Wednesday, February 11, 2015 925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY C1

LAM@®RINDA SPORTS

www.lamorindaweekly.com Page:

Lamorinda Soccer Prepares
for Postseason

By Karl Buscheck

Samantha DeVecchi

he NCS Championships are

exactly a week away, and all
three of the Lamorinda girls' soccer
teams are virtual locks to be there
when the playoffs begin.

On Feb. 6, Miramonte and
Acalanes played to a scoreless draw
in Orinda. The result marked a major
departure from the last time the Mats
and the Dons met back on Jan. 7
when the teams combined to pour in
eight goals.

In the rematch, it was the pouring
rain that kept either team from finding
the back of the net. On a stormy Fri-
day night, the first chance fell to the
Dons just six minutes into the contest,
but Mats' senior goalkeeper Maritza

Allison Merrill had a shot on goal.
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Grillo made a lunging save to stop the
header.

After a quiet first half, Miramonte
began to dominate the possession
when the teams returned from the
break. Just eight minutes into the half
senior Maddie Geary nearly handed
the Mats a 1-0 edge, but instead lofted
her shot just over the bar. With 18
minutes left in the game, Mats’ senior
Samantha DeVecchi stormed down
the field on a fast break and sent her
close-range shot crashing off the side
of the net.

The Dons almost stole the game
in the final five minutes. Sophomore
Allison Merrill attacked from the left
wing, firing a shot that floated just

over the top of the goal.

Even though the Mats had to set-
tle for a tie, head coach Mohamed
Mohamed was impressed with the
way that his team battled with the
Dons, who not only sit in first place
in the DFAL standings with an 8-1-1
record but are also the early favorites
to claim the NCS title.

“Our team is peaking and it's
peaking at the right time,” said Mo-
hamed, whose Mats occupy the
fourth spot in the league standings
with a 5-3-3 record. “Acalanes is in
first place and we showed that we
should have had them.”

With the Mats having earned ei-
ther a win or a draw in six of the past
seven games, Mohamed likes the di-
rection that the team is headed with
NCS looming. “I think as the playoffs
come, Miramonte will be ready to
play,” he predicted.

Ernesto Silva, the head coach of
Campolindo, also thinks his squad
will be ready to play. “We are doing
really well. We are moving in the right
direction No doubt about that.”

After tying Miramonte 0-0 on
Feb. 4, the Cougars are stationed in
the No. 3 spot in the DFAL standings
with a 5-2-3 record. While pointing
out that the team has received plenty
of contributions from its younger
players, Silva gave the most credit for
Campolindo's success to the senior
core. “The seniors that we have really
have stepped up and made it what it
is to this point.”

The group of standouts includes
the likes of Sam Vankoll, AJ Morgan,
Emily Parish and Bridget Coleman.
Campolindo will face a difficult test
in the final game of the regular sea-
son, as the team is slated to face off
against Acalanes on Feb. 12. Still,
Silva is highly optimistic about how
the end of the season will play out:
“Hopefully the story lines are still to
be written.”

Maritza Grillo had critical saves.

See a Doctor Today

At our Urgent Care clinic in Lafayette
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Emergency medicine physicians
on-site 365 days a year

Weekdays 8 AM - 8 PM

Armando
Samaniego, MD.,
Lafayette Resident

STAT@MED

URGENT CARE

Weekends & Holidays 9 AM - § PM

Q970 Dewing Ave, Lafayette

925-297-6396

www.statmed.com

SUFFER FROM
FOOT or ANKLE PAIN?

GET BACK ON YOUR FEET WITH THE

“NEW” LASER TREATMENT
USED by PRO SPORTS TEAMS!

Good for All
Age Groups

Heel Pain
Arch Pain
Tendinitis
Sprains
Shin splints

“It exceeded my expectations-wonderful! I would do it again
in @ nanosecond. | highly recommend it!” Sandra, Danville
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Dr. Mark Wolpa, Director
and Author of “The Sports Medicine Guide”

WALNUT CREEK | 925.937.2222
106 La Casa Via #270 across from John Muir Hospital

BayAreaFootandLaser.com

MAKE

Grades K-6
July 13 - July 31
APPLICATIONS DUE IN MARCH

Grades 7-1

June 22 - July 31
APPLICATIONS DUE IN FEBRUARY

COUNT

UC Berkeley’s

Find complete information and updates at

atdp.berkeley.edu

offers challenging summer courses for highly motivated young scholars.
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