shows for our
parents.” By the time she was in ninth
grade, she was touring nationally.
“Music broadened my horizons.”

      
She finished school before em-

barking on a 15-year career in the en-
tertainment industry. Supporting
herself as a cater-waiter in between
parts in Tony Kelly’s “Faust” and
other thought-provoking off-Broad-
way shows, she lived a life many oth-
ers have lacked the courage to pursue.
But as much as she enjoyed that time,
she says, she “was incredibly lucky
that life took a different path.” The
Stanford grad found love with her
husband, Tim O’Brien, welcomed
three boys to the world, and now
serves as the Director of Community
Life at the Orinda Community
Church. This past April, she and her
husband joined with other Lamorin-
dans to raise a significant sum of
money to benefit victims of the
Boston Marathon bombing.

       
In the midst of it all, fate came

knocking. A friend serendipitously sug-
gested that Moraga resident, Terry
Miller, would be a perfect music teacher
for one of O’Brien’s sons. As O’Brien
became better acquainted with Miller,
she learned that he just also happened
to be an internationally renowned
bassist who has performed with every-
one from Amy Grant to Debbie Harry,
the Doobie Brothers, Jimmy Buffett,
Patsy Cline, Emmy Lou Harris, Stan
Kenton, and Vince Gil. 

      
In addition to a shared love of

music, O’Brien and Miller have both
founded successful youth education
programs. Terry’s Kids (tmkids.org)
is Miller’s nonprofit which is keeping
music in San Francisco Bay Area
schools while spearheading a music
exchange program with Havana,
Cuba this February. GirlPower is
O’Brien’s brainchild. (See “Orinda
Community Church Aunties Up” in
the Lamorinda Weekly’s online
archives.) 

      
As their acquaintance grew into

friendship, Miller began lobbying
O’Brien to step out from the security
of her church choir to return to solo
performance. Her friends and fellow
church members also nudged and
prodded. “I could not have done this
30 years ago at all. I wouldn’t have
anything to bring to it,” says O’Brien.
“I also couldn’t have done it without
their support and the support of my
wonderful family.” Those who have
already purchased the CD are calling
O’Brien’s sound soothing – some-
thing they pop in for their daily drive
times and for lifetime in general. One
friend even played the disc to ease
the passing of a terminally ill rela-
tive.

                     
... continued on page B8
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Services with

ree Goldsmiths & 
a Graduate Gemologist

• Custom Designs
• Appraisals 
• Expert Repairs

All your jewelry is insured with 
Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

50% off
Watch 
Battery
Now $5, 
Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. 
Exp. 1/31/15.

Usually installed while you wait.
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New Open Meditation Circle Widens in
Moraga
By Sophie Braccini

Feeling stressed or over-
whelmed?  A solution could be

just around the corner – the new Mon-
day morning meditation circle housed
at the Career Wisdom Institute in
Moraga.  

      
The Buddhist-inspired and free-

form practice starts with a few short
words from whomever is leading the
circle that day, followed by a half-
hour silent meditation, with an op-
tional discussion afterward.  The
circle is opened to all, from seasoned
meditation practitioners to beginners.  

      
“The five of us wanted to create a

Sangha (Buddhist term meaning
community), a place where people
would come together to meditate,”
says Monica Moore. “(This practice)
brings a lot of stillness in my life and
a feeling of community.” 

      
Four women, including Moore,

Sherry Berman, Leah Fisher and
Gaby Gervais-Mozée, all knew
Maura Wolf.  “Maura and I have
practiced (meditation) for the last two
to three years with different groups of
moms in Moraga,” explains Moore,
while Berman knew her through the
Saint Mary's Leadership Center,
where Wolf works, and her own Ca-
reer Wisdom Institute.  They chose a
place off Country Club Drive for a
weekly gathering.  All have experi-
ence with meditation, some for many
years, and they all emphasize the
pleasure of creating this new circle in
their town.

      
The large room is flooded with

morning light at 10:30 a.m., and a cir-
cle is formed with comfy armchairs
and more spartan chairs; some bring
their own meditation pillow where
they sit cross-legged.  The group, in
their 30s to 70s, is welcoming, non-
judgmental and mostly, but not exclu-
sively, women.  The session begins
with a leader – sometimes Mozée,
Berman, or Wolf – sometimes a guest
speaker, asking if anyone wants guid-
ance or wants to discuss something
before the practice starts.  When a bell
chimes, silence falls on the room.

      
“It’s invaluable to have some-

thing local at that time of the day; you
can drop kids at school if you have
kids, and find a group of people to
meditate with,” says Julia Wolinski,
who heard about the group on the
Nextdoor Corliss neighborhood site.
Fisher adds that it was a wonderful
surprise to discover that there were so
many meditation practitioners tucked
away in Lamorinda.

      
All of the participants agree the

space is grounding and peaceful.  A.J.
Brown, who’s the associate business
director at the CAPA dance studio,
needed a place outside of home and
work at least once a week to capture
a moment of stillness in an otherwise
chaotic life.  “It's amazingly nourish-
ing for the soul and the spirit,” she
says. “It gives me an excuse to be still.
At home or work there is always the
pressure of everything that has to be

done, but here there is no guilt about
doing something for myself.”  Mozée
adds, as one meditates, time expands,
and in fact you have more time for the
rest of your day.

      
For Jen Varela, meditation is a

spiritual practice, a way of life that
compliments any religion.  The
mother of five children ages 9 to 14
was diagnosed with Sezary syn-
drome, a rare form of cutaneous lym-
phoma, with a difficult prognosis; but
the woman speaks of it openly and
with no anger. “We have the ability to
take things positively or negatively,”
says Varela, “and I’m going to take it
positively and positive things have
happened because of it.”  

      
She encourages her teen children

to participate in a meditation group
for adolescents, and so does Moore
who has implemented a ritual in her
own house. Moore has four children
ages 7 to 16, and the family meditates
every week together before going to
Mass at their church; they also medi-
tate every night before dinner.  “I try
to teach them to be more aware and
create a space between their thoughts,
their emotions and their actions,” says
Moore.  

      
Anyone interested in the group

can come for the 10:30 a.m. practice
on Monday mornings at 1036 Coun-
try Club Drive, Suite 100, in Moraga.
A small wicker basket for donations
sits by the door; donations are used to
contribute to the space.

Participants in the Moraga meditation circle. Photo Sophie Braccini

24/7 Live-In Care Specialists. We offer around-the-clock care for a reasonable price
despite recent overtime laws.

Brain Health Experts. We are the only home care agency that offers Cognitive 
Therapeutics, a research- backed activities program that promotes brain health 
and vitality in our clients.

Lamorinda’s Best Caregivers. Each has at least 2 years experience and undergoes
extensive training and screening, including a DOJ background check, drug test and
proprietary psychological exam designed to test for honesty and conscientiousness.

Meet Jill. Jill Cabeceiras is the client care manager for the East Bay.
She has been working with older adults for more than ten years and 
is an expert on managing care within the home. Let Jill help you and
your family!

Call Jill to schedule your free consultation today!
925-820-8390 • HomeCareAssistance.com
190-G Alamo Plaza, Alamo, CA 94507

Hundreds of Bay Area families choose 
Home Care Assistance.
Trust our award-winning care to suit your family’s
needs. We’re the best!

The Tiptoes of  Happiness
By Laurie Snyder

Leslie Darwin O’Brien Photo provided

Custom Quality Fencing
• Good Neighbor Fence
• Deer Fencing
• Picket/Split Rail
• RV Gates
• Trellis and Arbors
• Retaining Walls
• Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491 

Ken Tamplen
925-938-9836
www.kensrototilling.com



Imagine working on a treadmill
while holding your breath.  Then

complete your workout upside down
… and underwater.  

      
Such is the current life of Alison

“Ali” Williams, who happily devotes
six hours daily, six days a week sub-
mersed in Campolindo High School’s
SODA pool to practice with the USA
Synchro National Swim Team. 

      
She is one of only two non-colle-

giate synchro swimmers in the coun-
try (Concord teammate Mariya
Koroleva is the other) and one of nine
members on “team one,” together
since September, making their inter-
national debut at the French Open in
March – a 10th member joins in Jan-
uary. The team will compete at the
Pan American Games in Toronto,
Canada, but their focus is the bi-an-
nual World Aquatics Championships
in Kazan, Russia, beginning July 24.  

      
Williams has lived for the sport,

training on her own since she was 10,
and sacrificed in the process.  Yet she
calls herself a mermaid, and describes
synchro swimming as a “dream job.” 

      
“I’m pretty quiet, go to bed early,

and [am] very low maintenance. I am
very focused on training for the
Olympics so my lifestyle is pretty
simple and hardworking,” she said.
Home-schooled through high school,
Williams attended UCLA for three
years, where she majored in sociol-
ogy.  She left school, moved to Indi-
anapolis to train with a synchro swim
team, then dropped the sport for two

and a half years.  

      
“It’s a long time to be away from

the sport and come back,” she admit-
ted.  Some said she’d be too old to
compete, but she attended team try-
outs at Diablo Valley College last
June. Suddenly the “location, the
coaching and training schedule” felt
right, Williams said. She made more
sacrifices: relocating to Lamorinda,
leaving family, and sleeping for 10
weeks in a 30-foot trailer with “no
electricity, no heat, no refrigerator, no
bathroom.” Yet Williams loved “the
peace, quiet, and shelter it provided.”  

      
She’d sleep with her clothes in the

bed, to warm them before rising at 5
a.m. and cycling to the pool. She mi-
crowaved her breakfast there before
morning practice, showered at the
pool, and visited the library where she
read, warmed herself and recharged
her phone.  Williams sought more
permanent lodging when the weather
turned, and found a house-sitting po-
sition in Moraga through social
media. Williams said she has found a
welcoming swim community in
Lamorinda, which helps with her
transition. 

      
The Synchro swimmers range in

age from 16 to mid-20s. It is an all-
women’s sport, although one male
performs at the World Championships
in Russia. Williams, who turned 25
Nov. 30, is the oldest.  Seven mem-
bers came out of clubs with reputa-
tions for turning out Olympic
swimmers (five trained with the Santa

Clara Aquamaids, two with the Wal-
nut Creek Aquanuts). A sixth member
trained on a team in suburban Buf-
falo, N.Y.  Williams, who was raised
in Southern California and had a
swimming pool in her backyard, is
unaffiliated.  

      
These competitors swim as a

group of eight or in duets. There are
also categories for solo and combo
performances. Strength, flexibility,
and lung capacity are key to success
in a sport where swimmers spend up
to two minutes of every three-and-a-
half-minute-long routine submerged,
overcoming the body’s natural urge to
surface for air.  

      
Much like an iceberg, the synchro

support team is more than just its
members.  The coaching staff consists
of Olympian and head coach Myriam
Glez and assistant coach Lolli Mon-
tico, plus a choreographer, a doctor, a
nutritionist, a physiologist and a
sports psychologist. 

      
What solidifies the experience,

Williams explained, is that the entire
staff is “all on the same page.”  Train-
ing, which includes out of the pool
stretching and in the water acrobatics,
runs from 6 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
to 3 p.m. Bedtime is 9 p.m.  

      
When asked what she thinks

about during practice, Williams said
she strives to keep her mind “crystal
clear.”

      
“If you’re thinking about what’s

ahead, you’ll be late,” she said.
Williams’ business card lists her as
“athlete, coach and performer,” but
says she can’t afford to miss crucial
practice time any more to coach.    

      
“It’s my dream job … I’m a mer-

maid,” she said happily.  “I have no
plans to leave this sport.”

      
The USA Synchro National Team

will perform for the public at 3:30
p.m. Dec. 20 at Campolindo High
School’s SODA pool, when the team
will present their swim routines for
the 2015 Pan American Games and
International Swimming Federation
World Championships. Admission is
$10. To learn more about the USA
Synchro Swim National Team, go to
http://tinyurl.com/ly24chd.
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A Mermaid in Moraga
By Cathy Dausman

Alison “Ali” Williams, the mermaid Photos Cathy Dausman

From left, back to front: isabel Malcolmson (white cap, yellow lenses), Sarah rodriguez (gray cap, blue goggles), Anita
Alvarez (black cap, silver lenses), Karensa tjoa (black cap, gold lenses), Claire Barton (center), Pheobe Coffin (black cap,
gold lenses), Sandra Ortellado (red and white cap, white lenses), and Alison Williams (pink straps, purple suit);  not pic-
tured: Mariya Koroleva 
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No, it wasn’t Santa’s elves
that stuffed a van down a

chimney to serve elders in the
community.  Thanks to the hard
work of Lamorinda Senior Trans-
portation Coordinator Mary Bruns
a brand new 12-passenger wheel-
chair accessible Spirit Van was
obtained, free of charge, bringing
the fleet up to three vehicles.  

     
In the past, Bruns was able to

obtain a 5310 Federal Grant
which covered all but 11 percent
of the cost, which is shared by the
City of Lafayette, the Town of
Moraga and the Community
Foundation of Orinda.  This time
around, she was able to secure the
federal grant for most of the
$67,000 price tag, and in addition
found state toll credits that paid
for the balance of the cost. “It re-
ally helped,” said Bruns.

     
The Spirit Vans are busy Mon-

day through Friday, and most
Sundays, taking seniors from
Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda to
lunch at the Walnut Creek Senior
Center and to doctors’ appoint-
ments, to church, on errands, and
more.  The brand new Spirit Van
is naked – just waiting for a break
in the weather so that signage de-
cals can be affixed.

     
The newest van can seat a

dozen ambulatory people or four
wheelchairs plus six ambulatory
people.  Drivers volunteer their

time in 4-hour shifts once per
week, they also help passengers
with packages and groceries to
bring them into the house offering
door through door service.

     
The Spirit Van has become in-

creasingly popular with seniors;
in fiscal year 2013-14 a grand
total of 4,316 rides were delivered
to older adults, more than double
the amount of rides given when
the program first started in 2006.
In order to keep the program sus-
tainable, rides generally cost $5
for a one-way trip within Lamor-
inda and $10 round trip; low in-
come seniors get a discount
equivalent to what they would pay
on the County Connection bus.
Those heading to the daily nutri-
tious lunch program at the senior
center, the lunch bunch, pay only
$2.50 each way.  Lunch is a dona-
tion, and staff never say no.   

     
The program has about a

dozen drivers who volunteer their
time “out of the kindness of their
hearts,” said Bruns, describing

them as a dedicated group.  For-
mer Spanish teacher at Miramonte
High School then Joaquin Moraga
Intermediate School, Gabriela
Mozee became a driver this past
September.  “We receive many
compliments from our passengers
who love our drivers and don’t
know what they would do without
us,” said Mozee.  

     
She was impressed by the

level of preparation required to
start the job that took roughly a
month to complete.  “Mary Bruns,
the director, gave me a very thor-
ough manual about vehicle in-
spection and fundamentals on
vehicle driving; requested letters
of recommendation; and sched-
uled practical driving lessons with
experienced drivers/teachers, and
arranged for a workshop on elder
abuse.”

     
Drivers and donations are al-

ways needed.  For more informa-
tion about donating to or
volunteering with the Spirit Van,
call (925) 283-3534.
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“Santa just shows up, unannounced,”
Cox said. “The kids’ jaws drop. The
first year we did this, the teacher said,
with tears in her eyes, ‘I didn’t think
anyone cared about us.’ There are so
many touching moments,” Cox con-
tinued.

      
Last year, Smith noted, they ex-

panded again, providing gifts for
women and children living in a shelter
for domestic abuse victims.  This
year, they’ve added a second domes-
tic abuse shelter as well as a preschool
for children suffering from personal
trauma. “We receive lists of what
these women and children need and
want and farm them out to our ever-
growing network of friends and fam-
ily who are eager to help,” Smith said. 

      
OakLuv has joined forces with

the Oakland Fire Department’s Ran-
dom Acts of Kindness group, helping
to fulfill wishes expressed in letters
kids write to the firefighters. With sin-
cere emotion, Cox told of one letter
received from a boy living in a shelter.
“He said he didn’t want anything for
Christmas but he hoped his two
younger brothers would get presents.
Santa, Chaz and our elves knocked on
the shelter door, asked to see this
young man and showered him, his
brothers and other shelter residents,
with gifts.”

      
The house on 38th Avenue is still

the site of OakLuv’s biggest party.
The family puts out signs in the
neighborhood announcing Santa’s ar-

rival. Last year, more than 400 gifts
were distributed and, Smith ex-
claimed, “there was a line of kids
winding around a city block.” There
was a piñata and a mariachi band.
This year they’re hoping to have a fire
truck in addition to their fleet of clas-
sic convertibles driving Santa and his
elves around.

      
“This whole thing has taken on a

life of its own, and it’s very hum-
bling,” Cox said. Smith added that
“seeing the joy on the faces of kids
and parents is just incredibly powerful
and moving.” They both agreed that,
“little ol’ Alan and Alex” stumbled
onto something bigger than they ever
could have imagined and both have
been dramatically changed.

      
To learn how you can help bring

happiness to underprivileged fami-
lies, go to www.oakluv.org.

‘Knucklehead Santa’ and ‘Chaz’
Deliver More Than Gifts
... continued from B1

A surprise visit at an Oakland elementary school.

“Knucklehead Santa” shares a hug.

Free Spirit Van for Seniors
By Cathy Tyson 

Several of the Spirit van drivers and dispatchers smile in front of one of
three vans now servicing Lamorinda seniors.                             Photo provided
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Bonded and insured.
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Approximately 200 Saint
Mary’s College students, fac-

ulty and staff joined the growing
number of protests in the Bay Area
that followed grand jury decisions
not to indict police officers in the
killings of Michael Brown and
Eric Garner. The group staged a
“die-in” and held a candlelight
vigil Dec. 4 to express their suffer-
ing and sadness surrounding the
events. 

     
Brother Charles Hilken and

Jane Camarillo, vice provost for
Student Life, organized a panel to
provide a place for folks to talk,
which resulted in creating a plan of
action, fostering solidarity, and
raising awareness of the issues sur-
rounding police brutality.

     
“In the wake of lack of indict-

ments for the murderers of
Michael Brown and Eric Garner,
there are protests across the nation
and at their core are commonalities
in story,” said Saint Mary’s Assis-
tant Professor Raina J. León.

     
As part of the “die-in” stu-

dents, faculty and staff marched
into Oliver Hall with their hands
raised chanting, “Hands up, don't
shoot!” and then took turns dis-
cussing black versus white vio-
lence, telling multiple stories of
abuse, and expressing their hurt in
sometimes poetic and allegoric
terms.  Then after one last shouting
of “Hands up, don't shoot,” they
fell to the ground, symbolizing the

shooting of Michael Brown.

     
The event was followed that

evening with a candlelight vigil at
the SMC chapel, where partici-
pants gathered for prayers, songs
and reflection.

     
“Saint Mary's needs this, Mor-

aga and the Lamorinda area needs
this,” said one of the organizers,
SMC sophomore Rachel Hartley,
after the vigil. “We are on these
beautiful hills, in this beautiful
area, and we can forget about other
things that are going on.”   For
black students on campus who are
in the middle of finals, she added,
it is hard to think about people out
there who are dying.  The young
student said she felt sad that his-
tory keeps repeating itself and that
there seems to be no way out, and
that terrible events such as these
killings overshadow the real
progress that has been made.  

     
“We need to recognize that

there are police officers who try
their hardest to protect lives, but if
there are too many police officers
who are criminalizing black peo-
ple and making them the demons,
then it’s going to be hard to look at
the police officers as the good
guy,” she said.  

     
Hartley would like to see more

justice for all and deep reforms of
the police and justice systems.  She
felt that the presence of faculty and
staff at both events was very com-
forting to students.

     
The Saint Mary’s group

reached out to other colleges in the
Bay Area.  Their goal was to come
from a place of peace and reflec-
tion in order to effect change with-
out anger clouding their judgment. 
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SMC Organizes Peaceful Protest
Following Ferguson and NY
Indictment Decisions
By Sophie Braccini 

Saint Mary’s College students stage “die-in.” Photos Andy Scheck

Participants read poetry as part of the recent Saint Mary’s College protest.

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic 
is a brand new 
facility owned by
“Dr. Laurie”
Langford who has
been caring for
animals in Orinda
for 15 years.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: tvvc@theaterviewvetclinic.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Book your tour online at 
Savornapatours.com
Phone: 707-219-6120
$60/hr flat rate from pickup to drop off.

Commercially insured and licensed TCP# 32381-B

Customized wine tours 
with local Napa Valley 
operator- Carl Johnson

Mention this ad for 10% off!



It’s hard to imagine a group of teenage girls
sitting down to make quilts on a Saturday

morning, but the Orinda Juniorettes have done
just that. They have also donated a goat through
Heifer International, supported girls’ education
through the Malala Fund, and knitted hats for
premature babies.

      
The Orinda Juniorettes of California are a

local group of high school girls who engage in
various community service activities, some con-
ventional and some quite unique. Started in
2010, the Juniorettes – a division of the Orinda
Junior Women’s Club and the General Federa-
tion of Women’s Clubs – have monthly projects
focusing on a specific charity. For September,
they completed a total of 16 quilts which they
plan to donate to children in need, specifically
those who are homeless, suffer from HIV or
AIDS, or were born drug addicted. With quilt
kits provided by Children’s Quilts/East Bay
Heritage Quilters, the girls laid out patterns,
ironed, and sewed together various quilts. More
experienced sewers taught other members how
to use the sewing machines. Juniorette member
and vice president Konnie Guo says, “It’s so
great how we were able to have fun, learn how
to sew quilts, and give back to the community
with this project.”

      
The group’s November project was Opera-

tion Christmas Child, which the Juniorettes have

contributed to for the past three years. As a pro-
gram dedicated to providing children in under-
privileged areas with school supplies, toys, and
clothing, Operation Christmas Child has gained
the support of hundreds of thousands since its
establishment in 1993. 

      
Determined a few weeks in advance, each

member purchased a few items, and met with
the other members over a recent weekend.
Some purchased crayons or markers, and others
bought stuffed animals or hair clips. At the
meeting, the Juniorettes distributed and pack-
aged the gifts in shoe boxes, and wrapped up the
boxes with holiday wrapping paper, ribbons and
stickers. After a day of packaging gifts, a club
member reflected, “Not only is it so much fun
to embrace the holiday spirit with my friends,
but Operation Christmas Child is such a worthy
cause. Taking part in it allows us to make a dif-
ference and give back during the holiday sea-
son.” 

      
Next month, the Juniorettes plan on visiting

and assisting at Saint Anthony’s soup kitchen in
San Francisco, having a bake sale, and preparing
for a school-wide textbook drive in the spring.
Juniorettes are always looking for new mem-
bers, so if there are any high school girls living
in the Lamorinda area who are interested, please
email the Juniorettes at ojc.club@gmail.com.
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Community Service

Girl Scout Helps Feral Kittens
Through Gold Award Project
Submitted by Linda Bailey

The Girl Scouts of Northern California is
pleased to have bestowed the highest

honor possible for a Girl Scout, the Gold Award,
to Acalanes High School graduate and current
Diablo Valley College student Erin Wurgley of
Lafayette, Troop 31042.

      
For the prestigious Gold Award, comparable

to the Boy Scout Eagle Award, girls spend
months or even years completing requirements
that develop leadership and culminate in an ex-
tensive service project that makes a difference
in their community or even across the world. In

2013, Girl Scouts of Northern California
proudly conferred this honor to 152 outstanding
young women.

      
To earn her Gold Award, Wurgley com-

pleted a project that developed the Lamorinda
Feral Kitten Rescue Network.  The project,
which she began in August 2013, focused on
community education, fostering, socializing,
adoption, collection and distribution of dona-
tions and supplies for 4- to 8-week-old feral kit-
tens.  Kittens socialized between the ages of 4-8
weeks old have a high rate of adoptability as
normal house cats.  Since finishing the project,
Wurgley continues to collaborate part-time with
the Contra Costa County Feral Cat Foundation
and SNIP (Spay Neuter Impact Program) for
feral cats.  

      
“It is an honor to bestow the Gold Award to

exceptional girls like Erin whose commitment
and initiative betters themselves and the world
around them,” said Marina Park, CEO of Girl
Scouts of North-
ern California.
“The intensive
work behind the
Gold Award
epitomizes how
Girl Scouting
helps to set a girl
on her path, and
then she can take
it anywhere
from there.”

erin Wurgley Photos provided

Orinda Juniorettes Join In The
Spirit of  Giving
Submitted by Konnie Guo and Elizabeth Bennette

From left, top: Sondra Abruzzo, Leila Minowada, and Colleen McCullough; bottom: Sarah
rockwood, Konnie Guo, Madeleine Becker, and Lara Sanli Photo Colleen McCullough

Girl Scout Gold Award Project
Brings Gift of  Reading to India
Submitted by Patty Gonser

This past August, Acalanes High School
senior Jenny Gonser volunteered over

150 hours to create a library for an orphanage
in India for her Girl Scout Gold Award.  She col-
lected over 1,000 donated books and with the
help of family, friends and high school church
group members from Lafayette-Orinda Presby-
terian Church, recorded 100 of the books to cre-
ate a listening library for the 108 children
currently living at the orphanage in Visakhap-
atnam, India. 

      
The orphanage was started about nine years

ago by Rosie and Anand Thandu, two software
engineers who were born in India but were then
living in Walnut Creek. “Rosie and Anand are
amazing people who have dedicated their lives
to helping to provide a loving home and food,

clothing and education to the some of the very
poor children in India,” said Gonser’s mother,
Patty. “Prior to coming to the orphanage, many
of the children had been abused, were malnour-
ished and had never had a formal education.” 

      
Gonser used her babysitting money to buy

20 CD players and had batteries donated.  With
the LOPC high school youth group, Gonser
brought all the books, CD players and batteries
to India where she spent two weeks setting up
the new library and training the teachers and
students.  The children and the teachers were
thrilled and the listening library was a huge hit.
The orphanage was recently damaged by the
eye of Cyclone Hudhud.  To learn more about
the orphanage, and how to help, visit http://chil-
drenoffaithmissions.org/.  

Acalanes high School senior Jenny Gonser reads with one of the girls, Krupa, at an orphanage
in india. Photo provided

Tis the Season of Giving
Roughing It Camp Joins Spirit of Giving
Join Roughing It in the spirit of giving this holiday season.  We are collecting donations
of coats, non-perishable food, and unwrapped toys until Dec. 18 for these wonderful
causes:  Coats for One Warm Coat, the Contra Costa Food Bank, and Toys for Tots. Drop
off your items between 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.at the Roughing It Camp Office, 1010 Oak Hill
Road in Lafayette. 

Support the Spirit Van Through Donations, Volunteering
The Lamorinda Spirit Van is a transportation program that offers affordable rides to local
shopping centers and medical appointments for Lamorinda’s most vulnerable older adults.
Its clients are overwhelmingly widows in the later years of their lives who have not only
outlived their husbands, but also their ability to drive. In most cases it offers some sort of
independence, and avoids the need for these folks to rely on the generosity of friends and
family or to move into institutions. Almost all the drivers are volunteers who donate the
equivalent of about $75,000 per year of their time to support the program. The program
needs your help. A small donation from Lamorinda families could provide additional
funds for the support of these vulnerable folks and improve individual lives “one trip at a
time.” Your tax-deductible check may be made payable to the City of Lafayette and mailed
to:  Lamorinda Spirit Van, c/o Lafayette Community Center, 500 St. Mary’s Road,
Lafayette, CA 94549.  For anyone interested in becoming a volunteer driver, please call
(925) 283-3534.

Orinda's ‘Cans for a Cause’ Food Drive
Benefits Food Bank of Contra Costa and Solano
Show how much you care, Orinda, by helping to collect 10,000 pounds of food this
holiday season. Drop off your donations at specially marked collection bins at: Orinda
City Hall, Orinda Community Center, the Orinda Union School District's administration
building, or any of Orinda's elementary schools through Dec. 19. (Contact sites for specific
collection dates and times.) Items needed: peanut butter, hearty soups, dried or canned
beans, canned tuna and chicken, canned tomato products, 100 percent fruit juice (48
ounces or less plastic bottles), canned vegetables and fruits, enriched rice or pasta, iron
rich and whole grain cereals, powdered milk. For more information, call: (925) 570-5654.

Lafayette Rotary Club Coat Drive
Every year the Lafayette Rotary Club is collecting gently used coats to donate to Shelter
Inc. of Contra Costa. At a recent Rotary meeting Executive Director Timothy O'Keefe
pointed out how important the Rotary coat drive is every year at the start of the cold season
to serve many homeless community members with warm clothing. This year the club is
inviting the community to bring gently used coats (adult or kids sizes) to the following
locations in Lafayette: Blodgett's Abbey Carpet & Flooring, 3291 Mt Diablo Ct.,
Lafayette, and the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce, 100 Lafayette Circle, Ste. 103,
Lafayette.  

Toy Drive for Needy or Homeless Children
Every year since Leslie DeWolf’s daughter started Brownies/Girl Scouts, they have taken
a barrel from the Bay Area Rescue Mission and asked a business to host it. “We have seen
amazing generosity and felt the true joy of the season,” she says. If you feel blessed and
would like to bring happiness to a needy or homeless child this season, bring an unwrapped
gift for a boy or girl of any age to Smile Tu, Inc., 2933 Ygnacio Valley Road in Walnut
Creek.

Donation Requests from
the Community



It’s that time of year when we
count our blessings. This year I

was reminded of one of the best gifts
a girl could have – really, really good
friends. So for my last column of the
year I asked some of my Lamorinda
“besties” to share some of their cool
holiday time and money saving ideas,
great wit and wisdom with you. 

      
Kjerstin Taylor-Rezendes: As

my very first Lamorinda friend, Kjer-
stin has a special place in my heart.
Not only is she mom to three of her
own great young adults and a younger
stepson, but she and husband Tom
Rezendes own the very popular Nor-
Cal Golf Academy in Walnut Creek.
She shares, “Our holidays have
changed dramatically over the years.
One practice I developed early on was
wrapping gifts immediately as they
were purchased and kept a written list
for each person so I didn’t forget what
I had purchased back in July! This put
an end to those all-nighter Christmas
Eve’s with frantic wrapping and ex-
haustion in the morning. Of course, I
have to admit that every year there is
at least one present with the wrong
name on it, but I think that is a ‘tradi-
tion’ accidentally inherited from my
mom!”

      
Melissa Griggs: This amazing

mom of four young men – including
a set of twins – designs, remodels and
builds homes that you would salivate
over. She and one of her incredible
homes has been featured in Better
Homes and Gardens magazine. With
a son successfully launched in New
York City, one finishing up at Saint
Mary’s, two at University of Arizona,
a home in Lafayette and a home in St.
Helena, this is a gal with about three
minutes of free time, in who knows
what city and what day! Here’s her
share: “When putting away your hol-
iday decorations, number the boxes in
the order you want to unpack; lights
get wrapped on a piece of cardboard
so they don't tangle; and put together
a small holiday tool set with wire,
snips, extra lights, etc. This stays in
the holiday box so it’s right there
when you need it!” 

      
Linda Lahonta: My wonderful

friend, Linda, and I have also known
each other since our children were
quite young. On top of running a very
successful tax practice she has also
launched two amazing young men. If
anyone in my life ever embodied
everything Christmas, well, it is defi-
nitely Linda. She and her husband,
Keith, came up with this awesome
idea that embodies the sheer survival
of exhausted parents, along with
much needed humor! “Our kids were
not allowed to get out of bed until the
bell rang, meaning Santa had just left.
(One year we even scooped up deer
poop from the lawn and put it on the
carpet to prove the reindeer had also
been there.) This meant we could

control the present opening time to a
more reasonable 7 to 7:30 a.m. rather
than 6 a.m. or earlier!”

      
Debi Murphy: As a pastor’s wife

(husband Kevin is the pastor of the
Lutheran Church of Walnut Creek)
Christmas is kind of the “family busi-
ness.” And of course as our director
of operations, life at Ballou Plum is
incredibly busy at this time of year.
Debi says that what has kept her sane
all these years is “to find joy in every
situation and to let go of expectations
and commit to staying cheerfully
flexible!” Her share for this column is
really to keep it simple. Rather than
try to replicate a many course, huge
sit-down feast she says, “I love simple
comfort foods for the holidays! A big
pot of chili or beef stew with corn-
bread are family favorites.” Staying
with the theme of keeping it simple,
she adds: “My goal is to decorate for
the holidays in one hour or less. What
I remember about each holiday are
the meaningful conversations and
time spent with others and not how
amazing (or not) my house looked!”

      
My own share: I’ll close with

this contribution which has stood the
Ballou family in good stead over the
years. My husband, John, and I
started out our lives together with
very little cash and there were many
lean financial years as we built our fu-
ture together. Our best selves came
through in the annual hand crafted
“coupon book” that we secretly cre-
ated for each other. Later, as the kids
grew, they too got caught up in the
spirit of the “coupon book” when al-
lowances fell a bit short of shopping
reality. These fun coupons included
everything from taking a chore on for
a family member (such as washing
the dishes) to more indulgent offer-
ings like breakfast in bed. Recently I
ran across an old coupon I hadn’t
cashed in yet for “Dinner and a

Movie” from my husband. Can’t wait
to redeem it over the holidays!

      
Wishing you a holiday full of fun,

simple blessings, with those that mat-
ter most. Happy Holidays!
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Estate Planning
Wills
Living Trusts
Special Needs Trusts 
Irrevocable Trusts
Pet Trusts
Limited Conservatorships

Elder Law
Long Term Care Planning

VA Benefits
Medi-Cal

Social Security

Phone (925) 252-8320 www.SCDLegal.com
1 Northwood Dr, Suite 2, Orinda

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Southworth Chavez & Day-Seiter LLP

Lynn Ballou is a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL
PLANNER™ professional and co-owner of
Ballou Plum Wealth Advisors, LLC, a
Registered Investment Advisory (RIA) firm
in Lafayette.  Lynn is also a Registered
Principal and Branch Manager with LPL
Financial (LPL).  The opinions voiced in this
material are for general information only
and not intended to provide specific advice
or recommendation for any individual.
Financial Planning offered through Ballou
Plum Wealth Advisors, A Registered
Investment Advisor and a separate entity.
Securities offered through LPL Financial,
member FINRA/SIPC.

Lynn’s Top Five
Time and Money Saving Holiday Ideas
– With A Lot of  Help From My Friends
By Lynn Ballou, CFP®

How Many Colleges Should I Apply To?
By Elizabeth LaScala, PhD

This question ranks among the
top five I get asked each admis-

sion cycle.  Six college applications
once seemed quite reasonable.  Now
eight is more commonplace and some
students want to apply to 10 or more.
When is enough, enough?  The aver-
age college bound American high
school student applies to just a few
colleges, reflecting the fact that nearly
80 percent of colleges still accept
about 80 percent of its applicants.

      
But in more affluent areas of the

country, like our own Lamorinda
communities, application numbers
are soaring, sometimes reaching ab-
surdly high submissions.  Last year a
student told me she planned to apply
to 24 colleges, and wondered if I
could review the list and assure her
that she would get into at least one.
She brought in the list and we carved
it down to nine carefully selected
schools, based on prioritized college
factors that were most important to
her and her parents.  With a more fo-
cused list, this student was able to
avoid burnout, research each college
fully, and write strong, convincing es-

says driven by sincere interest in each
college, rather than a scattershot ap-
proach and fear of rejection.  She ul-
timately had a more successful
outcome, with acceptances to five
schools.

      
What accounts for this rapid es-

calation of applications in upper mid-
dle class communities?  In part, the
Common Application, a standardized
online application used by over 500
member colleges has made applying
to colleges easier.   But, that’s not the
whole story.  Since the great recession
and unparalleled increases in college
costs, families are applying to more
institutions in the hopes of getting not
only offers of admission, but scholar-
ships to ease the financial burden as
well.  More middle and upper middle
class families are simply unwilling
(even if able) to pay the full sticker
price for a 4-year undergraduate de-
gree, and attempt to leverage their
children’s strong academic credentials
to access merit aid.  Even with this ra-
tional objective, applying to more
schools does not automatically ensure
a better outcome.  Careful research is

needed to determine if each college
awards merit aid (some only offer
need-based aid), how many scholar-
ships the student is actually eligible
for and if the various awards can be
combined.  This is usually determined
by the applicant’s GPA and test
scores, although there are numerous
other important criteria that must be
taken into account, depending on the
family’s unique circumstances.

      
Aside from pointing the finger at

the ease of applying to colleges using
the Common Application, the in-
creased interest in merit aid, and the
fear factor (Will I get into any col-
lege?), colleges themselves should be
held accountable for the growing
trend to send out more applications.
Colleges are generally eager to con-
vince more students to apply and
many, perhaps most, work overtime
to promote their institutions.  Higher
numbers of applicants result in lower
admit rates, thus boosting a college’s
position in the national rankings.  Stu-
dents are bombarded with propa-
ganda directed toward convincing
them to apply – free, ‘priority’ appli-

cations, email spam, and sometimes
even phone calls are used to seduce
our children into believing that the
colleges really want them, when, gen-
erally speaking, these efforts are
aimed at increasing the numbers of
applicants so schools can reject more
of them.  In an ironic twist, many
schools are now lamenting the num-
bers of applications students submit,
since the trend makes it harder on ad-
mission staff to distinguish kids who
are genuinely interested in their insti-
tutions from those who are simply hit-
ting the panic button.  This, in turn,
leads to decreased accuracy in the all-
important yield predictions for the in-
coming freshman class.  Colleges – be
careful what you wish for.

      
Parents and their students are in

charge of the number of applications
they submit.  My advice is to apply to
eight, at most 10 (count the UC and
CSU systems just once each) well re-
searched colleges that fit your aca-
demic, social and financial criteria.
Demonstrate consistent, sincere inter-
est over time in each one and be done.
It takes dedication and time to submit

a handful of strong college applica-
tions and remain a truly competitive
applicant. In 12 years of counseling, I
have yet to see that ‘more is better’
proven in college admissions.

elizabeth LaScala, Ph.D. is an
independent college advisor who
draws upon 25 years of higher
education experience to help guide
and support the college admissions
process for students and their families.
Dr. LaScala is a member of nACAC,
WACAC and heCA.  She can be
contacted at (925) 891-4491 or
elizabeth@doingcollege.com.  visit
www.doingcollege.com for more
information about her services.

AT HOME

Our mission is to provide personalized care,
help maintain independence and

enhance our client’s quality of life
on a daily basis.

• Fully bonded and insured
• Geriatric care management
• Hourly care     
• Live-in care
• Transportation to and from

medical appointments
• Medication reminders 

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite D Lafayette
(beside Trader Joe’s)

www.excellentcareathome.com

Call to schedule a free assessment and plan care review.    925-284-1213
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Share Your Celebrations and
Remembrances
if you would like to share an announcement about a
special event or achievement, such as a wedding,
engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident,
or about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed,
send a photo along with your text (up to 250 words) to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include
“Celebrations and remembrances” in the subject line.

The craft cocktail Art of Mixol-
ogy Contest hosted by the

Orinda Arts Council in late October
was a big success, according to Kal
Deutsch, vice president of communi-
cations for the Arts Council.

      
“The event was great,” Deutsch

said. “The crowd was approximately
250, who braved a few sprinkles. We
also had a blow-up screen to show the
World Series.”

      
According to Deutsch, the event

had great feedback, so a second an-
nual Craft Cocktail contest is likely!

      
“We had one request that we do

one contest in the spring and one in
the fall,” Deutsch added.

      
The overall winner was Joe

Cleveland from The Cooperage
American Grill in Lafayette. He won
first prize for The Perfect Pair, a com-
bination of Rye Bourbon, St George
Spicy Pear Liqueur, Tobacco Syrup
and lemon Juice, topped with a hot
mulled wine espuma (froth or foam).
Second place winner, Ashley Myers
from Forge Pizza in Danville, pleased
the crowd with Fall’s First Fire, a
blend of Zaya rum, Drambuie, and a
dash of cream with a Laphroaig rinse,
all garnished with pumpkin spice
gelato quenelles.

      
Third place, audience favorite and

top amateur winners were Matty
McGee from Flora Restaurant in
Oakland, Rachael Kruse of Corners
Tavern in Walnut Creek, and Amy
Jeter of Moraga. Their creative con-
coctions were the Vesuvio Swizzle,
the Drunk’n Pumpkin and the Call a
Cab, respectively. 

      
Myers’ recipe is featured on this

page, but you can visit the Orinda Arts
Council website (see Info Box) and

request these other recipes. 

      
Myers, who has been a bartender

for six years, really enjoys her job and
says said she loves meeting people
from all over the world, with different
experiences, and always in different
points in their lives.

      
“I've learned incredible things

from unexpected people about hu-
manity, business, nature, relation-
ships, loss, conflict, and everything in
between from my side of the bar,” she
pointed out.

      
This was her first mixology con-

test, and she said she wanted to make
a seasonal cocktail that would make a
person feel something as much as
taste it. She used a Laphoraig rinse
(Scotch whisky from the Isle of Islay),
to lend smoky aromatics to a sweet,
spiced cocktail.

      
“I wanted it to make you feel like

you were sitting next to the fireplace,
enjoying the first fire of the season,”
she noted.

      
Myers didn’t have the opportu-

nity to sample as many of the craft
cocktails as she would have liked.

      
“But, I did get to try the winning

cocktail, topped with mulled wine
foam. It was stunning and came from
a gem of a bartender,” she remarked.

      
And … speaking of spirits, I was

recently introduced to FAIR Spirits, a
unique fair trade-certified brand, fea-
turing just three spirits so far – vodka,
rum and coffee liqueur. In order to be
considered fair trade, FAIR must
comply with about 200 rules to make
sure that they pay the farmers at a fair
price. This enables the growers to
cover their production costs and to
make a livelihood from farming.

      
FAIR spirits are distilled in Co-

gnac, France, but imported and dis-
tributed locally by Bay Pac Beverages
out of Danville.  The FAIR Spirits
products are stocked at Moraga Wine
& Spirits, Whole Foods and Jackson’s
Wine & Spirits in Lafayette. Cur-
rently, the line features Quinoa Vodka,
Café Liqueur, and the brand new Be-
lize Rum. The rum is sourced from
fair trade sugar cane grown in Belize.

      
The quinoa for FAIR’s vodka is

sourced in Bolivia where FAIR works
with a fair trade-certified growers’ co-
operative. The coop is comprised of
1,200 independent farmers. The
quinoa is then shipped to France,
where it is made through a single dis-
tillation process. The product is
gluten-free, and was awarded 96
points from the Beverage Tasting In-
stitute and received their Platinum
Medal award in 2014.

      
The Café Liqueur, is made with

coffee beans sourced in Vera Cruz,

Mexico and I suggest using it in cof-
fee-flavored desserts, such as my cof-
fee frozen yogurt mud pie, or this
bread pudding from Cristian Molina,
FAIR’s brand ambassador at Bay Pac.
(The mud pie recipe will be featured
in the next issue!)

      
“I really am passionate about this

company and our commitment to fair
trade,” said Quasebarth. “We are so
pleased to be bringing sustainable, so-
cially-responsible, fair trade spirits
into Northern California.”

      
Please see the FAIR Café Liqueur

bread pudding below. It makes a fun
and festive holiday dessert!

Inspiring Craft Cocktails and Spirits Ignite the Senses
By Susie Iventosch

Fall's First Fire 
recipe by Ashley Myers of Forge Pizza,
Danville

INGREDIENTS
2 ounces Zaya rum
2 ounces Drambuie 
3 drops cherry bark bitters
Laphroaig rinse

DIRECTIONS
use a small amount of Laphroaig to
line the inside of a brandy snifter.
remove any excess scotch. Combine
room temperature ingredients in a
shaker and stir. Pour gently into rinsed
snifter and garnish (on a spoon over
the rim of the glass) with a pumpkin
gelato quenelle. the relative warmth of
the beverage should play nicely
against the cold gelato. Sip your
cocktail and taste the gelato
alternately, letting the fresh pumpkin
flavor calm the sweet spices of the
cocktail.
Quenelles are beautiful football shaped
scoops of any soft dessert item (or any
food item for that matter). if this cocktail
is served fresh with unlimited resources,
a quenelle is its best accompaniment. i
tried deep freezing quenelles at home
in my conventional freezer to preserve
their shape (Forge doesn't have a deep
freeze!) and ended up scooping up the
gelato with a tasting spoon instead. the
flavor effect was the same, so if quenelle
making isn’t your thing, scoop some ice
cream into a bowl and call it a day!

FAIR Spirits Café Liqueur
Bread Pudding
INGREDIENTS
6 slices day-old baguette, cut into medium size chunks
2 eggs
¼ cup firmly-packed light brown sugar
2 ounces FAir Café Liqueur
½ teaspoon cinnamon
Pinch of salt
1 ½ cups milk
½ cup evaporated milk
¼ cup raisins

DIRECTIONS
Lightly butter a 6-inch square baking dish. Spread the
bread cubes in it. 
in a bowl, whisk together the eggs, brown sugar, Café
Liqueur, cinnamon and salt until well blended. Pour the
milk mixture over the bread cubes. Let stand, pressing
down on the bread occasionally, until it is evenly
soaked, about 20 minutes.
Meanwhile, preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Scatter the raisins evenly over the surface of the
soaked bread and press to submerge the fruit. Set the
baking dish in a large, shallow roasting pan. Add very
hot tap water to the roasting pan to halfway up the
sides of the bread pudding dish. 
Bake for about 20 to 25 minutes, or until a knife
inserted comes out clean.
Serve with a scoop of vanilla ice cream or gelato and
top with ½ ounce of Café Liqueur. 
Susie’s notes: i didn’t have a 6-inch square baking dish,
so i used two smaller dishes, more like 4-inches square.
Also, i put the raisins in with the bread before adding
the milk mixture and i used a mixture of bakery whole
wheat bread and baguette pieces. And, finally, mine
baked for closer to 30-25 minutes in the water bath.

FAir Spirits Café Liqueur Bread Pudding Photo Susie iventosch
Susie Iventosch is the author of Tax Bites and Tasty
Morsels, which can be found at Across the Way in
Moraga, www.amazon.com, and www.taxbites.net.
Susie can be reached at suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on our website:
ww.lamorindaweekly.com. If you would like to
share your favorite recipe with Susie please contact
her by email or call our office at (925) 377-0977.

Orinda Arts Council Mixology Winners:
http://orindaarts.org/arts-news/art-mixology-winners
FAir Spirits: http://www.fairspirits.com/
Bay Pac Beverages: http://www.bay-pac.com/
Beverage tasting institute Award Description: http://www.tast-
ings.com/search_spirits.lasso?se=k&kw=FAir%20Quinoa%20vod
ka&sb=All&sf=ScoreForSort
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in Lamorinda
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Business Directory
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J. Limon Gardening
Maintenance/Clean-up
Monthly Service
Sprinkler 
System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 787-5743
License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience 
in Lamorindawww.bayareaunderpinning.org

Heating
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Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.
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www.atlasheating.com
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The Tiptoes of  Happiness
... continued from page B2

      
Simply entitled, “Leslie,” the compilation

CD was released in October by San Rafael’s Ac-
cess Music Records (www.accessmusi-
crecords.com), and features a compelling mix
of classics – “Moon River” and “Still Dream,”
the uplifting spiritual, “I’ll Fly Away,” and even
an operatic duet, “Con TePartiro.” The CD is
being sold locally by Orinda Books and Orinda
Hardware with individual selections available
on iTunes – just in time for the holidays. Up
next, O’Brien and Miller will record songs of
empowerment to help listeners be their very best
selves, and will then release a Christmas CD in
two years.

      
It’s an ambitious schedule. The entire

process for “Leslie” took about four-and-a-half
years, including a six-month break for Miller
to tour nationwide with the Zac Brown Band.
“It was a steep learning curve combined with
a lesson in humility, but the whole thing just
worked out really well for this time in my life,”
explains O’Brien. “I was able to record during
the many mornings it took, and then be with
my kids when they came home from school.
And I was healthy the whole time – probably

because of all of the deep breathing I was
doing.”

      
Miller chose many of the songs to showcase

O’Brien’s unique, pure voice. “Terry has such
amazing connections in the music industry. He
wanted Tom Scott to play ‘Autumn Leaves’ and
‘In the Wee Small Hours.’” A three-time
Grammy Award-winning saxophonist, Scott has
backed numerous jazz and popular singers over
his long career, including Carole King, Joni
Mitchell and Johnny Matthis.

      
O’Brien also weighed in, too, because she

really wanted to share Kander and Ebb’s, “A
Quiet Thing” with the world. She loves the
song’s central message, and hopes it will res-
onate with listeners. “You think you know how
your day will turn out, but then life happens.
Things change. Then, one day, you look around
and realize just how great your life is. Happiness
really does come in on tiptoe.”

      
To learn more and to purchase O’Brien’s

music, visit: 
Leslie Darwin: http://lesliesongs.com/
iTunes: https://itunes.apple.com/us/album/
leslie/id946938908

Thank you for recycling
this paper. It is printed on

at least 50% recycled
material and vegetable

based ink and should be
recycled again. 



It’s the middle of December and
the holiday pressure dial is on

high. You’re getting ready to knock
out a seasonal book club, family
brunch and an ugly sweater party all
in one weekend. But what about the
holiday bake sale? The Christmas
cookie exchange? Snacks for the
Snow Ball? Nibbles for New Year’s
Eve? No time to bake yourself, but
looking for something with a little
more sentiment than a frozen pie
from Safeway? Look no further.
Lamorinda’s where it’s at for bakery
treats made with the same love and
attention you’d give them yourself
… if you had the time.

      
Two years and counting,

SusieCakes of Lafayette may be the
unexplored answer to your holiday
treat needs. All of SusieCakes’
baked goods are made from scratch
in small batches each day. The deca-
dent texture and flavor of their Eu-
ropean-style buttercream frosting is
sure to wow family and friends
alike. General manager Lisa Roa
recommends this season’s pumpkin
cheesecake or specialty carrot cake,
filled with a praline pecan filling and
topped with cream cheese frosting.
SusieCakes also makes holiday
frosted sugar cookies, bite-sized
mini cupcakes and a chocolate
candy cane cake with real crushed
peppermint. Stop by their shop to
select something sweet.
SusieCakes is located at 3598 Mt.

Diablo Blvd.  For information,
call (925) 299-0210 or visit
www.susiecakes.com/lafayette.

      
Don’t let the name deceive you,

Orinda’s Republic of Cake offers
more than gingerbread Meyer
lemon, chocolate peppermint, and
almond cranberry cupcakes this hol-
iday season. Owner Peter McNiff is
also making traditional homemade
pies served in flaky all-butter crusts.
Pies vary from cranberry-apple to
pumpkin custard to maple pecan,
and can be ordered by phone or on-
line. And if you’re in a pinch for a
purchase, there are always cup-
cakes. McNiff’s favorite is Sam’s
Very Messy Cupcake, a special
sweet treat with its own special
story. Republic of Cake is located
at 2 Theatre Square, Suite 151.  For
info, call (925) 254-3900 or go to
www.republicofcake.com/orinda/i
ndex.html.

      
Moraga may have one of the

East Bay’s best-kept secrets in pas-
try artist Kitty Wong, two-year
owner of Kitty Wong’s Pastry
Shop. Though Wong specializes in
special occasion and wedding cakes,
she can also whip up decorated
sugar cookies, mini tartlettes, mini
cream puffs, cake pops and maca-

roons with flavors ranging from
raspberry rose to cranberry orange
to pomegranate and pumpkin spice.
Her parents are currently digging her
mini cheesecakes with cranberry or-
ange sauce. Wong’s products are an
edible art to grace your holiday
table. Check out Kitty Wong at
www.kittywongpastry.com or call

(925) 285-5812 for information.

      
Already had your fill of

processed flour and refined sugar
this holiday season? Looking to
bring a goodie that is both good and
good for you? Check out East Bay
mama Sharon Girdlestone’s Lovely
Little Cakes, an independent busi-
ness that produces baked goods with
more delicious and less of every-
thing else. “My stuff is usually fo-
cused on gluten-free, allergen-free
and dye-free,” said Girdlestone, who
does a lot of baking for families and
children.Whenever it’s her turn to

bring treats, Girdlestone picks nut
flour muffins, sweetened with raw
honey or fruit and free of gluten and
preservatives. “They always shock
people,” said Girdlestone, “and
they’re easy to do.” Girdlestone also
makes gluten-free, vegan and dairy-
free pies. Though her baked goods
come by order only, Girdlestone de-
livers for free.  Check out Lovely
Little Cakes at: www.lovelylittle-
cakes.net, or call (415) 730-7500.
Nut flour muffins at:
http://www.mysustainabletable.com
/meals.

      
And if you’re out for a meal and

need a treat to take home,
Lafayette’s Chow has plenty of
house-made pies and desserts. The
assortment of 9-inch pies includes
traditional pumpkin, southern pecan

and organic apple, as well as choco-
late cream, coconut cream and but-
terscotch banana cream. If pie’s not
your thing, try Chow’s famous gin-
ger cake or organic apple-cranberry
crisp. Chow also offers cookies by
the dozen, including gingerbread
men and holiday sugar cookies.
They can even hook you up with
whipping cream, ice cream, choco-
late sauce or cookie icing if you’re
the sort who prefers to add the fin-
ishing touches yourself. Pick some-
thing up from Chow’s Market, or
order in advance. All orders require
pre-payment and 48 hours notice.
Chow is located at 53 Lafayette Cir-
cle, (925) 962-2469. 

      
Check out their Christmas menu

at http://chowfoodbar.com/Christ-
masMenu.pdf.
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Gordon Erspamer 
July 24, 1953 – Nov. 7 
Resident of  Moraga

Gordon Paul Erspamer, age
61, passed away on Nov.

7 at his home in Moraga after a
9-month battle with brain
cancer. He was born on July
24, 1953, in Ironwood, Mich.,
to E. Gordon Erspamer and
Jean McDonell Erspamer, the
third of eight boys. He received
his BA from Hamline College
in 1975 and his JD from the

University of Michigan Law School in 1978.  He met his future
wife, Trish Bare, in law school and they moved to San Francisco
in 1978.
       Gordy began his legal career at the San Francisco firm of
Steinhart & Falconer before moving to Morrison & Foerster in
1982, where he spent the next 30 years focusing on energy and
intellectual property law.  His passion and life’s work, however,
was his pro bono work on behalf of military veterans.  Over the
past 30 years, he spearheaded a series of lawsuits that brought
about significant changes both in the law and in public opinion.
Most recently, Gordy brought suit on behalf of soldiers used as
guinea pigs in the testing of chemical and biological weapons at
Edgewood Arsenal from 1943-1975.  Gordy’s tireless advocacy
on behalf of veterans earned him extensive recognition during
his lifetime, including being named Trial Lawyer of the Year by
Trial Lawyers for Public Justice in 1992, the American Bar
Association Pro Bono Publico award in 2009, the American
Lawyer Magazine Lifetime Achievement Award in 2011 and the
National Veterans Legal Service Program Outstanding Public
Service Award in 2013.
       Gordy was also an avid collector of Native American
artifacts and art, an enthusiastic poet and photographer, and he
spent many thousands of hours perfecting his cactus gardens at
his Moraga home.  He is survived by his wife of 32 years, Trish
Bare; four children, Kevin (Jessica Fain), Kerry (Ben Ginsberg),
Brian, and Brett; his mother, Jean; brothers Dave (Heidi), Mike,
Paul, Roy, and Marty and many nieces, nephews and cousins.
He was predeceased by his father E. Gordon Erspamer, his
younger brother Peter and his oldest brother Dan.
       No memorial service will be held as family and friends
celebrated Gordy’s life and accomplishments in July at the
Hacienda de las Flores in Moraga. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made in Gordy’s name to Swords to Plowshares at
www.swords-to-plowshares.org.  The family wishes to thank
their many friends who provided endless support during Gordy’s
illness, particularly Jim and Jody Balich and Rocky and Chris
Unruh.

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week   •   www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020   •   Free Parking with Appointments

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week   •   www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020   •   Free Parking with Appointments

Should your family 
follow you to Cal?

Of course. Every time they need an eye exam. The University of 

California Eye Center is an integral part of the top-rated UC School 

of Optometry, and we’re here to offer you complete vision care for 

your kids, for you, and for your parents. We’re also the ones to see 

for LASIK surgery and contact lenses. (Our Eyewear Center has all 

the big names in frames!) We take most insurance plans, and major 

credit cards. When it comes to your eyes, go Cal!

Should your family
follow you to Cal?

holiday sugar cookies  
Photo courtesy SusieCakes

Kitty pops from Kitty Wong’s Pastry
Shop Photo provided

Sam's very messy cupcake, republic
of Cake Photo provided

Lamorinda’s Specialties of  the House
The perfect gift of baked goods
By A.K. Carroll

TAXI BLEU All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com
mytaxibleu@gmail.com
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Not to be missed Not to be missedLamorinda’s
Religious Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

The Orinda 
Community Church

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ
10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here!” 

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:00 a.m

LAFAYETTE-ORINDA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
LOPC.org
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ART

The Moraga Art Gallery’s new
show entitled “Waters of the Koi”
highlights the bright, colorful ab-
stract paintings of Heather Metcalf,
and the exquisitely turned-wood
platters, bowls and vases of Jacques
Blumer. The show will run through
Jan. 11, 2015. The gallery is open
Wednesday through Sunday from
noon to 5 p.m. For more info, visit
www.moragaartgallery.com or call
(925) 376-5407.

Valley Art Gallery “Artful Giving”
runs through Dec. 23 at 1661
Botelho Drive, Walnut Creek, in-
cluding the annual collection of
beautiful fine art and crafts that make
unique gifts for everyone on your
list. Extended holiday hours. For
info, visit valleyartgallery.org.

The Bancroft Library Gallery
presents “California: Captured on
Canvas” – an exhibit of 43 remark-
able paintings from the library’s col-
lection highlighting the state’s
history and culture that have drawn
people to California. The exhibit
runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. through
March 6, 2015, UC Berkeley Cam-
pus, Doe Library Annex.

MUSIC

WomenSing, the adventurous East
Bay women’s chorus, offers a fes-
tive celebration of song accompa-
nied by chimes and timpani – from
traditional carols to Latin American
spice at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec.
17 at St. Mary's College Chapel,
Moraga. Cost: $30 premium seats,
$25 general admission, $20 seniors,
$10 students/youth 18 and under.
Tickets online: www.womensing.org
or at the door.  WomenSing will be
holding auditions for experienced
singers for the continuing 2014-15
season on Tuesday, Jan. 6, or by ap-
pointment. New this season is the
formation of the new WomenSing
Ensemble, a small a cappella ensem-
ble, selected from the larger Wom-
enSing chorus. For info, email at
audition@womensing,org, or visit
website www.womensing.org.

An Evening of Jazz from 7 to 8
p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 17 at the
Orinda Library. Welcome winter
with warm Brazilian jazz along with
American standards. Mary D’Orazi
brings her beautiful voice, rhythmic
sensibility and thoughtful phrasing to
her take on jazz as well as a few hol-
iday tunes. Tim Campbell on piano,
and Greg German on drums/percus-
sion. Free.  Registration is not re-
quired.

Solo Opera is pleased to present
Engelbert Humperdincks’master-
piece, “Hansel and Gretel,” the sec-
ond production in its 2014
Storybook Opera series. Throughout
“Hansel and Gretel,” there is a run-
ning theme of hunger and poverty. In
order to tie this into the needs of the
community, Solo Opera is asking the
audience to bring a non-perishable
food item to the shows to donate to
the Food Bank. The show runs at 7
p.m. Dec. 19 and at 2 p.m. Dec. 20
at Del Valle Theatre, 1963 Tice Val-
ley Blvd, Walnut Creek. Seating is
reserved; group discounts are avail-
able. Tickets: $25, youth 17 and
under; $ 35 seniors; $ 40 adults. For
tickets call (925) 943-7469 or visit
the Lesher Center box office, or on-
line at
http://www.lesherartscenter.org/hans
el-and-gretel/. For more info, visit
www.SoloOpera.org.

THEATER

Synergy Theater is back with two
fantastic shows for the month of
December: “Backer's Audition” at 8
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 20 and
“Spontaneous Combustion” on Sun-
day, Dec. 21 in The Big Room The-
ater at Lamorinda Music, 81
Lafayette Circle, Lafayette. For info,
call (925) 408-8540 or visit
www.SynergyTheater.com. 

The holiday season at Town Hall
Theatre is all about family and tra-

dition, and this season Town Hall
brings the return of live radio plays
with Joe Landry’s adaption of “It’s a
Wonderful Life.” This production,
directed by Diablo Actors’ Ensem-
ble’s Managing Director Sam Fryer,
tells the classic story made famous
by the 1946 Frank Capra film but
with live sound effects and incredi-
bly talented voice actors who popu-
late the town of Bedford Falls all in
the style of a classic radio program.
The show runs through Dec. 20.
Visit the website for showtimes and
ticket prices at www.TownHallThe-
atre.com.

The California Academy of Per-
forming Arts presentation of “The
Nutcracker” at the Campolindo Per-
forming Arts Center Dec. 17-21.
This family favorite is a feast for the
eyes, filled with surprises and de-
lights for all ages. The story is nar-
rated as it unfolds, guiding young
viewers through the beautiful ballet
and making it much more enjoyable
for little ones (and grown-ups) who
might not be familiar with the time-
less story of Clara and her magical
Christmas Eve dream. This produc-
tion is huge, with more than 100
local performers. Tickets for the gen-
eral public ($22) can be purchased at
Eventbrite.com. For more info, visit
www.capadance.net.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Join Julia Scheeres, Berkeley resi-
dent and New York Times and Lon-
don Times bestselling author as she
discusses her latest book, “A Thou-
sand Lives: The Untold Story of Jon-
estown” at 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 15
as part of Sweet Thursday program
at the Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center.  In this true life story of
blind loyalty and daring escapes, of
corrupted ideals and senseless,
haunting loss, Scheeres follows the
experiences of five Peoples Temple
members who went to Jonestown.
Vividly written and impossible to
forget.  Free.

OTHER

An Evening of Jazz from 7 to 8
p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 17 at the
Orinda Library. Welcome winter
with warm Brazilian jazz along with
American standards. Mary D’Orazi
brings her beautiful voice, rhythmic
sensibility and thoughtful phrasing to
her take on jazz, as well as a few hol-
iday tunes. Tim Campbell on piano,
and Greg German on drums/percus-
sion. Free.  Registration is not re-
quired.

Temple Isaiah is thrilled to an-
nounce a Hanukkah celebration
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Dec.
18 at Walnut Creek on Ice located at
Civic Park- 1375 Civic Drive, Wal-
nut Creek. This event will feature a
Hanukkah menorah candle-lighting,
live Hanukkah music, traditional
Jewish “sufganiyot” jelly donuts and
festive chocolate Hanukkah “gelt”
candy and dreidel giveaways for
children. For more information visit
www.temple-isaiah.org

Winter Solstice Ceremony Cele-
brating Lucina, Scandinavian God-
dess of the Returning Light, Dark
Moon in Sagittarius by Local God-
dess Circle. Daughters of the God-
dess, a Bay Area women-only
Goddess Temple, will be holding its
annual Winter Solstice Ritual from
7:30 to 10:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 20.
Location of East Bay address upon
RSVP. Newcomers: $15. Contact
Leilani at (925) 787-9247 or email
Leilani@DaughtersoftheGoddess.co
m for info, or visit www.Daughter-
softheGoddess.com.

Light up your home and heart
with a new kitty. Community Con-
cern For Cats invites you to visit its
beautiful kittens and cats from noon
to 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 20 and from
1 to 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 21 at Pet
Food Express in Lafayette, 3610 Mt.
Diablo Blvd. For more info, go to
www.communityconcernforcats.org.

Join the National Park Service for
a free winter solstice-themed camp-
fire program on Sunday, Dec. 21 at

John Muir National Historic Site
(NHS) in Martinez. The program be-
gins at 3 p.m. with crafts and games
in the park orchards and continues
with a campfire from 5 to 7 p.m.
Rangers will lead the group in songs,
stories and activities to celebrate the
longest night of the year. No reserva-
tions are required. Meet at the front
gate of the John Muir National His-
toric Site, 4202 Alhambra Avenue, in
Martinez. Come with warm layers,
picnic blankets, lawn chairs, marsh-
mallows and a desire to have a good
time. For info, visit
www.nps.gov/jomu.

Saint Giles' Episcopal Church will
be holding its annual Christmas Eve
Nativity Service at 9 p.m. Wednes-
day, Dec. 24 at Saint Mary's College
Chapel, 1928 St. Mary's Road, Mor-
aga. The service will include a cele-
bration of the Holy Eucharist,
Christmas carols, a Christmas hom-
ily by the Rev. Justin R. Cannon, and
more.  All are welcome to attend!
For more info, visit www.stgiles-
moraga.org.

St. Mark's United Methodist
Church ChristmasEve Service at 4
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 24, 451 Moraga
Way Orinda. Please come out and
join us for a traditional service of les-
sons and carols. This year will fea-
ture music coordinator Christopher
Giffen.

Registration is now open for the
next series of Community Emer-
gency Response Training (CERT)
classes. They will be held at the
Lafayette Community Center, 500
St. Mary’s Road. Classes begin Jan.
13 and are held from 6:30 to 9:30
p.m. every Tuesday night through
Feb. 24. Classes are open to residents
and employees of the Lamorinda
area, as well as teenagers 16 and
older with a parent.  Classes are free,
but there must be a commitment to
attend all classes. Register online at
www.lamorindacert.org.

5 Habits of Healthy Families Nu-
trition Workshop from 7 to 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 13 at Lamorinda
Music, 81 Lafayette Circle,
Lafayette. Join an interactive work-
shop with Jill West, RD, author of
the book “400 Moms” and a nutri-
tion consultant in Lafayette. Cost:
$37. To register, visit
http://www.400moms.com/work-
shop. For more info, emial
Jill@400moms.com.

GARDEN

The Lafayette Garden Club Janu-
ary meeting from 9:30 a.m. to noon
on Jan. 1 in the Lafayette Veterans
Memorial Hall, 3780 Mt. Diablo
Blvd., will feature Gary Bogue
speaking on the subject of “Garden
Friends and Not-Such-Friends.”
Gary was curator at Lindsey Wildlife
Museum and a long-time gardening
and wildlife columnist for the Contra
Costa Times. Now in “retirement,”
he is an author, lecturer, and friend to
all who garden. Guests are welcome
at this meeting.

The Walnut Creek Garden Club
will hold its monthly meeting at
9:30 a.m. Monday, Jan. 12 at the
Gardens at Heather Farm, 1540
Marchbanks Road, Walnut Creek.
Tom Liggit, a local, well-known rose
breeder and co-president of the Con-
tra Costa Rose Society will speak on
heirloom varieties of fruits, vegeta-
bles, as well as roses. You do not
need to be a gardener to join the
WCGC. For info, contact mslit-
tle44@gmail.com.

Worm Composting Bin Workshop
from 10 a.m. to noon Saturday, Jan.
17 at Heather Farm Community
Center in Walnut Creek. Learn about
vermicomposting and build your
worm bin. All supplies are covered,
including worms. Cost: $20 per
household. Space is limited and reg-
istration is required by Jan. 9. Visit
www.wastediversion.org to down-
load registration form. Sponsored by
the Central Contra Costa Solid Waste
Authority. For info, call (925) 906-
1801.

Willow Spring Community Church
Loving God Loving People

Come and Meet our New Pastor
Sundays: 9:15am Adult Sunday School Classes

10:15am Pre-Service Fellowship (Free Coffee & Bagels)
10:45am Contemporary Worship Service

Wednesdays: 10:00am       Community Bible Study
1689 School Street, Moraga   (925) 376-3550

www.willowspringchurch.net

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, Orinda 

DECEMBER 21 
Single Service at 9:30 a.m. 

10:40 a.m. Sunday School Christmas Program 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
4:00 p.m. a family-friendly service  

6:00 p.m. a contemporary candlelight communion service 
10:00 p.m. a traditional candlelight communion service 

(Childcare available at 4 and 6 p.m.) 

Worship December 28 and January 4, 2015 
single services at 9:30 a.m. 

433 Moraga Way   www.holyshepherd.org   254-3422 

To be run the week of December 16 before Christmas so it is in 
your December 17th edition 

To be run in the December 31 issue 

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
WORSHIP JANUARY 4 

Single Service at 9:30 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

WORSHIP JANUARY 11 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:40 a.m. Education for all ages 
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

To be run beginning January 14 and forward 

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:40 a.m. Education for all ages 
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette, 

284-4765, office@thelumc.org
Worship Sunday 10 am
Children & Youth Faith Formation    Sunday 10 am
Youth Group Sunday 5 pm

Christmas Eve, December 24th
5pm     Worship for Children and Families
11pm      Candlelight and Christmas Carols
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‘The Hobbit: The Battle of  the
Five Armies’
Holiday movies hit theatres this week
By Derek Zemrak

The holiday season is now in full
swing and as with many of us

it is also Hollywood’s busiest time of
year.  Lamorinda Theatres has a full
schedule of holiday films this week,
starting off with the highly anticipated
and the defining chapter of the Hobbit
franchise, “The Hobbit: The Battle of
the Five Armies,” on Wednesday,
Dec. 17.  As the title states it is a battle
and the movie is much more action
packed than the previous Hobbit
films, “The Hobbit: An Unexpected
Journey” and “The Desolation of
Smaug.”  This time around, three-
time Oscar winner, director Peter
Jackson, keeps the audience on the
edge of their seats from the opening
scene through the 2 hours and 24 min-
utes of the movie.  

      
The movie opens with the dragon,

Smaug, going on a rampage, destroy-
ing the local village, causing mayhem
among the people.  I can confidently
state, this was one of the most amaz-
ing visual effect scenes in Hollywood
history.  A “must see” on a big screen
– the bigger the better.  

      
Bilbo and company are forced to

engage in a war against a collection
of enemies to keep the terrifying
Smaug from obtaining the Kingdom
of Treasures and demolishing all of
Middle-Earth.  The film once again
stars Martin Freeman (Bilbo), Ian
McKellen (Gandalf), Cate Blanchett
(Galadriel), Richard Armitage
(Thorin), Orlando Bloom (Legolas)
and Benedict Cumberbatch (Smaug).
You can count on “The Hobbit: The

Battle of the Five Armies” to once
again receive several Oscar nomina-
tions, in the technical categories,
when the nominations are announced
Jan. 15.  

      
Another holiday movie will take

place this Friday, Dec. 19, during the
California Independent Film Festival
Funder’s Night at the Rheem Theatre.
We will be showing a special screen-
ing of Animal Planet’s first original
TV movie “Hercules Saves Christ-
mas,” starring Hercules from Animal
Planet’s hit TV series “Pit Boss.”  

      
“Hercules Saves Christmas”

takes us on a magical, fun-filled and
touching journey. Max, an adorable
yet mischievous 12-year-old boy
meets a talking dog named Hercules
who takes him to the North Pole to
meet Santa and argue his way onto
the “nice list.”  The movie was shot in
2012 in the Bay Area, including
Orinda Theatre Square and the Orinda
Theatre.  The movie was produced by
Shorty Rossi, Leonard Pirkle and my-
self, and stars newcomer Anthony
Robinson as Max, who was nomi-
nated for a Young Artist Award in
2012 for the role in the movie.  The
movie also stars McKenzie Phillips
(“One Day at a Time”), Marc Mc-
Clure (“Back to the Future,” “Super-
man”), Kathy Garver (“Family
Affair”) and George Mcquire as Santa
Claus.  Mcquire recently performed
live at the Rheem Theatre in the stage
play “Love Letters” to rave reviews.
Leonard and I will both be attending
the screening, which will include a

Q&A session. Refreshments will be
served and tickets must be purchased
in advance at the Lamorinda Theatre
box office or online at www.lamor-
indatheatres.com.

      
Starting next week at the Orinda

Theatre includes Disney’s “Into the
Woods” and “Unbroken.” I would
like to wish everyone a wonderful
holiday season and an amazing 2015!
See you at the concession stand!

      
Derek can be heard each Satur-

day morning at 8 a.m. on KEST
1450AM discussing movies and en-
tertainment in the Bay Area.

Photo courtesy Warner Bros. all rights reserved

(650) 328-1001 

Call us anytime you need an extra hand.  
Our caregivers, all bonded and insured,
lend a hand in caring for your loved ones:
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Saturday, September 7th, 10-12pm
Civic Park Community ,  Walnut Creek

Come build your worm bin, learn about vermicomposting 
and start immediately! It’s easy – anyone can do it! 

All supplies covered, including worms!

Worms The  Farm  
www.thewormfarm.net 

Only $15 per household to attend. 

REGISTRATION REQUIRED. 
Limit of 20 households so register today! 
Kids are encouraged to attend with parents. 
One bin per household.
Last day to register: August 30th

Sponsored by the Central Contra 
Costa Solid Waste Authority.
Call 925-906-1801 for questions 
or to register. 

CCCSWA RESIDENTS ONLY
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Saturday, September 7th, 10-12pm
Civic Park Community ,  Walnut Creek

Come build your worm bin, learn about vermicomposting 
and start immediately! It’s easy – anyone can do it! 

All supplies covered, including worms!

Worms The  Farm  
www.thewormfarm.net 

Only $15 per household to attend. 

REGISTRATION REQUIRED. 
Limit of 20 households so register today! 
Kids are encouraged to attend with parents. 
One bin per household.
Last day to register: August 30th

Sponsored by the Central Contra 
Costa Solid Waste Authority.
Call 925-906-1801 for questions 
or to register. 

CCCSWA RESIDENTS ONLYWALNUT CREEK, ORINDA, LAFAYETTE, MORAGA, DANVILLE, ALAMO, BLACKHAWK, DIABLO.

Last day to register: January 9th

Visit www.wastediversion.org to 
download registration form. 

Saturday, January 17th, 10-12PM
Heather Farm Community Center, Walnut Creek

REGISTRATION REQUIRED.
Limit of 20 households so register today!
Kids are encouraged to attend with parents.
One bin per household.

Worms Donated by The Worm Farm – 
www.TheWormFarm.net and
www.facebook.com/TheWormFarm
Only $20 per household to attend.

ADULT DAY PROGRAM
for those with Alzheimer’s or other related dementias

925-254-3465
433 Moraga Way Orinda   www.holyshepherd.org

STIMULATING 
ACTIVITIES
LIVE MUSICAL 
ENTERTAINMENT

GAMES
CRAFTS
EXERCISE
FRIENDSHIP

Neuroscientist and opera singer, Dr. Indre
Viskontas straddles the line between
science and art. Her presentation is
entitled “The Organized Mind”

December 19:
Jan Cushman and Gail Chesler
from AAUW California  will speak
about “Tech Trek—Empowering
Women For Over 130 Years”

January 9:

We will not meet on December 26th or January 2nd – Happy Holidays!

For more info, please email us at 
lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

Please join us at our new location
THE LAFAYETTE PARK HOTEL
on Friday mornings at 7am.
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www.blodgetts.com

NEW 3534 Golden Gate Way 283-7396  www.sewnow.com

+ Sewing Machines + Girl Scouts + Birthdays

Adult Workshops & Classes,
Kids Classes, Camps, Parties

SINCE 1954

PROFESSIONAL
INSTALLATION

HunterDouglas

3391 Mt. Diablo Blvd. •  Lafayette •  www.armandsdrapery.net

NO CHARGE FOR IN HOME 
SELECTION & MEASURE

ARMAND'S 
DRAPERY, SHUTTERS & UPHOLSTERY

283-8717SHOWCASE
PRIORITY
DEALER

DRAPERY &UPHOLSTERY WORKROOM ON PREMISES
Custom Drapes • Roman Shades • Alustra® • Mini Blinds • Vertical Blinds
Vignette® & Silhouette® window shadings • Luminette® Privacy Sheers®

Duette® honeycomb shades • Drapery Hardware • Bedspreads
Wood & Vinyl Shutters (Indoor &Outdoor) • Outdoor Basswood Blinds

Insoroll Rolling Shutter

BLINDS & DRAPERY CLEANING & REPAIRS
90 DAYS
SAME AS CASH

WE CARRY PRODUCTS

• Access Hours 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
• Complete Moving & Packing Supplies
• Major Credit Cards Accepted
• Please call for details

• State of the Art Video Surveillance 
• All Doors Alarmed 
• Individualized Elevator Access 
• Deliveries Accepted

First Months Rent FREE
Any Size Unit!

3330 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette  (925) 962-1940

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd.   Lafayette   (925) 283-3421

Save Gas 
Save Money 
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

The Yarn Boutique

• Lots and lots of fabulous yarn
• Friendly, personal service
• Sensible prices

LaFiesta Square, 
www.yarnboutique.us   -   963-C Moraga Rd.   -    925-283-7377

TRANS JEWELER

Expert in all your Fine Jewelry needs
Diamond Setting

Jewelry Repair
Custom Design and Manufacturing

(925) 283-2137
3608 Happy Valley Road • Lafayette

- Behind Wells Fargo Bank -
D. Tran

General Contractor
Lafayette

(925) 283-3128

Residential
-  Remodels  -
-  Additions  -

-  Custom Homes  -
Contact Matt Kunz 

or Jeff Wendt

matt@kandwbuilders.com
jeff@kandwbuilders.com

CL# 930839

La Fiesta Square
3540 Wilkinson 

Lane #A
925-299-1317

Watch for Shop Orinda
December 31st  

Call for Advertising
925.377.0977

  

Orthopedics � Sports Rehab � Geriatrics 
 

Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a  
 

CCoommpplliimmeennttaarryy CCoonnssuullttaattiioonn   
 

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA 
925-284-6150  www.LafayettePT.com 

Mon-Sat 10-6pm, Sun: 12pm-5pm

Gifts, Hand Craft Futon, Solid Hardwood
Frame, Tatami Platforms & Mats, Custom 
Comforter Covers, Shoji Screen & Laterns

925-299-0882

961-A Moraga Rd. Lafayette • sugi-store.com

Japanese style & comfort

www.lafayetteautobody.com

Piano Studio
Keys to success
Piano Lessons in Lafayette with 
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Rita Yegiazaryan

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

925-283-7601 
Cell: 925-323-8969

Susan Cowell
Anna M. Webb

925-283-2252
3506H Mt. Diablo Blvd 

(Next to McCaulou's in the
courtyard behind Peet’s Coffee.)

Draperies
Carpet
Blinds & Shades
Bedspreads
Upholstery
Shutters
Wallpapers
Hours:
Mon-Fri 10:00-5:00
Sat. by Appoinyment

• Breakfast  •  Lunch  • Breakfast  • Lunch  • Breakfast  •  

• Breakfast  •  Lunch  • Breakfast  • Lunch  • Breakfast  •  

• Breakfast  •  Lunch  •• 
Br
ea

kf
as
t  
• 
 L
un

ch
  •

5 AM - 2:30 PM
Seven Days a Week

1018 Oak Hill Road
Lafayette

(510) 283-2397
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Place your holiday order by
Dec 31st and receive 15% off

your custom framing order.
Expires 12/31/14.

%

<>
Piano/Guitar Lessons 
with Robbie Dunbar

This Holiday SeasonGive the gift of Music Lessons

All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

3559 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette •  925-283-1800

Rings • Bracelets • Necklaces • Pendants • Earrings
Diamonds • Sapphires • Rubies • Emeralds • Pearls

All Fixtures and Showcases.
Come Early for Best Selections

Tues.- Sat. 10:30 – 6:00 pm

Thank you Lamorinda for great 20+ years!

Store Closing

35 - 60%

It’s Time! Owner Retiring 
Store Liquidation 

Everything Must Go

Value • Quality Integrity
since 1994
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3517 Mt. Diablo Blvd. • Lafayette • (925) 284-5212

www.lafayettepet.com
Carrying everything you need for your pets!

LOW COST 
VACCINATIONS
Saturday, Dec. 20, Jan. 3

and Jan. 17     5-6PM

FREE 2015 
pet calendar

w/purchase of 
$20 or more*

*while supplies last

Lafayette Pet Shoppe

http://www.yarnboutique.us
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Follow us on 
twitter@LamorindaSports

Lamorinda Rugby Football Club
On-line Registration opens Oct 1st for the 2015 rugby season!
Season runs December through March for youth, and through
April for HS. All ages welcome. Girls welcome through age 11.
No prior rugby experience necessary. Practices are located at the
Wilder Fields in Orinda.

Find out more about our team and how to register online at www.lamorugby.com.
For middle and elementary school ages, contact head youth coach Doug Pearson for
more info: dpearson@lee-associates.com. For High School, contact Recruiting
Director Steve Peterson at stevepetersonhome@yahoo.com.

WATER SMART LANDSCAPING
Free Estimates

• Synthetic/Artificial Grass
• Design & Consult
• New Landscape Installation
• Re-Landscape & Remodel
• Paver Walkways & Driveways
• Hardscape

FREE DEMOLITION WITH INSTALL

A General landscaping Contractor
Locally Owned & Operated

Lic. #938445

925-819-2100
VISIT OUR WEBSITE

WWW.BAYAREAGREENSCAPES.COM

 
Get your yard ready for spring time 

-Free estimates-  

A General Engineering Contractor 
Locally Owned and Operated 

Contractor LIC #938445 

925-819-2100 
www.bayareagreenscapes.com 

Basketball Programs Look to Replace Graduated Talent
By Michael Sakoda

Tough preseason competition is
getting the Lamorinda schools

ready for an even tougher road
through the DFAL.

      
Campolindo went 23-8 last year

(11-1 DFAL), won another league
title, but were bounced in the semifi-
nals of both the NCS playoffs and the
CIF tournament.

      
This year, the Cougars are off to

a 4-1 start, beating Redwood, Escon-
dido and Sacramento. They lost to
Montgomery.

      
The Cougars lost All-League per-

formers Andrew Zolintakis and Justin
Dunn to graduation and have lost
would-be senior guard Matt O’Reilly
to another school. 

      
“They were great players, but the

guys who were backing them up last
year [are] ready to step into this,” said
head coach Matt Watson.

      
Center Chris Hansen looks to be

a force in the DFAL, while fellow
seniors, Scott Chen, Sean Smith, and
Austin Clarke will be on All-League
radar. 

       
Having won four of the last seven

DFAL titles, there is a bit of tradition at
Campolindo, but Watson wants his
guys focused on improving now to pre-
pare them for another deep post-season
run.

      
“Obviously we want to win the

league title, but we’re concerned with
getting better weekly,” said Watson.
“We have a lot of tough games that
we lined up to try and challenge our
players early, so hopefully come
March we’re going to be playoff
ready.”  

      
Acalanes finished last season 17-

13 (5-7 DFAL) and were ousted by
eventual champion, Bishop O’Dowd
in the semifinals of the NCS playoffs.
In the CIF tournament, they were
upset 46-60 by Christian Brothers in
the first round.

      
Off to a 0-4 start, the Dons have

lost to Montgomery, Redwood, Mc-
Clymonds and Drake. They will con-
tinue to face tough competition in St.
Mary’s of Stockton and Analy this
preseason.

      
Standouts Buster Souza and Matt

Thomas graduated last year, and this
year’s team returns only one starter,
Joey Hewitt. 

      
“It’s a very light class,” said head

coach Dave Goldman simply.

      
The Dons are looking to some

new faces this year, adding the foot-
ball teams’ quarterback Casey Har-
rington, track star Calvin Sariby, and
Boston University committed base-
ball player Zach Stromberg to the
starting lineup. 

      
The team also returns reserves

Alex Kinnear, Andrew McKendall,
and Ryan Cheng.

      
“It will take a little time to build

chemistry,” said Goldman. “We’re
very, very inexperienced, but we’re
athletic; we’ll defend aggressively,
and we’re trying to improve to the
point where we can be competitive in
league, and squeeze into NCS.”

      
Miramonte notched an 18-13

record a year ago (6-6 DFAL), were
bounced by Campolindo in the sec-
ond round of the NCS playoffs, and

by eventual Nor-Cal Champion
Drake in the semifinals of the CIF
tournament.

      
The Mats lost their two best play-

ers to graduation, Drew Anderson and
Joey Goodreault. 

      
“The short answer is you don’t re-

place players like Drew and Joey,”
said head coach Drew McDonald.

      
Anderson averaged 31.6 points,

18.3 rebounds per game during the
team’s CIF run, and Goodreault’s
ability as a playmaker and leader will
be sorely missed. Forward Ray Clark,
a leader on the team, also graduated
last year.

      
Miramonte returns starters Jack-

son Wegener, who earned All-DFAL
Honorable Mention last year, and
Jake Linares, as well as key reserve
Moneer Mujaddidi. Look for juniors
Eddie Ionescu and Ryan Anderson, as
well as sophomore Charlie Hawking
to become factors as the season con-
tinues.

      
“With this group, where they end

up is going to be in large part how

much they improve and come to-
gether as a team,” said McDonald.
“Hopefully by the time league comes
we’ll be ready to compete.”

      
At 4-1, the Mats will wrap up the

preseason in a few tournaments.

Girls Hoops Preview
Mats face tough competition, Dons improved
By Conrad Bassett

With the preseason well under-
way, the Lamorinda girls’

basketball programs look ready for
the DFAL season.

      
Last year, the Mats finished with

a 30-2 record behind an experienced
squad. This year, the Mats have to re-
place several key contributors, includ-
ing the graduated Bree Alford, Alison
Miller, and Megan Reid.  

      
Head coach Kelly Sopak cer-

tainly has some outstanding play-
ers—the only senior and co-captain
Kaitlin Fenn returns as do juniors
Sabrina Ionescu, Keana Delos Santos,
Jessica Wilson and Uriah Howard
along with sophomore Rachelle
Louie.

      
The Matadors are playing a chal-

lenging schedule.  “We always try to
put together a very competitive
schedule. This season we are chal-
lenging ourselves at every turn in the
non-league,” Sopak said.

      
They won their first tournament

of the season in Marin County beating
perennial power St. Mary’s in the
final game.  

      
The team traveled to Hawaii last

week for the Nike Iolani Classic,
where they lost their first game 63-62
against Konawaena (Hawaii) before
beating Shenzhen (China) 74-62 and
Roosevelt (Honolulu) 73-38.

      
Sopak is not as focused on wins

and losses. “If we measure our suc-
cess by wins and losses we might not
have a successful season. ... However,
if we measure our success on our im-
provement and where we eventually
finish we just might have a highly
successful season.”

      
Over in Lafayette, the Acalanes

Dons have already played extremely
well under second-year varsity coach
Chad Wellon. After struggling last
year, finishing the season with an 11-
15 record, the Dons are using their ex-
perience to improve. With a 6-0 start,
the Dons are well on their way.

      
“Last year we had virtually no

varsity experience so getting that year
of experience under our belt has gone
a long way in helping our team’s con-
fidence,” Wellon said. 

      
Wellon returns key players junior

Julia Lyons and sophomores Emma
Godfrey and Roni Marrone.  Sopho-
more Brooke Panfili has transferred
from Campolindo.

      
“Everyone on the team is con-

tributing right now.  We can go deep
into our bench and get a lot of produc-
tion,” Wellon added. 

      
The team’s biggest win came in

the championship game at the Lin-
coln Mustang Tournament in San
Francisco against Amador Valley

(Pleasanton).  Lyons was named the
Most Valuable Player at that tourna-
ment. On Dec. 13, they won an over-
time game at Sonoma Valley 48-47
with Godfrey scoring 21.

      
The Dons host the Lady Don

Classic from Dec. 17-20, where they
look to extend their win streak.

      
Art Thoms begins his second sea-

son at the helm at Campolindo.
Campo went 17-12 a year ago with an
8-4 DFAL record. 

      
“Kaylyn Murray is our lone re-

turning starter and was an Honorable
Mention All-League player last sea-
son,” said Thoms. “We will rely on
her to anchor the middle of court at
center.”

      
Thoms also expects senior Ashley

Dubrasich to play a key role this sea-
son. “I have very high expectations
for her this season,” he explained.

      
The team has struggled early, los-

ing four of their first five. However,
Thoms has seen some significant im-
provement in their play, including
wins in their last two games, one a 62-
23 defeat of Drake.

      
Campolindo will face San Lean-

dro and Oakland Tech before playing
in the West Coast Jamboree.

      
All coaches agreed that the entire

DFAL will be a solid league again this
year.  The DFAL begins on Jan. 6.

Photo Gint Federas
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The Campolindo Cougars (15-0)
are one win away from a Divi-

sion III State Championship as they’ll
continue their incredible season Sat-
urday at the Stubhub Center in Car-
son, Calif.

      
Campolindo took the NCS crown

on Dec. 6, edging Marin Catholic, 27-
21, on the strength of a late fumble re-
covery by senior linebacker Jack
Shurtz. 

      
The Cougars faced the bigger,

well-rested, also unbeaten Sutter High
School in the CIF Northern Regional
Division III Championship on Dec.
13.

      
Sutter (13-1) had not played since

Nov. 29, and their fresh legs showed
in the first half. The Huskies came out
hot, going on a nine-play, 65-yard
touchdown drive to start the game. 

      
Sutter’s size showed early, too, as

the Cougars’ offense was stymied
through much of the first quarter.
Campo was forced to punt on their
first two possessions, and on their
third, Jack Stephen’s threw an inter-
ception that set up Sutter’s next touch-
down. 

      
“Jack got off to a rough start and

he just kept fighting,” said Campo
head coach Kevin Macy. “We had to

do a lot of switching what we were
doing on offense to get him a little
more comfortable.”

      
Trailing 14-0, Campo dug in its

heels and went to the air. Max Flower
caught two passes for 69 yards on a
seven play drive capped by an Adam
Remotto touchdown reception. 

      
On their next possession,

Campo’s offense was the beneficiary
of a 9-yard punt, and the Cougars cap-
italized. Facing a third-and-nine from
the 18-yard line, Stephens threaded
the needle, finding Remotto between
two Sutter defenders for his second
score of the night.

      
Minutes later, Campo forced an-

other punt and took over from their
own 28-yard line. On first down,
Stephens threw a bomb to Caleb
Whalen who took it 72 yards for a
touchdown, and a Matt Blair extra
point gave them a 21-14 lead.

      
Sutter threatened late in the first

half, moving the ball 45 yards down-
field, but on second down from
Campo’s 20-yard line, Huskies quar-
terback Randy Post threw for the end-
zone only to find Campolindo
defensive back Tiger Garcia for one
of his two interceptions. 

      
The Cougars took the opening

kick of the second half, scored on a 4-
yard scamper from Nick Fadelli, took
a 28-14 lead, and never looked back,
beating Sutter 35-14. 

      
Once again, it was Campo’s de-

fense putting on a show. They
blanked Sutter in the final 36 minutes
of play, their front seven putting all
kinds of pressure on Post, drawing
penalties and allowing their second-
ary to make plays. 

      
“Whatever we were earlier in the

year, an offensive team, I think our
personality has changed,” said Macy.
“It was a big night for our defense.
We’re so worn down and beat-up; it’s

just playing with determination and
grit at this point.”

      
Notable among Campo’s injuries

are those to Max Flower (shoulder)
and Connor McNally (groin), which
didn’t seem to be issues on Saturday
as Flower caught for 140 yards, and
McNally rushed for 31 yards and a
touchdown. Stephens threw for 283
yards, three touchdowns and an inter-
ception, while Fadelli managed 50
yards and a touchdown on 16 carries.

      
Campolindo heads to the Divi-

sion III Championship in Carson this
Saturday to take on El Capitan of
Lakeside, the No. 16 team in Califor-
nia, whose size and athleticism the
Cougars will look to overcome with
one last touch of the magic that’s car-
ried them all year. Kickoff is at noon
on Dec. 20.

      
“Our kids battle. They buy us

time to figure our way back into a
game,” said Macy. “Our team defini-
tion changes week to week. Who
knows what we’ll be [this] week.”

www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLYC2 Wednesday, December 17, 2014

WALNUT CREEK
925-979-3430

OAKLAND
510-428-3558

SPORTS MEDICINE 
CENTER FOR 
YOUNG ATHLETES

$8 per 1/2”  classified ad height  Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com reach 60,000+ with your ad
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Music Lessons

Insurance

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
reliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.

M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
• ONSITE REPAIRS • VIRUS REMOVAL
• WINDOWS TUTORING 
• HARDWARE UPGRADES
• NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
• REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 • 510-938-1881

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
repair • restore • revamp
Call rusty- (925) 890-1581

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling • Home Repair
Big & Small Jobs • Bonded & Insured

Lic # 898775 925-825-5201

Painting Contractor

Fencing

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining

walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
W Comp, homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0e90108 

Lafayette Painting-all work
supervised by owner/contractor. No substitute

for EXPERIENCE-over 25 years in Lamorinda.  
Full insured, Lic # 342005. Call 283-8621

House Cleaning & Organizing

Masterpiece
Household
Services

Complete cleaning weekly, biweekly
& monthly Including construction
cleaning, moving in & moving out.
Home organizing. Very detail

oriented with 20 years of experience,
Excellent references, (510)506-2667

www.mphousehold.com 

Vickers Rain Guer
Installation, repair, 

roof & guer cleaning
Serving Lamorinda since 1984, Many
styles of guers with soldered down-
spouts.....Senior discount...,free est...lic
677426. I do the work myself & take
pride in it.....Ken 925-687-8831

Rain gutter

Residential 
Maintenance Services

• Painting
• repairs
• Mold removal

• Plumbing
• electrical
• Fence & Gate

For FAST FREE estimates
Please call Chris
925-642-0689
email crhalt@aol.com

General
Contractor
Lic.921915

Help Wanted

The Orinda Union School
District is seeking enthusiastic and
qualified individuals as substitute
teachers and aides. To join our team,
please apply on www.EdJoin.org.

To the State Finals!
By Michael Sakoda

National Recognition
Submitted by Becca DuPont 

Campolindo’s Tyler Petite was selected
to participate on USA Football’s 2015

U.S. U19 National Team. The team will face
Team Canada on Feb. 7 at Maverick Stadium
at the University of Texas at Arlington.

     
A 6-5, 230-pound tight end, Petite has

verbally committed to play for Duke. He has
caught 19 touchdowns in three seasons for
Campolindo High School. Petite followed a
495-yard, nine-touchdown junior season
with 782 yards and eight touchdowns this
year.

Photo provided Photo Gint Federas

Jack Shurtz had a key fumble recovery in the nCS championship game. Photos Gint Federas

Jack Stephens and Chase Abbott

Rain Gutter
Cleaning

Residential & Commercial
licensed, bonded & insured.

CA#667491
925-938-9836

www.kensrototilling.com

Lost/Found 

Lost/Found Several Years
Ago (2) Rings
Please contact the town of
Moraga Police Department at
(925) 888-7056 for further
information or to claim your property



www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY             Page:  Wednesday, December 17, 2014 C3

Submit stories to sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
(we prefer to receive your original photo file, minimum size:  200 dpi and 1200 pixels wide)

Acalanes Girls' Soccer Team Sets the Pace as Season Gets Underway
By Karl Buscheck

The girls’ soccer season has only
just begun, but the DFAL has

an early frontrunner. 

      
Acalanes is pouring in goals.

Through the first five games the
squad has found the back of the net on
30 occasions.

      
“They're taking chances and

they're definitely clicking,” said head
coach Evan Sassano. “We have a lot
of options, but playing together as a
team is going to be the thing.”

      
So far, the team's top option has

been Katharine Torchio, who has
racked up six strikes. The senior has
helped lead the Dons, who own a 2-
0-0 record in league (5-0-0 overall),
to a share of first place in the DFAL
standings.

      
On Dec. 10, Acalanes cruised past

Las Lomas 4-1 to open league play
with a big road win. The team fol-
lowed up with a 1-0 away win over
Dougherty Valley on Dec. 12. Torchio
provided the game-winning goal in
the second half. 

      
It's been an impressive start for a

team that went 0-4-8 in league a sea-
son ago. While Sassano cautions that
it's still extremely early, he likes the
direction his team is headed.

      
“Obviously, just like any other

team I'm sure [our goal] is to win
league and win the playoffs. This pro-
gram hasn't won a championship yet,
so we definitely think that's some-
thing to shoot for and something that
we want to accomplish,” he ex-
plained.

      
The Miramonte girls' team

knows all about winning. Last year,
the Mats rolled to a 10-1-1 record in
league (15-3-1 overall). The squad
claimed first place in DFAL.

      
This year, the team is 1-2-0 over-

all and tied for third place in league

with a 1-1-0 record. On Dec. 5, Mira-
monte lost 3-2 to Piedmont in the
team's only non-league game of the
season. Sophomore Mia Grillo and
freshman Angeline Liu each scored a
goal in the defeat. 

      
The Mats dropped the first game

of DFAL action, losing 3-0 at Al-
hambra on Dec. 10. 

      
Miramonte bounced back from

that defeat by going out on the road
and shutting out Dublin 5-0 on Dec.
12. The Mats had four goals in a sec-
ond-half onslaught and junior Cecilia
Gee collected a hat trick. 

      
Miramonte is slated to host Cam-

polindo on Dec. 19 in the first rivalry
matchup of the season. The game pits
the top DFAL teams from a season
ago against each other. Campolindo
head coach Ernesto Silva knows that
the clash with the Mats will be just
one of many challenging tests that his
team faces this season.

      
“I don't believe there will be one

dominant team. Every game in our
league will be tough,” he said.

      
With a 1-1-0 record in DFAL (3-

2-0 overall), Campolindo is tied with
Miramonte for third place in the
league standings. On Dec. 10, the
Cougars won their first league game
of the season, getting past Dublin 1-0.
Senior AJ Morgan provided the deci-
sive strike in the home win. 

      
Campolindo then fell 1-0 at Al-

hambra in a road matchup on Dec. 12.
Silva predicts an upswing for the
Cougars as the team spends more
time training and playing together. 

      
“Given that we had very little

time to prepare due to club commit-
ments for several of our players, we
have had some solid performances
early on,” he explained. “I believe we
will continue to improve.”

Boys’ Soccer Looks to Rebuild in Open DFAL
By Spencer Silva

The 2014-15 soccer season is
underway and the landscape of

the DFAL has changed considerably.
The Lamorinda boys’ soccer pro-
grams have lost key players and will
look to rebuild.

       
Campolindo (4-2, 1-1-0 league)

dominated the DFAL last fall, earning
first place with a 9-0-3 record in league
play. Their strong season earned them
the No. 2 seed in the NCS tournament.
They made it all the way to the semifi-
nals before losing to eventual champi-
ons, Dublin High. 

      
Much has changed in the past

year, however, as the Cougars gradu-
ated 16 seniors and lost two of their
best players in Ryan Donat and Pre-
ston Kilwien to the De Anza Force
Academy. Donat was the DFAL’s
MVP during 2013-14 and led the
team in scoring with nine goals. Play-
ing for De Anza, Donat and Kilwien,
both juniors, are ineligible to compete
for a high school team. 

      
The other key loss is Michael

Samaniego, who will miss the season
due to an injury. Samaniego was First
Team All-League last season and was
expected to be an important veteran
presence and defensive force on the
pitch. 

      
“We lost 20 players from last

year’s team. That’s unheard of in soc-
cer,” said coach Shane Carney of his
fresh-faced team. “I believe we can
still be good this year, but it’s going
to take a lot of work.”

      
The team returns just three

starters from last year’s squad: Seth
Kofman, Jeremy Raine and Jacob
Buchannan.  Of his veterans, Carney
intoned, “Their leadership will be im-
portant in bringing this team together
and pushing the team to succeed.”

      
The team is off to a strong start,

only suffering losses to Livermore (5-
0) and Dublin High (3-4-1). They also
placed third in this year’s Winter Soc-
cer Classic defeating Albany last
weekend 1-0. 

      
Acalanes (2-3-1, 1-0-1) is also in

the process of adapting to new per-
sonnel. They graduated Kaj Simon-
sen, last season’s DFAL offensive
MVP.  Eight of the team’s 22 players
are underclassmen, and it will be up
to seniors Eric Sirott and Pat Ramm,
both All-League selections last sea-
son, to lead the team into DFAL con-
tention. 

      
Coach Paul Curtis enters his 16th

season at the helm of the program and
emphasizes how every year it takes
time for teams to meld together. 

      
“Unlike other sports,” he ex-

plained, “in high school soccer, the
kids only play together for three
months. They play on different teams
throughout the year, so it takes some
time getting comfortable with each
other.”

      
Despite a losing record, coach

Curtis has a positive outlook on his
team’s progress.

      
“So far the team is learning how

to work together,” Curtis said, “We’re
developing the ability to attack con-
sistently and learning how to possess
the ball.”

      
Miramonte (1-1-2, 1-1) had a

tough 2013-14 season, finishing 4-7-
5 (1-6-4 DFAL).

      
They graduated two of their best

players in Kyle Visher and Ruwan
Thilakaratne. The team has 11 new
players, including three freshman and
eight players promoted from last
year’s junior varsity squad. Reece
Roberts and Joseph Wang, both All-
League Honorable Mentions, return
to the team.

      
In spite of the new faces, coach

Billal Samy believes the team will be
competitive throughout the season.
“We’re dealing with a new team dy-
namic,” Samy explained, “but the re-
turning core of the group will help
expedite our collective form. We ex-
pect to be competitive.” 

       
Miramonte and Campolindo meet

for the first time at Campolindo on Dec.
19.  Acalanes hosts defending NCS
champion Dublin on Dec. 17.

Acalanes Photos Gint Federas

Campolindo

Miramonte

Acalanes Photos Gint Federas

Campolindo
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Winner, Winner, Turkey Dinner 
Submitted by Mike Valerio

From left, front row: Leah Sopak, Lauren Kobashigawa, Lauren Frechman, Lauren Westergren;
back row: coach Brian Frechman, Kate Carter, Scarlette McCullough, Mikaela valerio, Kate
Brown, coach Mike valerio and Scot Kobashigawa; not pictured: Jordan Pratt and elle Skvarna

St. Perpetua's seventh grade American team
took first place for the 7th/8th grade divi-

sion in the MVP Flight Thanksgiving Tourna-

ment on Nov. 30. The team defeated St. Joan of
Arc, St. Agnes and St. Perpetua's eight grade na-
tional team. 

CYO Turkey Tournament Winners
Submitted by Brian Roesch

From left: tyler Bullock, Doug ellery, Justin Myers, Ben Kang, Grant roesch, Blake Webster, Sam
Whipple and Dylan rusconi; back row: coach Mike Bullock 

Saint Monica’s fourth grade CYO team
won the Turkey Shootout Tournament

with an undefeated record.  Coming in as

the underdog, the Spartans battled through
three tough teams to claim the top spot on
Nov. 30.

Top Tier Tennis Team
Submitted by Pascale Siu

Front row, from left: Kristin rosenbaum, hilary Leutenecker, Stephanie yee, Darlet Lin, Kay
Sander, Laura Kim; back row: Andrea O'Brien, ellie Kann, Janet Absher, robin rudolph, Marcy
Sharafian, Pascale Siu, Jessie thomas, Jennifer Glass

Lamorinda women from local tennis clubs
combined to compete in USTA 40+ 4.0

league this season and took third place that the
USTA National Championships.

      
The team earned the chance to represent

Northern California in the 2014 National Cham-
pionships held at Omni Rancho Las Palmas Re-
sort in Rancho Mirage, Calif. on Nov. 7-9 after
beating out 171 other NorCal teams.

      
During the first two days at Nationals, the

team won a round robin to make it to the Final
Four.  In the semifinals, the team had three

match points in a third set tie-breaker to advance
to the finals, but ultimately lost to Oregon 3-2.
Playing New England for third place, Andrea
O’Brien, Jessie Thomas, Darlet Lin and
Stephanie Yee won to pull out a final team vic-
tory. 

      
“This fantastic group of ladies (and great

friends) trained so hard.  It was super fun to
compete at Nationals together and to watch the
players’ hard work pay off.  It was a great team
effort,” said captain Yee.

Fastest of  Them All
Submitted by Jessica Soto

Ginny Vazquez-Azpiri of Orinda Aquatics
was the 10U girls high point winner at the

Pacific Region Junior Olympics Swimming
Championship held Dec. 5-7.  Vazquez-Azpiri
won six individual events and recorded the
fastest time in the United States this year for her
age group in the 100-meter individual medley.  

      
Two other Orinda Aquatics swimmers were

also high point winners, Ashleen O'Brien for
14U girls and Max Costello Cruz for 12U boys.
Costello Cruz also broke the Pacific Region
record in the 100-meter butterfly.  

      
Orinda Aquatics placed second out of 48

teams at the championship.Ginny vazquez-Azpiri              Photo provided

Comeback Kids
Submitted by Laura Limson

Back row, from left: Coaches John Breznikar and Steve Dutto; middle row: Luke Lamison,
Matthew radell, Bradley nestal, Joe Gonzales, Caden Breznikar and Donovan Davidson; front
row: tyler Dutto, Ben Murphy, trent Larson-Deak

The Santa Maria CYO 11U American boys’ team had a comeback victory, beating St. Perpetua in
overtime to become the 2014 Turkey Shootout Champions. 

- Local Teen Competes on 'Project Runway: Threads'
- Safe, Affordable, Accepting - The Definition of 'Home'
- Quick Resolution to Downtown Armed Robbery
- Holiday Shopping Spree in Lafayette Olive oil, gentlemen's treat, home decor and doggie day care
- The Long and Winding Road
- The High Price of Housing in Lamorinda
- Reducing Traffic Congestion Gets High Marks
- Local Government Goes Wild with Holiday Sweaters
- Meet the Newest School Board Member
- Planning Commission Approves Controversial Development Project

www.Lamorindaweekly.com
Most Frequently Viewed Stories From Our Last

If you wish to view any of the stories above go to www.lamorindaweekly.com and click the link below the story.
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O Tannenbaum, O Tannenbaum
...read on page D9

W
hile many homeowners take painstak-
ing care to keep their lawns and prop-
erties in top curb-appeal condition –

or at least make every attempt to keep them that
way – sometimes it’s the lone tree that takes charge,
calls us to attention, and alerts us to its spectacular
presence. The house itself is secondary. These are
“signature trees,” trees that define their landscape,
put the house in perspective. 

          

Like seeing the splash from a Japanese maple
that could not possibly be that true to the color red
and simply must have been painted on by the fire de-
partment, trees can create the “wow” effect like noth-
ing else in the front of a home. Gone are the yard
ornaments, the trimmed lawn, the potted azalea or
the wreaths on the door. The tree stands alone.

          

“The decision to plant a particular tree is really
important,” says Geoff Olmstead, the nursery man-
ager for Orchard Nursery in Lafayette, who has
helped hundreds of Lamorindans make the right de-
cision. “It can make a huge difference in how your
house looks, how to present your house to others.”

          

Walk back into the nursery with Olmstead
and one starts to get barraged by Latin names that
don’t help someone who doesn’t know a borealis
from a gigantum. (Those probably aren’t even
trees.) That doesn’t deter Olmstead, though, be-
cause he is capable of quickly changing to regular-
person-speak.

          

“So first, how big would you want it to get?”
he asks. When told, let’s say, about 100 feet, he
throws back his head and laughs loudly. “Really? I

don’t think too many trees get that tall, not even
oaks. Redwoods will. People think they want red-
woods but they don’t really want redwoods.”

          

Which of course leads a person who is still
amazed that the spell-check on the computer ac-
cepted “borealis” to an obvious question for Mr.

Olmstead: Why not? (She means, sequoia semper-
virens, two of only two Latin words she knows, is
just about the most spectacular tree ever to take
root in Lamorindan soil.) Who could argue with a
coast redwood?

          

... continued on page D4

Signature Trees Speak for Themselves
Lone trees or a collection can define a home’s personality
By Chris Lavin 

A Japanese maple brightens up the exterior of this home. Photo Jennifer Wake
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
6

10
8

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
$667,500
$310,000
$765,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
$1,000,000
$1,460,000
$1,810,000

LAFAYETTE
1003 Carol Lane, $667,500, 5 Bdrms, 1785 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 10-31-14
1808 Del Rey Street, $1,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 1716 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 11-12-14; 

Previous Sale: $517,000, 01-24-03
20 Huston Court, $810,000, 5 Bdrms, 2567 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 11-5-14; 

Previous Sale: $540,000, 08-30-01
1509 Huston Road, $755,500, 2 Bdrms, 1523 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 10-31-14; 

Previous Sale: $655,000, 06-28-04
952 Janet Lane, $765,000, 3 Bdrms, 1827 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 11-6-14; 

Previous Sale: $43,000, 10-07-71
1050 Stuart Street, $865,000, 2932 SqFt, 1942 YrBlt, 10-31-14; 

Previous Sale: $960,000, 10-31-06
MORAGA
1997 Ascot Drive #4, $585,000, 3 Bdrms, 1728 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 10-31-14; P

revious Sale: $503,000, 05-21-09
1967 Ascot Drive #A, $310,000, 2 Bdrms, 964 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 11-5-14

... continued on page D5

VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

EXCELLENT TIME to take advantage of  strong
demand to get the highest possible price on your
home and buy something else while interest rates
are still low. 
If  I had a Buyer for your home would you sell it?

RECENT SOLDS

Phenomenal Orinda Country Club 
Call for price 

Impeccable  Moraga Charm 
Call for price 

1702 Toyon Road 
Represented Buyer

42 Knox Drive 
Represented Buyer

3366 Carlyle Terrace 
Represented Buyer

16 Rich Acres Road 
Represented Buyer 

740 Glenside Circle 
Represented Seller 

21 Williams Drive 
Represented Seller 

52 Miner Road
Represented Buyer 

10 Laird Drive 
Represented Buyer

4060 Fiora Place 
Represented Seller

127 Jervis Bay 
Rep. Seller and Buyer 

1234 Morning Glory 
Represented Seller 

953 Bridgecrossing Way 
Represented Seller

7 Candlestick Rd, Orinda
Representing Seller 

2059 Ascot Dr #109, 
Moraga, Rep. Seller  

12 Jack Tree Knoll, Orinda
Representing Buyer

1354 Meadow Glen Way 
Represented Seller

Happy Holidays!
COMING SOON

Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner
Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
CalBRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299   Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This
comparison is based solely on estimated figures and information available
at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property
qualifying.
Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 • Danville • CalBRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

Fixed Rates to $417,000   Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE             APR            RATE          APR

30 Year Fixed 3.750% 3.750% 3.875% 3.875%

15 Year Fixed 2.875% 2.990% 3.250% 3.250%

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $2,500,000!

4.000% /4.000% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM THE MOST
EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!



WWW.DUDUM.COM
CALBRE #01882902

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

ANGIE CLAY

925.207.9366

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

RANDY 925.787.4622
SERETA: 925.998.4441

JON WOOD TEAM

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500 925.360.8662 925.876.0966

PAT AMES TERESA ZOCCHI TERRYLYNN FISHER

925.330.5849

We would like to thank the Lamorinda community for another amazing year, 

and look forward to being your preferred real estate brokerage for years to come. 

Wishing you and your loved ones great joy and many blessings this holiday season.

Proud to be affi liated with
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Signature Trees Speak for Themselves
... continued from page D1

          

“People think they’re evergreen, that they’re going to be low maintenance,”
Olmstead says. “They’re like the …” And he is obviously resisting using more Latin,
so like the good people-person he is, he changes tack and goes back to English. “Red-
woods are not low-maintenance,” he reports.

          

For one, redwoods shed their leaves, too. Sure, some people call them needles
but they amount to the same thing. Trees have to be maintained. They can’t be
planted somewhere under dubious soil circumstances and then fall down, say, and
kill somebody. They can’t wiggle their roots into other people’s water pipes or sewage
systems. People who plant trees have responsibilities, Olmstead says: They have to
keep them healthy, clean up after them, and be responsible for them when they’re
young, care for them as they mature. It begins to feel as if one is talking to a sex ed-
ucation counselor about responsible parenting.

          

So what do you plant if you want that magical effect?

          

“You start with how big,” he says, going back to the beginning, then he takes a
big breath and his eyes almost start to well up. His passion for trees becomes obvious.
“Deciduous trees are probably the best bet. You get everything with deciduous. Spec-
tacular spring blossoms, bright green in the summer with shade, than fall color. You
really can’t beat deciduous trees.” 

          

Some people will plant collections, Olmstead explains. Like birches, in sets of
three, “for faith, hope and charity.” And yes, he says, you have to rake the leaves. You
have to watch out for the fruits that fall, which can be tedious to get rid of, especially
when they’re knarly, like sycamores and others. Yes, you have to water it, preferably
with a drip system that’s slow and deep off and on for a year or two – he will give
you the amounts and times and everything else – and yes, they aren’t that pretty in
the wintertime. But, he adds, “it’s winter.”

          

Still, the time comes to pay for the spectacular presentation of a nice tree. Erach

Tapore of Michael Lane in Lafayette was found recently raking leaves quickly and
dumping them into giant bags to get ready for an incoming storm. When asked why
he bothered with a tree he
had to care for, his face lit
up: “This is a Modesto ash!
They are beautiful trees,
planted all along here,” he
says, motioning up the
lane. He has cared for his
tree for more than 30 years,
he says, and feels as if he
has a relationship with it.
He has it pruned every five
to 10 years, and worries a
bit about the mistletoe
that’s taken hold high in its
branches. He doesn’t mind
doing the raking.

          

“I had to do it,” says
Tarapore, holding his rake.
“The tree will say, ‘I see
you!’ And I know I have to
do something. This is what
I have to do today.”

Erach Tarapore rakes his leaves on Michael Lane in Lafayette. He has taken care
of his Modesto ash for more than 30 years. 

A beautiful oak on Burton Drive in Lafayette doesn't have to define a single house -
- it defines the whole neighborhood. Photos Chris Lavin

Trees don't have to define the house. They also can
provide swings with a needed branch.
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believe in the art of  living well.

PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®
CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282
patti.camras@camoves.com

5 Moraga Way, Orinda

www.patticamras.com

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

Happy Holidays

 
 Kat Rider 
925.787.1692 
CA BRE #00512156   NMLS# 202928 

 Call for the best rates!                          

51 Moraga Way #2 Orinda             

RPM Mortgage, Inc CALBRE# 01818035 – NMLS# 9472             
CA  Bureau of Real Estate, Real Estate Corpora on  License. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 

 
 

925.787.1692 
CA BRE #00512156   NMLS# 202928 

 Call for the best rates!                          

51 Moraga Way #2 Orinda             

RPM Mortgage, Inc CALBRE# 01818035 – NMLS# 9472             
CA  Bureau of Real Estate, Real Estate Corpora on  License. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 

Loan Advisor 
Kat Rider  
 

925.787.1692 
CA BRE #00512156   NMLS# 202928 

 Call for the best rates!                          

51 Moraga Way #2 Orinda             

RPM Mortgage, Inc CALBRE# 01818035 – NMLS# 9472             
CA  Bureau of Real Estate, Real Estate Corpora on  License. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 

Loan Advisor 
Kat Rider  
 

925.787.1692 
CA BRE #00512156   NMLS# 202928 

 Call for the best rates!                          

51 Moraga Way #2 Orinda             

RPM Mortgage, Inc CALBRE# 01818035 – NMLS# 9472             
CA  Bureau of Real Estate, Real Estate Corpora on  License. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 

Loan Advisor 
Kat Rider 

Best Rates!

RPM Mortgage, Inc CALBRE# 01818035 – NMLS# 9472
CA Bureau of Real Estate, 
Real Estate Corporation License. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded
...continued from Page D2

MORAGA ... continued 
113 Brookline Street, $975,000, 3 Bdrms, 3424 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 10-31-14; 

Previous Sale: $850,000, 12-05-02
863 Camino Ricardo, $1,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 2083 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 11-12-14; 

Previous Sale: $841,000, 10-08-04
67 Corte Yolanda, $960,000, 3 Bdrms, 1894 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 11-13-14
1058 Larch Avenue, $785,000, 2 Bdrms, 1232 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 11-4-14
18 Lynch Court, $785,000, 3 Bdrms, 1656 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 11-14-14
651 Moraga Road #18, $325,000, 2 Bdrms, 1144 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 11-12-14; 

Previous Sale: $36,500, 04-15-75
21 Williams Drive, $1,460,000, 5 Bdrms, 2988 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 11-6-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,220,000, 08-31-04
431 Woodminster Drive, $589,000, 3 Bdrms, 1800 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 11-13-14; 

Previous Sale: $269,000, 07-15-99
ORINDA
109 Bear Ridge Trail, $1,810,000, 4 Bdrms, 3863 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 11-5-14
69 Coral Drive, $1,245,000, 3 Bdrms, 1905 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 11-3-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,125,000, 10-24-06
5 Estates Drive, $1,285,000, 4 Bdrms, 2630 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 11-6-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,250,000, 08-01-08
23 Hillcrest Drive, $765,000, 3 Bdrms, 1290 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 10-31-14
20 Jack Tree Knoll, $1,492,000, 11-10-14
35 La Cuesta Road, $1,555,000, 3 Bdrms, 2468 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 11-12-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,076,000, 03-23-06
2 Loma Linda Court, $1,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 2040 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 11-6-14; 

Previous Sale: $342,500, 05-17-91
31 Oakwood Road, $1,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 2561 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 11-13-14; 

Previous Sale: $475,000, 06-27-97
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Stylish Solutions 
Last Minute Holiday Decor Ideas 
By Ann McDonald

We’re nearing the holiday finish line. But just as we start to run through it, have
you ever had this happen? You are feeling all warm and cozy and then your

friend or spouse utters these words “we should…” followed by an off the cuff invi-
tation to host a last minute get together at your home. No problem, you say. It all
sounds fabulous when you have sugarplums in your head, but then you arrive home
and realize you never quite pulled the holiday décor together. 

          
Suddenly the tree is looking more Charlie Brown than Pottery Barn, the dining

table is strewn with holiday cards and your kitchen/family room looks more like a
shopping bag factory than an inviting space to host friends.

          
What to do?  First, don’t panic. You don’t have to redecorate or spend $5,000

with overnight shipping from a luxury holiday store to get ready inside of 72 hours.

          
Here are my top tricks to get you, the stylish suburbanite, on track fast.

1) DO: Think outside the box. Take a deep breath and remember, if you are
headed out last minute for supplies, the traditional holiday product shelves may well
be barren. A chipped Santa or painted wooden snowman is not exactly couture level
decorating. Use the lack of choices to your advantage and stay true to your home’s
current color scheme. Purchase beautiful accessory items you can use all year with
ease. Think sets of pretty glasses, pots or planters that match your home, silver any-
thing.
2) DON’T: Reinvent the wheel. Remember, the reason we decorate our homes
for the holiday season is to bless, not to impress. That means if we love something
someone else has done and it blesses us with beauty, that is enough. At market a few
months ago, I sourced topiaries that were stunning, expensive and made to order.
For my own home, they were not practical financially or from a time standpoint.
What did I do? I separated the elements as inspiration and created my own.

          
My team and I gathered planters and pots I already owned (we call it shed

shopping), purchased faux boxwood balls with battery operated lights and went to
the back yard to find striking oversized tree twigs which we used instead of antlers.

We used carpet squares with mirrors laid flat, shredded holiday cards, and a soft
basket filled with the same type of shredding to hold the buffet silverware and a
candle with glass hurricane. Photos Couture Chateau
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These displays we sourced for a client were out of budget range for me
this season in my own home. To duplicate the type, I purchased faux box-
wood balls with battery operated lights and then added dried twigs in-
stead of the antlers and placed them in blue and white planters we use
all year. Simple, elegant and very cost effective.

925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com

www.RattoandRatto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Happy Holidays!

Warmest wishes for a
Happy Holiday 

and a Happy Healthy 2015.
Valerie Durantini
Coldwell Banker 
925 253 4657

vdurantini@gmail.com
www.valeriedurantini.com

CalBRE# 01376796

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304
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3) DO: Use items that work year round. One holiday vignette was created with
an eye towards re-use once the season was over. Because we were on a tight budget,
we headed straight for Ikea. First stop?  The carpet section.  I often use carpet squares
or Ikat rugs as placemats and runners to achieve a luxury look for less on dining ta-
bles, entry hall consoles and even in overscale powder rooms with large counters. 
Every element is multi-purpose and non-holiday specific. It was a massive hit. Fresh,
fast and talk about budget friendly.
When you are battling holiday overload and really do need to ready your spaces,
give yourself permission to wander the aisles of stores you can escape in for inspi-
ration. I will set aside up to 90 minutes, identify the need (holder for silverware)
not the product (a silverware holder) and start to wander.  For this project, the light
bulb went off in the bathroom accessories area when we saw a pretty display holding
towels. The soft baskets looked like chunky white sweaters. Very on trend. Because
we identified the need, our mind was open to different solutions.
Here are a few of my favorite closing thoughts:
* I prefer faux to real when purchasing boxwood and moss unless you have a large
budget and are OK executing repairs.
* The time honored wreath can be laid flat on a table to surround hurricane candles.
* The dried tree branch is the best free staple around. I use them raw, embellish with
glitter, spray paint and even bejewel them for clients. Place a dried tree branch in
vase with playground sand for weight bearing. Make certain the vase won’t crack
from pressure. Hang simple ornaments from the branches. Uplight for drama.

Have a blessed holiday and I will see you in the New Year!
If you need help with your decorating project, visit http://www.couturechateau.com
or give us a call at (925) 386-0720. Happy holidays and Happy New Year!

Stylish Solutions 
Last Minute Holiday Decor Ideas 
... continued from page D6

Ann McDonald, IIDA, NAPO, is the
Founder/CEO of Couture Chateau, a
luxury interior design firm in Orinda.
For a complete blog post including
photos of different guest hosting
ideas, visit
www.couturechateau.com/blog.

Lamorinda
Closets
Organized for Life

Got Closets? Get Organized!

Lamorinda Closets can help
you update and reorganize
the closets in your home

Kevin Healey, Owner

Call Kevin today 
925.451.6436
and ask for a 

free consultation

3330 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 307 • Lafayette
Kevin@LamorindaClosets.com

LamorindaClosets.com
Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda Advertise in
Lamorinda Weekly 

Call 925-377-0977 today

We print and deliver 26,000 copies every other week.
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O Tannenbaum, O Tannenbaum
By Cynthia Brian
“Christmas trees come very close to exceeding nature.”  ~Andy Rooney

When my children were youngsters, cutting a tree was the big event of the
season. We’d don our Santa hats, grab a bundle of rope to tie the tree to
the top of the car, put film in the camera, and off we’d go, singing Christ-

mas carols while plotting our adventure. It could take hours walking through a farm,
checking out tree after tree, debating the merits of each. Sometimes we’d visit two
or three farms before finding the perfect one. Afterwards, at home with our freshly
cut treasure, we’d light a fire, drink hot cocoa and eggnog, eat persimmon pudding
and Italian panetone, put on the Christmas music, and dance around the house as
we spruced the fir with popcorn and cranberry strings, homemade ornaments, tinsel,
and of course, plenty of twinkling lights. 

          
One day my son had the bright idea that we should grow our own Christmas

trees in order to have a never-ending supply of Yuletide enchantment. With the best
planting season for evergreens between January and March, as soon as the small con-
tainers of conifers went on sale for $1 post holiday, we nabbed 20 for our forthcoming

Christmas tree farm. We chose a prime
spot at the top of our hill, prepared the
plot, cleared the weeds, planted the
seedlings, protected them with wire from
marauding munchers, maintained soil
moisture, and waited. The kids were very
attentive to their trees. By year three, prun-
ing and shaping the trees into conical
forms began. Who knew that “Christmas
trees” didn’t automatically grow into per-
fect Christmas specimens? By year 7, they
cut their first glorious imperfect tree and
by year 13 all of the trunks were too large
for any tree holder. Instead of cutting an-
other tree, we potted a large Norfolk pine,
added it to our entrance, where this oxy-
gen producing, carbon dioxide absorber
has served as our beloved arbre de Noel. 

          
History, legend, or a combination of

the two chronicles the tales of 16th century Germans bringing evergreens into their
homes as holiday decor after Protestant reformer, Martin Luther, witnessed the stars
sparkling through the forest trees and cut a tree to enjoy indoors. In 2014, Christmas
trees are as significant to American culture as apple pie. But it wasn’t until 1848 that
Puritanical America embraced the idea of the “pagan” Christmas tree.  The ever-pop-
ular Queen Victoria and her German Prince Albert were sketched with their children
gathered around a decorated Christmas tree and East Coast society adopted this
new fashionable trend. Currier and Ives jumped on the bucolic family festivity band-
wagon by immortalizing vintage America in historic lithographs of cozy Christmas
scenes including sleigh rides, crackling fires, candlelit chapels, snowmen, and tree
decorating. ... continued on page D10

Decorating a winter garden as a Christmas wonderland. Photos Cynthia Brian

A modern Currier and Ives cozy Christmas living room. Photos Cynthia Brian

Tagged and wired Christmas trees fill a
garden center.



Yet, the love of winter evergreens
was celebrated long before the arrival of
Christianity. In ancient Egypt, the sun
god Ra was honored on the longest
night of the year, Dec. 21, and the short-
est day, Dec. 22 with palm frond deco-
rations to symbolize life over death. The
Romans marked the solstice with ever-
green boughs in anticipation of a pros-
perous spring. The Druids used greens
as symbols of eternal life while the
Vikings believed that evergreens were
the chosen trees of their sun god, Balder.

With the advent of electricity,
Thomas Edison presented the possibil-
ity of twinkling tree lights without as
much fire danger from branch-tied can-
dles. Europeans preferred small trees of
4 feet; Americans sought plants that
would reach the ceiling. Decorations in

the early days included strands of nuts, berries, apples, and popcorn. Today, a fortune
can be spent on accessories and unique ornaments fit for a king from hand-carved Na-
tivity scenes to hand-blown glass angels. 

          
When to buy, cut, and trim the tree varies from country to country. Many Amer-

ican families get into the December spirit immediately following Thanksgiving while
many Europeans wait until Christmas Eve to launch their rituals. Evergreen garlands,
boughs, ivy, mistletoe, wreaths, poinsettias, and holly join the enticing kitchen aromas
of gingerbread, marzipan, and hot mulled wine, making our Christmas castles merry
and bright.

          
Grown in all 50 states, Christmas tree farming is big business, although it is mostly

small farmers who do the growing, planting as many as 2,000 trees per acre. Seventy-
seven million trees are planted annually as American consumers purchase approxi-
mately 30 million farm grown trees valued at more than $1 billion.  Fresh trees (to me
the only way to play) outsell artificial trees three to one. Young families who are starting
their own traditions often prefer to “cut their own” at a Christmas tree farm, enjoying
a day in search of the perfect tannenbaum, as our family did in years past.

           
As you banish the blues with the greens of a pine, fur, spruce, redwood, cedar, or

cypress, you’ll be rewarded with the fresh fragrance of the wild woods. Remember to
keep your cut tree watered as most farmed trees are chopped down in October or early
November, then trucked to the retailer. While they won’t dry out outdoors, once indoors,

your specimen will need a quart to a gallon of water per day depending on the size.

     
This year, whether your tree was grown on a plantation or in your backyard, bring

the botanical brilliance of a live tree into your seasonal festivities and celebrate the
magic.

     
O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree,

     
Your branches green delight us!

     
Wishing you seasonal sparkle; glow forth and enjoy being home for the holidays.

Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLY OUR HOMES             www.lamorindaweekly.com                925-377-0977                 Wednesday,  December 17, 2014D10

A bright red poinsettia will always signal the holidays.

O Tannenbaum, O Tannenbaum
... continued from page D9

Trees are wrapped in wire for transit, then
added to stands at the lots.

Family owned in Moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

& Landscaping

Cleaning and thinning your trees may reduce the potential storm hazards without
compromising the shade. In some situations the risk of failure cannot be reduced
without removal of branches. Remember that healthy structurally sound trees are
generally wind fast even when mature.
Storm damage is usually, but not always, related to structural problems that could
have been addressed with proper structural training when the tree was young. Co
dominant (two trunks with a narrow angle of attachment) trunks account for many
trees failures. The hazard of wind damage is higher on the regrowth of trees that
have been “topped”.
Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)

Lic.: #611120

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew EdwardsWINTER TIPS
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COOK with either fresh or dried herbs. You’ll need more when
you use fresh. Dried are more potent. For every tablespoon of
fresh herbs in a recipe, substitute 1 teaspoon of dried. 

CREATE a stunning DIY holiday table arrangement using a
combination of ornamental cabbage, lilies, evergreen branches,
white roses, and pinecones. 

LOOKING for a last minute gift that will be unique and useful?
Check out your local garden retailers for holiday ideas, including
a pot of drought resistant kalanchoe or a Christmas cactus in
bloom. 

TRIM low hanging branches of redwoods, pines, firs, and other
evergreens to use in wreaths, garlands, and holiday
ornamentation. 

CARE for your land and your land will care of you. Our good
earth is Mother Nature’s Christmas gift to us.

Happy gardening, happy growing, fa la la la la!

Cynthia Brianís Mid-Month Reminders

Bl
ue Ridge

Landscape Company Inc.
Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

925-258-9233
cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED
INSURED
Lic# 818633

Christmas cactus begins to bloom.

family owned since 1933

Gifts & Holiday Decor

©2014
Cynthia Brian
The Goddess Gardener
Starstyle® Productions, llc
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR
I am available as a speaker, designer, and consultant.

Cynthia Brian and her favorite ladies under the tree.



Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby

Joan Cleveland
Shannon Conner

Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans

Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng

Art Lehman
Charles Levine

Erin Martin
April Matthews
Karen Murphy

Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith

Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell

Clark ompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Terri Bates Walker

Ann Ward
Dan Weil

Margaret Zucker

L amorinda’s  L eading Independent  Real  Estate  Firm

facebook.com/VillageAssociates

twitter.com/villageassoc 

THE VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES:

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Sunday Open Homes
93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 • Orinda, CA 94563 • Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com  Click on

ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA

410 Wovenwood One year
lease availability in
Orindawoods neighborhood.
Charming, remodeled townhome
with spectacular views.
Attractive, open living & dining
rooms w/vaulted ceilings, large
master suite w/deck.  

$4,250/month

40 Dos Osos
Incredible Orinda, San Pablo
Dam, Mt. Diablo views +
abundance of nature surrounds
this supersized parcel bordering
EBMUD lane. Once in a lifetime
opportunity raw land sale.

$489,000

56 La Vuelta
Country Club Contemporary
2,472 sf home offers bright, open
living spaces & gorgeous views.
Well appointed 4 bedrooms & 3
baths.  Kitchen/ family room
layout inviting & ideal for
entertaining. $1,028,500

65 Hillcrest Drive
Exquisitely rebuilt California
Rancher in heart of Glorietta. Turn
Key quality, Anderson windows &
doors, maple hardwood floors,
state of the art kitchen. Near great
schools, town, BART & freeway. 

$1,475,000

ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA MORAGA

207 Camino Sobrante
Contemporary 3927sf 5bd/4ba
built in 1987 w/large level front
yd & level back yd surrounded
by trees just steps from OCC &
Lake Cascade. 2 master suites,
large family rm & great rm,
hdwd flrs. $1,795,000

500 Dalewood Drive
Beautiful home ideal for in-law
& family living. Very private.
Two Master Suites of his/hers.
One level living w/large Living
Rm, formal Din Rm, open
Kitchen to FR w/refreshment bar.
2 car garage. $1,795,000

92 Sandhill Road
Estate setting of unmatched
appeal. Large spaces plus modern
design allure for appealing family
living or grand scale entertaining.
Fabulous views of valley &
Briones reservoir/sunsets.

$4,475,000

82 Miramonte Drive
Fantastic Miramonte Gardens
Opportunity. Rare 1798sf,
4bd/3ba, updated twnhm w/new
carpet, updated kitchen, dual
pane windows, expansive
bkyd/patio. Conv. locale w/2
carports & storage. $630,000

MORAGA LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE PLEASANT HILL

267 Paseo Bernal
Back on the Market with a new
contemporary look. Recently
updated 3bd/2.5ba with new
carpet & new paint color. Lovely
private patio, lots of storage and
conveniently located.

$725,000

1142 Glen Road
Stunning NEW single level
5bd/4.5ba 4510 sq. ft. traditional
on flat .79 acre lot in popular
Happy Valley Glen. Exquisite
millwork, chef's kitchen. Walk to
downtown Lafayette & BART.
Top schools. $3,495,000

23 Sessions Road
Gated English Manor 12.18 acre
5bd/6ba Estate. Grand foyer,
living, family rooms + "Club"
room, deluxe kitchen, dramatic
solarium + executive office.
Gorgeous grounds w/lap
pool/lawns, views.  $3,895,000

20 Whitfield Court
Great 2.58 acre parcel at top of
knoll with views of Mount Diablo
& ideal privacy.  Truly special
setting sites for development
zoned R-10 & R-15.  Wonderful
opportunity for investment. 

$1,950,000

New Listing Pending

PendingNew Price

Back on Market Contingent




